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OHAPTEBL 

Xy Pedigree and Family. — UmU rgo the Inducnco of tlie Tender Pas&lon* 

Since the cIa^h of Adsm, there has heen hafdly a 

misL'liic'f done in this world but a woman has been at 
the bottom of it. Ever since ours was a family (and 
that must be very near Adam's time, — so old, noble, 
and illustrious are the Banys, as every body knows), 
women haye played a mighty past with the destiiuee e£ 
our race. 

I preemne that there is no gentleman in Europe that 

has not heard of the house of Barry of Barry op:ue, of the 
kingdom of Irehuid, than which a moi^e famous name is 
not to be found in Gwillira or D'Hozier; and thou<j;h as 
a man of the world I have learned to despise heartily 
the daimB of some preteiiders to high birth who hate no 
num genealogy tiian the kokey who cleana my boota, 
and tiioug}! I laogfa to utter ecmi the boasting of many 
of my countrymen, who are all for descending from kings 
of Irehmd, and talk of a domain no bigger tlian would 
feed a pig as if it were a principality; yet truth compels 
me to assert that my family was the noblest of the 
island, and, perhaps, of the universal world; while their 
poowwrionn, now insignifioant, and torn tnm us by wa^ 

TknAeray, Miicellaniei. VU 1 
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hy treaehery, by thQ loss of tame, by ancestral eztrava- 

gance, by adhesion to the old faith and monarch, were 
formerly prodigious, and embraced many counties, at a 
time when Ireland was vasth^ more prosperous than now. 
I would assume the Irish crown over my coat -of- arms, 
but that there are so many silly pretenders to that dis- 
tinction who bear it and render it common. 

Who knows, but fbr the &nlt of a woman, I migbt 
have been wearing; it now? You start with inorednlity. 
I say, why not? Had there been a gallant chief to lead 
my countrj^men, instead of puling knaves who bent the 
knee to King Bichard II. they might have been freemen; 
had there been a resolate leader to meet the murderous 
ziiffian, Oliyer Cromwell, we should ha?e shaken off the 
EngUsh for ever. But these was no Sorry in ihe field 
against the nsorper; on Ihe contrary, my ancestor, Binum 
de Bary, came over with the first-named monarch, and 
married tlie daughter of the then King of Munbter, whose 
sons in battle he pitcously slew. 

In Oliver's time it was too late for a chief of the 
name of Barry to lift np hia war-cry against that of the 
moxdeiooa fatewer. We were princes of the land no 
limger; oar mihappy race bad lost its possessions a cen« 
tnry pvevionsly, and by the most sbamefbl treason. This 
I know to be the fact, for my mother has often told me 
the stor}% and besides liad worked it in a worsted pedi- 
gree which hung up in the yellow saloon at iiarryviile 
where we lived. 

That veiy estate whidi the Lyndons now possess in 
Ireland was once tbe property of my race. Bory Barry 
of Barryogue owned it in EUzabetii's time, and hatf 
Monster beside. The Barry was always in ^d with 
the 0'Mahony£> in those times j und^ as it happened^ 
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a certain English colonel passed through the former's 
country with a body of nien-at-ann«, oil the very day 
when the O'MahonyB had made an inroad upon oor 
ienitoneBy and canied off a ftightfol fonder of our ibchi 
and heida. 

This young Englishman, whose name was Roger 
LjTidon, Linden, or Lyndaine, having been most hospi- 
tably received by the i^arry, and ilndins: liim just on the 
point of carrying an inroad into the O'Mahony's land, 
offered the aid of himself and his lances, and behaved 
himaeif so well, as it i^peared, that the O'Mahonya were 
entirely oTeioome, all the Barrys' property restored, and 
with it, says ^he old chftmicle, twice as mueh of the 

O'Mahonys' goods and cattle. 

It was the setting- in of the winter season, and the 
young soldier was pressed by the LaiTy not to quit his 
house of Bairyogue, and remained there daring several 
months, his men being qnaitered with Bazry's own gal« 
lo^^glasses, man by man in the cottages ronnd about 
They condnoted themselres, as is their wont, with the 
most intolerable insolence towards the Irish; so much so, 
that fights and murders, continually ensued, and the 
people vowed to destroy tliem. 

The liariy's son (from whom I descend) was as 
hostile to the English as any other man on his domain; 
and, as tiiey would not go when Indden, he and his 
friends consulted togellier and determined on destroying 
these English to a man. 

But they had let a woman into their plot, and this 
was the Barry's daughter. She was in love with the 
English Lyndon, and broke the whole secret to him; and 
the dastardly English prevented llie just massacre of 
ihemselyes by* Mling upon th^ Irish, . and destroying 
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Phandag Barrjr^ my ancestor, and many handreds of .hia 
mejL The cross at Banycroes near Ctem^iadihioTil is tina 
spot "where the odious butchery took place. 

Lyndon married the daughter of Eodcrick Barry, and 
claimed tlie estate Avliich he left; and tliougli the de- 
scendauts of JPhaudiig were alive, as indeed they are in 
my person,* on appealing to the English courts, the 
estate was awarded to the Frnglishman, as haa ever he^ 
Ihe case wheve English and Irish were concerned. 

Thus had it not been for the weakness of a woman, 
I should have been born to the possci?.sion of those very 
estates wliich afterwards came to me by merit, as you 
shall hear. Eut to proceed with my family histoiy. 

My father was well knoA\ n to the best circles in this 
kingdom as in that of Ireland, under the name of 
Boaring Harcy Barry. He was bred like many other 
young sons of genteel families to the profession of the 
law, being articled to a celebrated attorney of Sackville 
Street in the city of Dublin; and, from his great genius 
and aptitude for learning, there is no doubt he woidd 
have made an eminent £gure in his profession, had not 
bis social qualities^ love of field-sports,* and extraordinary 
graces of manner, marked him out for a higher sphere. 
While he was attorney's clerk he kept seyen race-horses, 
and hunted regularly both witii the Kildare and Wicklow 
hunts; and rode on his grey horse Endymion that famous 
match against Captain Punter, which is still remenil)ered 
by lovers of the sport, and of w^hich I caused a splendid 
picture to be made and hung oyer my dining-hall mantel* 
piece at CastLe Lyndon. A year afterwards ^he had the 

* As vrc have never been able to find proofs of the mnrrla^'e of my 
ancestor Phaudrljf with his wife, I qjakc doubt that I^yinl -ii dv^jtmyod 
the contract, and mujrdeieil tho priest audwituesses of the luaniagc. — li.L. 
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honour of riding]: tliat very liorsc Kndyiniun before his 
late majesty Xiug Ueoige II. on Epgomi Downs, and 
won the plate there and the attention of the angoft 

Although he waa only the seeond son of ear funilj, 
my dear father came naturally into the estate (now 

miserably reduced to 400/. a year); for grandfather^s 
eldest son Cornelius Eariy (called the Clievalier Horgne, 
from a "wound Avhich he recei^ d in (lermany), remained 
constant to the old religion in which our family was 
educated, and not only served abroad with credit, hut 
i^ainst his most sacred majesty Oeoige IL in the im* 
happy Scotch distnrhanoes in '46. We shall hear more 
of the Ohermalier hereafter. 

For the conversion of my futlier I have to thank my 
dear mother, ^liss iiell Brady, daughter of Ulysses Brady 
of Castle Brady, county Xerr^', l*ls(|uire and J. P. 8he 
was the most beautiful woman of her day in Dublin, and 
mamraally called the Dasher there. Seeing her at the 
assembly, my Mher became passionately attached to her; 
hut her soid was abo^e marrying a Papist or an at* 
toine}''s clerk; and so for the love of her, the good old 
laws being then in force, my dear father slipped into 
my uncle Cornelius's shoes and took tlie family estate, 
iksides the force of my mother's bright eyes, several 
persona^ and of the genteelest sociely too, contributed to 
this happy ohange; a]|| I have often heard my mother 
laughingly tell the sloiy of my fiEtthex^s recaatitiony 
which was solemnly pronounced at the tavern in tiie 
company of Sir Dick Kinjiwood, Lord Bagwig, Captain 
Punter, and tAvo or three other young sparks of the 
town. jbU>aring Ilany won 300 pieces that very night 
at farOi and laid the necessary iut'ormation the next 
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moEiiing agaixut bis brother; but bis ooxLTeraioii ceami a 
ooobieBS between bim and my nnde Oomey, wbo joined 
the rebels in consequence. 

This great diliiculty being settled, my Lord Bagwig 
lent mj father liis own yaeht, then lying at tlie l^igeon 
House, and the handsome Bell BaiTv was induced to run 
away with him to England, although her parents were 
against tbe match, and her loyens (as I have beard her 
tell many tbousandB of times) were among the most 
numerons and the most wealthy in all the kingdom of 
Ireland. They were married at the Savoy, and my 
grandfather dying very soon, Harry Barry, Esquire, took 
possession of liis paternal property and supijurted our 
illustrious name with credit in London. He pinked the 
famous Count Tiercelin behind Montague House , he was 
a member of White's, and a frequenter of all the chooo- 
late bouses; and my mother, likewise, made no small 
figure. At length, after his great day of triumph before 
his sacred majesty at Newmarket, Harry's fortune was 
just on the point of being made, for the gracious monarch 
promised to provide for him. But, alas! he was taken in 
' charge by another monarch, whose will will haye no 
delay or denial, — by Death, namely, wbo seized upon 
my father at Chester races, leaTing me an helpless 
orphan. Peace be to bis adies! He was not fttnltless^ 
and dissipated all our princely family property; but he 
was as brave a fellow as ever tossed a bumper or called 
a main, and he drove his coach^and-six like a man of 
iashion. 

I do not know whether his gracious majesty was 
much affseted by this sudden demise of xoy fiitfaer, thoof ^ 
my mofber says be sheftsome royal teaiB on the occasion. 
Sot they helped us to nothing; and'all that was fiMind 
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in the house for the wife and credltorrf was a purse of 
ninety guineas, which my dear mother naturally took, 
with the £iiiiily plate, and my fsther's -waidiobe and hex 
own; and, putting them into oat ijreat ooach, drove off 
io Holyhead, whenee ahe took ahipping to Irdand. ICy 
fiither'B hody aeoompamed na in the flneat heane and 
plumes money could huy; for though the husband and 
wife had quarrelled repeatedly in life, yet at my lather's 
deatli his high-spirited widow forgot ail her dilferences, 
gave him the grandest funeral that had been seen fat 
many a day, and erected a Bumnment over his remaina 
(for which I euhaeqiiently paid), iHiioh d^claied him 
to he the 'wisest^ purest, and most affeoiiQiiate of nan. 

In performing these sad duties over her deceased 
lord, the widow spent almost every guinea she had, and, 
indeed, would have spent a great deal more, had she 
discharged one-third of the demands which the ceremo- 
nies occasioned. But the people around our old house of 
Banyogoe, allhongh the^ did not like my fathar for his 
change of Mth, yet stood hy him at this moment, and 
were fmr ezterminatmg the mntes sent by Mr. Flomer of 
London with the lamented remains. The monument and 
vault in the church were then, alas! all that remained 
of my vast possessions; for my father had sold everj^ 
stick of the property to one Motley, an attorney, and we 
received but a cold welcome in his house — a misecable 
oM tomUb-down place it was.* 

The splendour of thefcmeral did notfedl toiniorease the 
widow Barry's reputation as a woman of spirit and 

" • In another part of his memoir Mr. Rarry will be found to describe 
this mansion as one of the most spleiiuid palaces in Europe, but this is a 
practice not unusual with his nation ; and with respect to the Iribh prin- 
cipality olafmed by him, it !■ known thtt Mr. B«rry*i grandftttber w«a aa 
•ttoniy tad matt/n of hia own Hirttna.. 
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fashion; and when she wrote to her brother Michael 
Ijrady, that worthy gentleman imuiediately rode across 
the country to Hiiig hims(4f in her arms, and to invite 
her in his wile's name to Castle Brady. 

Mick and Barry had quarreiiedy as all men will, and 
Terj high woida had passed between fhem dnniig JBanys 
eointship of Miss BelL When he took her off, Brady 
sworo he wonld neTer for^e Bany or Bell: bat oomin<:^ 
to London in tlie year lie iell in once more with 

Koaring Harry, and lived in his line house in Clarc^os- 
fitreet, and lost a few pieces to him at play, and broke a 
watchman's head or tw o in his company, — all of which 
reminiscenees endeared Bell and her son yery mnch to 
the good-hearted gentleman, and he recdred ns both 
with open arms. Mrs. Barry did not, perhaps wisely, at 
first make known to her friends what was her condition; 
hut an'ivins? in a huge gilt coach, with enormous armorial 
bearings, was taken hy her sister-in-law and the rest of 
tlie county for a person of considerable property and 
distinction. 

for a time, then, and as was right and proper. Mis. 
Barry gave the law at Castle Brady. She ocdexed the 
•servants to and fto, and taught Hiem, what indeed they 
much w^anted, a little London neatness; and ^^English 
Kedmond," as I ,was called, Avas treated like a little lord, 
and had a maid and a footman to himseU'; and honest 
Mick paid their wages, — which was much more than 
he was used to do for his own domestics, — doing all 
in his power to make his sister decently oonfoEtaUa 
nnder her afflictions. Mamma, in retnm, determined 
that, when her affairs were arranged, she would make 
her kind brother a liaiidsomc allowance for her son's 
maintenance and her own; and promised to have her 
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handsome furniture brought over from Claiges - Btrr( t 
to adorn icnnewhat ih» dilapidated wbob of CaatLe 
Brady. 

Bat it tamed out, thai the laseally landlord seiaed 
upon every ohair and table that <mg:ht by rights to belong 

to the widow. The estate to which I was lu ir was in 
the hands of rapacious creditors; and the only means 
of subsistence remaining to the widow and child was 
a rent-charge of ')( )/. upon my Lord Bagwi^a proper^, 
who had many turi>4ealings with ihe deoeaaed. iUid ao 
ny dear mother^s Ubered intentioiia towaids her broflier 
were^ <tf eonne, never fulfilled. 

It must be confessed, very much to the discredit of 
Mi's. Brady, ol' Castli? lirady, that when her sister-in-law's 
poverty was thus made manifest, she forpjot all the respect 
which ahe had been aocuatomed to pay her, instantly 
turned my maid and man-servant out of doora, and told 
Mxa. Banry that ahe might follow them aa aoon aa aha 
dioae. Mrs. Ifiok waa of a low fiunilyy and a aoidid 
way of thinking; and after abont a couple of yeara 
(during;' which she had saved almost all her little income) 
the widow compli(Ml witli Aladam Brady's desire. At 
the same time, giving way to a just, though prudently 
diaaimulated reaentment, she made a vow tliat she would 
never enter the gates of Oaatle Brady while the lady of 
the hooae remained alive within them« 

Bhe fitted up her new abode with mueh economy 
and considerable taste, and never, for all her poverty, 
abated a jot of the dignity whit h was her due, and which 
all the ueiglibourhood awarded to her. How, indeed, 
could they refuse respect to a lady who had lived in 
London, freqjomted the most fashionable society there, 
and had bean proamtod (aa ahe aolenmly deelaied) at 
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court? These advantages gave her a nglit wliich seema 
to be pretty unsparingly exeiobed in Ireland by thoae 
'natLveB who hare it, — the right of lookiiig down yn^ 
80om upon all penons who have not had the opportanity 

of quitting the mother-country and inhabiting England 
for a while. Tliiis, whenever ^ladiim Brady appeared 
abroad in a new dress, her sister-in-law would ^^aT, 
"Poor creature! how can it be expected that she should 
know anything of the fiEushion?'' And though pleased to 
be called the Handsome Widow> aa she waa^ Mza. Bany 
was atill better pleaaed to be esdled the En^^h widow. 

IfiB. Brady y for her part, was not slow to reply; she 
Used to say that the defunct Bany was a bankmpt and 
a beggar; and as for the fasliionable society whicli he 
saw, he saw it from my Lord Bagwig's side-table, whose 
flatterer and hanger-on he was known to be. liegarding 
ICn. Barry, the lady of Castle Brady would make insinua- 
tions still more painfiiL Howerer, why should we allnde 
to these diaiges^ or rake up private scandal of a hundred 
yean old? It was in the reig:n of George IL that the 

abuve-nanied personages lived and (piarrelled; good or bad, 
handsome or ugly, rich or poor, they are all equal now; 
and do not the Sunday papers and the courts of law supply 
ns every week with more novel and interesting slander? 

At any rate, it must be allowed that Mrs. Brady, after 
her hnshamd's death and her retirement, Uved in such 
a way as to defy slander. For whereas Bell Brady had 
been the gayest girl in the whole county of Wexford, 
with half the bachelors at her feet, and plenty of smiles 
and encouragement for every one of them. Bell Barry 
adopted a digniiied reserve that almost amounted to pom- 
po0^, and was as starch as any Quakeress. Many a man 
renewed his offeis to the widow, who had bean smittoi 
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by the charms of the ipiiiBteir; but Mis. Beaj Mfoaed ail 
nikm of maniage^ dedazing that she Imd now for her 
aon only, and fbr the memory of her departed aaifli 

"Saint, forsooth!" said ill-natured Mrs. Erady. 
"Hany Barry was as big a sinner as ever was known; 
and 't is notorious that he and Ik'U hated each other. 
If aha won't marry now, depend on it, the artiul womau 
has a husband in her eye for all that, and only waiti - 
uitil Lord Bagwig ia a widoweiv'' 

And suppose aha did, what then? Waa not the 
widow of a Barry fit to marry with any lord of England? 
and was it not always said that a wuiuaii was to restore 
tlio fortunes of the Bany family? If my mother fancied 
that she was to be that woman, I think it was a perfectly 
joatifiable notion on her part; for the earl (my godfather) 
waa alwaya most attentiye to her; and I nevor knew how 
deeply thia notion of advancing my intereetB in the world 
had taken posaesnon of mamnu^s mind, mitil hia lord- 
ship's marriao;e in the year '57 with Miss Goldmore, Om 
Indian nabob's rich dau<;hter. 

^Meanwhile, we continued to reside at Barryville, and, 
considering the smallness of our income, kept up a won- 
derful state. Of the half-doaen families that fanned the 
oongregation at Brady's Town, there waa not a aing^ 
peraon whose appeaianoe waa so xespedabla aa that of 
the widow, who, thongh she always dressed in monming, 
in memory of her deceased husband, took care that her 
garments should be made so as to set off her handsome 
person to the greatest advantage; and, indeed, I think, 
apent six hours out of every day in the week in cutting, 
trimming, and altering them to the ftahion. She had 
the laij^eat of hoops, and tibie handsomest of furhalows» 
and onoe a monili (mftdar my LordBagwig's cover) would 
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60016 a letter ftom Lcmdon oontaiiui^ the nearest aoeoantB 
of tbe &8h20iis there. Her complexioii was -so hnUiant 
that she had* no call to use rouge^ as was the mode itt 

those days. No, slie left red and white, she said (and 
hence the reader may ima<rine huw the two hidies hated 
each other) to Madam Brady, whose yellow complexion 
AO plaster could alter. In a word, she was so accom- 
plished a beauty, that all the women in the country 
took pattern by her, and the yonng fellows from ten 
miles round' wonld ride over to Gasiie Brady chnioh to 
have the sight of her. 

But if (like every other woinan tliat ever I saw or 
read of) she was proud of her Ijeautj', to do her justice 
she was still more proud of her son, and has said a thou- 
sand times to me that I was the handsomest young 
fellow m the world. This is a matter of taste. A man 
of sixty niay, howerer^ say what he was at fourteen 
wx&ont nuidi vanity, and I mnst say I think there was 
some cause for my mother's opinion. The good bouVs 
pleasure was to dress me; and on Sundays and holidays 
I turned out in a velvet coat with a silver-hilted sword 
by my side and a gold garter at my knee, as iine as any 
lord in the land. My mother worked me several most 
i^lsndid waisteoats, and I had plenty of laee for my 
raffles, and a fimh riband to my hair, and as we walked 
to ohofoh cm Sundays, even envious Mrs. Bra^y was 
found to allow that there was not a prettier pair iu the 
kingdom. 

Of course, too, the lady of Castle Brady used to 
sneer, hecaus^ on these occasions a certain Tim, who 
mad to be oailed my yalst, ifoUowed me and my nottier 
te ehoroh, carrying a faoge prayer-book and a oane, and 
dressed in the liveKy of one of our own fine ftotmen from 
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CbagOMtreety whi^ m Tim irai a iMmdy-slMiiked HtOe 
fellow, did not exactly become him. But, though poor, 

ve were gentlefolks, and not to bo sneered out of these 
becoming appendage^ to our rank; and so would march 
up the aisU' to our pew with as much state and gravity 
as the kidrlieutenanfa lady and son might do. When 
fhefe, mj mother would give the nesponBes and ameaa 
in a loud, Toioe iliat was delif^tfiil to hear, 

and, beridea, bad a fine loud Toioe for singing, which 
art she had perfected in Ixjndon under a fashionable 
teaehtT; and she would exercise her talent in such a wa}' 
that you would hardly hear any other vuice of llie little 
congregation which chose to join in the psalm. In fact, 
my mother had great gifts in every way, and belic\ ed 
hmelf to be one of the most beandfal, aeeompliahed, 
and meritoriona penons in the worid. Often and often 
has she talked to me and the neigfaboon regarding her 
own huiuility and piety, pointing them out in such 
a way that I would defy the mobt obstiuato to disbelieve 
her. 

"When we left Castle Brady we came to occupy a house 
in Brady's Town, which mamma christened Barryviila. 
I confess it was bat a small place, but^ indeed, we made 
the most of it. I have mentioned the family pedigree 

which hung up in the drawing-room, which mamma 
called the yellow saloon, and rav bed-room was called 
the pink bed-room, and hers the orange- tawny apart uu nt 
(how well I remember them all!); and at dinner-time 
Tim r^ularly rang a great bell, and we each had a 
tttrer tankard io drink £rom, and mother boasted with 
jiutiee that I had as good a bot&e of claret by my side 
as any squire of the land. So, indeed, I had, bat I was 
not, of course, allowed at my tender years to drink any 
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of the wine, 'wbioh thm attaiii6d a ccHisiderable age, even 
in ^e decanter. 

Uncle l^rady (in spite of the family qiiarrcl) found 
out the above fact one day by calliii«i; at Jkirryville at 
dinner-time, and unluckily tasting the liquor. You should 
have seen how he sputtered and made faces! But the 
boneet gentleman -was not particular about his wine or 
tiie company in which be drank it. He woold get drank, 
indeed, wiHi the parmm or the priest fndiffinently; with 
the latter, much to my mother's indigiiution, for, as 
a true blue Nassauite, she heartily despised all those 
of the old faith, and ^vould scarcely sit down in the 
room with a benighted Papist Jbut the squire had no 
such scruples;* he was, indeed, one of the easiest, idlest^ 
and best-natured fellows that ever lived, end many an 
hour would he pass with the lonely widow when be WM 
tired of Madam Brady at borne. He liked me, he said, 
as niucli as one of his own sons, and at Icnc^lh, after the 
widow had held out for a cou])]e of years, she agreed to 
allow me to return to the castle; though, for herselt^ she 
resolutely kept the oath which she had made with regard 
to her sister-in-law. 

The very first day I returned to Oasfle Brady my 
trials may be said, in a manner, to have begun. My 
cousin. Master Mick, a huge monster of nhieteen (wlio 
hatt'd me, and I promise you I returned the compliment), 
insulted me at dinner about my mother's poyei-ty, and 
made all the girls of the tamiiy titter. So when we 
went to the stables, whither Mick always went for bis 
pipe of tobacco after dmn^, I told him a piece of my 
mind, and there was a fight for at least ten minutes, 
during which I stood to bim like a man, and blacked bis 
left eye, though I was m^seli' only twelve years old at 

a 

t 
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file time. Of ooune he be«t me, but a beaimg makes 

only a small iiuprossion on a lad of that tender age, as I 
liad proved many times in battles with the rap:*rcd Brad/s 
Town boys before, not one of whom, at my time of life, 
VB8 my match. My uncle was very much pleased when 
he heard of my gaUaatry; my Coasin Noia bvofoi^t 
Ittoim paper aad Tiaegar for my note^ and I went home 
fittt night with a pint of claret xmAer my girdle, not a 
Ktfle proud, let me tell you, at having held my own 
against Mick so long. 

And though he persisted in his bad treatment of me, 
and used to cane me wlicncvcr i fell in his way, yet I 
WB8 very happy now at CaaUe Brady with the company 
Him, and my conahifl, or some of them, and the kindness 
of my nncley with ndiom I became a prodigious ftmnite. 
He boaght a colt fat me, and taught me to ride. He 
took me out coursing and fowling, and instructed me to 
shoot flying. And at length I was released from Click's 
persecution, for his brother, Master Ulick, returning from 
Trinity (College, and hating his elder brother, as is mostly 
file way ixi families of faidiion, took me under his pro- 
tection, and from that time, as Uliok was a deal l^;ger 
and stronger than Ifiok, I, English Bedmond, as I was 
called, was left alone, except when the former thooght 
fit to thrash me, wliich he did whenever ho thought 
proper. 

Not was my learning neglected in the ornamental 
parts, for I had an nncommon natural genius for many 
filings, and soon topped in aecomplishmentB most of die 
pereons around me. I had a qnick ear and a ine veioe, 
which my mdiier onltiyated to the best of her power, 
and she taiip:ht me to step a minuet gravely and grace- 
&dly, and thus laid the foundation of my future guccess 
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in life. The coBuncn dftscas I bonMd, aa, peibftpe, I 
ought not to eonfoM^ in the servants' hall, which, yon 
inay be sure, was never without a i)iper, and where I 
was considered imrivalled botli at a liunii)i})e and a ji^:^. 

In the matter of l)()ok-learuiiiij:, I had always an 
uncommon taste for reading plays and novels, as the 
best part of a gentleman's polite education^ and never 
let a pedlar pass the viUage, if I had a penny, without 
having a bfljlad or two from him. Am for year dull 
grammar, and Greek, and Latin, and stuff, I have always 
hated them from niy youth upwards, and said, very mi- 
mistakeably, I would have none of tlieni. 

Tliis I proved pretty clearly at the age of thirteen, 
when my aunt iiidd>' Brady's legacy of 100/. oame in to 
sianuna, who thought to employ the sum on my ednoa* 
tion, and sent me to Doctor Tobias Tiokler^ famous 
aeademy at Ballywhacket — Backwhaoket, as my uncle 
used to- call it. But six weeks after I had been eon- 
signed to his reverence, I suddenly made my a])]iear;uiee 
again at Ca.stle Brady, having walked forty miles from 
tlie odious place, and left the doctor in a state near 
upon apoplexy. The fact was, that at taw, prison-bars, 
or boxingy I was at the head of the school, but could not 
be bnmght to excel in the dassios; and after having 
been flogged eeyen times wilhoat its doing me the least 
good in my Latin, I refused to submit altogether (tindmg 
it useless) to an eighth application of the rod. "Try 
some other way, sir," said I, when he "was for horseing 
me once more; hot he wouldn't; whereon, and to defend 
myself, I flung a slate at him, and knocked down a 
Seotdi nsher with a leaden inkstand. All the lads 
hnsaaed at this, and smne of the servants wanted to stop 
ae^ but taking out a large clasp-knife that my cousin 
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Kbra liad given me, I swore I would plunge it into the 
waistcoat of the lirst man who dared to balk rae, and 
faith, they let me pass on. I slept that niglit twenty 
miles off iiallywhacket, at the house of a cottier, who 
gave me potatoes and milk , and to -^hom I gave a han- 
dled guuieas after, when I came to Tint Ireland in my 
days of grealsMi. I irish I bad ttie money now. Bat 
whatfs tiie use of legret? I have liad many a baider 
bed than that I shall sleep on to-ni;::ht, and many a 
scantier meal than honest Phil Murphy gave nie on the 
evening I ran away from school. Ho six weeks was all 
the acbooling I ever got. And I say this to let parents 
know the value of it^ for though I haye nket more learned 
bookworms in the world, espeoiaUy a great hulking^ 
elnmsyy Uear-eyed old doctor, whom they called Johnson 
and who lived in a court off Fleet Street, in London, yet 
I pretty soon silenced liiin in au argument (at l'>ulton*s 
Coffeehouse), and in that, and in j)oetry, and in what I 
call natural philosophy, or the science of life, and in 
riding, music, leaping, the small-sword, the knowledge of 
a horse, or a main of cocks, and the manners ci an 
acoomplished genflemaa and a man of fiishion, I may say 
for myself lint Bedmond Barry has seldom found hiB 
equal "Sir," said I to Mr. Johnson, on the occasion I 
allude to — he was accompanied hy a Mr. Ihiswell of 
Scotland, and I was presented to llie cluh hy a Mr. 
Goldsmith, a countrj'man of my own, — "bir," said I, 
ill reply to the schoolmastei^s great thundering qaotatioii 
in Greek, "you foncy you know a great deal more than 
me, beeaoae joa quote your AriHode and yomr PtutOy bat 
can yon tell me which horse will win at Epsom Downs 
next week? Can you run six miles witliout brea- 
thing? — Can you shoot the ace of spades ten times 
Ikackeray, MisceUauieS' VJU 2 
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mtlumt ndaaingi If bo, talk about Ansiotiie and Pluto 
to me.** 

'T-ye knaw wlio ye're •speakiiig to?'* raased out tiia 

Scotch gentleman, Mr. Buswell, at this. 

"Hold your tongue, ^Ir. Boswell," said the old school- 
master. "I had no right to brag of my Greek to the 
gentleman, and he has answered me very well." 

^'DootoTy'' says I, looking waggishly at kLm, ^'do yoa 
know eyer a rhyme for AmtoUef" 

^Tort, if you plaise/' Bays Mr. OolcUamth^ laiiglibg. 
And we had sis rhymes for Aristotle before we left tbe 
coffeehouse that evening. It hecame a regular joke aft«P- 
"wards when I told the story, and at White's, or the 
Cocoa- tree, you would liear the wags say, "Waiter, bring 
one of Captain liarry's rhymes for xVristotlel" Once, 
when I was in liquor at the latter place, young Dick 
Shendan called me a great Stag^mte, a joke wfaieh I 
eould neTer undexetand. But I am 'mzidering ficom my 
story, and mufit get back to home, and dear cJd Ijeeland 

again. 

I have made acquaintance with the best in the land 
since, and my manners are such, I have said, as to make 
me the equal of them allf and, perhaps, you will wonder 
how a oountiy boy, as I was, educated amongst Irish 
squires, and their dependents of the stable and fkm^ 
should arrive at possessing such elegant manners as I 
was indisputably allowed to have. I had, the fact is, a 
valuable instructor in the person of an old gamekeeper, 
who had served the rronch king at Tontenoy, and ^vho • 
taught me tbue dances, and customs, and a Smattering of 
the language of that country, with the use of the sword^ 
both small and broad. Many and many a long mile I 
have trudged by his side as a lad, he teUing ma w<Mider> 
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M atoned ct the IVeneh long, and ihe Iriih brigade, aad 

Marshal Saxe, and the opera-dancers; he knew my uncle, 
too, the Chevalier liorgiie, and, indeed, had a thousand 
accomplishments -which he taught me in secret. 1 never 
knew a man like him for making or throwing a fly, for 
physicking a horse, or hreaking, or chooeing cme; he 
taught me manly sporty from hirds -nesting upwavdSi and 
I aiwaye shall conndar .^hil Puveell as the Teiy best 
tutor I could haye bad. His feralt was drmk, bat to 
that I have always had a blind eye; and he hated 
my cousin Mick like poi^^on, but I could excuse him that 
too. 

"With Phil, and at Uie age of fifteen, I was a more 
accomplished man than cither of my cousins; and I think 
Xature had been, also, more bountiful to me in the 
matter of person. Some of the Castle Brady girls (aa 
you shall hear presently) adored me. At fairs and races 
many of the prettiest lasses present said they would like 
to have me for their bachelor, and yet somdbow, it must 
be ccmfeBsed, I wa« not popular. 

In the first place, every one knew I was bitter poor; 
and I think, pearhi^ it was my good mother's fimlt that 
I was bitter proud too. I had a halnt of boasting in 

company of my birth, and the splendour of my carriages, 
garden^, cellars, and domestics, and this before people 
who were perfectly aware of my real circumstances. If 
it was hoj^, and they ventured to sneer, I would beat 
them, or die for it; and many's the time I've been 
bioB^t home well nigh killed by one or more ai them, 
on what, when my mother asked me, I would say was 
*a family quarrcL** "Support your name wWi your 
blood, iioddy, my boy," would that aednt say, with the 

* 
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team in her eyes; and eo would die hemelf hsm done 
irith her voice, ay, and her tee€h and nallti. 

Thus, at fifteen, there was scarce a lad of twenty, 
for half-a-dozen miles round, that I had not beat for one 
cause or other. There were the vicar*s two sons of 
Castle Brady — in course I could not associate with such 
beggarly brats as them, and many a battle did we have 
as to who shonld take the wall in Brady's town; Hiere 
was Pat Ixagm, the bla^smith's son, who had the 
better of me fbnr lames before we came to the erownini^ 
fight, when I overcame liim; and I could nicntiuii a 
score more of my deeds of prowess in that way, hut that 
tisticuti' facts are dull sul ejects to talk of, and to discuss 
before high-bred gentlemen and ladies. 

However, there is another subject, ladies, on which 
I must disoouise, and that is never out of place. Day 
and night you lOce to hear of it; young and old, yon 
dream and think of it. Handsome and ugly (and, faith, 
before hfty, 1 never saw such a thing as a ])lain woman), 
it's the subject next to the hearts of all of you; and I 
think you guess my riddle without more trouble. Love! 
sure the word is ioaaed, on purpose out of the prettiest 
soft vowels and consonants in the language, and he or 
she who does not care to read about it is not woitii a 
flg to my thmking. 

My uncle's family consisted of ten children; who, as 
is the 'custom in such large families, were divided into 
two camps, or parties; the one siding with their mamma, 
the other taking the part of my uncle in all the numer- 
ous quarrels which arose between that gentleman and 
his lady. Mrs. Brady's fiustion was headed by Mick, the 
^est son, who hated me so, and disliked his fisither for 
keeping him out of his property: while IHiok, the seeond 
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own hvyi tsuif in nrratgo^ 
Master Mfoit wtm desperately a£raid of him. I need not 

mention the girLs' names; I liad plap^iio enoiij^h with 
tliem in aft(T-lifo, Heaven knows; and one of them was 
the cause of all my early troubles; this was (though to 
be sure all her sisters deokd it) the belle of the hxajly, 
liiiB Honozia Brady by name. 

She said she wa« only nmeCeen at the tune; hoi I 
could lead the fly-leaf in the ^eunily bible as well aa 
anodier (it was one of the three books which, with the 
backgammon-])oard, formed my uncle's library), and know 
that she was bom in tlie vear 'o7, and christened by 
Dr. Swift, dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin: hence she waa 
three-and-twenty yean old at the time she and I weie 
80 maoh together. 

When I eome to tUnk about her now, I know tha 
nerer eonld haye been handsome; fbr her flgnre was 
rather of the fattest, and her mouth of the widest; she 
was freckled over like a partridicre's cprcr, and her hair 
was the colour of a certain vegetable which we eat with 
boiled heei, to use tlie mildest teno. Often and often 
▼OQld my dear mother make these remaiks ooneeming 
her; bat I did not belierye them then^ and somehow had 
gotten to tldnk Honma an angelinal being ftur above all 
liie other angels of her sex. 

And as we know very well that a lady who is 
skilled in dancing or singing never can j)erfect herself 
without a deal of study in private, and that the song or 
Ihe minuet whioh are performed with so mnoh graceful 
ease in the assembly-ioom have not been aoquired with- 
oat rat lalxmr and peraeyeranee in priTste; so it is wifth 
tfae dear oieatiureB who are ddUed in ooqoet^ng. Hon<«iay 
ibr iiibtajice, was always praotising, and she would take 
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poor me to lehearse her acieoinplklimeiit upon; or tb» 

exciseman, when he caiue liis rounds, or the steward, 
or the poor curate, or the young apothecary's lad from 
Brady's Town, whom I recollect beatinc; once Ibr that 
very reason. If he is alive now I make him my apo- 
logies. Poor fellow! as if it was his fault that he (diould 
he a TictLm to the wiles of one of the greatest ooquetteB 
(considering her obscure life and restlo Ineeding) in the 
wwld. 

If the truth must be told, and every word of this 
narrative of my life is of the most sacred veracity, my 
passion for Nora began in a very vulgar and unromantic 
way. I did not save her life; on the contrary, I once 
yery nearly killed her, as yon shall hear. I did not 
behold her by moonlight playing on the guitar, . or lesciie 
her from Ihe hands of ruffians, as Alfonso doeslindamiia 
in the novel; but one day after dinner at Brady's Town 
in summer, going into the garden to pull goo.^eborries 
for my dessert, and thinking only of gooseberries, 
I pledge my honour, I came upon Miss Nora and one of 
her sisters, with whom she was Mends at the time^ who 
were both engaged in ihe very same amnaemeitt 

'^Whadfs the Latin for goosebeny, Bedmond?'' 8«ys 
she. She was always Spoking hst fm,'' aa Ihe Mdi 
phrase it. 

know the Latin for goose," says I. 

"And what's that?'' cries Miss Mysiei as pert as a 
peacock. 

"Bo to you!*' says I (for I had never a want of wit); 
ted so we fell to wofk act the goesebenry-biiah, laii|^iing 
and talking as happy as might be. In Ihe eonme ii o«r 
divefBion Nota m«iaged to serateh her arm, and it bled, 

and she screamed, and it waa mighty round and white, 
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and I tied it up, and I beliere mm permitted to kiss her 
lund; and thoa^ it wm as big la^ olvasmy a hand as 
«fer yon aaw, yet I thought the f&vimr the meet nich- 
ing one that was ever confeiTed upon me, and went 
home in a ra j it ure. 

1 was much too simple a fellow to disguise any 
sentiment I chanced to feel in those days; and not one 
of the eight Castle Brady girls but "wbb soon awaie of 
my passian, and joked and eomplimented N<H:a aboat her 
bachelor. 

The torments of jealousy the cmel coquette made me 
endure were horrible. Sometimes she would treat me as 
a child, sometimes as a man. She would always leave 
me if ever there came a stran<:^cr to the house. 

"For after all, Eedraond," she would say, "you are 
but fifteen, and you haVn't a goinea in the WKHrld;" at 
which I would swear that I would become the greatest 
hero ever known out of Ireland, and tow thai before I 
was twenty I Mould have money enough to purchase an 
estate six times as hiii as Castle liradv. All which vain 
promises, of course, i did not keep; but 1 make no 
doubt they inlluenced me in my very early life, and 
caused me to do those great actions for which 1 hare 
been celebrated, and which shall be aamted presently 
hi ovder. 

I must tell one of them, just that my dear young 
lady read ere may know wliat sort of a fellow lledmoiid 
Barry was, and what a courage and undaunted passion 
he had. I question wliether any of the jenny-iessamines 
of the present day would do half as much in the face of 
danger. 

Aboict tins time it inust be piennsed Ihe United 
Kingdom wm in a state of great ezdtament tem ttie 
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threat generally credited of a French invasion. The 
Preteoder was said to be ia high iiaTour at Versailles, a 
descent upon Ireland was eqpeoially looked to, and the 
noblemea and people of <MHiditi0a in that and all other 
parts of the kingdom showed their loyalty b} raising 
regiments of home and foot to resist, ihe invaders. 
Brady's Town sent a company to join the Kilwaugan 
regiment, of which Master Mick was the captain; and 
we had a letter from Master Ulick at Trinity College, 
stating that the university had also formed a iegiment» 
in which he had the honour to he a ooipoaraL How I 
envied them bol^t espedaUy that odious ICoky as I saw 
him in his laoed scarlet coat with a ribbon in his hat 
march off at the head of his men. He, the poor spirit- 
less creature, was a captain, and I nothing, — I who 
felt I had as much courage as the Duke of Cumberland 
himself, and felt, too, that a red jacket would mightily 
beoome me! My mother said I was too young to join the 
new regiment; bat the &6t was, that it was she hemelf 
wh9 was too poor, ix the cost of a new unifinm would 
have swallowed up half her yeai^s inocmie, and she would 
only have her boy appear in a way suitable to his birth, 
riding the finest of racers, dressed in the best of clothes, 
and keeping the gentcclest of company. 

Well, then, the whole country was alive with war's 
alammsy the three kingdoms ringing with military mnsio, 
and evecy man <rf merit paying his devoim at the coorl 
of BeUena, whilst poor I was obliged to etay at home in 
my fostian jacket and sigh for iBum In secret Mir. lliek 
came to and fro from the regiment, and brought nume- 
rous of his comrades with him. Their costume and swag- 
gering airs filled me with grief, and Miss Xora's un- 
varying attentions to them served to make me half wild. 
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No one, bowwer, thonii)!! of tMnbniiag tUb Mdneis to 

the yom^ lady's loorey bat ratber to my disappointmeni 
at not be^ allowed to join the military pro^BarioiL 

Once the officers of the Eencibles gaye a grand ball 
at Kilwangan, to wbichy as a matter of course, all the 
ladies of Casfle Brady (and a pretty ugly coaehfnl thej 
were) were invited. I knew to what tortures the odious 

little flirt of a ^*ora Tvould put me ^vitli her eternal 
coquetries witli*the officers, and refused for a lont;; time 
to be one of the party to the ball. But she had a way 
of conquering me, against which all resistance of mine 
miB in Tain. 8be vowed that riding in a coach always 
made her ilL "And bow can I go to the baU,** said sbe, 
"nnless you take me on Daisy behind yon on the 
pillion?" Daisy was a good blood mare of my uncle's, 
and to such a proposition I could not for my soul say 
no; so we rode in Rafety to Kihvangan, and I felt myself 
as proud as any prince when she promised to dance a 
country-dance with me. 

When the dance was ended, the little ungrateful 
flirt informed me that she had quite forgotten her en- 
gagement, and actually danced the set with an English- 
man] I have endured torments in my Mb, but none like 
fliat She tried to make up for ber negleoi^ but I irould 
not Some of ibe prettiest girls ibeie aflfered to eons(^ 
me, for I was the best dancer in the room. I made one 
attempt, but was too wretched to continue, and so re- 
mained alone all night in a state of agony. I would 
have played but I liad no money, only the gold piece 
that my mother bade me always keep in my purse as a 
gentleinaii sbouhL I did not case for drink, or know the 
cbeadftil oamfinrt of it iu thoae days; but I thmi^ of 
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killing myself and Kora, a&d moti oertamly of iMkni^ 
ftwaj inQi Captain Quinl 

At last, and at iiK»iiiiig^ tiie ball ivas over* The Test 
of our ladies went off in the lumbering creaking old 

coacli; Daisy was brought out, and Miss Nora took her 
place behind mo, which I let hvv do without a word. 
But we were not half a mile out of town when she 
began to try with her oottdng and blaudiahments to 
dissipate my iU-humour. ^ 

''Sure ifs a bitter nighty Bedmond, dear^ and yoall 
catch cold without a handkerchief to your neck'' To 
this sympathetic remark fruiii the pillion, the saddle 
made no reply. 

*'])id you and ]Vriss Clan< y liave a pleasant evenmg, 
Redmond? You were together, 1 saw, all night." To 
this the saddle only replied by grinding his teeth, and 
giving a lash to Daisy. 

^Ohl mercy, you make Daisy rear and tibrow me, 
you careless creature, you; and you know, Eedmond, 
I'm so timid." The pillion had by this got her arm 
round the saddle's waist, and, perhaps, gave it the 
gentlest squeeze in the world. 

"I hate Miss Clancy, you know I do!" answers th* 
■addle; '^ajid I only danced with her beooose because 
^ the person wilii whom I intaaded to dance chose to 
be engaged the whole night." 

"Sure there were my sisters," said the pillion, now 
laughing outright in the pride of her conscious superiority; 
"and for me, my dear, I had not been in tlie room tive 
minutes before 1 was engaged for every single set.^* 

'^Were you obliged to dance five times with Captain 
Qiiin^" sakL I; and, ohl strange delidous diarm of 
eoquetcy^ I do believe Miss Nom Brady at twenty-thiee 
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jMun of age lislt a pang of deHgbt in thinking tiiat wbb 
had BO aanoh power oret a gnilelesB lad of fifteen. 

Of oocme ahe replied that the did not care a ilg fbr 

Captain Uiiin: that he danced prettily, to he sure, and 
was a pleasant rattle of a man; that he looked well in 
Ms regimentals, too; and if he chose to ask her to cUuice^ 
how could ahe refuse him? 

''But yon lefnaed me^ Nora." 

''Oh! I can dance witii yon any day^** anaweiedMifls 
Nora, -willi a toss of her head; ''and to dance witti your 
cousin at a ball, looks as if you could find no other 
partner. Besides," said Xora — and this was a cruel, 
unkind cut, which showed what a power she had over 
me, and how mercilessly she used it, — ^'besideSy 
E^dmondy Captain Uuin'a a man, and you ate only a 
boy!" 

''If ever I meet him again," I roared out irifii an 
oaili, "yon shall see wMch is the beat man of the two. 

rU fight liini with sword or with pistol, captain as he • 
is. A man, indeed I 111 tij^ht anv man — every man! 
Didn't I stand up to Mick i3rady when 1 was eleven 
years old? — Didn't I beat Tom Sullivan, the great 
hulking brute, who is nineteen? — Didn^t I do for the 
French usher? Oh, Nora, itfs cruel of you to sneer at me 

B0l» 

But I^'ora was in the sneering mood that night, and 
pursued her sarcasms, and pointed out that Captain Quin 
was alrcad}' known as a valiant soldier, famous as a man 
of fashion in London, and that it was mighty well of 
lledmond to talk and boast of beating ushers, and far- 
met^ hoys, but to iigfat an Kngiiahman was a very di^ 
ferent matter. 

Then ahe fell to talk the invasioii, and of miUtary 
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matters in general, of King Frederick (who was called, 
in thofle deeyu, the Fioteflinnt him), of Monneiir Thnxot 
and hii fleets of Monsieur Goinflaui and his sqnadm, of 
liinorca, how it was ettaeked, and where it was, and 

both agreed it must be in America, and hoped the French 
might be soundly beaten there. 

I sighed after a wliile (for I was bepjinning to melt), 
and said how much I longed to be a soldier; on which 
ICora reenzred to her in^ftUible, '^Ahl now, would you 
leave me, than? But, sare, yoa're not big eiungh for 
any thing more tiian a little drommer.'' To which 
I replied, by swearing that a soLdier I would be^ and a 
general too. 

As we were chattering in this silly way, we came to 
a place that has ever since gone by the name of lled- 
mond's Leap Bridge. It was an old high bridge, over a 
stream snf^iently deep and rooky, and as the mare 
Daisy with lier double load was oiossiiig liiis bridge, 
• Kiss Nora, giving a loose to her imaginatum, and stiU 
harping on the military theme (I wonld lay a wager that 
she was thinking of Captain Uuin), Miss Nora sidd, 
''Suppose, now, Eedmond, you, who are such a hero, 
was passing oyer the bridge, and the inimy on the other 
side?" 

'Td draw my swmL, and out my way throng 
ttiem." 

''What, wi(h me on the pillion? Wonld you kill 

poor me?" (Tkb young lady was perpetaally speaking 
of "poor me!") 

"Well, then, I'll tell you what I'd do. I'd jump 
Daisy into the river, and swim you both across, where 
no enemy eonld follow us." 

"Jump twenty feet! you wouldn't dare to do any 
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Buch thing on Daisy. There's the captain's horse, lilack 
George, IVe heard Bay that Captain Qui — * 

She never finished tlie word, for maddened by the 
continual reeurreuce of that odious monosyllable, I 
shouted to her to "hold tight by my waist and, giving 
Daisy the spnTi ia a minute spnuig iritin Kora over the 
parapet into deeper water below. I don't know why 
BOW, whether it waa I waorted to drown myaelf and 
Xora, or to perform an act tliat even Captain (iuin 
should crane at, or wliefher I fancied that the enemy 
actually was in front of us, I can't tell now; but over I 
went The horse sunk over his heady the girl screamed 
as she stink, and sereamed as she rose^ andl landed her, 
half faulting, on the shore, where we* were soon, found 
by my nnoWs people, who returned on hearing the 
screams. I went home, and was ill speedily of a fever, 
which kept me to my bed for six weeks, and I fjuitted 
my couch prodigiously increased in stature, and, at the 
same time, still more violently in love than I had been 
even before. 

At the eommeneement of my ilhiess, Miss Nora had 
been pretty constant in her attendance at my bedside 
Ibrgetting, for i3ie sake of me, iihe qoanrel between my 

mother and her famil}", which my good mutlier was like- 
wise pleased, in the most Christian manner, to forget. 
And, let me tell you, it was no small mark of goodness 
in a woman of her haughty disposition, who, as a role, 
never fbrgove any body, fov my sake to give np her 
hostiHty to Miss Brady, and to receive bar kindly. Per, 
Hke a mad boy as I was, it was Noia I was always 
raving about and asking for; I wonld only accept medi- 
cines from her hand, and would look rudely and sulkily 
upon the good mother, who loved me better than any 
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iiuiig ebe in ttie waM, mi gaTd np ev«n her fiEtTouriie 
habits, and proper and beeoming jealottdeiy to make me 

happy. 

As I got well, I saw that Nora's \Tsits became daily 
more rare: "Why don't she come?" I would say, 
peevislily, a dozen times in the day; in reply to which 
qai&eyf Mis. Barry would be obliged to make tbe best 
ezonses she could £nd, — sneh as tfaatNofa had sprained 
her anUe, or that tiiej had quarrelled together, or some 
other answer to soothe me. And many a time has the 
good soul left mc to go and break her heart in her own 
room alone, and come back with a smiling face, so that 
I should know nothing ot her mortification. Nor, indeed, 
did I take mach*pains to ascertain it; nor should I, I 
fcar, hanre been very muoh tooehed even had I diaooymd 
it, ftr the oommenoem^ of manhood, I think, is the 
period of oar eztremest selfiahness. We get meh a 
desire then to take wing, and leave the parent-nest, that 
no tears, entreaties, or feelings of affection, will counter- 
balance this overpowering longing after independence. 
She must haTe been very sad, that poor mother of mine 
— Heaven be good to her I — at that period of my life; 
and has ofbsn toM me since vhat a pang of the heart it 
-was to her to see all her care and aieotion of yea» 
forgott en by me in a minute, and for tiie sake of a little, 
heartless jilt, who was only playing with me wbile she 
could get no better suitor, ior the fact is, that during 
the last four weeks of my illness, no other than Captain 
Quin was staying at Castle Biady, and making love to 
Miss Nora in iorm; and my mother did not dare to 
Iweak this nevrs to me, and yon may be snre that JNm 
herself kept it a.secaret It was only by cbanee that I 
discovered it 
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Shall I tell you how? The ndnx had been to see 

me onOtday, as I sat up in my bed, convalescent, and 
iras in such high spirits, and so giaeiuiis and kind to 
me, that my heart poured over with joy and gladness, 
and I had eYen for my poor mother a kind word and a 
kiss that morning. I felt myself so well that I ate up 
a whole chicken, and pttHmaed my nnek, who had come 
to see me, to be ready, against partxidgeHBhooting, to ao- 
etmipany him, as my onatom yw. 

The next day but one was a Sunday, and 1 had a 
project for that day which 1 determined to nalif-e, in 
spite of all the doctors and my mother's injunctions, 
which Avere that I was on no account to leave the house, 
fas the fresh air would be the death o£ me. 

Well, I lay wondrous quiet, composing a copy of 
f oys s B, the first I ever made in my life, and I give them 
here spelt as I spelt them in those days when I knew 
no better. And tliough they ar(^ not so polished and 
elegant as "Ardelia, ease a love-sick swain:" and, "When 
bol bedecks the Daisied Mead;'* and other lyrical effu- 
sions of mine wliich obtained me so much reputation in 
after life, I still think them pretty good f<nr a humble 
hd of fifteen: — 

TUB BOSB OF FLOEA* 

Sint by a Young Gentlenuin of QualUff lo MU$ Br^iff, of C^iUe S^— iy. 

On Bratly's tower there grows u flower. 

It is tne luvelicat fluwer that blow*,— 
At CMtle Bnidy there llvee e lady, 

(And how I love her no one knous); 
Her name \a Nora, ami the ;.o(l.lrHs Flora 
Preaents her with this blooming rose. 

• 

"O T^a<ly Nora," says the poddcss Flora, 
i* ve mauy a ricU nad bright purUrie } 
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But you're the fairest lady there: 
Not all the county, nor Ireland's bounty. 
Can projuicc a trcu;suie that half su fair!" 

What chpck is redder? sure roses fed hnr! 

Her hail- is maregoida, and her eye of blew 
Beneath her eyelid, is like th« ▼l*l«t. 

That dmriclj flisteiw with gentle Jew! 
The U1y*8 nature is not sarely whiter 

Than Kora's neck is, — and tatr arrtunt too* 

^' Gome , gentle Nora,** says tte fOd4«M Fl0I|i« 

"My dearest creaturb, take my advleOt 
There is a poet, full well you know it. 

Who spends bis iife-tinic in heavy sighs, — 
Toonir Bedmond Barry, 'tis hln yon*ll many, 

If thjm9 and raiata yon*d ehooaa Ukawlae*" 

On Sunday, no sooner was my mother gone to ohurch, 
than I Bommoned Phil the yakt, and insiatied upon hia 
producmg my heat auit, in which I anayed myadf 
(although I found that I had shot up ao in my illneaa 

that the old dress was woefully too small for me), and, 
with my notable copy of verses in my hand, ran down 
towards Castle 13rady, bent upon beliolding ray beauty. 
The air was so ireeh and bright, and the birds sang so 
loud amidst the green trees, that I felt more elated than 
I had been for months before, and sprung down the 
ayenue (my uncle had cut down every stick of the tzeea, 
by the way) as brisk as a young fawn. My heart began 
to thump as I mounted the grass -^rown steps of the 
terrace, and passed in by the ricketty hall -door. The 
master and mistress were at church, Mr. Screw, thei 
butler y told me, after giving a start back at seeing my 
altered appearance, and gaunt, lean %nre, and ao were 
aix of the young ladies. 

^Waa Miss Kora one?'' I aaked. 
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VBm Nova was not due,'' said llr. SeieWi mm," 
BUDg a Tery pumled, and yet knowing look. 

** Where was she?" To this question he answered, 
or rather made helie\'e to answer, Avitli usual Irish in- 
genuity, and left me to settle whether she was gone to 
iilwangan on the pillion behind her brother, or whether 
■he and her sister had gone for a walk, or whether she 
was ill in her room; and while I was setfling this query 
Mr. Screw left me abruptly. 

I rushed away to the back court, where the Castle 
Brady stables stand, and tliere 1 found a dmgoon wliist- 
ling the **Ko;ist Beef of Old England," as lie cleaned 
down a cavalry horse. "Whose horse, fellow, is that?" 
cried 1. "Feller, indeed!" replied tlie Englishman; "the 
horse belongs to my captain, and he's a better feller nor 
you any day.** 

I did not stop to break his bones, as I would on an- 
other occasion, for a liorrible suspicion had come across 
me, and I made for the garden as fjiiickly as 1 could. 

I knew somehow what I should see there. I saw 
Captain Uuin and Hora pacing the alley togeth()r. Her 
arm was under his, and the scoundrel was fondling and 
squeezing the hand which lay closely nestling against 
hiis odious waistooal Some distance beyond them was 
Captain Fagan of the Kilwangan regiment, who was pay- 
ing court to Nora's sister Mysie. 

I am not afraid of any man or ghost; but as I saw 
that sight my knees fell a trembling violently under me, 
and such a sickness came over me, that 1 was fain to 
sink down on the grass by a tree against whioh I leaned, 
and lost almost all eansdimsness for a minute or two; 
ften I gathered myself up, and, advancing towards the 
couple on the walk, loosened the blade of the Uttle 

Thackeray, Miscellanies, VL 3 
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•iihm*liiUed hanger I always wore in its soabbaid; for I 

was resolved to pass it through the body of the delin- 
quents, and spit them like two pigeons. I don't tell 
wtat feelings else besides those of ra^e were passing . 
through my mind, what bitter blank disappointment^ 
what mad wild despair, what a sensation as if the whole 
world was tumbling from nndar me: I make no doubt 
^bai my reader hafli been jOted "by the ladies many timea, 
and so bid him reoall his own sensatioiui when the shook 
first fell upon him. 

**Ko, !Norelia," said the captain (for it was the fashion 
of those times for lovers to call themselves by the most 
romantic xiames out of novels), '^except for you and four 
others, I tow before all the gods, my heart has new 
Mfc the soft flamer 

''Ah! you men, yon men, Eugenio!" said die (ISie 
beastfs name was John), ''your passion is ncrt equal to 
ours. We are like — like some plant I've read of 
we bear but one Hower, and then we die!" 

"Do you mean you never felt an inclination for an- 
other?" said Captain Qnin. 

''Never, my Eugenie, but for thee! How can yon 
aak a bloshmg nymph sodi a queetion?" 

''Darling l^orelia!" said he, raising her hand to 
his lips. 

I had a knot of cherry -polourcd ribands, which she 
had given me out of her breast, and which somehow 
I always wore upon me. I pulled these out of my 
bosom and flung them in Captain Uuin's face, and 
rushed ont with my litte sword drawn, shiiekmg, "She's 
a liar — she's a liar, Captain Qnin! Dmw, sir, and da* 
fbnd yourself, if yon are a man!" and wi^ fitese woida 
I leaped at the monster, and ooUared him, while Korfi 
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made fhe inr eobo wXk her maceeeam; at the aooad of 
whidb the other captain and Myaie hastened up. 

Although 1 sprung up like a weed in my illness, and 
was now nearly ;ittaiiu*d to my full growth of six feet, 
yet I was but a lath by the side of the enormous Eng- 
lish captain ; who had calyes and shoulders such as no 
chairman at Bath ever boasted. He turned yeiy led, 
and then exceedingly pale at my attack npon him; and 
slipped back and clntched at hk sword — when Nora, 
in an agony of terror, flung herself round him, screaming, 
"Eugenio! Captain Quin, for Heaven's sake spare the 
child — he is but an infant!" 

"And ought to be whipped for his impudence," said 
the eaptain; "but neyer fear, Miss Brady, I shall not 
touch him; your favourite is safe from me." So saying^ 
he stooped down and picked up the bunch of ribands 
which I had flung at Nora's feet, and handing it to her, 
said in a sarcastic tone, "When ladies make presents to 
gentlemen, it is time for other gentlemen to retire." 

"Good heavens, Uuin!" cried the girl, "he is but a 
boy." 

"rm a man,* roared I, "and will prove it," 
''And don't signify any more than my panot <»r 
lap-dog. Mayn't I gire & bit of riband to my own 

cousin?" 

"You are perfectly welcome, miss," continued the 
captain, "as many yards as you like." 

" Monster! " exclaimed tlie dear girl; "j'our father was 
a tailor, and you aie always thinking of the shop. But 
111 hare my rerenge, I will! Beddy, will you see me 
iasolted?" 

''Indeed, Miss Nora/' says I, ''I intend to haTe his 

blood as sure as my name's Itedmond." 
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send for the usher to cane yon, little boy* 8aJd 

the captain, regaininu: his self-possession; "but as for 
you, miss, I have the lionour to wish you a good-day." 

He took off his liat with much ceremony, and made 
a low conge ^ and waa just walking off, when Mick, my 
cousin, came up, whose ear had likewise been cau^t by 

the scream. 

"Uoity — toity! Jack Quin, what's the matter 
here?" says ]\ri< k; "Ifora in tears, Redmond's ghost here 
with his sword drawn, and you making a bow?" 

'TU teU you what it is, Ifo. Brady," said the English- 
man; "I have had enough of Miss Nora here and your 
Irish ways. I ain't used to 'em. Sir." 

"Well, well! what is it?" said Mick, good-humouredly 
(for he owed Quin a great deal of money as it turned 
out); ''we'll make you used to our ways, or adopt English 
ones." 

"Ifs not the English way for ladies to have two 

lovers, (tlic "Henglii^h way," as the captain called it), 
and so, Mr. iirady, I'll thank yow to pay me the sum 
you owe me, and I resign all claims to tins young 
lady. If she has a fiuoey for school-boys, let her take 
'em, sir/' 

''Pooh! pooh! Quin, you are joking," said Mick. 

'*I never was more in earnest," replied tlie otlier. 

"By Heaven, then look to youi'self," shouted ^lick. 
"Infamous seducOT! infenial deceiver 1 — you come and 
wind your toib round this suffering angel hm — jou 
win her heart and leaye h^ — and £uiey her broker 
won't defend her? Draw this minute, yod slave ! and let 
me cut the wicked heart out of your body!" 

^'Tliib is regular assassination," said Quin, starting 
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iatsk; ''theie'is two on ^em on me at onoe. Fagan, you 
won't Ifit 'em ifittrder me?'' 

"Faith!" .said Captain Taccan, who seemed mip;htily 
amused, "you may settle your own (|uaiTel, Captain 
Quin;'' and coming oyer to me, wIuBpered, "At him again, 
you little fellow." 

"As long as Mr. Quin withdraws his olaim/' said 
"I, of course, do not interfere." 

'^I do, sir, — I do," said iSi, Qdn, more and more 
flustered. 

"Then deiend yourself like a man, — curse you!'* 
cried Mick a<;ain. "Mysie, lead this poor victim away — 
Eedmond and i'a^an will see lair play between us." 

"Well now — I don't — give me time — Tm 
pnzzled — I — I don't know wljdch way to look.** 

"like the donkey betwixt the two bundles of hay,** 
said Mr. Tagan, dryly, "and there's prett}^ pickings on 
either side." 



CHAPTEK n. 

In whtelk I Show MyieU to be A Mm of Bplrft* 

DuBxm ttuB dispute, my cousin Nora did HbB only 
thing that a lady, und^ meh cinmmslanees, eould do, 

and t'aiiLted in due form. I was in hot altercation with 
Mick at the time, or I should have, of course, ilo\vn to 
her assistance, but Ca])tain lagan (a dry sort of fellow 
tiiis Fagaa was) prevented me, Ba}ing, "I advise you 
to leave ihe young lady to herself, Master !Bedmond, and 
be aoie she will come to." And so^ indeed, after a whik^ 
she did, -which has shown me since that ¥agan knew 
the world pretty well, for many's the lady IVe seen in 
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alter Barnes Tecover in a eimilar maimer. Qom did not 

offer to help her, you may be sure, for, in the midst of 
Ihe diversion, caused by her screaming, the faithless 
bully stole away. 

^Whioh of OS is Captain Qnin to engage?" said I to 
Mick; for it was my first affidr^ and I was as proud of 
it as o&a suit of laced velyei ''Is it yon or I, cousin 

!Mick, that is to have the honour of chastising this in- 
solent Englishman?" And I held out my hand as I 
spoke, for my heart melted towards my cousin under the 
triumph of the moment. 

But he rejected the proffered offer of Mendship. 
"Ton — you!** said he, in a towering passion; ''hang 
you for a meddling brat, your hand is in everybody's 
jne. What business had you to come brawling and 
quarrelling here, with a gentlemau who has iifteen 
hundred aryear?'' 

"Ohy'^ gasped Nora, fam the stone bench, "I shall 
die; I know I shall. I shall never leave this spof 

"The Captain's not gone yet,*' whispered Fagan, on 
which Nora, giving him an indignant look, jumped up 
and walked towards the house. « 

"Meanwhile,'' Mick continued, "what business have 
you, you meddUng rascal, to interfere with a daughter 
of this house?" 

"Rascal vourself!" roared I; "call me another such 
name, Mick Brady, and I'll drive my hanger into your 
weazand. BecoUeet, I stood to yon when I was eleven 
years old. Pm your match now, and, by Jove, provoke 
me, and m beat you like — like your younger hrofher 
always did." That was a home-cut, and I saw Mick turn 
blue with fury. 
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"This is a pretty way to recommend yourself to the 
family," said i'agan, in a fiootidng tone. 

"The gkl'0 old enough to be hie mother," gcowled 
Miek. 

^Qld or noty*^ I replied: ^yoa listen to thiSy IGiok 
Brady (and I swore a tramendons oalii, iliat need not be 

put down here), the man that marries Kora Brady must 
iirst kill me — do you mind that?" 

"Pooh, sir," said Mick turning away, '^kill you, — 
£og you, you meani 111 send for JKick the himtaman to 
do it;'' and so he went gSL 

C^tain f agan now oame up, and, taking me kindly 
by tlie hand, said I was a gallant lad, and he liked my 
i^iiit. ^^Bnt what Biady says is tme/' contimied he; 
^'Wb a hard thiiij^ to give a lad cuunsel who is iu such 
a far-gone state as you; but, believe me, I know the 
world, and if you will but follow my advice, you won't 
xegret having taken it Kora Brady has not a penny; 
you are not a whit richer. You are hot fifteen, and 
die's foor-and-twoity. In ten yeazs, when yoa^ old 
enom^ to marry, she will be an old woman; and, my 
poor boy, don't you see — though ifs a hard matter to 
see — that she's a ilii't^ and does not care a pin for you 
or Quin either?** 

But who in love (or in any other point, for the 
matter of that) listens to advice? I never did, and I 
tcdd Captain Fagan fedily, that Nom might love me or 
not, as she liked, bat tfaet Qnin durald fif^ me befbie 
be manned ber ^ that I swore. 

'4 uith,*' says Fagan, "I think you are a lad thafs 
likely to keep your word;" and, lookiug hard at me for 
a second or trso, he walked away likewise, humming a 
tone; and I saw he looked back at me as he went 
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through the old gate out of the garden. Aud w hen he 
was p:one, and I was quite alone, 1 iiung myself down 
on the bench where ^ora had made believe to faint^ 
and had left her handkerchief; and, taking it up, hid my 
&oe in, it, and bunt into snoh a passion of teaons, as I 
would tben have had nobody see for the worid. The 
ernmpled riband whieh I had flung at Quin lay in the * 
walk, and 1 sat tliere for hours, as wretched as any man 
in Irehxnd, I helieve, for the time ])ein*:^. But it's a 
changeable world! When we coufiider how gi'eat our 
sorrows seeniy and how small they are^ how we think we 
shall die of grief, and how quickly wa Ibiget, I think 
we ought to be ashamed (tf oufBelres and our fickle- 
hfiartedniesa. For, after all, what business has Time to 
bring us consolation? I have not, perhaps, in the course 
of my multiiUrious adventures and experience, hit u])uii 
the right woman; and have forgotte n, alter a little, every 
single creature I adored; but I think, if 1 could but have 
lighted on the right one, I would have loved h^ for ever* 
I must have sat for Bome hours bemoaning myself on 
the garden-bench, for it was morning when I cam» to 
CSasUe Brady, and the dinneivbell olan^d as usual at 
three o'clock, which wakened me up from my reverie. 
Presently I gathered up the luuidkerchief, and once more 
took the riband. As 1 passed through the offices, I saw 
tlie captain's saddle was still hanging np at the stable- 
door, and saw his odious red-coated brute of a servant 
swaggering with the soullion*girl8 and kitchen-people. 
''The Bnglishman's still there, Mast^ Bedmond,** said 
one of the maids *to me (a sentimeirtal black-eyed girl, 
who waited on the young ladies). "He's there in the 
parlour, with the sweetest fillet of vale; go in, aud don't 
let him browbeat you, Master liedmoud.'' 
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And in 1 weftt, and took my jlioe at tiie bottom of 
liie big iaUe, as usmlf and mj Mend Hie biitkr ipeadilj 
bfOQght me a eover. 

"Hallo, Reddy, my boy!" said my uncle, "up and 
well? — that's right." 

"He'd better be home with his mother," growled my 
aunt. 

"Dai't mind her/' gays imclB &ady; "it's the ( old 
goose fliie ate »t hteakituBt didnt agree with her. Tak» 
a gUuB of spiritB, Mxb. Bndj, to Bedmood's healtL'' It 
was erident be did not know of wbat bad happened; bnt 

Mick, who was at dinner too, and Ulick, and almost all 
the girls, looked exceedingly black, and the captain 
foolish; and Aliss Xora, who was again by his side, 
ready to cry. Captain Fagan sat smiling; and I looked 
on aa cold as a atone. I thought the dinner wonld ehoke 
M, but I -was detennined to put a good faee on it; and 
when the doth was dxawn, filled mj g^aas wiiii the rest; 
and we drank the King and the Church, a^ gtrntlemen 
.should. JVIy uncle was in high good-liuniour, and espe- 
cially always joking with Xora and the captain. It was, 
"Xora, divide that merrythought with the captain! see 
who'll be married first." "Jack Quin, my dear boy, 
Benrer mind a clean glaaa for the daiet, we're short of 
oystal at CSaatk Brady; take JBTota'a and the wine will 
taste none tiie wcrae;" and so m. He waa in ibt higheat 
plee, — I did not know why. Had there been a recon- 
ciliation between the faithless girl and her lover since 
they had come into the lionsc? 

I learned tlie truth very soon. At the tliird toast, it 
WM alwaya the custom for the ladies to withdraw; but 
vsj xaadB stopped them this time, in spite of the reman* 
sfameea of Kom, who said, ^'0, pal do. IcA na go!'' and 
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md, "No, Mrs. Brady and ladie«» if fou plaise; this is 
a sort of toart that is dnmk a great dale too seldom in 
my fionily, and you'll please to xeceive it in&L ail iAtd 
hoBotm. Here's Oafpain aud ICss. Jomr Quin, and 
long life to them. Kiss her, Jack, you rogue; for 'faith 
youVe got a treasure!*' 

"Ho has already," ... I screeched out, springing up. 

"Hold your tongue, you fool — hold your tongue 
said hig Ulick, who sat by me; but I wouldn't hear. 

''He has abeady," I scieamed, ''been dapped in iiie 
ftee this numung, Captain John Qwai; he's ahraady been 
called coward, Captain John Quin; and this is the way 
I'll diiuk Ids health. * Here's your health, Captain Jolin 
Uuin:'" and 1 liung a glass of claret into liis face. 
I don't know how he looked after it, for the next 
moment I myself was imder the table, tripped up by 
Ulick, who hit me a violent cuff on the head aa I went 
down; and I had hazdly leisure to hear the genecal 
icreaamig and skurrying that was taking place aboye 
me, being so fully occupied with kicks, and thumps, 
aud curses, with wliichUlick was belabouring mc. " You 
fool!" roared he — "you great blundering marplot — 
you silly beggarly brat (a thump at each)^ hold your 
tongue r' These blows from Uliek, of course, I did not 
caie itff, for he had always been tqj Mend, and had 
been in Ihe habit of tbrMihing me all my Hfe^ 

When I got up finom under ihe table aU the ladies 
were gone; and 1 liad the satisfaction of seeing the 
captain's nose was bleeding, as mine was — Iiis was cut 
across tlie bridge, and his beauty spoiled for ever. Ulick 
shook himself, sat down quietly, £lled a bumper, and 
pushed the bottle to me. ''There, you yom^ donkey," 
aaadhe, "suptfaat; and let^s hear-no more of your bxaynig*'' 
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^In Hettveii's matiBf irbat does all the row mean?'' 
msyn my tmole. **Jb tiie boy in the fever again?" 

"It's all your fault/* said Mick, sulkily: "yours and 
those who brought him here." 

"Hold your noise, Mick!" says "Click, turning on 
him; "speak dyil of my father and me, and don't let me 
1^ called apcm to teach you manners.* 

"It is your fiault,'' repeated Mick* ^Wbat bnainefls 
has die Tagabond here? H I had my wiU| Pd haye him 
flogged and turned but.'* 

"And BO he should be/' said Captain Quin. 

"You'd best not try it, Quin/' said Ulick, "who was 
always my champion j and, turning to his father, "The 
fact is, air, that the young monkey haa Mien in love 
with Nora, and finding her and the captain mighty 
tweet in the garden to-day, he was for mordering Jack 

"Gad, he's beginninc; young/' said my uncle, quite 
jjood-humouredly. "'I'aith, Jb'agan, that boy's a Jirady, 
every inch of him." 

"And I'll tell you what, Mr. B." cried Qnin, bristling 
vp; "Tyb been insulted groaaly in this 'auae, 1 ain't at 
aU aatiafied with these here wa]^ of going on. Pm tax ^ 
flngliafaman, I am, and a man of property: and I — 

"If you're insulted, and not satisfied, remember 
there's two of us, Quin/' said Flick, gruffly. On which 
the captain feU to washing his nose in water, and an- 
swered never a word. 

^Ifo. Quin," said I, in the most dignified tone I 
coold aeaoxne, ''may also have satisfhction any time he 
pleases, by ceiling on Redmond Barry, Esquire, of Barry- 
vilie." At which speech my uucle burst out a-laughing 
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(as he did at every thing); and in this laugh, Captain 
Eagan^ much to my mortificatioay joined. I turned 
lather smartly upon him, however^ and bade bim to 
nndeiBtand, that though I was i "boj, ftr my conam 
TJlick, who had been my best Mend thnmgh life, I 
could put up with rough treatment from him; yet, even 
that sort of treatment I would hear from him no longer; 
and that any other person who ventured on tlic like 
would find me a man to their cost. "Mr. Uuin,** I 
added, '^knows that fact very well; and, if a man, 
he'll know where to find me." 

My uncle now observed that it was gdting late, and 
that my mother would be amdouB about me. ''One of 
you had better go home witli him," said he, turning; to 
his sons, "or the Jad may be playing more pranks." But 
Ulick said, with a nod to his brother, "lioth of us ride 
home with Quin here." 

'Tm not afraid of Freen^-'s people/' said the ci^tain, 
with a fednt attempt at a laugh; ''my man is armed, 
and so am I." 

"Yon know the use of arms Tery well, Quin," said 
Ulick; "and no one < an duubt your courage; but Alick 
and I will see you ho^^e for all that." 

"Why, you'll not be home till morning, boys, Kil- 
wangan's a good ten mile from here." 

"We'll sleep at Quin's quarteis,'' replied Ulick: 
^^w^re going to stop a week there** 

''Tlmnk you," says Quin, Yeiy fidnt; "it*s very kind 
of you." 

"You'll be lonely, you know, ^\ithout us.'' 
"0 yes, very lonely!" says Quin. 
"And in another week^ my boy," sa^s T^lick (and 
here he whispered something in the captain's ear, in 
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which I thought I caught the words "marriage/* "par- 
son," and felt all iiiV lury retiiniing again). 

"As you please/' whined out the captain; and tho 
hoises were quickly brought round^ and the three gcn« 
tlemen rode away. 

Fagan stopped, and, at my uncle's iiyimetion, walked 
aenxn the old tieelesB park with me. He Baid, iiiat 
after the qaaml at dumer, he thought T would flcareely 
"want to see the ladies that night, in whicli opinion [ 
concurred enliiulyi and so we wont oft' without an 
adieu. 

" A pretty day's work of it you have made, Master 
Bedmond/' said he. "What! you, a friend to the 
Bradya, and knowing your nncle to be distreflsed for 
money, try and break off a matoh which will bring if- 

teen hundred a-year into the family? Quin has pro- 
mised to pay off the four thousand pounds ^liich is 
bothering your uncle so. He takes a girl without a 
penny — a girl with no more beauty than yonder bul- 
lock. Well, well, don't look furious; let's say she is 
handsome — thm's no aceounting fi>r tastes, — a girl 
that has been flingii^ herself at the head of eyexy man 
in fliese parts Hiese ten years past, and masmg them alL % 
And you, as poor as herself, a boj^ of fifteen — well, 
sixteen, if you insist — and a boy who ought to be at- 
tached to your uncle as to your father — " 
"And so I am," said I. 

"And this is the return you make him for his kind- 
ness! Didn't he harfoonr you in his house when yon 
were an orphan, and hasn't he given you rent-free your 

fine mansion of Banyville yonder? And now, when his 

atfaii*s can be put into order, and a chance offers for his 
old age to be made comibrtabLc, who Hings himself in. 
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the way of him and competence? — You, of all others; 
the man in the world most obliged to Meil If e wicked, 
imgratefdl, unnatniaL From a lad of aoeh sprit as yon 

are, I expect a truer eourage.*' 

**l am not afraid of any man alive," exclaimed I 
(for ihhi latter part of the captain's argument had lather 
staggered me, and I wished, of course, to turn it, as one 
always should when the enemy's too strong); ''and it's 
/ am the injured man, Captain Eagan. No man was 
ever, smoe the world began, treated so. Look here — 
look at this riband. Vre worn it in my heart for six 
months. Tve had it there all the time of the fever. 
Didn't Xora take it out of her own bosom and give it 
me. Didn't she kiss me when she gave it me, and call 
me her darling Bedmond." ' 

"She was practising^'* replied Mr. Fagan> with a 
sneer. ''I know woman, sir. Give them tune, and let 
nobody else oome to tiie honse, and iheyU in love 
with a dhimney-sweep. There was a young kdy in 
Permoy — " 

"A young lady in flames," roared I (but I used a 
still hotter word). "Mark, this, come what will of it, 
I swear I'll tight the man who pretends to the hand of 
Nora Brady. Pll follow him, if it's into the church, 
and meet him tiiere. Ill haf^e his blood, or he shall 
have mine; and this riband shall be found dyed in it. 
Yes! and i£ I kill him, Til pin it on his breast, and then 
she may go take l^ack her token." Tliis I said because 
I was very much excited at the time, and because I had 
not read my novels and romantic plays for nothing. 

''Well,'' says fagan after a pause^ ^'if it must be, it 
must For a young fellow, yon are the most blood- 
thirty I ever saw* ttuin's a detennined feUow, too.'' 
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""Will Wke my mMMge to lum?" Mid I, quite 
eagerly. 

^Hiifih!^ said Fagsn: ^'yonr motiier may be on the 

look-out. Here we are, cloae to Banyville." 

"Mind! not a word to my mother," I said; and went 
into the house swelling with pride and exultation to 
think that I should have a ohaiuse agaimt the EugliAh* 
man I hated so. 

Tiniy my servanty had oome op from BanyriUe on 
'my vMUba^B return from drareh, ftr tin good lady mm 
rather alarmed at my absence, and anzktui for my retnm. 
But lie had seen me go in to dinner, at the invitation of 
the sentimental lady's-maid; and when he had had liis 
own share of the good tilings in the kitchen, which was 
always better famished than oum at home^ had walked 
back again to inform his mistress wfaeie I was, aiid» ap 
doabty to tell ber, in his own ftahion, o£ all tibe eYeuto 
fliat bad happened at Oasfle Brady. In spite of my 
precautions to secrecy then, I half suspected Ihat my 
mother knew all, from the manner in wliicli she em- 
braced me on my arrival, and rccciNcd our guest, Cap- 
tain Fagan. The poor soul looked a iittie anxious and 
flushed, and eveiry now and then gazed very hard in 
the captain's but she said not a word about the 
juarrely Ibr she had a noble spirit, and would as lief 
haye seen any one of her kindred hanged as shiiking 
from the field of honour. What has become of those 
gallant feelings nowadays? Sixty years ago a man was 
a man, in old Ireland, and the sword that was horn })y 
bis side was at the service of any geniLeman's gizzaxdy 
upon the slightest differenceb Bat the good old thues 
and usages are ftst fading away. One aeaioely ever 
bean of a fair meeting now, and the use of fhoaa 
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cowardly pistols, in place of ib» hoBoanUio a^d manly 
weapon of gentlmen, has introdnoed a deal of knaTery 

into the practice of dueUing tliat cannot be sufficiently 
deplored. 

Whon T arrived at home 1 felt that I was a man iu 
earnest, and welcoming Captain f'agaa to iiaiTv\ilIe, 
and introducing bhn to my mother, in a majestic and 
dignified way, said the captain mnat be iiiinty after hia 
walk, and oalled upon Thn to bdng up a bottle of ilie 
ydlowHiealed Bordeaux, and oakes and glasses, in^- 

mediately. 

Tim looked at the mistress in great Avondermcnt; 
and the fact is, that six hours previous I would as soon 
have thought of burning the house down as calling £or 
a bottle of olaret on my own acooont; but I felt I was 
a man now, and had a rig^t to command; and my 
moHier felt this too, for she turned to the fellow and 
said, sharply, "Don't you hear, you rascal, what yow 
master says! Go, get tlie Aviue, and the cakes and 
glasses, directly." Then (for you may he sure she did 
not give Tim the keys of our little cellar), she went and 
got the liquor herself; and Tim brought it in, on the 
idlyer tray, in doe tarn. My dear mothw poured oat 
fbe wine, and drank the captain welcome; but I ob- 
served her hand shook very much as she perfbrmed this 
courteous duty, and the bottle went clink, clink, against 
the glass, ^^'hen she had tast(^d her glass, she said she 
had a headache, and would go to bed; and so I asked 
her blessing, as becomes a dutiful son — (the modem 
bloods have given up the respectful ceremoBies which 
distinguished a genfieman in my time) — and she 
Mfc me and: Ci^iain Fagan to talk ot» our important 
bnsincis- 
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out of the iCfape tfaam a maeting. The fliet is, there mm 

a talk of it at Castle Brady, after your attack upon Quin 
tliis afternoon, and he vowed that he would cut you in * 
pieces; but the tears and supplications of Miss Honoria 
induced him, though very unwillingly, to relent Now, 
however, matten have gone too £ur. Ko officer, bearing 
loB majeity'a eommiwriony can xeceiye a g^MS cf wine on 
his nofle~this dazet of yonn is Tery good| t)y the waj» 
and by your lear© well ring for anotiier bottle — with- 
out resenting the afiront. Tight you mufit, and Quin is 
a huge strong fellow." 

"He'll give the better mark,'' said L '^I am not 
sfiredd of him." 

''In faithV' Mid the oaptun, "I belieye you aie not; 
Ibr a lady I never saw more game in my life." 

'^Look at lliat swords «hr/^ says I, p<^tuig to am 
elegant sQyer-mounted one, in a white shagreen case, 
that hung on the mantelpiece, under the picture of my 
father, Harry Eany. "It was with that sword, sir, that 
my father pinked Mohawk O'Hriscol, in Dublin, in the 
year 1740: with that sword, air, he met Sir Huddlestone 
jj^oddleetone, theHampahiie baronet, and ran him through 
the neck. They met, on horsehaok, with sweid and 
pistol, on Hounslow Bj&aQi, as, I daze say, yon hate ] 
heard tell of, and those are tJie pistols (they hung on 
each side of the picture), whicli the gallant Bairy used. 
He was quite in the wrung, having insulted T.ady lud- 
dlestone, when in liquor, at the Brentt'ord assembly. But 
like a gentleman, he scorned to apologise, and Sir liuddle- 
sfame reoeived a ball throogh his hat, before they engaged 
* with ibe swoid. I am 'H$aj Barry's son, sir, and will 
act as becomes my name and my quality.** 

Thackeray, Miscellanies. 7h 4 
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'^Giye me a 1dm, mj dwr hoj" nid f agan, with 
tem in his eyes. ^Toii4e after mj ofwn craL As long 
as Jack Eagan liyes, yoa shall nmrex -want a fiiend or a 
oeoond." 

Poor fellow! he was shot six months afterw^irds, 
carrying orders to my Lord George Sackville, at Miuden, 
and I lost thereby a kind friend. But we don't know 
what is in store for ue, and that night was a merry one 
at least We had a seeond bottle, and a third too (I . 
eoQld hear the poor mother going doim -alam for esd^ 
but she oeTer eame into ihe parlour with liiam, and sent 
them in by the butler, Mr. Tim); and we parted at length, 
he engaging to arrange matters with Mr. Quints second 
that night, and to bring me news in the morning as to 
the place wliere the meeting should take place. I have 
often thought since, how difterent my fiite might have 
been, had I not fallen in love with kora at tibiat early 
age; aad had I not flong the wine in Qun's Hm^ and 
10 broni^ on ti» dneli I might have setHed down in 
Ireland but for that (for Miss Quinlan was an heiress, 
within twenty miles of us, and Peter Burke, of Kil- 
wangan, left his daughter Judy 700 /. a-year, and I might 
have had either of them, had 1 waited a few years). But 
it was in my ftte to be a wand^er, and that battk with 
Qmi sent me on my trayds at a yecy eaiiy age, as yoa 
diall hear 

I m/wet slept soonder in my life, though I woke a 

little earlier than usual, and you may be sure my first 
thought was of the event of the day, fur which 1 was 
fully prepared, i had ink and pen in my room — had 
I not been wnting these veraee to l^Tora but the day pre- 
ynonAp like a poor fimd fool as I was? And now I sat 
down and wrote a ooi^le of ktteKs more; ^ysj mig^ be 
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the last, thought I, that I efver Aoald vzite in Wf life. 
The fixst WM to my mother. ^HmMmred HUbdam" — I 
wrote — ^'Ihis wiU not he givei you uleM I ML hy 
tiie hand of CaptBin Qnin, -whom I meet this day in the 
field of honour, with sword and pistol. If I die, it is 
as a good Christian and a gentleman , — how shuuld I be 
other\visc when educated by such a mother as you? I 
foqg^Y& ail my enemies — I heg your hleflfting, as a duti* 
son. I desire that my mare N<m, whioh my uncle 
ttTe me. and which I called after tha moat faithlfimn of 
her eez^ may he zetnmed to Castle Brady, and heg you 
will give my silrer-hilted hanger to Phil Purcell, the 
gamekeej)er. l*rescnt my duty to my uncle and Ulick, 
and all the girls of my party there. And I rejuajjOL your 

dutilui son, IIeDMOND liAKBT." 

To l^ora I wrote, — ''This letter will be finwd in 
my bosom along with the token you gave me. It will 
be dyed in. n^ blood (unlees X have Captain Quin'f^ whom 
I hate, but fu^ye), and will be a pretty oniament for 

you on your marriage day. "Wear it, and think of the 
poor boy to whom you gave it, and who died (as lie was 
always ready to do) for your sake. — Hkdmond." 

These letters being written, and sealed with my 
fsither's great silver seal of the Barry arms, X went down 
to iMDBak&at, where my mother wraa waiting 6a me, you 
nay be sure. "We did not aay a single word about what 
was taking place, on the contrary, we talked of anything 
bat that; about wdio was at church the day before, and 
about my granting new clothes now 1 was grown so tall. 
She said, I must have a suit against winter, if — it — - 
she could aiibrd it. fihe winced rather at the ''if," 
Heaven bless her! I knew what was in her mind. And 
than she fell to telling ma about the Maok pig that mnst 

4* 
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be killedi and that she had foimd the speckled hen^s 
nest that monm^^ whose eggs I liked so^ and other soeh 
trifling: talk. Botne of l^iese eggs were for Imakfast, and 

I ate tJicin with a good appetite; but in lielping uiyself 
to salt I spilled it, on which she started up ^vith a scream. 

Thank God^'^ said she, 'S7*.«7 fallen toicavds me" And 
then, her heart being too tuii, she left the room. Ah! 
they hftTe fanlts, those mothers; but are there any 
other women like Ihem? 

When she was gone I went to take down the sword 
with which my father had vanquished the Hampshire 
baronet, and, would you behove it, the brave woman 
had tied a nexc riband to the hilt, for indeed she had 
the courage of a lioness and a Brady united. And then 
I took down the pistols, which were always kept bright 
and well oiled, and put some firesh flints I had into tiie 
locks, and got balls cmd powder ready against the captain 
should come. There was claret and a cold Ibwl put ready 
for him on the sideboard, and a case-bottle of old brandy 
too, with a couple of little glasses on the silver tray with 
the BaiTV arms emblazoned. In after life, and in the 
midst of my fortune and splendour, I paid thirty-live 
guineas, and almost as much more interest, to the Lon- 
don goldsmith who supplied my fcKfiier with that very 
iray. A scoundrel pawnbroker wonM only pr^ me sis- 
tecoi to it aflberwafds, so Htfle can we trost Ihe honour 
of rascally tradesmen! 

At eleven o'clock Captain Fagan arrived, on horse- 
back, with a mounted dragoon after him. He paid his 
compliments to the collation which my mother's care had 
pnrtdded for him^ and then said, ''Look ye, Bedmond, 
my boy; tiiis is a silly business. The girl will many 
Qiasai^ marie my words; and as sure as she does yoifU 
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ibiget hot. Ton are tnit a boy. Qom is wiUmg to con* 
aider yon as suoIl Dublin's a fine place, and if you have 
a mind to take a ride thither and see the town for a 
month, here are t\\'enty guineas at your service. Make 
Gain an apology, and be ott." 

"A man of honour, Mr. Pagan/' says I, "dies, but 
never apologises, ni see tihe captain hanged before I 
apologise.'^ 

^Then here's noihing for it bnt a meeting." 

"My mare is saddled and ready," says I; "where's 
the meeting, and who's the captain's second?* 

'^our cousins cro out with him," answered Mr. Fagan. 

"I'll ring for my groom to bring my mare round," I 
said, ''as soon as you have rested yourself." Tim was 
acocndingly despatched for Kora, aiid I rode away, bat 
I didnt take leaye of Mis. Barry. The curtains of her 
bedroom windows were down, and iiiey didnt move as 
we mounted and trotted off. . . . /hit Uoo kottrs after^ 
wards ^ you should have seen her as slie came tottering 
down-stairs, and heard the scream whicli she gave as she 
hogged her boy to her heart, quite unhaimed and with« 
out a wound in his body. 

What had taken place I maj as well tell here. When 
we got to the ground, TJIick, Mick, and the captain, were 
already there. Quin, flaming in red regimentals, as big 
a monster as ever led a gi'euadier company. The party 
were laughing together at some joke of one or the other, 
and I must say I thought this laughter very unbecoming 
in my cousins, who were met, perhaps, to see the death 
of one of their kindred. 

**1 hope to spoil this sport,'' says I to Captain Eagan, 
in a great rage, ''and trust to see this swml of mine in 
yonder big bully's body." 
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'*0h! ifti "with pistols we fight," repKed Mr, Fagan. 1 
^'You are no match for ftuin with the sword." I 

"TR match any man with the sword/' said L 

''But swords are to-day impossible; Captain Quin 
is— is lame. He knooked bis knee against tbe swinging ^ 
park gate last night, as he was riding home, and can I 

scarce move it now." 

^Not against Castle Brady gate/' says I, "that has 
been off the binges tiiese tea years." * On wbiob fagan 
said it most bave been some other gate, and repeated 
what be bad said to Mr. (kun and my oonsins, -whsm, 

on alighting from our horses, we joined and saluted 

those gentlemen. 

"0 yes! dead lame," said TJlick, coming to shake 
me by the band, while Captain Quin took off his bat \ 
and tomed earCmiely red. **And rery hieky for yon, ^ 
Bedmoiid, my boy,** eontmned Ulick; ''yon were a dead 
man else, for he is a devil of a fellow — *- isn't be^ 
Fagau?" 

"A regular Turk," answered Fagan; adding, *^ never 
yet knew the man who stood to Captain Quin." 

''Hang tbe bosinessr said XJlkk; "I bate it I'm 
ashamed of ii 8ay you^ sorry, Bedmond; you can i 
easily say that* 

"If the younj^ />!!er 'will go to Duhling^ as pro- ' 
posed — " here interposed Mr. Quin. 

"I am not sorry — I'll not apologise — and I'll as 
soon go to DubUng as to — V* said I, with a stamp of 
my foot. 

"Thm's notbing ebe fbr ii^" eaid TJUok, wiflLalaiig^ 
to S^^an. "Take your groond lagan, — twelve paoas, 
I sappose?'* 
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"Ten, sir,** said Mr. Qain, in a big voice; "and make 
them short ones, do you hear, Captain Fagan?*' 

''Don't bully, Mr. Qufn," said IJlick, sarlily; ''here 
are the pistols.'' And he added, "with some emotion, 

to me, "God bless you, my boy, and when I count 
three, fire." 

Mr. Fac^an put my pistol into my liand, — that is, 
not one of mine (which were to serve, il need were, for. 
the next round), but one of Ulick's. "They are all 
light," said he. ''Kever fear: and Bedmond, fbce at his 
neck — bit him under the gorget. See bow tba 
fboL shows himself open.** 

Mick, who had never spoken a word, ITlick, and the 
captain retired to one side, and TTlick p;avo tlie sip^nal. 
It was slowly given, and I had leisure to cover my man 
welL I saw him changing colour and trembling as the 
nombexs were giTsn. At ''three,'' both o«r pistok went 
off. I heard somediing whiz by me, and my antagonist 
ghdog a most honible groan, starred backwards SEod 
feU. 

"He*8 down — he's down!" cried the seconcU, 
running towards him. Ulick lifted him up — Mick 
took his head. 

"He's hit here, in Uie neck," said Mick; and laying 
open his cost, blood was seen gurgling fam under his 
gorget, at the yery spot at which I ahned. 

"How is it with you?" said tJliek. "Is he really 
hit?" said he, looking hard at liiiii. The unfortunate 
■man did not answer, but when the support of Ulick's 
arm w as withdrawn from his back, groaned once more, 
and fell backwards. 

''The young fellow has begun well," said Miok, with 
a seowL **Ym bad better tide off, young sir, before 
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the police are up. They had wuxd of the huauiess before 
we left Eilwangan." 

"Is he quite dead?" said I. 

'^Quite dead," angwerad Miek. 

^Then tiie world's rid of a eowari^* said Captain 
Faf^an, giving the huge prostrate body a scornful kick 
-vvitli his foot "It's all over with hiiu, lieddy, — he 
doesn't stir." 

" are not cowards, Fagan," said Ulick, roughly, 
"whatever he was! Let's get the boy off as quick aa 
we may. Your xnaa shall go for a eart, and take away 
the body of this nnhappy gentleman. This has been 
a sad day's work £or our fimily, Bednwnd Bairy, and 
yw have robbed us of 1500/. a-year." 

"It was Nora did it," said I; "not I." And I took 
the riband she gave me out of my waistcoat, and the 
letter, and Hung them down on the body of Captain Uuin. 
"There!" says I — "take her those ribands. She'll 
know whftt they mean; and that's all that's left to her 
of two loyara she had and rained.*^ 

, I did not fbel any hofror or fear, young as I was, in 
seeing my enemy ])rostrate before me; for I knew that 
I had met and conquered him honourably in the tield^ 
as became a man of my name and blood. 

"And now, in Heaven's name, get the youngster out 
of the way," said Mick. 

Uliek said he would tide with me, and off aooordingly 
we galloped, never drawing bridle till we came to my 
mother's door. When there, Ulick told Tim to feed my 
mare, as I would have far to ride that day, and^i was 
in the poor mother's arms in a minute. 

I need not tell how great were her pride and exulta- 
tion when she heard from Ulick's li^ the acoonnt of 
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my behaTioar at the dueL He vgedy iMiweTer, that 
J flhoiild go into hiding to a Bhoit time; and it ynm 
agreed between them that I should drop my name of 

Barry, and, taking that of lledmond, go to Dublin, and 
there wait until mattei-s were blown over. This aminge- 
ment was not come to without some discussion; lor Avhy 
Bhould 1 not be as safe at Jiarry villa, she said, as my 
cousin and Uliok at Castle Brady? — bailiffs and dima 
neyer got near thm; why ahoiild oonstablea be enabled 
to come upon me? Bat TJlidc pendflted in Hie neoeaaify 
of my^instant departure, in whieb argoment, aa I waa 
anxious to see the world, I must coniess, 1 sided with 
him; and my mother was brought to see tliat in our 
small house at IJarryyille, in the midst of the village, 
and with the guard but of a couple of servants, escape 
would be impossible. Sa the kind aoul was forced to 
yield to jny eooain's entraatiea, who praniaed her, how- 
ever, that the affur woold aeon be arranged, and that 
I should be restored to her. Ah! how little did he know 
what fortune was in store for me! 

My dear mother had some forebodings, I think, that 
our separation was to be a long one; for she told me, 
that all night long, she had been consulting the cards 
regarding my fate m the duel; and that all the aigna 
betokened a separation; and, taking eat a atooking firam 
her eaciitoiiey the kind aonl pat twenty guineas in 
a purse for me (she had herself but twenty-five), and 
made up a little valise, to be placed at the back of my 
maiey in. which were my clothes, linen, and a siher 
dieBsbig-Gase of my father's. She bade me, too, to keep ' 
file aword and the pistols X had known to nae so like 
a man. She banied my departore now (though ber 
hearty I know, waa fall), and almost in balf-anrlu>ar 
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after my anival at home I onoe more on the lood 
agfdxii irffli ^e wide wtyrldy fts H 'weve^ befoie me* 
I need not tell how Tim and the code cried at my 

departure, and mayhap, I had a tear or two myself in 
my eyes; but no lad of sixteen is vein/ sad who has 
liberty for the firet time, and twenty guineas in his 
pocket; and I rode away, thinking, I confess, not so 
much of the kind mother left alone, and of the home 
b^iind me, as of to-aKMnew» and all tiia wwdeni it 
would hring; 

CHAPTER lU. 

I MakA A FalM Btort In the Genteel World. 

I BODE that night as £Eur as Carlow, wbere I lay at 
the heat inn; and heii^ asked what was my name hy 
the landlord of the house, ^are it as Hr. Bedmcmd, 

according to my cousin's instructions, and said I was of 
the Redmonds of Wiiterford county, and was on my 
road to Trinit}^ College, Dublin, to be educated there. 
Seeinp: my handsome appearance, silver-hilted sword, and 
well-fdled valise, my landlord made free 4d send up 
a jug of elaret without my asking, and charged, you 
may be sore, pretty handscmiely for it in the hilL Ko 
gentleman in those good old days went to bed without 
a good share of liquor to set him sleeping, and on this 
my first day's entnmce into the world, I made a point 
to act the line gentleman completely, and, I assure you, 
succeeded in my part to admiration. The excitement 
of the events of the day, the quitting my home, the 
meeting with Captain Quin, were enoagh to set my 
Inains in a wfaid, without the elaieti whkh served to 
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finish mc completely. I did not driuiii uf the death of 
Quill, as some milksops, i)crhaps, would have done; 
indeed, I have never had any of that foolish remoi'se 
consequent upon any of my affiiirs of honour; always 
coofiideriiig, from the first, that where a genfleman risks 
Ik am Hfo in manly combat^ he is a fbol to be ashamed 
because he wins. I slept at Oarlow as sound as mn 
conld sleep; drank a tankard of small beer and a toast 
to my breakfast; and exchanged the first of ray gold 
pieces to settle the bill, not forgetting to pay all the 
servants liberally, and as a gentleman should. I began 
80 the first day of my life, and so have continued. 
No man has been at greater straits than 1, and has 
borne more jnnehing poverty and hardship; but nobody 
csn say of me that, if I had a guinea, I was not firee- 
handed with it, and did not speud it as well as a lord 
could do. 

I had no doubts of the future; thinking that a man 
of my person, parts, and courage, could make his way 
anywhere. Besides, I had twenty gold guineas in my 
pocket, a sum whioh (although I was mistaken) I cal- 
culated would last me for four monttis at.least, during 
which tiine someniing would be done towards Hie 
making of my fortune. So I rode on, singing to myself, 
or chatting with the passcr^-by; and all the girls along 
the road said, "God save me, for a clever gentleman !** 
As for l^ora and Castle Brady, between to-day and 
yesterdacy there seemed to be a gap as of half-a-score of 
years. I TOwed I would nerer renter the place but as 
a great man; and I kept my tow too, as you shall hear 
in due time. 

Tlicre was much more liveliness and bustle on the 
long's higli-road in, those times, than in these days oi 
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stage-cdaclieBy which oany you icom one end of tiie 
Jdngdom to another in a few score hoan. The gentEj 
rode their own horses or drove in their own ooachea, amd 

spent three days on a journey which now occupies ten 
hours; so that there was no lack of company for a per- 
son travelling towards Duhlin. I made part of the 
journey from Carlow towards iN'aas with a well-armed 
gentleman from Kilkenny, dressed in green and a gold 
cord, with a patch on his eye^ and riding a powerful 
mare. Hie as&ed me the question of the day, and 
whither I was bounds and wheth^ my mother' was not 
afraid on account of the highwaymen to let one so 
young as myself to travel? But I said, pulling out one 
of them from a holster, that I had a pair of good pistols 
that had already done execution, and were ready to do 
it again; and here, a pock«marked man coming up, he 
pot spurs into his hay mare and lefib me. 8he was a 
much moce powerfiol animal than mine, and, besides, 
I did not wish to fati^e my horse, wisjung to enter 
Duhlin that night, and in reputable condition. 

As I rode towards Kilcullen, I saw a crowd of the 
peasant people assembled round a one-horse chair, and 
my friend in green, as I thought, making off half a mile 
up the hill. A footman was howling ''stop thief'' at the 
t^ of his Yoiee; but the country fellows were only 
laughing at his distress, and making all sorts of jokes 
at the adventure which had just befallen. 

"Sure, you might have kept him off with your 
blunder^Ms/i/" says one fellow. 

"0 the cowafdl to let the Q&j^tainjbate jou; and he 
only one eye!'' cries another. 

''The next time my lady twels, she'd better lave 
you at hcmie!'' said a IhircL 
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''What ifl this aoige, feUowsP said I, riding up 
amongBt them, and, sedng a lady in tiie caannage yeiy 
pale and frightened, gaTe a tlash of my whip, and hade 

the red-shanked ruffians keep off. What has happened, 
madam, to annoy your ladysliip?" I said, pulling off my 
hat, and biuaging my mare up in a prance to the chair- 
wmdow. 

The lady explained. She in» the wife of Captain 
fitnimonBy and -was haitening to join the eaptain at. 
BoUin. Her chair liad been stopped hy a highwayman; 
the great oaf of a servant-man had fallen down on his 
knees amed as he was; and though there were thirty 
people in the next field workiiiir wlien the ruffian 
attacked her^ not one of them would lieip her, but, on 
the oantraiy, wished the captaini as they called the 
highwayman, good lock. 

''Sore hefs tiie ftiend of the poor,** said one fbUow, 
"and good husk to him!" 

"Was it any business of ours?" asked another. And 
another told, grinning, tliat it was the famous Captain 
Freny, who, having bribed the jury to acquit him, two 
days back, at .Kilkenny assiEes, had mounted his horse 
at the gaol door, and the yery next day had robbed two 
IxnristerB "who were going tlie cbenit 

I told this -pack of rascals to be off to thefar woxk, (x 
they should taste of my thong, and proceeded, as wefl as 
I could, to comfort Mrs. Fitzsiinons under her misfortunes. | 
"Had she lost much?*' "Everything: her purse, containing 
upwards of a hundred guineas; her jewels, snuif-boxes, 
watches, and a pair of diamond shoe-buckles of the 
captainV These mishaps I smoerely comsdserated; 
and knowing her by ber accent to be an Englishwoman, 
fcplcied fh6 difGereaoe fliat esisted between the two 
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countries, and aaid that in our countij (meaning England) 
such atrocities wen unknown. 

^ Yon, toOy are an Engliahman?" eaid dkb, wit^ zaiJbusr 
a tone of snipriie. On whidh I saidi I waa proud to be 
such, as, in letct, I was; and I nevet knew a trae Tory 
gentleman of Ireland who , did not wish he could say as 
much. 

I rode by Mrs. Fitzsimons' chair all the way to Naas; 
and, as she had been robbed oi bee purse, asked per- 
mission to lend her a couple of pieces to pay her ex- 
penses at the inn, which sum she was gradoualy pleased 
to accept, and was, at the same time, kind enough to 
invito me to share her dinner. To the lady's questions 
regarding my birth and parentage, I repHcd that 1 was 
a young gentlem.'in of large furtune (this was not tme; 
but what is the use of crying bad fish? My dear mother 
instructed me, early in tliis sort of prudence) , and good 
family in the county of Waterford. That I was going 
to Dublin for my studies, and that my mother allowed 
me fLje hundred per annum. MrB.Eitzshnons was equally 
communicatiye. She was the daughter of General Gianby 
»Sumei-set, of Worcestershire, of whom, of course, I had 
heard (and though I had not, of course I was too well- 
bred to say so); and had made, as she must confess, a 
runaway match with Ensign Fitzgerald Ktzsimons^ Had 
I been in Donegal? — J^ol That was a pily. The 
captain's father possesses a hundred thousand acres there^ 
and Eitzsimonsburgh Castle's the finest mansion in Ize- 
land. Captain Fitzsimons is the eldest son; and, though 
he has quarrelled with his father, must inherit the vast 
property. She went on t ) tell me about the balls at 
Dublin, the banquets at the Castle, the horse races at 

the Phtmubi, the lidottos and souts^ until I became quite 
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Mger to join in those pleasnm; sod I only Mt gneyed 
to tiunk that mf positum wodd rander secreoy aaees- 
fiary, and pfevent me fhuu being presented at the ooart, 
of which tlie Fitzsimonses were the most elegant oma- 

meiits. liow different was her lively rattle to that of 
the vulvar wenches at the Kilwangan assemblies. In 
every sentence she mentioned a lord or a person of 
quality. She evidentlj' spoke Frenoh and Italian, of the 
toiaer of which laqgoageB I ham said X knew a few 
words; and, as ftr hier Eof^iah aooent, why, perhaps^ I 
waa no judge of that, for, to say ilie ^th, die waa the 
first real English person 1 had ever met. Hhe recom- 
mended me, farther, to be very cautious with rep^ard to 
the company I should meet at Dublin, where ro^^ues and 
adventurers of ail counkiea abounded; and my delight 
and gfatitade to her may be imagined, iHiea, as our 
wmmfS&m, grew mooa intifnate (as we^aat owmt oar 
dBseest), she kindly offered to aooommodata Hia witii 
lodgings in her own house, wkm h&r Fttaaiiiiaiis, ahe 
said, would welcome with delight her gallant young 
preserver. 

"Indeed, madam,*' said I, "I have preserved nothing 
£>r you/' Which was perfectly true; for had I not oome 
vp too late after the lobbny to pmrent the highwaysua 
fiom oanying off her money and pearia? 

''And anre, ma'am, them wasn^ mm^'* saidBolHTan, 
the blundering servant, who had been so frightened at 
ireny's approach, and was waiting on us at dinner. 
''Didn't he return you the thirteenpencc in copper, and 
the watch, saying it was only pinch-beck?" 

But his lady rebuked him for a aaaey TneLet, and 
tamed him oat ni the room at onoe, saying to me when 
1» hyad gone, ''that tha fixd didn^ know what me Urn 
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meaning of a hundred-pound bill, whkh was ia tbe 
pookeirboc^ that Ereny took &om Jmt." 

Peiiiaps had I been a liille older in ttie woild'a «k- 
perienoe, I sbould liare begun to see Hiat Ifadam iifs- 

rimons was not the person of fashion she pretended to 
be; but, as it was, I took all her stones for truth, and, 
when the landlord brought the bill for dinner, paid it 
with, the air of a lord. Indeed, she made no motion 
to piodnce the two pieces I had lent to her; and flo yre 
rode on slowly towards Bablin, into wldeh oily we made 
our entranee at ni^it&IL The latde and splendour of 
the coaches, the flare of Hie linkboys, ihe number and 
magnihcence of tlic houses, struck me with the greatest 
wonder; though I was careful to disguise this feeling, 
according to my dear mother^s directions, who told me 
that it was -the mark of a man of fashion never to 
wnnder at anytinngi and never to admit that any honse^ 
equipage, or company he eaw, was more i^lendid or 
genteel than what he had been aocnstomed to at home. 

We stopped, at length, at a house of rather mean 
appearance, and were let into a passage by no means so 
clean as that at Bam^ille, where there was a great 
smell of sapper and punch. A stout, redfaced man, 
without a periwig, and in ralher a tattered night-gown 
and cap, made his appeaianoe from the padour, and 
embraced his lady (for it was Oaptain Ktzsimens) with a 
great deal of cordiality. Bideed, when he saw that a 
stranger accompiuiied her, he embraoed her more 
rapturously than ever. In introducing me, she persisted 
in saying that I was her preserver, and complimented 
my gallantry as much as it 1 had killed ITreny, instead 
of coming up when the robbery was over. The captain 
said he knew the Bedmonds of Waterfoxd intimately 
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well, whieh assertion aUamed me, as / knew nothing 9i 
Hid fondly to wUoh I was atetad to belong. Bat I poaed 
him^ by addng which of tbe Bedmonda he knew> fiir I 
had never heard his name in our family. He said, h^ 

"knew the Redmonds of l{o(lriiondsto\N7i." "Oh," says I, 
"mine are the Reflmoiids of Ca-tle Kedmond;" and so I 
put liim. otf the scent. 1 went to see my nag put up at 
a livery stable hard by, with the ci^^tain'a hone and 
dudr, and retained to my entertainer. 

Althoo^ there were the relioa of aome nnitton«chopB 
and cniona on a emcked diah before him, the oaptain 
said, "My love, I wish I had known of your cominpj, for 
Bob Moriarty and I just finished the most delicious 
venison pasty, which his grace the lord lieutcniuit sent 
na, with a Hask of sillery from his own cellar. You 
kiuiw the wine, my dear? But aa bygonea are bj^gonei^ 
and n% help for tfaem, whkt say ye to a fine lobater and 
a bottle of ia good claret aa any in Irdand? Betty, dear 
ibeae thin^^ fnm tiie table, ttid make 12ie ndatraa and 
our young friend welcome to our home." 

Not having small chaniro, Mr. Fitzsiraons asked me 
to lend him a tenpenn5'-piece to purchase the dish of 
lobsters; but his lady, handinc^ out one of the guineas I 
had given her, bade the girl get the change for that, 
end procure the sapper, whidi she did presently, 
bringing bedr only a very few shillings out of the gninea 
to her mistress, saying that the fishmonger had kept the 
remainder for an old account. ''And the more great, big, 
blundering fool you, for givinj^ the gold pi(>ce io him," 
roared Mr. litzsimons. 1 forget how many hundred 
goineaa he said he had paid the follow during the 
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at least by a plentiful store of anecdotes , ooACCoaiiiig tbe 
highest peiBonages of the city, witt whom, according to 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^ W ^^^^^^^^ y^^^^^^^^^^w ^MIW If ^^^^^W ^^^^w^m^^^^^B^ ^^^^^^^^p ^^^p^^^^^^^^^^^^F ^^V^^^^^PV 

maoj. Not to be belundhand with hiniy I spoke of my 
own estates and property as if I -wns as ridi as a duke. 

I told all the stories of the nobility I had ever heard 
from my mother, and some that, perhaps, I had invented; 
and ought to have been aware that my host was an 
impostor himself, as he did not iind out my own blunders 
and misstatements. But youth is ever too confident. 
It was some time be&ve X ksifiw that X had made no 
Tery deeisable acqnaintaaee in Captain litssimoBS and 
bis lady, and, indeed, went to bed congratulating mytself 
upon my wonderful good luck in Laving, at the outset 
of my adventures, tailen in with so distinguished a 
oouple. 

The appearance of the chamber I occupied mighi^'' 
indeed, have led me to imagine that 'the heir oi iita- 
simonslmigh Castle) ooimty X^egal, was not as ret 
Gondled with his wealthy parents, and, bad I been an 

English lad, probably my suspicion and distrust would 
have been aroused instantly. Eut, perhaps, as the reader 
knows, we are not so ])articular in Ireland on tlie score 
of neatness q& people are in this precise country, henoe 
the disorder of my bed-chamber did not strike me so 
mneh. for were not all the windows broken and stufifed 
with rags eren at OasOe Brady, my unde's snperb man- 
tnon? Was ihere ever ^ lock to l^e doom ihere, or if a 
lock a handle to the lock, or a hasp to fastcu it to? So, 
though my bed-room boasted of thetic inconveniences, and 
a few more, though my counterpane was evidently a 
greased brocade dress of Mis. iFitzaimons^, and my cracked 

toikitrs^m not nmoh bigger than a half-^rowiv y^ ^ 
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lued to ths soit <xf ways in Irish booses, and still 
thought myself in Ibat of a man of ftdiion. There was 

no lock to the drawers, which, when they did open, 
were full of my hostess's rouc;c-pots, shoes, stays, and 
ra^, so I allowed my ■\vardrol)e to remain in my valise, 
but set out my silver dressing apparatus upon the 
ngged doth on the diawflts, where it shone to great ad- 
Tantage. 

When SoUiyan appeared in the momingy I asked 
Mm alxnit my mare, whidh h6 mftyrmed me was doing 
well; I then bade iiim bring mo hot shaving-water in a 
loud, dignified tone. 

*'Hot shaving-water!" says he, bursting out laugliing 
(and I confess not without reason). "Is it yourself 
you're going to shave?" said he. ''And maybe when I 
bring you up the water Til bring you up the cat too, 
and you can shave her.'' I flung a hoot * at the 
scoundrers head in reply to tliis impertinence, and was 
soon with my friends in the parlour for breakfast. 
There was a hearty welcome, and the same cloth that 
had been used the night before, as I recognised by the 
black mark of the Irish stew-dish^ and the stain left by 
a pot of portOT at supper. 

My host greeted me wiih great cordiaKty; Hrs. lits- 
simons said I was an elegant figure for the Fhosoix; 
and, indeed, without vanity, I may say of myself that , 
there were worse - looking fellows in Dublin than I. 
I had not the powerful chest and muscular proportion 
which X have since attained (to be exchanged, alas! for 
gouty legs and chalk-stones in my fingers, but 'tis the 
way of martalify), but I had arrived at near my present 
giow43i of six feet^ and with my hair in buckle, a hand* 
some lace jabot and wrist-bands to my shirt, and a red 
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plush waisteoot, barred with gold, looked the gentlenuai 
I was bom. I wore my drab coat with plate buttons, 
that was p:ro\\'ri too pinall for me, and qui to agreed with 
Captain Fitzsiinons that I must pay a visit to liis tailor, 
in order to procure mj self a coat more fitting my size. 

"I needn't ask whether you had a comfortable 
bed/' said he. Young Ered Pimpleton (Lord Pimple- 
ton's second son) slept in it for seven months, dniing 
which he did me iiie honour to stay wifli me, and if he 
was satisfied, I don't know who else wouldn't be.** 

After breakfast we walked out to see the town, and 
Mr. Fitzsimxons introduced nic to several of his acquaint- 
ances whom we met, as his peculnir young friend Mr. 
Bedmond, of AVaterford county; he also presented me at 
his hatter^s and tailor's as a gentleman of great ezpeetar 
tions and large property; and although I told the latter 
that I should not pay him ready cash ^r more than one 
coat, which fitted me to a nicety, yet he insisted upon 
making me several, which I did not care to refuse. The 
captain, also, who certainly wanted such a renewal of 
raiment, told the tailor to send him home a handsome 
military frock, which he selected. 

Then we went home to Mis. litzsimonSi who drore 
out in her chair to the Phomix ¥ark, where a review 
was, and where numbers of the young gentry were 
round about her, to all of whom she presented me as her 
preserver of the day before. Indeed, such was her com- 
plimentary account of me, that before half an hour I 
had got to be considered as a young gentleman of the 
highest family in the land, related to all the prindpal 
nobility, a oonsin of Ci^tain Fttzsimons, and heir to 
10,000^. a year. Fitzsimons said he had ridden over 
every inch of my estate; and iaiUij as he chose to tell 
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fiieie stories for me, I let him hayc his way — indeed 
was not a little pletaed (as jmi^ is) to be made much 
of, aead to past ibr a great personage. I had littls 
notm then that I had ^ot ainon«^ a set of ImpostorB 
fliat Captain 1 itzsiiuons was only an adventurer, and liis 
lady a pei'son of no credit; but such are tlie dangers to 
which youth is peri>etuaily subject^ and henoe let young 
men take waniing by me. 

I poxposely hnny over the desetiptum of my life^ in. 
wldeh tbB inddents were painM, of no great inteest 
except to my nnlncky self, and of which toy comp»> 
nions were certainly not of a kind befitting my quality. 
The fact was, a youni^; man could hardly have fallen 
into worse hands than those in whicli 1 now found mv- 
self. I have been to Donegal since, and have never 
fleen the fEunoos Castle of Titzsimonsburgh, whioh i% 
likewjaOy nnknown to tibe oldest inhabitants of tiial 
county; nor are the Granby Somersets much bettsr 
known in TTainpiihire. The oonple into whoee hands I 
had fallen were of a sort much more common tliiin those 
at present, for the vast wars of later days have rendered 
it very difficult for noblemen's footmen or Jiangc rs-on to 
procure commissions , and such, in fact, had been the 
anginal station of Captain Eitzsimons. Had I known his 
origin, of course I would have die^ rather than hare as- 
sociated with him; but in thoae simple days of youth I 
took his tales for truth, and fancied myself in high hiek 
at being, iu my outset into life, introduced into such a 
family. Alas! we are the sport of destiny. When I con- 
sider upon what small circumstances all the great events 
of my life , hflVB turned, I can hardly believe myself to 
have been anytiung but a puppet in the haate of jE'ati^ 
▼hich has played its most ftntastio tridks upon me. 
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The captain had been a gentlemaiL's gentleman, and 
hiB lady of no higher tank. The society which thk 
woiiiiy pair kept mm at a aort of ordmazy which they 
held, and at whioh their Mends were always wekoma 

on pajrment of a certain moderate sum for their dinner. 
After dinner, you may be sure that cards were not 
wanting, and that the company who played did not play 
for love merely. To these parties persons of all sorts 
would come; ycmng bloods from the regiments garrisoned 
in Doblin; young clerks from the GaatLe; korae-iiding^ 
wine-tipplingy watohman^beating men of fiuhimi about 
town, such aa ezisled in Ihiblin in tibat day more than 
in any other city with which I am acquainted in 
Europe. I never knew young fellows make such a 
show, and upon such small means. I never knew young 
gentLeman with what I may call auch a genius for idle* 
ness; and whereas an Englishman, with My gnineaa a 
year, ia not able to do mndi more tiian to starve, and 
toil like a alava in a profession, a young Iiisb book, 
with the same snm, will keep his horses, and drink his 
bottle, and live as lazy as a lord. Here was a doctor, 
who never had a patient, cheek by jowl with an at- 
torney, who never had a client; neither had a guinea — 
each had a good horse to ride in the park, and the best 
of clothes to their bi^jka. A sporting deigyman without 
a HTing; aemal young wine^merohants, who consumed 
amoh mora liquor than Ihey had or sold; and men of 
similar character, formed the society at the house into 
which, by ill-luck, I was thrown. What could happen 
to a man but misfortune j'rom associating with such 
company? (I have not mentioned the ladies of the 
society, who were, perhaps, no better than the malea)-— 
and in a tecy, yery short time I became their prey. 
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Ab icnriBy poor twenty gdiieoiS in ifaieo dayft I aawy 
inth tenoTi ttiai they liad dwizbdled dofwa to ei|^ 
tiieataB and tsfenis baving already made sndi ornel 

roads in my purse. At play I had lost, it is true, a 
couple of pieces, but seeing that every one round about 
me played upon honour and gave their bills, I, of course, 
preferred that medium to the payment of ready money, 
and when I lost paid on account 

With the taiiore, aaddleca/ and othoniy I annoyed 
nnnlar meaaa; and in so &r IdEr* RtMmonw^ n^proaoniBr 
tbn did me good, far the tradefntt«n took hxm at hki 
•word regarding my fortune (I liave since learned that 
the rascal pigeoned several other young men of property), 
and for a little time suppHed me with any goods I 
might be pleased to order. At length, my cash running 
hfWf Iwas oompelled to pawn some of the suits with which 
the tailor had provided me; for I did not like to part 
with my mare, on which I daily rode in Hie padc^ and 
which I loved as the gift of my respected uncle. 
I raised some little money, too, on a few trinkets which 
I had purchased of a jeweller who pressed liis credit 
upon me, and thus was enabled to keep up appearances 
for yet a little time* 

I aaked at the postKxffiee repeatedly in letters for 
Mr. Bedmondy bat none aueh had amTedf and^ iadeedi 
I always fblt rather relieved when the answer of ^No,*^ 
was given to me; for I was not very anxious that my 
mother should know my proceedings in the extravagant 
life which I was leading at Dublin, it could not last 
very long, however; fox when my cash was quite ex- 
hausted, and I paid a ieoond visit to the tailor, reqneaft^ 
ing him to make me more dothes, the fallow hummed 
and ha'd, and had the impodenoe *to aik payment for 
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those alroadj siipplied; m whichi telling liini I ah^iild 
withdraw mj GUfttom from him, I ataipdy left Idm. 
The goldauiliL, too (a laaoal Jew), deolined to Ut me 
take a gold cham to which I had a fancy, and I felt 
now, for the first time, in some perplexity. To add to 
it, one of the young gentlemen wlio fref[uented Mr. Fitz- 
simons' hoarding-house had received Irom me, in the 
way of play, an I 0 U for eighteen pounds (vvhich| I lost 
to him «fc pieqiiel)> and which, owing Mr. Onrbyn, the 
liretyHBtabie keeper, a hill, he passed into ihai, peieon'b 
hands. Fancy my rage and astonishment, then, on going 
for my mare, to lind th:it he positively refused to let 
me have her out of the stable, except under payment of 
my promissory note! It was in vain that I oti'ered him 
his choice of four notes that I had in my pocket — one 
q£ FitzsilQons' for 20/., one of Counsellor Mulligan's, and 
so forth, «— the dealer, who was a Yorkshireman, shook 
his head, and laughed at every one of them; and said, 
**I tell you what. Master Bedmond, yon appear a young 
fellow of birth and fortune, and let me whisper in your 
ear that you have fallen into very bad hands — it's a 
regular gang of swindlers; and a gentleman of your 
rank and quality should never be seen in such company, 
tio home, pack up your vaUie^ pay the little trifle to 
WBf momt yoor mare, and ride back again to your 
parents — itfs the very best thing yon can do.** 

In a pretty nest of villains, indeed, was I plunged! 
It seemed as if all my misfortunes were to break on me 
at once; for, on going home and ascending to my bed* 
room in a disconsolate way, I iiound the captain and his 
kdy there betoe me*, my valise open, my wevdrobe lying 
on die gmmd, end my keys in the possession of the 
odioos iitasfanoBS. '^Whom have I been harboaiiBg m 
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my home?" loared be, a* I anterad the aparimfliki ^ Who 
aie yoa, suiah^" 

Sirrah! Sir/* said I, "1 am as good a genUeman 
as any in Ireland." 

''You're an impostor, young maiii a schemer, a de- 
ceiver I" shouted the captam. 

"Bepeat the words again, and I will run you through 
the body," replied L 

''Tut, tut! I can play at fnunng as well as yon, 
Mr. BsDMOKD JBabbt. Ahl you change eolonr, do you — 
your secret is known, is it? You oome like a viper into 
the Iknmhu of innoeent fionilies; you represent yourself as 
the heir of my friends the Redmonds of ( asile Ivedmond; 
I intlirojuice you to the nobility and genliiry of this 
methropolis (the captain's brogues was large, and liia 
words, by preference, long); I take you to my tradesmen, 
who give you eiedit^ and what do I find? That you have 
pawned the goods which you todk up at their houses*' 

have given them my acceptances, sir," said 1 with 
a dignified air. 

Under what name^ unhappy boy — under what 
name?" screamed Mrs. Fitzsimons; and then, indeed, I 
remembered that I had signed the documents Barry Ked- 
mond instead of Redmond Bany; hut what else could I 
do? Had not my motiiBr demed me to tske no other de- 
signation? After uttering a furious tirade against me, in 
which he si)oke of the fatal discovery of my real name 
on my linen - — of his misplaced confidence and alfeetion, 
and the shame with which he should be obliged to meet 
his fashioiiable Mends, and confess that he had har- 
boured a swindler, he gathered up the linen clothe% 
silver toilette articles, and the rest of my gear, saying, 
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that lie should step out that moment for an offioer, and 
giye me up to the jogt levenge of the law. 

Dniing tiie flist part of hk speediy ibib thought of 
the impradence of which I had been guilty, and the pre- 
dicament in which I was ])luji,i;cd, had so puzzled and 
conl'ouiiJed me, that I had not uttered a word in reply 
to the* It'llow's abuse, hnt had stood quite dumb before 
him. The sense of danger , however, at once roused me 
to action. "Hark ye, Mr. Fitzsimans," said I; "1 will 
tell yon why I was obliged to alter my name, which is 
Bany^ and the best name in Ireland. I changed it, mx, 
because, on l^e day befbre I came to Dublin, I killed a 
man in deadly combat — an Englishman, sir, and a 
captain in His Majesly's service; and if you offer to let 
or hinder me in the slightest way, the same arm wliich 
destroyed him is ready to pumsh you; and, by heaven, 
sir, you or I don't Ibbuvb tids room alive!" 

80 saying I drew my sword like li^tomg, and giving 
a ''ha, Im!* and a stamp with my foot, lounged widiin 
an inch of Fitzsimons' heart, who started back and turned 
deadly pale, while his wile, with a scream. Hung her- 
self between us. 

"Dearest lledmond,'' she cried, "be pacified. Fitz- 
omonSy you don't want the poor child's blood. Let him 
iseape — in Hesvoi's name let Jiun go." 

''He may go hang I6r msi* said Rtamnciis, sulkily; 
''and he^d better be off qukkly, too, fat the jeweller and 
the tailor have called once, and will be here again be- 
fore long. It was Moses the pawnbroker that peuthed; 
I had the news from liim myself." By which I conclude 
that Mr. Fitzsimons had been with the new-laced frock- 
coat which he procured ttom the merchant-tailor on the 
day when the latter first gave me credit 
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What was tho end of our conversation? Where waa 
now a home for the descendant of the Barrys? Home was 
ahnt to me by my mia£artime in the doeL I was ez- 
peUfid £com Dablin by a peraeoolion oeeaoiOBedy I rnnai 

confess, by my own impradence. I had no tune to wait 

and choose. Ko place of refuge to fly to. Fitzsimons, 
after his abuse of me, left the room growling, but not 
hostile; liis wife insisted that we should shake hands, and 
he promised not to molest me. Indeedi I owed the fellow 
nothing; and, on the contrary, had hia acceptance actually 
in my pocket for money lost at pbj. As for my fiiend, 
l&B. fitsaimons, die aat down on the bed ai^ foirLy 
bnnt out crying. Bhe h$d her faults, but her head was 
kind; and tliouiili slie possessed but three shillings in the 
world, and fourpence in copper, the poor soul made me 
take it before I left her — to go — whither? My mind 
was made up, there was a score of xecniiting putles in 
the town beating* up for men to join oar gallant armies 
in America and Gennany; I knew wliere to find one of 
tiiese, having stood by Ihe sergeant at a review in the 
Phoenix Park , where he pointed out to me characters on. 
the field, for whieli I treated him to drink. 

I gave one of my shillings to Sullivan, the butler of 
the litzsimonses , and, running into the street, hastened 
to the little alehouse at which my aeqnaintance was 
qnartered, and before ten minntes had accepted his Mar 
jesty's shilling, I tdd him frankly that I was a young 
gentleman in difficaltles; that I had killed an officer in a 
duul, and was anxious to get out of the country. But I 
need not have troubled myself with any explanations, 
Xing George was too much in want of men then to heed 
from whence they came, and a follow of my inches, the 
aeigeant said, was always welcome. Indeed, I eould noi^ 
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he said, have cliosen my time better. A transport was 
lying atBimlearjy waitmg for a wind, and oa l^oard.that 
ship, to whioh I mftiehed that night, I made somd 8lir> 
pridiig dueoranMy -which shall he told in the nest 
chapter. 

• CHAPTEE IV. 

In which Barry Tak«f a Hear View of Military Olory. 

I mm had a ta^te &r angihing hut genteel eom- 
pony, and hate all deseriptionB of low life. Hience my 
aoooant of the society in which I at present found myself 

must of necessit}^ be short, and indeed, the recollection 
of it is protmni(Uy disagreeable to me. Pah! the re- 
miniscences of the liorrid blaek-liole of a place in which 
we soldiers were confined, of the wretched creatures with 
whom I was now forced to keep company, oi the plonghr 
men. poaoheia, piekpoekets, who had taken refhge firam 
poyefty^ or the laWy aa, in troth, I had done myself, is 
enough to make me ashamed eren now, and it calls the 

blush into my old cheeks to think 1 was ever ibrtM^l to 
keep such company. I should have fallen into despair 
but that, luckily, events occurred to rouse my spirits, 
and in some measure to console me for my misfortanes. 
• The first of these copsolations I had was a good 
quarrel, which took ^aoe on the day after my tntraaoe 
into the tiansport^p, with a huge red-haired moastor 
of a fellow — a chairman, who had enlisted to fly from 
a vixen of a wife, who, boxer as he was, had been more 
than a match for him. As soon as this fellow — Toole, 
I remember, was his name — got away from the arms 
of the waaher^oman, his lady, his natural courage and 
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ferocity returned, and he became the tyrant of all round 
about him. All recniits, especially, were the object of 
the brute's insult and ill-treatment. 

I had no looney, as I said, and was sitting yeiy ^lis- 
consolately oyer a platter of rancid bacon and mouldy 
bisetdt, wMoh was aerved to na at meaa^ vhen it came 
to my torn to be helped to drink, and I iraa aenred, like 
. the leet, with a dirty tin nop:gin, containing somewhat 
more than half a pint of ruiu and water. The beaker 
was so greasy and filthy that T could not help turning 
round to the messman and aaying, "bellow, get me a 
glaas!" At which all the wretches round about me burst 
into a roar of laughter, the loudest among them 
bemgy of eourse, Mr. Toole. ''Get the gentleman a towel 
finr his hands, and serye him a basin of turtle-soup,'^ 
roared the monster, who was sitting, or rather squattiiit?, 
on the deck opposite me, and as he spoke he suddenly 
seized niy beaker of ^^roc; and emptied it, in the midst 
of another burst of applause. 

"If you want to yex him, ax him about his wife, 
the washer^womani who haitB him/' here ^i^uspered in 
my ear another worthy, a retired link-boy, wlio, disgostod 
with hia profession, had adopted the military life. 

"Is it a towel of your wife*s washing, ^M. Toole?" 
8aid I. ^^I'm told she wii)ed your face often with one." 

"Ax him why he wouldn't see her yesterday, when 
she came to the ah^>/' continued the link-boy. And so I 
put to him some other foolish jokea about soap-eods^ henr 
peeking, and flat^ns, which set the maiL into a Airy, 
and sQcceeded in raising a quarrel between us. We 
should have fallen-to at once, but a couple of grinning 
marines, who kept watch at the door, for fear we should 
lepenl^ of our bargain and have a ^cy to escape, came 
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forward and interposed between us with fixed bayonets, 
and the sergeant, coming down the ladder and lieanng 
th^ dispute, coudescundcd to say that we might tight it 
out like men with fistcs if wc chose, and that the fore- 
deck ahoald be free to us for that pnrpoBe. Bat the use 
of fieUB^ m the T^ngitaKmn called tfa^, waa not tiion 
geneeal in Ireland, and it was agreed that we ahonld 
have a pair of cudgels, with one of which weapons I . 
finished the fellow in four minutes, giving him a tliump 
across his stupid sconce which laid him lifeless on the 
deck, and not leoeiving myself a single hurt of eon- 
seqnence. 

This Tictorj over the eock of the vile dnnghiU 
obtained me fespeot among the wietohes of whom I 

formed pai-t, and served to set up my spirits, which 
otherwise were flagging; and my position was speedily 
made more bearable by the arrival on board our ship 
of an old friend. This was no other than my second in 
the fatal duel which had sent me thus eazly ont into the 
wodd. Captain Eagan. There was a young nobleman 
who had a company in our regiment (Gale's ^t), and 
who, preferring the delights of the mall and the clubs 
to the dangers of a rough campaign, liad given Fagan 
the opportunity of an exchange, which, as the latter had 
no ibrtone but his sword, he was glad to make. The 
sergeant was putting us through oar exercise on deck 
(the seamen and offioers of Ihe transport looking grinning 
on) when a boat came from the shore bringing our 
Captain to the ship, and though I started and blushed 
red as he recognised me — a descendant of the Earrys — 
in this degrading posture, I promise you that the sight 
of Pagan's face was most welcome to me, for it assured 
mm that a tmoi, was near mo. Before that I was so 
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mdancfaioly that I would oertainlj have deserted had I 
firand tii6 meaiui, and had not flie inoTitable suurines 
kept a watch to }>] eyent any mdk eBcapes. Fagan gave 

me a wink of recognition, but offered no pnblio token of 
acquaintance, and it was not until two days al'tenvards, 
and when we had bidden adieu to old Ireland and were 
standing out to sea, that he called me into hia cabin, 
and then, shaking hands with me OQcdiaUy, gave me 
newB, which I much wanted, of my ftmily. ^.I had 
news of you in Dublin he sdd* '^Faitli, yon'^e begun 
early, like your father's son, and I think you could not 
do better than as you have done. But why did you not 
write home to your poor mother? She haa sent a half- 
doaen letters to you at Dublin." 

I said I had aaked far letters at the postri^iffioe, hot 
there were none for Mr. Bednumd. I did not like to add 
that I had be^ ashamed after the first week to write to 
my mother. 

"We must wite to her by the pilot," said lie "who 
will leave us in two hours, and you can tell her tliat you 
are safe, and married to Brown Boss." I sighed when 
he talked about being married; on which he said, with a 
laugh, "I see you are thinking of a o^rtain young lady 
at Brady's Town." 

"Is Miss Brady well?" said I, and indeed could hardly 
utter it, for I certainly ivas tliinking about her; for, 
though I had forgotten her in the gaieties of Dublin, 
I have always lonnd adyersity makes man very afiBoo- 

''There^s only seven Miss Bradys now,*' answered 

Pagan, in a solemn voice, "poor Nora — 

"Good Heavens! what of her?" I thought grief had 
Jailed her. 
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^Slie took on so at your going away that ahe waa 

obliged to console herself with a husbaad. Bhe's. now 
Mrs. John Quin." 

*'Mrs. John Uuin! Was there another Mr. Jobxi 
Quin?'' asked I, qoita wonder-stncken. 

^'No, the T6E7 same one, mj hoy. He Teeorered 
ftom hk WKNmd. The ball 700 bit him ynA ima not 
likely to hurt him. It was only made of tow. Bo yon 
think the Bradys would let you kill fifteen hundred 
a-year out of the family?** And then Fagan farther 
told me that, in order to get me out of the way, for the 
oowaidly Englishman could never be brought to marry 
fkom fear of me, the plan of the duel had bean arranged. 
''But hit him yon oertainly did, Bedmond, and with a 
fine ^ck plugget of tow, and the fbllow was so 
frightened, that he was an liour in coming to. We told 
your mother the story afterwards, and a pretty scene 
she made; she despatched a half-score of letters to 
Dublin after you, but I suppose addressed them to you 
in your real name, l^whic^neTer thought to ask for them." 

^The eoward!" said Z (though, I eonfess, my mind 
was eonsiderably relieved the thoughts of not having 
killed him). "And did the Bmdys of Castle Brady con- 
sent to admit a poltroon like tluit into one of the most 
ancient and honourable iamilies of the world." 

"He has paid off your uncle's mortgage," said Fagan, 
^he f^yes Nora a ooaoh<and-siz, he is to sell out, and 
lieutenant Ulick Beady of flie militia is to porehaie his 
company. That coward of a fellow has been the making 
of your uncles family. Faith! the business was well 
done." And tlion, laughing, he told me how Mick and 
Ulick had never let him out of their sight, although he 
was for deswting to £ngland| until the maniage was 
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completed, and the happy couple off on their road to 
Dublin. *'Are you in want of cash, my boy?*' con- 
tittued the good-natured captain. "You may draw upon 
me, for I got a couple of hundred out of Master Qam 
for my Bhare, and while they last you shall ne?er 
want'* 

And so he hade me sit down and write a letter to 
ray mother, which L did forthwith in verj' sincere and 
repentant terms, stating: tin it I had h(H'n jziiilt}^ of extra- 
vagances, that I had not known untii that moment under 
what a fatal error I had been la])ouiing, and that I had 
eiabazked for Germany aa a volunteer. And the letiier 
WB8 scarcely finubed when the |alot sang out ^lat he 
was going: on shore; and he departed, taking with him, 
from many an anxious fellow besides myself, our adieus 
to triends in old Ireland. 

Although I was called Captain Bany for many years 
. of my Hfe, and have been known as such by tke fimt ^ 
peopk of Europey yet I may aa well oonfeBa I had no 
more claim to the title tbm many a gentleman who 
assumes it, and never had a right to an epaulet, or to 
any military decoration hi^2:her than a corporal's stripe of 
woistcd. 1 was made coriioral by Fagan during our 
voyage to the Elbe, and my rank was conhrmed on 
terra firma. I was promised a halbert, too, and after- 
mrdsy perhaps, an enfligiiey, if I diatingnished myself; 
but did not intend Hmt I should remain long an 
English soldier, as shall appear presently. Meanwhile, our 
passage was very fayourable; my adycntures were told I 
by F{ip:an to his brother officers, who treated me with 1 
kindness; and my victory over the big chairman procured 
Bue respect from my comrades of tiie fore-deck, En- 
emuaged and skoi^ly exhorted byfagan, I did my dntjr 
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resolutely; but, though affable and good-humoured with 
tlie men, I never at first condescended to associate with 
such low fellows, and, indeed, was called generally 
amongst them ''my lord.'' I believe it was the ex-link- 
boy; a -fooetioiu knave, who gave me the titles and I &lt 
that I shoald bieoome snch a lank as well as any pear 
in the kingdom* 

It would require a greater philosopher and historian 
than I am to explain the causes of the famous Seven 
Years' War in which Europe was engaged; and, indeed, 
its origin has always appeared to me to be ao com- 
plioatedy and the books wiitten about it ao amazingly 
hard to nndentand, that I have seldom beea mnoh wiser 
at the mid of a chapter than at tiie beginning, and ao 
shall *not trouble my reader with any personal disquisi- 
tions concerning the matter. All I know is, that after 
his Majesty's love of his Hanoverian dominions had 
rendered him most unpopular in his English kingdom^ 
with Mr« Pitt at the head of the anti-Gennaa war-pariy, 
all of a sodden, Mr, fitt beoonung minister^ tiie rest of 
tliB empire applauded liie war as much as they had 
hated it before. The victories of Dettingen and Crefeld 
were in everybod/s mouths, and "the Protestant hero,*' 
as we used to call the godless old Frederick of Prussia, i 
was adored by us as a saint a very short time after we 
had been about to make war against him, in allianoe 
with the empress queen. -Now, somehow, we were on 
Predmok's side; tiie empress, the Erenoh, the Swedes^ 
and the Eussians, were leagued against us; and 1 re- 
member, when the news of the battle of I^issa eanic even 
to our remote quarter of Ireland, we considered it as a 
tdumph for the cause of i^roteatantism, and illuminated^ 
and bonfiredi and had a secmon at ohureh, and kept the 
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dnmk, as indeed on any ofiier oocasioiL Most of the 

low fellows enlisted with myself were, of course, Papists 
(the English army was tilled with such out of that never- 
failing country of ours), and these, forsooth, were tigliting 
the battles of Protestantism with. Jb'rederick, who was 
hekbouring the Pxdiestuit Swedes and the Protestant 
fisacons, ss well as the ^luudsns' of the Gfsek Churchy 
and tiie Papist troops of the «npeior and the King of 
Erence. It was against these latter that the English 
auxiliaries were employed, and we know that, be the 
quarrel what it may, an Englishman and a Pxenchmaa 
ace pretty willing to make a light of it. 

We landed at CiLshayeiiy and he&m I had heea 
a month in tlie ELeotoggte I was traas&nned into a tall 
and proper young soldier, audi haying a natural aptitude 
for military exercise, was soon as accomplifihed at the 
drill as the oldest sergeant in the regiment. It is well, 
liuwever, to dream of glorious war in a snug arm-chair 
at home, ay, oc to make it as an officer , surrounded by 
gcsiiemen, goigeousiy dressed^ and oheered by chanees 
of ^mmitiffiL Bat those diaiMes do not shine on poor 
Mows in worsted laoe; the rough tecKtoxe of enr red 
coats made me ashamed when I saw an officer go by; 
my soul used to shudder when, on going the rounds, 
I would liear their voices as they sat jovially over the 
mess-table; my pride revolted at being obliged to plaster 
my hair with flour afid candle-grease, instead of using 
Ihe propw pomatom &r a gentteman. Yes, my tastes 
hare always been hi^ and &shionahle^ and I loathed tim 
horrid company in which I was fallen. What chances 
had I of promotion? 'None of my relatives had money 
to buy me a comuussion, and X became soon so low- 
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spirited, that I longed for a general action and a ball to 
liTiisli me, and vowed that I would take some opportunity 
to desert. 

When I think that I, the deBeendant of the Idqgp 
of LfelaBd, was tiboeateoiedr wi^ a caamg Iqr ^ yoimg 
ficcmndrel who had just joined ftom Eton CoUege— when 

I think that he offered to make me his footman, and 
that I did not, on either occasion, murder liim! On the 
first occasion I burst into teai*s, I do not care to own it, 
and had serious thoughts of committing suicide, so great 
was my mortification. But my kind Mend Fagan came 
4)0 my aid in the cocomatttnoe witti some Tevy timdy 
oonsolation. "My poor boy,'' said he, ^'yoii moit not 
take the matter to heart so. Caning is only a relative 
disgrace. Young Ensign Fakcnham was flogged himself 
at Eton School only a nioutli ago. I would Lay a wager 
that his scars are not yet healed. You must cheer up, 
ttj boy; do your duty, be a gentleman, and no serioiis 
hann can finll on yon.'' And I heard afterwaxds tiiat 
my champion had taken Ifr* lUcenliam very seveiely 
lo task for this threat, and said to him that any such 
proceedings for the future he sliould consider as an 
insult to himself, whereon the young ensign was, for 
the moment, civil. As for the sergeants, 1 told one of 
them, that if any man struck me, no matter who he 
ttig^t be, or what the penalty, I would take faia life. 
And, Milil iSbi&te ww an air of sineerity in my speedi 
which convinced the whole bevy of them; and as long 
as I remained in the English service no rattan was ever 
laid on the shoulders of l^edniond B;my. Indeed, I w^as 
in that savage, moody state, that my mind was quite 
made tip to the point, and I looked to hear my own 
dead maieh j^yed as aore as I waa alim Yfbm 
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I was made a corporal, eome of my evils were lessened; 
I messed with the perpjeants by speoial favour^ and used 
to treat them to drink, and lofle money to the rascak 
at play, irith ^which cash my good friend Mr. Eagan 
pnnctiiaUy supplied me. 

Our regiment, which was quartered about Stade and 
Luneburg, speedily got orders to march southwards 
fo\rards the Elune, for news came that our gi'cat general. 
Prince ITerdinJUid of Brunswick, had been defeated — ' 
Be, not defeated, but foiled in his attack upon the 
Kench under the Duke of Broglioy at Beiigen, aeaor 
Iniikforlr<m-4he-lC«in, and had heen obliged to &1I hack. 
As the allies retreated, the French rushed forward, and 
made a bold push for the Eh^ctorate of our gracious 
monarch in Hanover, threatening tliat they would occupy 
it as they had done before when D'Estrees beat the 
hero of Cuiloden, the gallant Duke of Cumberland, and 
oonsed him to sign the oapitolation of Oloster Zeyen* 
An adTSfioe upon Banorer always oansed^a great agita- 
tion in the royal bosom of the King of England, more 
troops were sent to join us, convoys of treasure were 
pasiied over to our forces, and to our ally's the King of 
Prussia; and although, in spite of all assistance, the army 
under Prince Ferdinand was rery much weaker than 
that of the invading esbemy^ yet we had the advantage 
of better supplies, one of the greatest generals in the 
world, and, 1 was going to add, of British valour, but 
the less wc say about that the better. My I^ord George 
Siick"viLle did not exactly cover himself with laurels at 
Minden, otherwise there might have been won there one 
the greatest victories of modem times. 
Throwing homself between the fteneh and interior of 
fte ELsetmitey 2wm Feidinand wisdy took possessicoi 
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of the free town of Bremen, which he made his store- 
house and place of arms, and round which he gathered 
all his troops^ making ready to %ht the famous battle oi 
Minden. 

Were these memoirs not chaiactorised by tmth, and 
did I deign to titter a single -word for -whU^ my own 

•personal experience did not give me the fullest authority, 
I might easily make myself the hero of some strange 
and popular adventures, and, after the fashion of novel- 
wiiters, introduce my readers to the great characters 
of this remarkahle time. These persons (I mean the 
xomaace-initerB), if they take a dnimmer or a dustman 
for a heiOy somehow manage to bring him in contaGt 
with the greatest lords and most notorious personages 
of the empire, and I warrant me there's not one of 
them but, in depcril^ing the battle of Minden, -would 
manage to bring Prince Ferdinand, and my Lord George 
Sackville, and my Lord Granby, into presenoe. It would 
hare been eagf for me to have said I was present when 
the orders were brought to Lord George to clmge with 
the cayalry and finish the rout of the Frenchmen, and 
when he refused to do so, and thereby spoiled the great 
victory. But the fact is, I was two miles off from the 
cavaliy when his lordship's fatal hesitation took place, 
and none of us sdLdiers of the line knew of what had 
oeeunred nntil we came to talk about the fight oYefc our 
• kettles in the evening, and repose after ttie laboura of 
a hard-fought day. I saw no one of higher rank that 
day than my colonel and a couple of orderly officers 
riding by in the smoke — no one on our side , that is. 
A poor corporal (as I then had the disgrace of being) is 
not generally invited into the eompany <tf oommandezs 
and the great; but, in> rmnge, I saw, I proause yon, 
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some very good company on the French part, for their 
rciiiments of Lorraine and Eoyal Cravate were charging 
us all day; and in that sort of melee high and low are 
pretty equally received. I bate braggmg, but I comiot 
hdip saying i^t I made a very close acquaintaace -with 
file oolonel of the Cravates, for I droye my bayonet into 
his body, and finished off a poor little ensign, so young, 
slender, and small, that a blow from my pig-tail would 
have despatched him. I think, in place of the butt of 
my musket, with which I clubbed him. down. I killed, 
besides, four more officers and men, and in the poor 
ensign's pocket found a poise of foorteen lomis-d'or, and 
a 8il?er box of sugar-plums, of which the former pKsent 
▼as very agreeable to me. If people would tell their 
stories of battles in this simple way, I think the cause 
of truth would not sulhr by it. All I know of this 
ftmoos fight of Minden (except from books) is told here 
abore.' The ensign's silver hm^bon box and his purse 
of gold; Hie livid face of Ihe poor fellow as he feU; the 
huzzas of the men of my company as I went oat under 
a smart fire and rifled him; ttieir shonts and cmseB as 
we came hand in hand with the Frenchmen, — these 
are, in truth, not very dignified recollections, and had 
best be passed over briefly. When my kind friend Fagan 
was shot, a brother captain, and his very good friend, 
tamed to lieutenant Bawson, and said, ''Eagan's down; 
BawBon, there's your company."' It waa all the epitaph 
my brave patron got. "I should have left yon a hnndred 
guineas, Bcdmond," were his last words to me, "but for 
a cursed run of ill-luck last night at faro;" and he gave 
me a faint squeeze of the hand; and, as the word was 
gbren to advance, I left hinu When we came back to 
oar old ground, which we presently did, he ym lying 
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there sfaU, but fad -was dead. Some of our people bad 
ali«ady torn off his epatdets, and, no donlrt, had njSed 

his purse. Such knaves and ruffians do men in war 
become! It is well for gentlem(^n to talk of the £^e of 
chivalry; bat renaember ih& starving brutes whom they 
lead — men nursed in poverty, entixely ignorant, made 
to take a piide in deeds of blood — men who can have 
no amnsement bat in dnmkenneBs, debauch, and plunder. 
B ia with these shockmg instraments lhat your great 

warriors and kings have been doing their murderous 
' work in the world; and wliile, for inslnnce, we are at 
the present moment admiring the "Great Frederick," as 
we call bim, and bis philosophy, and his libeialityi and 
his militaiy genius, I, who have served him, and been^ 
as it were, behind tiie soenes of which tibat great epeo- 
tacle is composed, ean only look at it with horror. What 
a number of items of human crime, misery, slavery, to 
form that sum-total of glory! I can recollect a certain 
day, about three weeks after the battle of !Minden, and 
a farm-house in which some 0f us entered^ and how the 
old woman and her daughters served us, trembling, to 
wine; and how we got drunk over the wine, and the 
house was in a jQame, pnsenl^yr and woe betide the 
wretched fellow afterwards who came home to look for 
his house and his children! 



CHAPTEE V. 

« 

In whioft Buny THe* to rtmfT* m Ua Arom MUtUn^ Glory m Pttialbto* 

Afteh the death <tf my protector. Captain Fagan, I 
am forced to confess that I fell into the rery K^orst of 
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0091863 and oompiiiy. Being a rough soldier of fortane 
himadf y lia Jubd nerer been a fimuxUe with the oiffioeni 
of Ids ngimeiittf who liad a contempt for Iiiflhineiiy m 
KngHBhmen sometiiiies will have, and nuied to moek hia 

hroo^ue, and his blunt, uncouth manners. 1 had been 
insolent to one or two of them, and had only been 
screened fi-om punishment by his intercession; and 
especially his succeeaor^ Mr. Eawsoiiy had no liking foe 
me, and put another man into ^e seigeaai'a place faeant 
in his oompany after the battle of MindRn. This adt of 
izgnfitioe rendered wj sernee Terf disagreeable to me; 
and, instead of seeking to conquer the dislike of my 
superiors, and win their good-will by good behaviour, 
I only sought £or means to make my situation easier to 
me, and grasped at all the amusements in my power. 
In a ixeigsi eoontrj; with Hm enamy heStm xm, and tha 
people oontumally under oontnhuiian ftmn one side or 
the other, numberless irregalarities were permitted to 
the troops which would nut have been allowed in more 
peaceable times. I descended gradually to mix w-ith the 
sergeants, and to share their amusements; drinking and 
gamblijig were, I am sorry to say, our principal 
pastimea; and I fell so readily into their ways» tha(^ 
thoogh only a young lad of seventeeni I was the master 
of them all in daring widkedness; l&ongfa there were 
some among them, who, I promise you, were far ad- 
vanced in tlie science of every kind of profligacy. 
I should have been under the provost-marshal's hands, 
for a dead certainty^ had I continued much longer in the 
snay: but aa accident occurred which took me out o£ 
tbe "Ri^isb senice in ralher a singnlar manner. 

The year in which George n. died, our regiment 
Lad the honour to be present at the battle of Warburg 
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(where the Marquis of Granby and bis hant re- 
trieved the dieoiedit which hiid Mien upon the eamhj 
dnoe Lord Geoige Saokville's defideatien at Miiidein)^ 
end whm Prmee Ferdinand mioe mofe completely de« 

feated the Frenchmen. During the action, my lieutenant, 
Mr. Fakenham, of Fakenliam, the gentleman who had 
threatened me, it may be remembered, with the caning^ 
was Btmck by a Brasket-ball in the side. He had sho-wn 
no want ef coniage in this or ongr other oooasum where 
he had been called npon to act against the iVeoch; hot 
ttus was his flrst wound, and the young gentleman was 
exceedingly frightened by it. He offered five guineas 
to be carried into the town which was hard by; and I 
and another man, taking him up in a cloak, managed to 
tmiu^rt him into a place of decent ajipeamnee, where 
we put him to bed, and where a young saxgecm (who 
desinBd nothing better Ihan to taJse hunsdf oat of the 
fire of flie musketry) went presently to diess his 
wound. 

In order to get into the house, we had been obliged, 
it most be confessed, to Jdre into the locks with our 
peoes, which sommons breoght an inhabitant of the 
house to the door, a Yety pratty and bkok-eyed yoong 
woman, who hyei flieie with hex old half-blind fidiier, 
a retired jagd-meister of the Bake of Oassel, luerd by. 
AVhen the French were in the town, meinherr's house 
had suffered like those of his neighbours; and he was at 
first exceedingly unwilling to accommodate our guests. 
But the first knocking at the door had the effect of 
bringing a i^eedy answer; and Mr. fakenhain, taking a 
ooniAe of guineas out of a very fiill purse, speedily coDr 
vinced the people that they had only to deal with a 
person of honour. 
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Leaying the doctor (who mm ycvy |^ to stop) with 
his patient, who paid me tiie stipulated lewaid, I wM 

returning to my regiment with my other comrade, after 
having paid, in my German jargon, some deserved com- 
jiliments to the hlack-ej'ed beauty of Warburg, and 
thinking, with no small envy, how comfortable it would 
be to he billeted there, when the private who was 
with me cat short my reveries, by suggesting that we 
should divide the five guineas that the lieutenant had 
given me. 

"There is your share,** said I, gi^'ing the fellow one 
piece, Avhich was plenty, as I was the leader of the ex- 
pedition. But he swore a dreadful oath that ke would 
have half; and, when I told him to go to a quarter, 
which I shall not name, the fellow, lifting bis musket 
hit me a blow wiili Uie butt^aid of it, wbicb seat me 
lifeless to the ground; and, when I awoke from my 
trance, I found myself bleeding with a large wound in 
the head, and had barely time to stagger back to the 
house where I had left the lieutenant^ when I again £eli 
iaiihting at the door. 

Here I must have been disooveted by the s uig ie ua . 
on his issuing out; for when I awoke a seoond tnne I 
foimd myself in the ground-floor room of the house, sup- 
ported by the black-eyed girl, while the surgeon was 
copiously bleeding me at the arm. There was another 
bed in the room where the lieutenant had been laid, — • 
it was that occupied by Gretel, the servant; while lischen, 
ss my tear one was called, had, till aoi^, slept in the 
couch where the wounded dBoer lay. 

**Who are you putting into that bed?" said he, 
languidly, in German; for the ball had been extracted 
&om his side .with much pain and loss of blood. 
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They told Um it tiie oocpoial yAiSi hid beonght 

''A corporal?" said he, in English; "turn him out." 
And you may be sure I felt highly complimented by the 
words. But we were both too faint to compliment or to 
abuse each other maehf and I was put to bed carefully; 

and, on being undressed, had an opportunity to find that 
my pockets had been lilled by the English soldier after 
he bad knocked me down. However, I was in p:ood 
quarters; the young lady who sheltered me presently 
brought me a refreshing drink; and, as I took it^ I could 
not help pressing the kind hand that gave it me; nor, 
in truths did this* token of my gratitude seem unwel- 
come. 

Una intimacy did not demaae with ftnther aoqiiaini>* 
a&oe. I fmmd liscben the tmderost of nurses. When* 

ever any delicacy was to be provided for the wounded 
lieutenant, a share was always sent to the bed ojjposite 
hisy and to the avaricious man's no small annoyance. 
His illness was long. On the second day t^e fever 
deetaied itself; fixr aome ni^^ he was delirioas; and I 
remember it was when a commanding officer waa in- 
apeetins.^ our quartan, wiOi an intention, very likely, of 
billeting bimself on the house, that the howlinpj and 
mad words of the patient overhead struck liini, and he 
retired rather frightened. I had been sitting up very 
comfortably in the lower apartment, for my hurt waa 
quite aubaided; md it waa onlj when tlie offioer aAed 
me with a tough voiee, why I waa not at my vegimenl^ 
thact I began to nAset how pleaaant my quarterv were 
to me, and that I was much better here than crawling 
under an odious tent with a parcel of tipsy soldiers ^ or 
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going tiia xnc^xoiiDdiy or nemg kng be£m dayteaak 
Iv driU. 

Tbe delninin of Mr. iUieiibftm 

I determined forthwith to go mad. There was a poor 
fellow about Brady's town called "Wandering Billy," 
whose insane pranks I had often mimicked as a lad, and 
I again put them in practice. That night I made an 
attempt upon Imkm, saluting hm with a yell nd a 
grm which fkightBiied her ahnoat oat of her wita; and 
whea any body came I waa raring. The blow on the 
head had disordered ray brain; the doctor was ready to 
vouch for this fact. One night I whispered to him that 
I was Julius Ciesar, and considered him to be my 
affianced wife Uueen Cleopatra, which convinced him of 
my inaazdty. Indeed, i£ her Majeaty had been like my 
iBsealapiofly she muet haye had a oanoty beard, such as 
is lare in Egypt 

A movement on the part of the French speedily 
caused an advance on our part. The towTi was evacuated, 
except by a few Pmssian troops, whose surgeons were 
to visit the wounded in the place; and, when we were 
well, we were to be drafted to our Teguments. I deter- 
nuBed that I n«m would join mine again. My inteiir 
tbn was io make for Hdlland, ahnost the only neotral 
country of Europe iu these times, and thence to get a 
passage somehow to England, and hgme to daar old 
Brady's town. " 

If Mr. Pakenham is now alive I here tender him my 
i^ologiea fop my oouduot to him. He was very aeh; be 
nod me very ilL I managed to fris^ilfln away Ida 
fler?mit who came to attend him after the affiair of 
Warburg, and from that time would sometimes condescend 
to wait upon the patient, who always teated me with 



Digitized by Google 



94 



£ MEMOIES 



aeom; but it was my object to have him alone, and I 
bore his brutalily with the utmoBt dvility and miidneu^ 
iUBflitiHtiBg in nijr own nmid a Tery pretty rotazn fys all 
Ids fBmfom to me. Nor was I the only penon isL the 

house to whom the worthy gentleman was imcivil. He 
ordered the fair Lischen hither and thither, made im- 
pertinent love to her, abused her soups, quarrelled with 
her omelettes, and grudged the^moDey which was laid 
out for his maiat^uuDice, so that our hostess detested 
idm as mooh as, I thmk, mtiumt yaxdHjf she la** 
garded me* ' 

For, if the truth mtnt he told, I had made a very 
deep love to her during my stay under her roof, as is 
always my way with women, of whatever age or degree 
of beauty. To a man who has to make his way in the 
woMf these dear girls ean always be nse&il in one 
fitthion or another; never nund, if they icepel jour 
passion; at any rate, they are not ofEbnded with yonr* 
declaration of it, and only look npon you with more 
favourable eyes in consequence of your misfortune. As 
for Lischen, I told her such a pathetic story of my life 
(a tale, a great deal more romantic than that here 
aflzratedy — to I did not restnLot myself to the escaot 
tmHi in thai hisfcny, as in tiiese pages I am bound to 
do), that I won ^e poor girl\s bmrt entirely, and» 
besides, made considerable progress in the German 
language under her instruction. Do not think me very 
cruel and heartless, ladies; this heart of Lischen's was 
like many a town in the neighbourhood in which sbd 
dwelt, and had been stormed and occupied several times 
before I came to inyest it; now moontingErenQh ooknrs^ 
now green and yellow Saxon, now black and white 
Itnssian, as the case nuy be. A lady who set^s lier 
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heart upon a lad in nnifrna mwt prepare to ohaiige 
kfm pratty quickly, or her life -wiU be Imt a ead one. 

The German surgeon who attended xm after the de- 
parture of the English only condescended to pay our 
house a visit twice during my residence; and 1 took care, 
for a reason 1 had, to receive him in a darkened room, 
and much to the annoyance of Mr. Eakenhaia, who lay 
ttme: bnt I said the li|sht a^^Bctted mj ejrea dreadfully 
smoe my blow on the head; and so I coymd up my 
head with clothes when the doctor came, and told him 
that I was an Egyptian mummy, or talked to hini some 
insane nonsense, in order to keep up my character. 

"What ifl that nonsense you were talking about an 
Egyptian mummy, fellow?" asked Mr. jFakenhen^ 
peerbhly. 

"Oh! youll know soon, mr,*^ eaid L 

The next time that I expected the doctor to come, 
instead of receiving him in a darkened room, with hand- 
kerchiefs muffled, I took care to he in the lower room, 
and waa having a game at cards with Lischen as the 
smgeon entered. I had taken possession of a dressing- 
jacket of tlie lientenanf Sy and some othmr articles of his " 
WBidfobe, whieh fitted me pretty well, and, I flatter my- 
self was no ungentlemanlike figure. 

"Good moiTow, corporal," said the doctor, rather 
gruiily, in reply to my smiling salute. 

"Corporal! Lieutenant, if you please,'' answered I, 
gifing an arch look at Iiisohen» whom I had not yet 
instmoted in my plot 

''How lieutenant?'' asked the eargeon. ''I liiought 
the lieutenant was — ' 

"Upon my word, you do me great honour," cried I, 
laogbingy ''you mistook me for the nu^i corporal up- 
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stairs. The fellow has once or twice pretended to be 
an officer, but my kind hostess heie oaa answer whiok 
is YrbachJ* 

^Yesterday he fimded he was Prince Verdhuoid/' 
sand Lisehen; ^the day y<m eame he aud he wis an 

Egyptian mummy." 

"80 he did/' said the doctor; "I remember; but, hal 
hai do you know, lieutenant, I haye in my notes made 
ft mistake in you two?" 

^DcMit talk to me ahout hia maledy; he is ctUbm 
now.* 

lisehea and T langhed at lids error as at tiie nost 

ridiculous Ihing in the world; and, when the sul^on 
went up to examine his patient, 1 cautioned him not to 
talk to him about the subject of his malady, for he was 
in a very excited state. 

The reader irili be aUe to gather from the aho^e 
oonTeraaiion what my designf leoUy was. I was deter- 
mined to escape, and to esoape tinder the charaeter tii 
Lieutenant lakenliaiu, taking it from him to his face, as 
it ^vere, and making use of it to meet my imperious 
necessity. It was forgery and robbery, if you like^ £or 
I took all his mon^y and olotbesy — I don't care to cott- 
ceal it; but the need was so nigent, that I would do se 
i^gahi; send I knew I ooold not effiMst my escape wilhoat 
his purse, as w^ as his name. Henoe it became mj 
duty to take possession of one and the other. 

As the lieutenant lay still in bed upstairs, I did not 
hesitate at all about assuming bis uniform, especially 
after taking eaze to inform myself firom the doctor 
whether any men of onrs who mif^t know me were in 
the town. But there were n<me that I could hear of; 
and BO I odmly took my wdks with Madame Tsschnnp 



» 

Digitized by Googl 



OF liA.UliX LXUhOHf 



97 



dressed in the lieutenant's uzuform, imde inquiries as to 
a hoz86 that I wanted to puichase, reported myself to 
the comiTMindant of the place m lieutenaat Fakenham, 
of Gale's English i^iment of fboi^ conyalescent^ and was 

asked to dine with the officers of the Prussian regiment 
at a very sorry mess they had. How Takenham would 
have stormed and raged, had he known the use I was 
making of his name! 

Whenever tliat worthy used to inquire ahout his 
dothesy which he did witii many oaths and curses that 
he would have me caned at the regiment for inattention, 
I, with a most respectful air, informed him that they 
were put away in perfect safety below; and, in fact, had 
them very neatly ])acked, and ready for tlie day when I 
proposed to depart. His papers and money, however, he 
kept under his pillow; and, as X had por^ased a hoxse, 
it became necessary to pay for it; 

At a certain hour, then, I ordmd the animal to he 
brouf^ht round, when I would pay the dealer for him. 
(I shall pass over my adieus witli my kind liostess, whicli 
were very teaiful indeed), and then, making up my mind 
to the great action, walked upstaiis to Falkenham's room 
attired in his full regimentals, and with his hat cocked 
over my left eye. 

"You giveai sooundioeU" said he, with a multiplicity 
of oaths; "you mutinous dog; what do you mean by 
dtressing yourself in my regimentals? As sure as my 
name's Pakenham, when we get back to the i«?egiment, 
m have your soul cut out of your body." 

<Tm promoted lieutenant," said I, with a fmeer; 'Tm 
come to take my leave of you^ and then going up to 
his bed, I said, **I intend to have your papers and purse.'' 
With this I put niy hand under his pillow, at which he 
Thackeray, Miscellanies* VL ' 7 
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gave a seream mi^t have called the whole ganison 
about my ears. ^Bark ye, or!'' said 1, "no moie noise^ 
or you are a dead man!'' and, taking a handkerchief, I 

bound it tight around liis mouth so as well-nigh to 
throttle him, and, pulling forward the sleeves of his 
shirty tied them in a knot together, and so left him, 
lemoying the papers and the purse, you m^y he soie, 
and wishing him politely a good day. 

''It is the mad coipoial,'' said I to flie people down 
below *who were attracted by the noise ftom the sick 
man's chamber; and so taking leave of the old blind 
jagd-meister, and an adieu I -will not say how tender of 
hia daughter, I mounted my newly purchased auimal, 
and, as I pranced 'away, and the sentinek presented arms 
to me at the town^tesi ielt once move that I was in 
my proper sphere, and detennined never again to fall 
from the rank of a gentleman. 

I took at first the way towards lircmcn, where our 
amy was, and bringing reports and letters from the 
Prussian commandant of Warburg to head-quarters; but^ 
as soon as I got out of sight of the advanced sentinels^ 
I tamed bridle and lode into the Hesse-Cassel tenitory, 
^^grtdch is luckily not yery &r from Warbnig, and I 
promise you I was very glad to see the blue-and-red 
stripes on the barriers, which showed me tliat 1 was out 
of the land occupied by our countrymen. I rode to Hof, 
and the next day to Cassel, giving out that 1 was the 
bearer of despatches to Prince Henry, then on ihe Lower 
Bhine, and put up at the best hotel of the place, where 
the field^Kxfllcen of the garrison had their ordhiary. These 
gentlemen I treated to the best wines that the house 
aJSbrded, for I was determined to keep up the character 
of the English gentleman^ and I talked to them abput 



Digitized by Google 



OF BABBT LTNDOK, £80. 



99 



my EngHsli estates with a fluency that almost made me 
believe in the stories whicli I invented. I was even 
asked to an assembly at Wilhelmshuhe, the Elector^s 
palace, and danced a minuet there with the Kctf-^nanhall't 
lavdj daughter, and lost a few pieces to his eseellemej 
file first hnnt^imster of his hip:}ine8B. 

At our tabic at the inn tliere was a Prussian officer 
who treated me with great civility, and asked me a 
tliousand questions about England, which I answered as 
best I mi^t this best, I am bound to say, was 
\nd enough. I knew nothing about England, and the 
court, and the noble flEunilies there; but, led away by 
&e Tain-gloriousness of youth (and a propensity which I 
possessed in my early days, but of which I have long 
since corrected nnself, to boast and talk in a manner 
not altogether consonant with truth), I invented a thou- 
sand stories which I told him; described the king and 
the ministerB to him, said the British ambassador at 
Berlin was my uncle, and promised my acquaintanee a 
letter of recommendation to him. When lite officer asked 
me my uncle's name, I was not able to give him the 
real name, and so said his name was O'Grady; it is as 
good a name as any other, and those of JObaliyowen, 
county Cork, arc as good a family as any in the world, 
as I hare heard. As for stories about my regiment, of 
these, of course, I had no lack. I wish my other histories 
had been equally authentic. 

On the morning I left Cassel, my Prussian friend 
came to me with an open, smiling countenance, and said 
he too was bound for Dusseldorf, whither I said my route 
ky; and bo laying our horses' heads together, we jogp^od 
00. The country was desolate beyond description. The 
prince in whose dominions we were was known to be the 
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most ruthless seller of men in Germany. He would sell 
to any bidder, and, durinp: the five years which the war 
(afterwards called the Seven Years' War) had now lasted, 
had so exhausted the males of his principality, that the 
fields semamed untilled, even the ehildren of twelve 
yeaiB old veie driveii off to the vmt, and I saw herds 
of ^se wretoheB mardiing forwards, attended by a few 
troopers, now under the guidance of a red-coated Ha- 
noverian sergeant, now with a Prussian sub-ofiicer ac- 
companying them, with some of whom my companion 
exchanged signs of recognition. 

''It hurts my feelings/' said he, ''to be obliged to 
comnnme wi(3i such wretches, bnt the stem necessities 
of war demand men oontinnally, and hence these re- 
cruiters whom you see market in hnman flesh. They 
get five-and-twenty dollars a m;in from our government 
for every man they l)ring in. ior fine men — for men 
like you," he added laughing, "we would go as high as 
a hundred. In the old king's time we would have glyen 
a thousand for you, when he had his giant regiment that 
our present monaTch disbanded.** 

"I know one of them," said I,' "who served witli 
you: we uscmI to call him Morgan Trussia." 

"Indeed! and who was this Moi^an Prussia?" 

**Why a huge grenadier of ours, who was somehow 
snapped up in Hanover by some of your zeoruitecs." 

^'The rascals!'' said my fiiend, ''and did Ihey daie 
take an Englishman?'' 

"Faith tliis was an Irishman, and a great deal too 
sharp for them, as you shall hear. Morgan was taken, 
then, and drafted into the giant guard, and was the 
biggest man almost among all the giants there. Many 
of these monsters used to complain of their life, and 
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their oaaing^ and thBir long drills, aoDd tibeir mmU pty, 
but Motgan was not one of the gnunblen. *1^b a deal 
better/ and lie, ^to get M here in Berlin than to starve 

in rags in Tippcrary!'* 

"Where is Tipperary?" asked my companion. 

"That is exactly what Morgan's friends asked him. 
It is a beautiful district in Ireland, the capital of which 
is the magnifio^t city of Clonmel; a city, let me tell yon, 
sir, only inferior to Dublin and Ixmdon, and fiar mora 
saTDptuons than any on the Continent. Well, Morgan 
said tliat liis birthplace was near that city, and the only 
thiujn^ which caused him uiiha])piiiess, in his present 
situation, was the thought that his brothers were; still 
starving at home, when tliey might be so much bettw 
off in bis majesty's service. 

** 'Faith,' says Morgan to tiie sergeant, to vkom he 
imparted the information, *it*8 my brother Bin that 
would make the tine sergeant of the guards, entirely!* 

***Is Ben as tall as you are?' asked tlie sergeant. 

" *Afi tali as me^ is it? Why, man, I'm the shortest 
of my family! There's six more of us, but Bin's the 
biggest of alL Oh! out and out the biggest Seven Csst 
in his eto(^n-/k^ as sure as my name's Morgan!' 

*** Can't we send and fetch them over, these brothers 
of yours?' 

" *^ot you. Ever since I was seduced by one of you 
gentlemen of the cane, they've a mortal aversion to all 
seigeanta^' answeied Morgan: 'but it's a pity they cannot 
come, too. What a monster Bin would be in a graiadisr^ 
cap!' 

**He said nothing more at the time regarding his , 
brothers, but only sighed as if lamenting their hard lute. 
However,, the story was told by. the sergeant to the 
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officers^ and by the officers to the king liimself; and his 
majesiy ma so iuflamod by cmioflityy that be actually 
oosieated to let Moi^gaa go home in order to bxii^ baek 
-with him his seven enonnons brotilierB.'' 

"And were they as big as Morgan pretended?*' 
asked my comrade.^ I could not help laughing at his 
aimplicity. 

**J)q you suppose/ cried ''that Morgan ever came 
baek? No, no; once firee, and be was too wise for that 
He has bought a snug tarn in Tipperaiy with the 
money that was given him to secure his brothers, and 

I fancy tuw men of the guards ever prolited so much 
by it." 

The Prussian captain laughed exceedingly at this 
story, said that the English were the cleverest nation in 
the world, and, on my setting him n^t, agreed iiiat the 
ItiBh were even more so; and we rode on veiy well 
pleased with each other, for he had a thousand stories 
of the war to tell, and the skill and gallantry of Tredc- 
rick, and the thousand escapes, and victories, and de- 
feats scarcely leas glorious than victories, through whic^ 
the king had passed. Kow that I was a gentleman, 
I eould listen with admiratiftn to these tales; and yet 
file sentiment reooided at the end of ilie last chapter 
was lippermost in my mind but three weeks back, when 
I remembered that it was the great general got the 
glory, and the poor soldier only insult and the cane. 

"Bj the way, to whom are you taking despatches^" 
asked the officer. 

It was another ugly question which I determined to 
answer at hap-hazard; and so I said, ^To General 
Bolls.* I had seen the general a year before, and gave 
the first name iu my head. My friend was quite sati^* 
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fied Willi ii'^ and we ooutiiHied oar tide until eTioing 
Qome mi and, our hmes being weary,* it was agreed 
that we i^ioiild ocone to a Iialt. 

"There a very good inn," said the captain, as we 
rode up to what appeared to lue a very lonely-looking 
place. 

"This may be a vay good inn for Germany," said I, 
^bnt it would not paaa in Old Ireland. Cocbaeh is only 
a league off: let ns piuh on fiir Carbaoh.'' 

^Bd yon ^want to see the loveliest woman in 

Europe?" said the officer. "Ah! you sly rogue, I see 
that will intiueuce you;" and, truth to say, such a pro- 
posal was always welcome to me^ as I don't care to 
own. ''The people aie great farmers," said the captain, 
"as well as inn-keepers;" and, indeed, the place seemed 
more a &rm than an innryavd. We entered by a great 
gate into a court walled round, and at one end of which 
was the building, a dingy ruinous place. A couple of 
covered waggons were in the court, their horses were 
littered under a shed hard by, and lounging about the 
place were some men, and a pair of sextants in the 
Anusian xinifbnn, who both toodied their hats to my 
ftiend tbe captain. This eustonuoy fonnaHty struck me 
IB nothing extraordinary, but the aspect of the inn had 
something exceedingly chilling and forbidding in it, and 
I obveiTed the men shut to the great yard-gates as soon 
as we were entered. Parties o£ Erenoh horsemeny the 
captain said, wese about the countiy, and one could not 
tike too many precautions against such villains. 

We w0nt in to supper, after the two sefgeante had 
taken eliargu of our horses; the captain, also, ordering 
one of them to take my yalise to my bed-room. I pro- 
oufied the worthy fellow a glass of schnapps for his pains. 
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A dish of Med eggs asid bacon was ordered from a 
hideous old veiieh HhAi came to senre in pkoe of 
the loTely creature I had expected to see; and the cap- 
tain, laiigliiiig, said, "Well, our meal is a fnip^al one, 
but a soldier has many a lime a woit^e;" and, taking off 
his hat, sword-belt, and gloves, with great ceremony, he 
sat down to eat I would not be behindhand with him 
in politeness^ and pot my weapon secmely on the old 
chest of drawers wheie hhi was laid. 

The liideous old woman hct'orc mentioned brought us 
in a pot of very sour wine, at which and at her ugliness 
I felt a considerable ill-humour. 

''Where's the beauty you promised me?* said I, as 
soon as the old hag had left the room. 

''Bah!" said he, laughing, and looking hard at me: 
'4t was my joke*, I was tired^ and did not care to go 
iarth«r. Theie's no prettier woman here than thai If 
ahe w<nit anit yooi fancy, my Mendi yon mnst wait 
awhile.'' 

, This increased my ill-humour. 

''Upon my word, sur,'' said I, sternly, "I think you 
have acted Tory eoollyP 

"I hhVB acJed as I think fit!" i^lied the captain. 

"Sir," said I, "I'm a British officer!" 

'*It's a lie!" roared the other, "you're a dfsfetkr? 
You're an impostor, sir; I have kno\Mi you for such 
these three hoars. I suspected yon yesterday. My men 
heard of a man escaping ftom Wartioi^, and I liioiq^t 
yon were tlie man. Your lies and foQy hare confirmed 
me. You pretend to carry despatches to a general who 
has been dead those ten months; vou li;ive an uncle 
who is an ambassador, and whose name forsooth, you 
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doB^ kmow. Will you join and take lite Ixnmty, sir, or 
vill you be given up?** 

"Neither!*' said I, sprins^ng at him like a tiger. 
Eut, i\ir\\c as I was, he was equally on his guard. He 
took two pistols out of his pocket, tired one otf, and said, 
tma the other end of the table where he stood dodgiiig 
me^ 88 it were, — 

Advance a step, and I send this ballet into your 
brains I'^ In another minute the door was flung open, 
and the two sergeants entered armed with musket and 
bayonet to aid their comrade. 

The game was up. I tiung down a knife with which 
1 had armed myself, for the old hag on bringing in the 
wine had removed my sword, 
vohmteer," said 1. 

"That's my good fellow? What name shall I put 
on my list?" 

"Write Redmond Barry of Bally Barry," said 1, 
haughtily; "a descendant of the Irish kings!" 

"I was once with the Irish brigade, Roche's," said 
the reoraiter, sneering, ''trying if I conld get any Ukebf 
Mows among die few conntrymen of onus that are in 
the bn'oradc, and there was scarce! v one of them that 
was not descended from the kings of Ireland." 

"jSir," said 1, "king or not, I am a gentleman, as 
yon can see.^ 

"Oh! yon will find plenty more in oar eorps,'^ an- 
swered Hie captain, still in ^ sneerii^ mood. 'Give 
tip your papers, Ms. €fentiieman, and let na see who yoa 

really are." 

As my pocket- hook contained some hank-notes as 
well as papers of Mr. i'akenham^s, I was not willing to 
^ np my properiy, sospeoting veiy rightly that it was 
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but a scheme on the part of the captain to get ajod 
keep it. 

"It can matter very little to yoV«.8aid 1, 'Vhat my 
priyate papers* axe: I am enliated imder iiie name of 
Bedmond Barry." 

'^Give it up, giiTah!'^ said the captain, seizing his 
cane. 

"I will not give it upl" answered L 
J found i do yon mutiny?'' screamed he, and, at the 
same time, gave me a lash acroBs the face with the cane^ 
which had the antidpated efibct of producing a struggle. 
I dashed forward to grapple with him, the two sergeants 
flung themselves on me, I was thrown to the ground and 
stunned again, being hit on my former wound in the 
head. It was bleeding severely when I came to myself, 
my laced coat was already torn off my hack, my purse 
and papers gone, ftnd my hands tied hehind my back. 

The great and iUustriovis Frederick bad scoires of 
these white slave-dealers all round the frontiers of his 
kingdom, debaueliing troops or kidnapping peasants and 
hesitating at no crime to supply tliose brilliant regiments 
of his with food for powder; and I cannot help telling 
here with some satis&otion the fate which, ultiniately 
befell the atrodooa soonndiel wh0» violatuig all tli^ 
lights of friendship and good fellowship, had just suc- 
ceeded in entrapping me. Tliis individual was a person 
of high family and known talents and courage, but who 
had a propensity to gambling and extravagance, and 
found his calling as a xecniit-decoy far more profitable 
to him than his pay of second captain in the liuAt The 
sovereign, too, probably £mnd his services more useful 
in the former capacity. His name was Monsieur de 
Galgenstein, and he was one of the most succcssiul of 
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the practiaers of hSm xfulusally trade. ITc spoke all • 
langoages, and knew all oonntriaSy and hence had no 
difficulty in finding out the sunple braggadocio of a 
jmag lad like me. 

About 1765, however, he came to liis justly merited 
end. Ho was at this time living at Kehl, opposite 
Strasburgy and used to take his walk upon the bridgo 
there^ and get into conversation with ^e Prench ad- « 
wioed sentinehii and to whom he was in the habit of 
promising ''monniaina and nuurels,'' as the Erench say, 
if they would take service in Prussia. One day there 
was on the bridge a superb grenadier, whom Galgenstcin 
accosted, and to whom he promised a company at least 
if he would enlist under Frederick. 

^Afik my comrade yonder/' said the grenadier, '^I 
can do nothing without him. We were horn and heed 
. together, we are of Ihe same oompany, sleep in Uie same 
room, always go in pairs. If he will go and you will 
give him a captaincy, I will go too." 

"Bring your comrade over to Kehl," said Galgen- 
stein, delighted, ''I will give you the best of dinners^ 
and can promise to satisfy both of you." 

^'Had you not better speak to him on the bridge?'' 
said the grenadier. daie not leaye my post, but you 
luRre but to pass, and talk over the matter." 

Galgenstein, after a little parley, passed the sentinel; 
but presently a panic took him, and he retraced his steps. 
Bat the grenadier brought his bay(met to the Prussian's 
breast and bade him stand, that he was his prisoner. 

The Prussian, however, seemg his dan^, made a 
bcmnd across the bridge and into the Bhine, whither 
flinging aside liis musket, the intrepid sentry followed 
him. The Irenchman was the better swimmer of the 
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two, fleued upon liie lecndter, and bore Idm to the 
Strasbiurg sub of Hie stream, where he gare him up* 

^YoxL deeerve to be shot," said the general to him, 
**for abandoning your post and arms, but you merit re- 
ward for an act of courage and daring. The king prole i s 
to reward you," aud the maa received mouey and pro' 

.... A * 

juwii wn > 

Ab for Gfllgenst^i he declared hk qualify aa-a 
nobleman and a captain in the Prasnan aervice, and ap* 

plications were made to Berlin to know if his rei)resen- 
tations were true. But the king, though he employed 
men of this stamp (othcers to seduce the subjects of his 
allies), could not acknowledge his own shame. Letters 
irere written back from Berlin to say that miah a &mily 
' existed in the kingdom, hat that the pemon representing 
himself to belong to it must he an impostor, for every 
officer of the name was at his regiment and his post. It 
was (jalgenstein's death warrant, and he was hanged as a 
spy in btrasburg. 

^Tum him into the cart with the rest,^ said he, as 
soon as I awoke from my trance. 

CHAPTEE VL 

Tht Crimp W«fon — Military Episodes. 

Tin covered wagon to which I was ordered to march 
was standing, as I hare said, in the couxt-yaid of the 

fiirm, with another dismal vehicle of the same kind hard 

by it. Each was pretty well filled with a crew of men, 
whom the atrocious crimp, who had seized upon me, had 
enlisted uiider the banners of the glorious f^edericki and 
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I eoM me by the luntems of the ienliiieb^ as they ilmst 

me into the straw, a dozen dark figures huddled toj^etlier 
in the huriibiu moviii«? prison where I was nuw to be 
conlined. A scream and a curse from my opposite neigh- 
bour showed me that he was most likely wounded, as I 
myadf wae; and, during the whole of the wxeiched night, 
the moans and adbe of the poor fidUows in similar oapti- 
Tity leapt up a oontinnal, painful choms, whieh effiBctnally 
prevented my getting any relief from niy ills in sleep. 
At midnight (as far as I could judge") the In u ses were ])ut 
to the wagons^ and the creaking, iumbtinug machines 
veiB put in motion. A couple of soldiers, stron^y armed, 
nt on tibe outer benoh of the oart, and ttieir grim fiu^es 
peered in with their lanterns ereiy now and ttien through 
the canvas curtains, that they might count the number 
of their prisoners. The hrutes were half druidc, and 
were singing love and war songs, such as 0 (iretchcii 
mill Tauhvhen mem Jlrrzmstrompet, Mein Kauon mein 
Heerpauk unci meine Musket^" ^^Frinz Eugen dcr edle 
Mter," and the like; their wild whoops and jodeU 
iBsking dolefbl disoord with the groans of us oaptiyes 
within the wagons. Many a time afterwards have I heard 
these ditties sung on the march, or in the barrack-room, 
or round the fires as we lay out at night. 

I was not near so unhappy, in spite of all, as I had 
heen on my first enlisting in Ireland. At least, thought 
I, if I am degraded to be a pri.Tate soldier, there will be 
no one of my aoquaintance who will witness my shame, 
and that is the point which I have always cared for most. 
There will be no one to say, "There is young l^edinond 
Barry, the descendant of the Eam's, the tiisliiunahle 
young blood of Dublin, pipeclaying his belt, and carrying 
Ids hrofwn Bess." Indeed, but £or that opinnm of the 
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"world, witli Tvliich it is necessary that every man of spirit 
should keep upon equal terms, I, for my part, would 
have always been contcuted with the humblest poitioiL 
iNbw here, to all intents and puiposeB, one was as far 
removed ftom the world as in the wilds of BLberia^ or in 
Bobinson Crusoe's island. And I reasoned with myself 
thns: — **Now you are caught, there is no use in. repi- 
ning; make the best of your situation, and get all the 
pleasure you can out of it. There are a thousand oppor- 
tunities of plunder, &c., offered to the soldier in war- 
time, ont of which he can get both pleasure and profit; 
make use of these, and be happy. Besides, you are ex- 
traordinarily braTe, handsome, and clever: and who 
knows but you may procure advancement in your new 
service?" 

In tliis philosopliical way I looked at my misfortunes, 
determining not to be cast down by them; and bore my 
woes and my broken head with perfect magnanimity. 
The latter was, for the moment, an evil against which 
it required no small powers of endurance to contend; for 
the jolts of the wagon were dreadful, and every shake 
caused a throb in my brain whicli I thought would have 
split my skull. As the morning dawned, I saw that the 
man next me, a gaunt, yellow-haired creature, in black, 
had a cushion of straw under his head. 

''Are you wounded, comrade?" said L 

''Praised be the Lord," said he, T am sore hurt in 
spirit and body, uud bruised in iiumy members; wounded, 
however, am I not. And you, poor youth?" 

"I am wounded in the head," said I, "and I want 
your pillow: give it me — I've a clasp-knife in my 
pocket!" and with this I gaye him a terrible look, meaning 
to say (and mean it I did, for look you, i la guerre ifeet 
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a la guerre^ and I am none of your milk -sops), that, 
unless he yield( (l mo the accommoilatioii, I would give 
him a taste of my steel. 

T would give it thee withoat any threat, Mend/* 
said the yellow-baixed, meeUj, and lumded me over bia 
littla sack of straw. 

He then leaned himself back as eomfortably as be 
could against tlie cart, and began repeating, "Ein' feste 
Burg ist unser Gott," by which I concluded that I had 
got into the company of a paison. Witb the jolts of the 
wagon, and accidents of tbe jonmey^ Tarions moxe exr 
ohumatLons and movements of tbe passei^ers iQiowed 
what a motley eompany we were. Eveiy now and then 
a countryman would hurst into tears; a French voice 
would be heard to sav, "0 inon Dieul' — mon Dirul** 
a couple more of the Fame nation vrvrc jal)bering oaths 
and chattering incessantly^ and a certain allusion to his 
own and eveiybody else's eyes, which came from a stair 
wart %iire at tbe fiur comer, told me that there was 
oertainly an Englishman in onr orew. 

Eut I was spared soon the tedium and discomforts of 
the journey. In spite of the clergyman's cushion, my 
head, which was throbbing with pain, was brought ab- 
ruptly in contact with the side of the wagon; it began 
to bleed afresh; I became almost light-beaded. I only 
leoollect having a dzangbt of water here and there; once 
stopping at a fortified town, where an officer coonted 
ns: — all the rest of the journey was passed in a drowsy 
stupor, from which, when I awoke, 1 found myself hing 
in a hospital bed, with a nun in a white hood watching 
over me. 

''Tbejr are in sad spritual darkness,'* said a voice 
ftom the bed next to me, when the mm hod finished her 
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kind offices and retired; *'they are iu the night of edcrors 
and yet there is the light of faith in those poor 
ci!eatiu!eB.'' 

It was my comrade of the crimp-wagon, liis liuge, 
broad face looming out I'roin under a white night-capy 
and ensconced in the bed beside. 

""Wliatl yon there, Herr Faster?" mid L 

"Only a candidate, sir," answered llie white niglit- 
cap. "But, praised be J leaven! you luivc come to. You 
have had a wild time of it You have been talking in 
the English language (with which I am acquainted), of 
Ireland^ and a young lady, and Mick, and of another 
yonng lady, and of a house on flie, aoid of the British 
Grenadien, concerning whom you sung us parts of a 
ballad, and of a number of other matters appertaining, 
no doubt, to your perisonai history." 

"It has been a yery strange one," said I; "and, per- 
haps, there is no man in the world, of my birth, whose 
misfortunes can at all be compared to mine." 

I do not object to own that I am disposed to brag of 
any birth and other aoguirements, for I have always 
found that if a man does not giye himaAlf a good woi^ 
his fiiends will not do it for him. 

''Well,'' said my fellow-patient, ''I have no doubt 
yours is a strange tale, and shall be glad to hear it 
anon; but, at present, you must not be permitted to 
speak much, for your fevor has been long, and your 
exhaustion great'' 

"Where are we?'' I asked; and the candidate in* 
formed me that we were in the bishopric and town of 
Fulda, at present occupied by Prince Henry's troops. 
There had been a ftkirmish with an out-party of 1 icnch 
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near the town, in whkhy a shd; cHoteriug the iragon, the 
poor candidate had been woraided. 

As the reader knows already my histor}' , I will not 
take the trouble to repeat it here, or to f^ive the ad- 
ditions with which I favoured my comrade in misfortune. 
£ttt I confess that I told him ours was the greatest £et- 
unly and finest palace in Ireland , iliat we were enorm- 
ously wealthy y related to all tiie peerage , deeoended 
from the ancient kings, &c.; and, to my surprise, in the 
course of our conyersation, 1 found that my interlocutor 
knew a great deal more about Ireland than I did. When, 
iar instance, I spoke of my descent, — 

'Trom which race of kings?'' said he. 

'^O!" said I (£or my memory for dates was never 
wy aoeorate), ''from the old aacieiit kings of aXL^ 

''What! can you trace your origin to the sons of 
Japhet?*^ said he. 

"Faith, I can," answered I, "and farther too, — to 
^Nebuchadnezzar, if you like.'' 

"I see," said the candidate, smiling, "that you look 
open iiiose legends with inoredolity. These Partfadans 
fad Kemedians, of whom your writers fondly make 
mention, cannot he authentically Touched for in history. 
Kor do I believe tliat we have anv more foundation for 
the tales concerning them, than for the legends relative 
to Joseph of Arimathca, and King Brute, which preyailed 
two centuries back in the msst&s idandJ* 

And then, he began a discourse about the Phceni- 
dans, the Soytlis, <arGo4iis, theTnalh deDanans, Taeitus, 
and King Mac Neil, which was, to say the truth, the 
very first news I had heard of those personages. As for 
English, he spoke it as well as I, and had seven more 
languages, he said, equally at his command; for, on my 
Tbocfctfroy^ Mi9cellamet. VL 8 
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qooting Hbe only Latin line fhat I knew, fhat out o£ the 

poet Homer, which says, — 

** As to pimenti perfeetam Itemat to at!,** 

ha began to speak to me in the Bomaa tooogue; on which 
I was Ma. to tell him that we pEocuraiiQed it in it 
di&rant way in Izeland, and so got off the oonrsi^ 

My honest friend's histoiy was a curious one, and it 
may be told here in order to show of what motley ma- 
terials our levies were composed: — 

"1 am," said he, "a Saxon by ])irth, my father being 
pastor of the village of Pfannkttchen, wbeie I imbibed 
the first nulimentB of knowledge. M sEzteea (I am now 
twenty-three), having mastered the Greek and Latin 
tongues, with the French, iMiglish, Arabic, and Hebrew; 
and, having coine into possession of a legacy of a 100 
rixdalijrs, a sum amply sufficient to defray my university 
courses, I went to the £Eunous academy of Gottingen, 
where I devoted four years to the ezaot soiences and 
theology. Also, I learned what worldly aooomplishmenti 
I could oommand; taking a dancmg^ator at the expense 
of a grosclicn a lesson, a course of fencing from a French 
practitioner, and attending lectures on the great horse 
and the equestrian science at the liippodrome of a 
celebrated cavalry professor. My opinion is, that a man 
shonld know eveiytiliing aa ftr as in Ida power Ues, that 
ha should complete Us cyde of ezpenenoei snd one 
science being as necessary as anofh^, it behoves him, 
according to his means, to acquaint himself with all. 
For many branches of personal knowledge (as distin- 
guished from spiritual, though I am not prepared to say 

that the distin/otion is a correct one), I conieM X have 
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finiiid a^Tidf inagi I attempted tight-rope daacmg, wi& 
a Bohemian artist who appeared at our academy, hut in 
this I failed, lameiilably bivuking my nose in the fall 
which I had. I also essayed to drive a coach-and-four, 
which an Jiinglisli student. Heir Graff I^rd von Martin- 
gale, droTe at the university. In thiSi too, I failed; 
oTeraetting the daaiiot at the poatem, oppoaite the Ber- 
liaer gate, with hia krdahip'a ftiend, Emnlein Hiaa Kitfy 
Coddlhia within. I had heen inshracting the young lofd 
in the German language when the above accident toolv 
place, and was dismissed by liim in consequence. My 
means did not permit me furtlier to pursue this curricU' 
hm (you will pardon me the joke), otherwiae, I have no 
doubt, I should have be«D. i^le to take a plaoe in any 
Mppodrome in the worlds and to handle the rihanda 

ike high well-horn lord used to say) to perfection. 

"At the university I delivered a thesis on the quad- 
rature of the circle, which, I think, would interest you; 
and held a disputation in Arabic against Professor 
Strumpff, in which I was said to have the advantage. 
The langgagea of Southeca Europe, of conraa^ I aegnized; 
and, to a pcnon well grounded in Sanaotit^ the NiNcthem 
idioms offer no diffioulty. If you have ever attempted 
the Russian }ou will find it child's play, and it will 
always be a source of regret to me that I have been 
enabled to get no knowledge (to speak of) of Chinese; 
and, hut for the present dilemma, I had intended to 
pasa over into England for that pnrpoae, and get a 
piSBage in me of the Ei^^iiah company's aUpa to 
Cuton. 

"I am not of a saving turn, hence my little fortune 
• of a 100 rixdalers, which lias served to keep many a 

{nideot man £or a ^oore of jem, barely suihced for a 
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fire yean* studies; after wliicli my studies ynm inter- 
rupted, my pupils Ml off, and I was obliged to devote 
much time to shoe-binding in order to save money, and, 
at a future period, resume my academic course. During 
this period I contracted^ an attaohmeut'^ (bere the oan- 
didate sighed a little) ^'with a penson, who, thimgh not 
heaatifdl, and forty yeaza of age» is yet likely to sympa- 
thise with my existeKkoe; and, a mcmth since my khid 
friend and patron, university prorector. Doctor Nasen- 
brumra, having informed me that the Pfarrer of Eumpel- 
tvitz was dead, asked whether i would like to have my 
name placed upon the candidate list, and if I were 
minded to preach a trial sennon^ As the gaining of this 
living wtmld further my unicai -wilii my AmaMa> I 
joyously coibsented^ and prepared a disooiUBe. 

**If you like I will recite it to yon — No? — Well, 
I will give you extracts from it upon our line of march. 
To proceed, then, with my biographical sketch, which is 
now very near a conolusiony or, as I should more cor* 
rectly say, which has yeiy nearly brought me to the 
present paiod «f time^ I preaohed "fliat sermon at Bum- 
pelwits, in wMch I hope thai the Bahyknisoi question 
was pretty satisfactorily set at rest. I preached it be- 
fore the Hcrr Baron ^ and his noble family, and some 
officers of distinction who were staying at his castle. 
Mr. Doctor Moser of Halle followed me in the evening 
disoonrse; but, though his exercise was learned, and he 
disposed of a passage of Ignattus, which he proved to be 
a manifMr interpolation, I do mit ilank his sermon had 
the effect which mine produced, and that the liumpel- 
witzers much relished it. After the sermon, all tlie can- 
didates walked out of church together, and supped 
ioTu^ly at the Blue Stag in JiumpelwitE« 
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^While BO oomipied^ n waiter oone ui and eaid fbci 
a pmoB wUhont wkhed to tpeak to one of the i0?6rend 

candidates, *the tall one/ This could only mean me, 
for I was a head and sliouldei's higher than any other 
reverend gentleman present. I issued out to see who 
was Hie pei»oiL desiring to hold converse with me^ and 
found a man whom I had no diiOSoully in reooguuing ai 
one of the Jewish penmamon. 

***&jr* said tbisHehrew, 'I have heard ftom a friend, 
who was in your church to-day, the heads of the ad- 
mirahle discourse you pronounced there. It has ail'ected 
me deeply, most deeply. There are only one or two 
points on which I am yet in doubt, and if your honour 
eoold but condeaoend to enlighten ma on t he a o , I think 
— I think Solomon Hiisch wonld he a oonTert to your 
eloquenoe/ 

"'What are these points, my good friend?' said I; 
and I pointed out to him tlie twenty-four heads of my 
sermon, asking him in which of these his douhts lay. 

^'We had been walking up and down before the inn 
while our oonTerBation took place, but the windows being 
tugen, and my comrades having heard the diacoiuae in 
flie moming, requested me, la&er peevishly, not to re* 
same it at that period. I, therefore, moved on with my 
disciple, and, at his request, began at once the sermon, 
for my memory is ^ood for anything, and I can repeat 
any book X have read thrice. 

''I poured out, then, under the trees, and in the oalm 
mocmlight, that discourse which I had pnmoanced under 
the blazing sun of noon. My Israelite only intetnipted 
me by exclamations indicative of surprise, assent, ad- 
miration, and increasing conviction. 'Prodigious I' said 

Im, — * Wuiider6cli^ar would ha remack at the con- 
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ehudon of aome eloqaent passage; in a wcvd, he ex* 
faansted the oompHnnniarf interjeoiioxa of our langiiag^^ 

and to complimentB vhat man is averse? I tiimk we 
must have walked two miles when I jrot to my tlnrd 
head, and my com])ariioii bep^i^ed I would enter his 
house , which we now neared, aad partake of a glass of 
beer, to which I was never averse. 

''That house^ sir, was the inn at whioh yon, too, if 
I judge aright, were taken. No sooner was I in the 
place, than three crimps rushed upon me, told me I was 
a deserter, and their prisoner, and called ux)on me to 
deliver up my money and papers, which I did with a 
solemn protest as to my sacred character. They con- 
sisted of my sermon in MS., Pn»ector Kasenbrumm's 
zeoommeiidateiy letter, proving my identity, and three 
groBchen foor pfennigs in Imllion. I had abeady been 
in the cart twenty hours when you reached the honse. 
The French officer, who lay opposite yuu, he who 
screamed when you trod on his foot, for he Avas wounded, 
was brought in shortly before your arrivaL He had 
been taken with his epaulets and regimentals, and 
declared his quality and rank; but he was alone (I be- 
lieve it was some alfidr of love wi& a Hessian lady 
whioh caused him to be unattended); and as the persons 
into whose liands he fell will make more profit of him 
as a recruit than as a prisoner, ho is made to share our 
fate. He is not the first by many scores so captured. 
One of M. de Soubise's' oooks, and three actors oat of a 
troop in the Frendi camp, several deserteiB from your 
Eni^isk troops (the men axe led away by being told fliat 
Hiere w no Aoggmg in the Prussian service), and three 

Dutchmen were taken besides." 

''And you," said I, — ^'you who were just on. the 
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point of getting a valuable living, — you who have so 
much learning, are you not indignant at the outrage 

"I am a Saxon," said the candidate, "and there is no 
use in indignation. Our govenunent is crushed under 
Frederick's lieel th(^se five years, and I might as well 
hope for mercy trom the Grand Mogul. Kor am I, ia 
truth, discontented with mj lot; I have lived on a 
penny bread for bo many years, that a soldies^s rations 
irill be a^ luxury to me. I do not care about more or 
less blows of a cane, all such evils are passii^, and 
therefore endurable. I will never, God willing, slay a 
man in combat, but I am not unanxious to experience! 
on myself the effect of the war-passion, which has had 
80 great ttn influence on the human raoe. Ji was for 
the same reason that I determined to marry Amalia, for 
a man is not a complete Mensch nntil he is the &ther 
of a family, to be which is a condition of his existence, 
and therefore a duty of his education. Amalia must 
wait; she is out of the reach of want, being, indeed, 
cook to the iVau Prorectoiinn Kasenbrumm, my worthy 
patron's lady. I have one or two books with me, which 
no one is likely to take from me, and one in my heart 
which is the best of alL If it shall please Heayen to 
finish my existence here, before I can prosecute my 
studies further, what cause have I to repine? I pray 
God I may not be mistaken, but I think I have wronged 
no man, and committed no mortal sinu If I have, I 
know where to look for forgiveness; and if I die, as I 
haye said, without knowing all that I wonM desire to 
learn, shall I not be in a situation to learn evefyihing^ 
and what can human soul ask for more? 

''Pardon me be pnttiDg so many r$ in my di»* 
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€OQiiBe«* Bflild candidiite. '^biit wTmwi a mta is ifttHny 

of himself, 'tis the hriefetft and simplest way of talking." 

In which, perhaps, though I hate egotism, I think 
my friend was right. Althougli lie firknowledged liini- 
self to be a mean-spirited fellow, with no more ambition 
than to know the contents of a few musty books I think 
the man bad some good in him, especially in the resoln- 
tion with which he hero bis calamities. Many a gallant 
man of the highest honour is often not proof against 
these, and has been kno'^Ti to despair over a bad dinner, 
or to be cast down at a ragged-elbowed coat. My maxim 
is to bear all, to put up with water if you cannot get 
burgundy, and if you have no velvet, to be content with 
frieze. But boigondy and Telvet are the best^ Um 
entendu^ and the man is a fool who will not seize the 
best when the scramble is open. 

^ The head>s of the sermon which my friend the theo- 
logian intended to impart to me, were, however, never 
told; for, after our coming out of the hospital, he was 
drafted into a regiment quartered as far as possible from 
bis natiTe country, in Pomerania; while I was put into 
the Btilow regiment, of which ibe ordinary bead-qnarters 
were Berlin. The Pmssian regiments seldom change 
their ganisons as ours do, for the fear of desertion is so 
great, that it becomes necessary to know the face of 
every individual in the service, and, in time of peace, 
mcEU live and die in the same town. This does not add, 
as miay be imagined, t6 the amusements of the soldier^s 
Ufe. It is lest any young gentleman like myself should 
take a hncy to a military career, and fancy that of a 
private soldier a tolerable one, that I am giving these, 
I hope, moral descriptions of what we poor fellows in 
the ranks really suileied* 
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Ab Boon as we recoTered, we were ^^ismissed from 
the IH1XI8 and tbe jbofpital to the town prison of Folda, 
where we wero kept like dam and criminrii, wiib 
artiUexymen wiili lighted matehee at ^ doom of the 

court-yards, and the hu<2:e black dormitory where some 
hundreds of us lay; until we were despatched to our 
different destinaliuus. It was soon seen by the exercise 
whifih were the old soldiers amongst ua, and which the 
lecroitB; and for the former, while we lay in piieony 
fhace waa a little more leiaaie^ though^ if posaibley a atill 
more sirict watch kept than orer the hrokenrapirited 
yokels who had been forced or coaxed into the service. 
To describe the characters here assembled would require 
• Mr. Gillray's own pencil. There were men of all nations 
and callings. The l^nghshmen bosed and bullied; the 
Freoahmea playi^d oards, and danoed> and faneed; the 
heayy Germaos amoked their pipes and drank heer, if 
tiiey could manage to pmohate it. Those who had 
anything to risk gambled, and at this sport I was pretty 
lucky, for, not lia^ing a penny when I entered the depot 
(having been robbed of every fartliing of my property 
by the rascally crimps), I won near a dollar in my very * 
first game at cards with one of the Fienchmeni who 
did not think of asking whether I could pay txr not npon 
losing. Such, at least, is the advantage of having a gen« 
tlcmanlike appearance; it lias saved me many a time 
since by procuring me credit when my tbrtunes were at 
their lowest ebb. 

Among the Jfrenchmen there was a splendid maa 
and soldier, whose seal name we never knew, but whose 
ultimate history created no small sensation, i^n it 
eaine to be known in the Pmssian army. Jf heaaty 
iUid courage are i)iuuiii ui' nubility, as (although I have 
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seen some of flie ugliest dogs and the greatest cowards 
in the world in the noblesse) I have no doubt •courage 
and beauty this Erenehmaa most have been of the 
highest feinilies in France^ so grand and mHaim was bis 
manner, so superb his person. He was not quite so tall 
as myself, fair, while I am dark, and, if possible, rather 
broader in the shoulders. He was the only man I ever 
met who could master me with the smali-sword, with 
which he would pink me four times to my three. As 
finr the sabre, I could knodL him to pieees with it, and 
I could leap tether and carry more than he ooold. 
This, however, is mere egotism. This Frenchman, with 
whom 1 became pretty intimate, for we were the two 
cocks, as it were, of the depot, and neither had any 
feeling of low jealousy, was called, for want of a better 
name, Le Blondin, on acootint of his complexion. He was 
not a destrier, but had come in ftam the Lower iEUiine 
and the bishoprics, as I fimcy, fortune having proved 
unfavourable to him at play probably, and other means 
of existence being denied liim. I suspect that the Bastile 
was waiting for him in Ids own country, had he taken 
a iancy to return thither. 

He was paesionatdy fond of play and liqnor, and 
fhos we had a coduiderable sympathy together, and when 
eimted by <me or ihe o&er, became fin^tfoL If for my 
part, can bear, without wincing, both ill-lnolc and wine; 
hence my advantage over him was considerable in our 
bouts, and I won enough money from him to make my 
position tenable. He had a wife outside (who, I take 
it, was the cause of his misfortunes and separation from 
his funily), and she used* to be admitted to sea 
him t?rice or thiice a<wBek, and never came empty- 
handed — a KtCle, brown, bright^eyed creatoro, whose 
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Ogles had made the grsaiert im pge a gio n upon all the 

This man drafted into a regiment that waa 
qnftrtered at Neiss, in Bilesia, whioli ia only at « ahort 

distance from the Austrian frontier; he maintained alwav3 
the same character for dannp: and skill, and was, in the 
secret republic of the legimeut which always exists, as 
well as the regular military hierarchy, the acknowledged 
leader, fie was an admirable aoldier, aa I have said, 
but hanglity, diasolute, and a drankard. A man of iliia 
mark, unless he takes care to coax and flatter his offioera 
(which I always did), is sure to fall out with them. 

Blondin's captain was his sworn enemy, and hia 
punishmenta were frequent and severe. 

His wife and the women of the regiment (tfaia was 
after ^ peace) used to cany on a little eommeroe of 
mmggling across the Austrian ftentier,wlieie their dealinga 
were winked at by both parties; and in obedience to the 
instructions of her husband, this woman, from ever}' one 
of her excursions, would bring in a little powder and 
bally commodities which are not to be procured by the 
Prassian soldier, and which were stowed away in aeoiei 
tQl wanted. Theiy were to foe wanted, and that aq<m. 
V Le Blondin hail organised a great and extraordinaxy 
conspiracy. We don't know- how fer it went, how many 
hundreds or thousands it embraced; but strange were tho 
stories told about the plot amongst us privates, for the 
news was spread from garrison to ganiaon, and talked 
by the army Jn spite of all the gOTenmient eficurts to 
kosh it up — - huflh it up, indeed! I have been of the 
people myself, I have seen the irish rebeUiQii, and I know 
what is the freemasonry of the poor. 

He made himself the head of the plot. There were 
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BO mitings nor papen. "No single one of the cooB^iniiors 
oommaiiicated irith any other but the f lenchman; hut 
penonaUy he gave his <«den to tibem idL Bi$ had 

arranged matters for a funeral rising of the ^^axrifloiiy aft 

twelve o'clock on a certain day; the guard-houses in the 
town were to be seized, the sentinels cut down, and — 
who knows the zest? ^ome of our people used to say 
that the conspbsacy was spread through all Silesia, and 
that I« Bhmdia was to he made a geomd itt 
lervioe. 

At twelye o'clock , and opposite the ^aid-house by 

the Eiihmer-Thor of Neiss, some thirty men were lounging 
about in their undress, and the rrencliman stood near tlie 
sentinel of the guard-house, sharpening a wood-hatchet 
mt a atone. At the stroke of twelve, he got up, split 
^qpeu the sentinri'a head with a bbw of his aaae^ and the 
thirty men nufaing iato ilie gnaxd-house^ took possesaion 
of the arms there, and maiehed at once to the gate. The 
sentr}' there tried to drop tlie bar, but tl\e Frenchman 
rushed up to him, and, with another blow of the axe, 
cut oif his right hand with which he held the chain. 
Seeing the men rushing out armed, the guard without the 
gate drew up aerosa the road to pievent their passage; 
hot the Franchiaaa's tiurfy gave them a Tolley, charged 
liiem with the hayoaet, and bxought down sey^l, and 
the rest flying, the thirty rusbed on. The frontier is 
only a league from !NeisS| and they made rapidly 
towards it 

Bat the alarm was given in the town, and what 
saved it was that the eloek by whieh the Renohman 
w«nt was a quarter of an hour ftstsr than any o£ the 
dooks in the town. The generale was beat, ihe troops 

eaOad to arms, and thu^ the men who were to have 
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allAcked the other gnard-hocum were obliged to fiidl into 
the nsikB, and ibeir puject im def€atedL Tium, Iwmfvw, 
likewise rendered the discoray <xf the eonspinitoTB unpo»- 
liWe, for no man could betray his comrade, nor of couise 
mmld he criminate himself. 

Cavalry was sent in pursuit of the rrenchman and 
his thirty fugitives, who were by tliis time far on their 
wiy to the Bc^iendan frcmtiw; When the horse came 
up ynih. them, they taniedi received them witii a trolley 
and the bayenet, and drove tiiem back* The Anaiciaiis 
were ont at the barriers, lookfaig ea^^erly on at the con- 
flict. The women, who were on the; look-out too, brought 
more ammunition to these intrepid deserters, and they 
engaged and drove back the dragoons serantl times. But 
m these gallant and finitLess combats vmAk time was 
k)6ty and a battalion presently came np^ and soRoanded 
tbe hnsve thirty, when ^e fate of the po<nr fbliowB was 
decided. They fonght T^dth the fury of despair; not one 
of them asked for quarter. When their ammunition 
failed, they fought with the steel, and were shot down 
or bayonetted where they stood. The Frenchman was 
the very last man who was hii He lecexred a boUet 
in &e thigh, and ML, and in this state was overpowered, 
UHng the ofBeer who irst adraaced to seise him. 

He and the very few of his comrades who survived 
were carried back to !N"eiss, and immediately, as the 
ringleader, he was brought before a council of war. 
He refused all interrogations which were made as to 
lus real name and family. ^'What marten who I am?" 
add he; ^^yoa have me and will stioot me. My name . 
would not eare me were it ever so tenons.* In the 
same way he declined to make a single discoveiy 
i^arding the plot ''It was all my doijig^'^ he saidj 
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^eadi man engaged ia it only knew me, and is ignoTaat 
of erwy one of hit oonumdei. Tbo seoKt is mine «lone^ 
and iSbe secvet ahall die with me." When ike ofioen 
asked him what was the reason which induced him to 

meditate a crime so horrible? "It was your infernal 
brutality and tyranny," he said. "You arc all butchers, 
ruffians, tigem^ and you owe it to the cowardice of your 
men that you were not murdered long ago." 

At ibis his oi^tain bonrt into tiie most furious sac- , 
okmations against tlie wounded man, and rushing up to 
him, Btruck him a blow with his fist But Le Blondin, 
wounded as he ^yas, as quick as thought seized tlie 
bayonet of one of the soldiers who supported him, and 
plunged it into the officer's breast. Scoundrel and 
monstery' said he, ^'I shall have the consolation of 
sesiding jm out of the world befoce I die.'' He was 
dbot that day. He offered to write to the king, if the 
officers would agree to let his letter go sealed into the . 
hands of the postmaster; but they feared, no doubt, that 
something: mi<2;ht be said to inculpate themselves, and 
refused him the permission. At the next review Jbre- 
derick treated them, it is saidi with great severity, and 
zehmked them for not having gsanted the freoohmaa his 
request However, it was the king^s interest to ooneeal 
the matter, and so it was, as I have said before, hushed 
up — so well hushed up, that a hundred thousand 
soldiers in tlie army knew it, and many's the one of us 
that has drunk to the !k'renchman's memory over our 
wine, as a mar^ for the cause of the soldier. I shall 
have, doubfiesSy some readecs who will 017 out at this^ 
tiiat I am eneooraging insubordination and advooatlng 
murder. If these men had served as privates in the 
Prussiaa urmy from 1760 to 1765, they would aot be so 
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apt to take objeetion. This man destroyed two sentmela 
to get his Mbisrty; hxm mtokj imiidredB of tiwiiflaiids of 
Ilia OVB and the AustnAn people did lOng Erederick kill 

because he took a fancy to Silesia? It waa the accnrsed 
tjianny of the system that sharpened the axe which 
brained the two sentinels of Neiss; and so let otHcers 
take waming^ and think twice era they yiait poor fellowa 
with the cane. 

I could tell many more atones aboat the army, but 
9B, tnm having been a soldier myself, all my sym- 
pathies are in the ranks, no doubt my tales would be 
pronounced to he of an immoral tendency, and I had 
best, therefore, be brief. Fancy my surprise while in 
thia depot, when one day a weUrknown voice sainted 
Bj ear, mid I heard a meagre yonng gentleman, who 
was bioni^ in by a oonple of troopers and leoerred a 
few eats aexosB Hie shoulders from <me of them, say in 
the best English, **You infernal wascal, Til be wevenged 
for this. I'll wite to my ambassador, as sure as my 
name's Fakenham of Fakenliam." I burst out laughing 
at thi% it was my old acquaintance in corporal's coat, 
lischen had swom stoiitly that he was really and truly 
the priyate, and the poor fdiow had been drafted off, 
and was to be made one ni ns. Bat I bear bo maHoe^ 
and having made the whole room roar with the story of 
the way in which I had tricked the poor lad, I gave 
him a ])ieee of advice, which procured him his liberty. 
^Go to the inspecting of^cer/' said I; ^if. they once get 
yoa into fmssia it is all orer with you, and they will 
Mm you Gp now to tha eoimnaiidaBt of the 
^eput, promise 1dm a hundred — ^ ft?e hnndred gdneaa 
to set you free; say that the crimping captain has your 
^pors and portfolio (thiis was true); above all, show him 
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that you have the means of paying him the promised 
money, and I will WBiEsat yoa ait set iseeJ* I£e did as 
I adriaed, and whm we wen pot on 13ie mareh Ms. 
Fakenlttm found means to be allowed to go into hoqdtily 

and while in hospital the matter was arranged as I had 

recommended. He had nearly, however, missed his 
freedom hy his own stinginess in harp^aining for it, and 
never showed the least gratitade towards me, his bene- 
£EMtor. 

I am not going to ghe any roaaaatic nagaUv < » o£ {Im 
Seyen Team' War. At tiie olose of it, the Ptaariaft 
army, so renowned for its disciplined valour, was officered 

and under-officered hy native Prussians, it is true, but 
' was composed for the most part of uien hired or stolen, 
like myself, from almost every nation in Europe* The 
deserting to and iro was prodigioiuu In my regiment 
(Bulow's) alone before tiie w«r hete, had been no lem 
than 600 Eienchmen, and as they maiehed out of Beriin 
for the campaign, one of the fellows had an old fiddle 
on which he was playinix 51 French tune, and his com 
nides danced almost, rather than walked, after him, 
singing '^Nous aUons en France,'* Two yeais aft^y 
when they returned to BerHn, theie were only six of 
these mm lelt, the rest had fled or ime killed in action. 
The life the private soldier led was a frightftd one to 
any hut men of iron courage and endurance. There was 
a corporal to every three men, marcliing behind them, 
and pitilessly usin^z; the cane: so much so that it used to 
be said, that in action these was a £ront rank of privates 
and a second lank of seigeaats end oorpotab to drive 
them enu Many men would ffm way to the most £ngfat* 
ful aets of despair under these inoeseant pmeootbai 
and tortures, and amongst several regiments of the aqny 
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a horrible practice had sprung up, which for somo time 
caused the greatest alarm to the goyemmeiit. This 
a strange fiightfiil custom of ckHd^-murder. The men 
used to say that Ufe was unbearable, tiiat snicide was a 

crime, in order to avert which, and to finish with the 
intolerable misery of their position, the best plan was to 
kill a young child, which was innocent, and therefore 
secure of heaven, and then to deliver themselves as 
guilty of the murder. The king himself, the hero, sage^ 
and philosopher, Hie prince who had always libmHty 
on his lips, and who alSfected a horror of capital punish- 
ments, was frightened at this dreadful protest on the 
part of the wretches whom he had kiduapi)ed, against 
his monstrous tyranny, and his only means of remedying 
the evil was strictly to forbid that such criminals should 
be attended by any ecclesiastic whatever, and denied all 
religious consolaiion. 

The punishment was incessant Eveiy officer had 
the liberty to indict it, and in peace it was more cruel 
than in w^ar. For when peace came the king turned 
adrift such of his officers as were not noble, whatever 
their services might have been. He would call a captain 
to the £ront of his company, and say, ''He is not noble^ 
let him go." We were afraid of him somehow, and 
were cowed before' him like wild beasts beftyre their 
• keeper. I have seen the bravest men of the army cry 
like children at a cut of the cane; I have seen a little 
ensign of fifteen call out a man of fifty from the ranks, 
a man who had been in a himdred battles, and he has 
stood presenting aims, and sobbing and hoiiding like a 
laby while the young wretch lashed him over tiie arms 
and thighs with thB stick, la a day of action iliis man 
would dare anything. A button might bo awiy then and 
Thaokeray, Miscellaiaes* YU ^ 
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nobody touched him; but "when they had made the brute 
fight then they kislied him ap;ain into subordination. 
Almost all of us yielded to the spell — scarce one could 
break it. The f lendi officer 1 have spoken of as taken 
along ndth nie> was in my company and caned like a 
dog. I met him at YeiBaUleB twenty years afterwards, 
and he tamed quite pale and sick when I spoke to him 
of old days. *'For God's sake," said he, ''don't talk of 
tliat time; I wake up from my sleep trembling and 
crying even now.'* 

As for me, after a very brief timei in which it must 
he confessedl tasted, like my comrades, of the cane, and 
after I had fbnnd opportunities to show myself to he a 
hraye and dexterons soldier, I took the means I had 
adopted in tlie English army to prevent any further 
personal degradation. 1 wore a bullet around my neck, 
which 1 did not take the pains to conceal, and I gave 
out that it should be for the man or officer who caused 
me to be chastised. And there was something in my 
character which made my superiors believe me, for that 
bullet had already served me to kill an Austrian colonel, 
and I would have given it to a Prussian with as little 
remorse. For wliat cared 1 for their quarrels, or whether 
the eagle under which X marched had one head or two^ 
All I said waa, "No mm shall find me tripping in my 
duty; hut no man shall ever lay a hand upon me.** 
And by this maadm I abided as long as I remained in 
the service. 

I do not intend to make a liistory of battles in the 
Prussian any more than in the luiglish service. 1 did my 
duty in them as well as another, and by the time that 
my moustache had grown to a decent length, which it 
did when I was twenty years of age, there was not a 
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hnevet, deverery handBomer, and I mnst own, wickeder 
Boldier in fhe Prussian army. I had formed myself to 

the condition of the proper lighting beast; on a day of 
action I was savage and happy; out of tlic hrld I took 
all the pleasure I could get, and was by no means de- 
h'eato as to its quality or the manner of procuring it. 
The truth is, however, that there was among our men a 
much high^ tone of society than among the clumsy 
louts in the English army, and our service was generally 
so strict tliat we liad litUe time fur doing mischief. I am 
very dark and swarthy in conipU^xion, and was called 
by our fellows the ^'Elack Englander," the "Schwartzer 
Englander," or the English DeviL If any service was 
to he done I was sure to be put wgm it I got frequent 
grad£cations of money, hut no promotion; and it was on 
the day after I had killed the Austrian colonel (a great 
officer of Uhlans, wliom I engaged singly and on foot) that 
General Biilow, my colonel, gave me two Frederios d'or 
in front of ihv regiment, and said, "I reward thee now, 
but I fear I shall have to hang thee one day or other/' 
I spent fhe money, and that I had taken from the 
oolonel's body, every groschen, that night with some 
jovial companions; but as long as war lasted was never 
without a dollar in my purse. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

Barry Leads a Garrison Life, and Finda Many Friends Tbert. 

Afteh the war, onr regiment was garrisoned in the 
capital, the least dnll, perhaps, of all the towns of 
Prussia; but that does not say much for its gaiety. Our 
servicei which was always seyere, still left many hours 
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of the day disengap^ed, in which we niip:ht take our 
pleasure had we the means of paying for the same. 
Many of our mess got leave to work in trades, but I 
had been brought up to none, and besides my honour 
forbade me, for as a gentleman, I could not soil my 
fingers by a manual occupation. But our pay was barely 
enough to keep us from star^g, and as 1 have always 
been fond of pleasure, and as the position in which we 
now were, in the midst of the capital, prevented us 
from resorting to those means of levying conixibutians 
which are always pretty feasible in war-time, I was 
obliged to adopt the only means left me of providing for 
my expenses, and, in a word, became the Ordonnanz^ 
or coiilidential military gentleman of my captain. 
I spurned the office for years ])reviuiisly, when it was 
made to me in the Kngljsh service; but the position is 
very different in a foreign country: besides, to tell the 
truth, after five years in the ranks, a man's pride will 
iubmit to many rebuff, which would be intolerable to 
bim in an independent condition. ^ 

The captain was a 3'oung man and had distinguished 
himself during the war, or he would never have been 
advanced to rank so early. He was, moreover, the 
nephew and heir of the Minister of Police, Monsieur de 
Fotzdorff, a relationship which no doubt aided in the 
young gentieman's promotion. Captain de PotzdorfiP was 
a severe officer enough on parade or in barracks, but he 
was a person easily led by flatteiy. I won liis heart in 
the tirst place by my manner of tyin^ my hair in queue 
(indeed it was more neatly dressed than that of any 
man in the regiment), and subsequently gained his con- 
fidence by a thousand little arts and compliments, which 
as a genfleman myself I knew how to employ. E# was 
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a man of pleasure, which he pursued more openly than 
most men in the stem court of the king: he was gene- 
rous and careless with his purse, and he had a great 
affection for Bhine wine, in all which qualities I sin- 

cercly synipathi.sed with liim, and Ironi which I, of 
course, had my profit, lie was disliked in tlie regiment 
because he was supposed to have too intimate relations 
with his uncle, tlie police minister, to whom, it was 
hinted, he carried the news of the corps. 

Before long I had ingratiated myself considerably 
with my officer, and knew most of his affidrs. Thus I 
was relie\-ed from many drills and parades, which -ss ould 
otherwise have fallen to mv lot, and came in for a 
number of perquisites which enabled me to support a . 
genteel figure and to i^pear with some eclat in a certain, 
though it must be confessed yery humble society in 
BerlioL Among the ladies I was always an especial 
favourite, and so polished was my behaviour amongst 
them, that they could not uri(l(Tstand how 1 should have 
obtained my frightful nickname of the iilaik Devil in 
the regiment. "He is not so black as he is painted," I 
laughingly would say, and most of the ladies agreed that 
the private was quite as well bred as the captain, as in« 
deed how s^iould it be otherwise, eonsidning my educa- 
lion and birth? 

"When I was sufficiently ingratiated with him, I 
asked leave to address a letter to my poor mother in 
Ireland, to whom X had not gi\ en any news of myself 
&r many, many years, for the letters of the foreign 
Boldiers were never admitted te the post for fear of ap- 
peals or disturbances on the part of their parents abroad. 
My captain agreed to find means to forward the letter, 
aiid as I knew that he would open it, I took care to 
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give it liiia sealed, tiras showing my ocmfidence in him. 

But the letter was, as you may imagine, written so that 
the writer isliuuld come to no harm were it intercepted. 
I bei;;;ed my honoured mother's forgiveness for haying 
fled from her. I said that my extrayagance and folly ia 
my own country I knew rendered my return thither im- 
possible; but that she wonld, at least, be glad to know 
that I was well and happy in the service of the gi eatest 
monarch in the world, and that the soldier's life was 
most agreeable to me. And, I added, tliat I had found 
a kind protector and patron who T lioped would some 
day provide for me as I knew it was out of her power 
to do. I oifered remembrances to all the girls at t/astle 
Brady, naming them from Biddy to Becky downwards, 
and signed myself, as m tnith I was, her affectionate 
son, Kedmond Barry, in Captain Potzdorffs company of 
the Biilowish regiment of foot in garrison at Berlin. 
Also 1 told her a pleasant story about the king kicking 
the chancellor and tlu'ee judges down stairs, as he had 
done one day when I was on guard at Potsdam, and said 
I hoped for another war soon, when I mi^t rise to be 
an officer. In fact, you might have imagined my letter 
to be that of the happiest fellow in tlie world, and 1 
was not on this head at all sorry to mislead my kind 
parent. 

I was sure my letter was read, for Captain Potzdorff 
.began asking me some days afterwards about my fSBunily, 
and I told him the circnmstaaces pretty truly, aU things 
considered. I was a cadet of a good fisimily, but my 

mother was almost ruined and had barely enough to 
sii]»p()rt her eiglit daughters, whom I named. I had 
been to study for the law at "nul)liu, where I had got 
into debt and bad company^ had killed a man in a duel, 
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and wotdd be hanp^ed or imprisoned by his powerful 
friends if I returned. I had enlisted in the English 
serrice, where an opportunity for escape presented itself 
to me such as T could not resist, and hereupon I told the 
8l»iy of Mr. f'akenbani of ib'akenham in such a way as 
made my patron to be oonyalsed irith laughter, and he tdd 
me afterwards that he had repeated %.e story at Madame 
de Kameke's evening assembly, where all the world was 
anxious to have a sight of the young Englander. 

"Was the British ambassador tliere?" T asked, in a 
tone of the greatest alarm, and added, "Por Heavens 
sake, sir, do not tell my name to him, or he ndght ask ' 
to have, me delivered np, and I have no fianey to go to 
be hanged in my dear native cotmtry.^ Potzdorfi^, 
laughing, said he would take (are tliat I should re- 
main where I was, on which I swore eternal gratitude 
to him. 

Some days aftei^ards, and with rather a grave face, j 
he said to me, ''Bedmond, I have been talking to our 
ooknel about you, and as I wondered that a fellow of 
yotir courage and talents had not been advanced during 

the war, tlie general said they liad had their eye upon 

3"on; that you were a gallant soldi(»r, and had evidently 

come of a p:ood stock; that no man in the regiment had 

had less fault found wiih him; but that no man merited 

pmrnoticni less. You irexe idle, dissolute, and unpiinr- 

cipled; you had done a deal of harm to ^ men; and, 

for all your talents and bravery, he was sure would > 

come to no good/' ! 

"Sir!" said I, quite astonished that any mortal man 
should have formed such an opinion of me, '^I hope 
General Eiilow is mistaken regarding my character. 
I have fallen into bad company, it is true; but I haw 
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only done u oAier soldiezfi have done; and, aibo^ all, I 
have noTer had a kind finend and protector before to 
whom I might show that I uras worthy of better things. 

The general may say I am a ruined lad, and send me 
to the d — 1; but be sure of this, I would go to the d — 1 
to serve you,'' This speech I saw pleased my patroa 
Tery much; and, as I was very discreet and useM in a 
thousand ddicate ways to him, he soon came to haye a 
sincere attachment for me. One day, or rather night, 
when he was tSte^it^Ste with the lady of the Tabaks 
Bath von Dose for instance, I . . . . hut there is no use 
in telling affairs wliich concern nobody now. 

lour months after my letter to my mother^ I got^ 
under cover to the captain, a reply, which created in my 
mind a yeaming after home, and melancholy which I 
cannot describe. I had not seen the dear soul's writax^ 
for five years. All the old days, and the fresh happy 
sunsliine of the old green fields in Ireland, and her love, 
and my uncle, and Phil Purcel, and everj^tliing tbat 1 
had done and thought, came back to me as I read the 
letter; and when I was alone I cried over it, as I hadn't 
done siniSe the day when Kora jilted me. I took caie 
not to show my feelings to the regiment or my captain; 
but that night, when I was to have taken tea at the 
garden-house outside Brandenburg Gate, with rhiulein 
Lottchen (the Tabaks lliithinn\s gentlewoman of com- 
pany), I somehow had not the courage to go; but begged 
to be excused, and went early to bed in barracks, out 
of which I went and came now almost as I willed, and 
passed a long night weeping and thinking aboat dear 
Ireland. 

Next day, my spirits rose again, and I got a ten 
guinea bill cashed, which my mother sent in the letter^ 
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and gave a handsome treat to some of my acquaintance. 
The poor soul'a letter was blotted all over with teaiB, 
full of texts, and writtea m the wildest incaherent way. 
She aaid ahe waa ddighted to think I was under a fxo- 
testaoit prince, though i^e feared he was not in the ri^t 
way: that right way, she said, she had the blessing to 
iind,, under the guiduncc uf tlic Rev. Joshua Jowls, wliom 
she sat under. She said he was a precious, chosen 
vessel; a sweet ointment, and precious hoz of spikenard; 
and made use of a great number more phrases that I 
oould not understand; hut one thing was clear in th# 
midst of all this jargon, that the good soul loyed her son 
still, and tliought and pra} ed da}' and night for lier wild 
lledmond. Has it not come across many a poor fellow, 
in a solitai-y night's watch, or in sorrow, sickness, or 
captiyity, that at that very minute, most likely, his 
mother is praying &)r him? X often have had these 
thoughts; but they are' none of the gayest, and it's quite 
as well that they don't come to you in company; for 
where would be a set of juUy fellows then? — as mute 
as undertakers at a funeral, I promise you. I drank my 
mother's health that night in a bumper, and lived like a 
gentleman whilst the money lasted. I^e pinched herself 
to ffLYB it me, as she told me afterwards, and Mr..Jowla 
was Tory wroth with her. 

Although the good soul's money was pretty quickly 
spent, I was not long in getting more; for I had a hun- 
dred ways of getting it, and became a universal favourite 
vith the captain and his iriends. How, it was Madame 
Ton Dose who gave me a Erederic d'or for hriuf^ng her 
a bouquet or a letter from the captain; now it was, on 
the contory, the old privy councillor who treated me 
with a bottle of Eheniah, and slipped into my hand a 
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dollar or two, in order that I might gire faiiD some in- 
formatkm t^^arding the Umsan between my captaan and 
hia lad-f. But fliough I was not sneh a fool as not to 
talce his money, you may be sure I was not dishonour- 
able enough to betray my bent'l'iictor; and he got yeiy little 
out of me. Wlien the captain and the lady fell out, and 
he began to pay his addresses to the rich daughter of the 
Dutch minister, I don't know how many more lettera and 
guineas the onfortiinate Tabaks Bathinn handed oyer to 
me, that I might get her lover hack again. But such 
returns are rare in love, and the captain used only to 
laugh at licr stale sighs and entreaties. In the house of 
Mynheer Van Guldensack I made myi^clf so pleasant to 
high and low, that I came to be quite intimate there; 
and got the knowledge of a state secret or two which 
surprised and pleased my captain yeiy much* These 
litde hints he carried to his uncle, the minister of police, 
who, no doubt, made his advantage of them; and thus I 
began to be received quite in a confidential light by the 
Potzdorff family, and became a mere nominal soldier, 
being allowed to appear in plain clothes (which were, I 
warrant you, of a neat £eushion), and to enjoy myself in 
a hundred ways, whidi the poor fellows, my eomrades, 
envied. As feet the sergeants, ^ey were as civil to me 
as to an officer; it was as much as their stripes were 
worth to offend a person who had the ear of the minister's 
nephew. There was in my company a young fellow by 
the name of Kuns, who was six feet high in spite of his 
name, and whose life I had saved in some affiur of the 
war. What does this lad do, after I had recounted to 
him one of my adventures, but call me a spy and in^ 
former, and beg me not to call him du any more, as is 
the fashion with young men when they are very intimate 
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I liad nothing for it but to call hrm out; but I owed him 
no gradge. I diaanned him in a twinkling; and, as I 
sent his sword flying oTer his head, said to him, ^'Kxaz, 
did erer you know a man guilty of a mean action who 

can do as I do now?'* This silenced the rest of the 
grumblers; and no man ever sneered at me after that. 

No man can suppose, that to a person of my fashion, 
the waiting in antechambers, the conversation of footmen 
and hangexs-oUy was pleasant But it was not more de- 
grading thaxf the barrack-ioom, of which I need not say 
I was heartily siek. My protestations of Eking for the 
army were all intended to throw dust into the eyes of my 
employer. I sighed to be out of slavery. I knew I was 
bom to make a ligure in the world. Had I been one of 
the Neiss garrison, I would have cut my way to freedom 
by the side of the gallant Frenchman; but here I had 
only artifice to enable me to attain my end, and was not 
T justified in employing it? My plan was this: I may 
make myself so necessary to M. de Potzdorff, that he 
will obtain my freedom. Once free, with my fine person 
and good family, 1 will do what ten thousand Irish gen- 
tlemen have done before, and will marry a lady of for- 
tone and condition. And the proof that I was, if not 
disinterested, at least actuated by a noble ambition, is 
this. There was a fat grocer's widow in Berlin with six 
hundred thalers of rent, and a good business, who gaye 
me to understand that she would purchase my discharge 
if I would marry her; but I frankly told her that I was 
not made to be a grocer, and thus absolutely flung away a 
chance of freedom which she offered me. 

And I was gratefhl to my employers, more grateM 
than they to me. The captain was in debt, and had 
dealings with the Jews, to whom he gaye notes of hand 
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payable on his uncle's deatli. T^c old Herr von Potz- 
dorff , seeing the conlidence his nephew had in me, ottered 
I to bribe me to know what the young man*s affairs really 
were. But what did I do? I informed Monaieur George 
Ton Fotssdorff of the £eu^; and we made outj in concfot, 
a list of little debts, so moderate, that they actually ap- 
peased the old uncle instead of irrituting, and he paid 
tliem, being glad to get off so cheap. 

And a pretty return I got for this lidelit}^ One 
morning, the old gentleman^ being cloBeted with. his 
nephew (he used to come to get any news stiixing as to 
what the young officers of the regiments were doing; 
whellier this or that gambled; who intrigned, and with 
whom; who was at the lliduKo on sucli a night; who 
was in debt, and what not; for the king Hked to know 
the business of every officer in liis army), I was sent 
with a letter to tlie Marquis d'Argens (that afterwards 
married Mademoiselle Cochois^ the actress), andj meeting 
the marquis at a few paces off in the street, gave my 
mesBage, and returned to Ihe captain's lodging. He and 
liis worth}' uncle were niakin]^' my unworthy self the 
subject of conversation. 

**He is noble," said the captain. 

"Bah!" replied the uncle (whom I could have throttled 
for his inscdence). ''All the beggady Irish who eyer en- 
listed tell the same story.^ 

'*He was kidnapped by Galgenstein/* resumed tho 
other. 

"A kidnapped deserter," said M. Potzdorff, ''la belle 
affaire r 

''Welly I promised the lad I would ask for his dis- 
charge; and I am sure you can make him usefiih'' 
^'You hme asked his discharge/' answeml the Mac^ 
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laughing. "Bon Dieu! You are a model of probity! 
You'll never succeed to my place, George, if you are no 
wiser than you are just now. Make the fellow as useful 
to you as you please. He has a good manner and a 
frank countenance. He can lie 'with an assoranoe that I 
never saw surpassedi and fight, you say, on a pinchl 
The scoundrel does not want for good qualities: hut he 
is vain, a spendthrift, and a havard. As long as you 
hare the regiment hi torrorem over liim , you can do as 
you like with him. Once let him loose , and the lad is 
likely to give you the slip. Keep on promising him; 
promise to make him a general, if you like. What the 
deuce do I care? There are spies enough to he had in 
this town without him.** 

It was thus that the services I rendered to M. Pofz- 
dorfl' were qualified by tliat ungrateful old gentlcnim; 
and I stole away from the room extremely troubled in 
spirit, to think that another of my fond dreams was thus 
dispelled; and that my hopes of getting out of the army, 
hy heing useM to the captain, were entirely vain. For 
Bome time, my despair was such, that I thought of 
manying the widow; but the marriages of privates are 
never allowed without the direct permission of the king; 
and it was a matter of very great doubt whether his 
miyesiy would allow a young fellow of twenty-two, the 
handsomest man of his anny, to he coupled to a pimple- 
&ced old widow of sixty, who was quite heyond the age 
when lier marriage would he likely to multiply the sub- 
jects of liis majesty. This hope of liberty was therefore 
vain; nor could I hope to purchase my discharge, unless 
any charitable soul would lend me a large sum of money; 
Ibr, though I made a good deal, as I have said, yet I 
have always had through life an incorrigihle knack of 
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spending, and (such is my generosity of diapoflition) have 
been in debt ever since I was bom. 

My captain, the sly rascal! gave me a very different 
version of his conversation with his uncle to that which 
I knew to be the true one; and said smilingly to me, 
**Bedmond, I have spoken to the minister regarding thy 
services,* aod thy fortune is made. We shall get thee 
out of the amy, appoint thee to the police bureau, and 
procnie for thee an inspectorship of customs; and, in 
fine, aUow thee to move in a better sphere than fiiat in 
which Fortune has liitlitrto placed thee." 

Although I did not believe a word of this speech, 
I affected to be ygyj much moved by it, and, of course, 
swore eternal gratitude to the captain for his kindness to 
the poor Irish castaway. 

^'Your service at the Dutch minister's has pleased 
me very well. There is another occasion on wbidi you 
may make yourself useful to us; and if you succeed, 
depend on it your reward will be secure." 

"What is the service, sir?" said I; "I will do any- 
thing for so kind a master.'' 

There is lately come to Berlin," said the captain, 
^'a gentleman in the service of the Empress Queen, who 
caUs himself the Chevalier de BaUbari, and weazs the 

• The service about which Mr. Bnrry here speaks has, and we suapcdt 
purposely, been (!<'scribed by liim in very dubious terms. U is most pro- 
bable that be wus employed to wait at the table of strangers in Berlin, and 
to bring to the police minister any news concerning them which might at 
•n IntMrtst the gOTeroiiMnt. Th« gnat Frft4«rlo iieT«r r«eeiTft4 a giiert 
without taking th«se hoipitablc precautions; and as for the duels which 
Mr. Barry tights, may we ho iillowt'd to hint a duubt as to a great number 
of these combats? It will be observed, in one or two other parts of his 
Memoirs, that whenever he Is at an awkward pass , or doea what the world 
doet not miiaUf oonalder reapeetable, a doel, in wbtoh be ia ▼Ictorloua, l« 
•nre to ansae} from whleh he arguea tliat be la • nam of oadoobled 
liononrt 
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red riband aud star of the pope^s order of the Spar. Ho 
speaks Italian or Eronch indifferently; but we haye 
soma reason to fimcy this Honsiear de Balibari is a 
natiye of yonr oonntry of Ireland. Sid you ever hear 
snch a name as Balibari in Ireland?" 

'^Balibari! Balyb A sudden tlioiiglit flashed 

across me. "Ko, sir," said I, "never heard the name." 

"You must go into liis service. Of course, you will 
not imow a word of English; and if the cheyalier aaks 
as to the particolaciiy of yonr accent, say you are a 
Hungarian. The servant who came with him will be 
turned away to-day, and the person to whom lie has 
applied for a faithful fellow will recommend yon. You 
are a Hungarian; you served in the Seven Yeai-s' War. 
You lett tlie army on account of weakness of the loins. 
You served lionsieur de Quellenberg two years; he is 
now with the army ih Bilesiay but there is your certifi- 
cate signed by him. Yon afterwards lived with Dr. 
Mopsius, who will give you a character, if need be; and 
the landlord of the Star will, of coui'se, certifv tlial vuu 
are an honest fellow; but his certificate goes lor nothing. 
As for the rest of your story, yon can f ishion that as 
yon willf and make it as romantic or as Indiarons as yonr 
ikncy dictates. Try, however, to win the chevalier^s 
confidence by provoking his compassion. He gambles 
a great deal, and ichis. Do you know the cards well?" 

"Only a very little, as soldiers do." 

"I had thought you more expert You must find 
oat if the chevalier cheats; if he does, we have him* 
He sees the English and Anstdan envoys continnally, 
and the young men of either ministry sup repeatedly at 
his house. Knd out what they talk of; for how much 
each jjiuys, especially if any of them play on parole. If 
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jm once lead his priyate letton, cf ooone yoa -will; 
thon^ about those which go to the post, yoa need not 
trouble yooTself , we look ftt ^em iiieie. Oot never see 

him write a note witlnjiit tiiidiug out to whom it goe.^, 
and by what channel or messenger. He sleeps with the 
keys of his despatch-box with a string round his neck. 
Twenty Frederics, if you get an impression of the keys. 
You will, of ooune, go in plain dothesf Xou had best 
brash the powder out of your hair, and tie it with a 
Tiband ' simply; your moustadie yoa must of ooone 
shave off." 

With these instructions, and a very small gratuity, 
the captain left me. When I again saw him, he was 
amused at the change in my appearance. I had, not 
without a pang (for they were as black as jei^ and curled 
elegantly), sha^^ off my moustache; had removed the 
odious grease and flour, which I always abominated, out 
of my hair; h:id niounled a demure French grey coat, 
black satin brecclies, and a maroon plush waistcoat, and 
a hat without a cockade. I looked as meek and humble 
as any servant out of place could possibly appear; and I 
think not my own regiment, which was now at the 
xeyiew at Potsdam, would have known me. Thus ao- 
eoutred, I went to the Star Hotel, where ibis stranger 
was, — my heart beating with anxiety, and something 
telling me that this C'h(n-alier de lialibari was no otlier 
than Barry, of Bally barry, my father's eldest brother, 
who had given up his estate in consequence of his ob- 
stinate adherenoe to the Bomish superstition. Before I 
went in to present myself, I went to look in the remises 
at his carriage. Had he the Barry arms? Yes, there 
they were, argent, a bend gules, with four escallops of 
the £eld, — the ancient coat of my house. They were 
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painted in a shield about as big as my hat, on a smart 
chanot handsomely gilded, snmounted with a coronet, 
and sapported hy eight or mne capids, oomaooplas, and 
Aowet-haskeABf aooordiag to the queer henaldio fluhioii of 
tibose days. It must be he! I felt quite ^ant as I went 
up the stairs. I was going to present myself before my 
uncle in the chanu tor of a scn'ant! 

^You are the young man whom M. de Seebach re- 
commended?'' 

I bowed, and haaded him a l^ifer fsom that gentle 
man, with which my captain had taken eare to pnmde 
me. As be lodked at it I bad leisuro to examine him. 
My uncle was a man of sixty Teal's of ago, dressed 
superbly in a coat and breeclies of apricot-colouvcd 
velvet, a white satin waisteoat embroidered with gold 
like the coat. Across his breast went the purple riband 
of his order of the Spur; and the star of the order, an 
enormous one, sparkled on his breast Ho had rings on 
all his fingers, a couple of watsbes in bis fobs, a rich 
dianiond solitaire in tliu black riband ruimd his neck, 
and fastened to the l)ap; of his wig; his rutHes and frills 
were decorated witli a profusion of the richest lace. He 
had pink silk stockings rolled over the knee, and tied 
with gold garten; and enormous diamond buckles to hii 
ied*faieeled shoes. A sword mounted in gold, and wi& m 
white fishnskin scabbaid; and a hat richly laced, and 
lined with wliile tVathers, whicli were lyinc: on a table 
beside him, completed the cosUniie ui' tiiis si)lendid gen- 
tleman. In height lie was about my size, that is, six 
Iset and half an inch; Ids cast of features singularly like 
lame, and ecctremely €Ustingu^, One of his eyes was 
dosed with a hhudc patch, hawe?er; he wore a little 
white and ted paint, by no means an unusual omapient 
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in those days; and a pair of mustacliius, which fell oYer 
his lip, and hid a mouth that I afterwards found had 
rather a disagreeable expression. When his board was 
xemovedy the upper teeth appeared to project very much; 
and hiB ooontenaiice w<m a ghastLy &ced smile, by no 
means pleaaaat 

It was very impiudeixl; of me; but when I saw the 
splendour of his appearance, the nobleness of his man- 
ner, I felt it impossible to keep disguise with liim; and 
when he said, ''Ah^ you ajre a Huiigaiiaa I seeP 
I could hold no longer. 

^Sir/' said I, ''I am an Irishman^ and my name is 
Bedmimd Bany, of Ballybany.'' I spoke, I burst 
into tears; I can^ tell why; but I had seen none of my 
kith or km for six years, and my heart longed for some 
one. 

CBAPTEB VnL 

Barry Bids Adieu to the Military Profession. 

You who have never been out of your country, know 
little what it is to hear a friendly voice in captiA-ity; 
and there's many a man that will not understaud the 
eanse of the burst of feeling which I have eonflesBed 
todc plaee on my seeing my uncle. He never &r a 
minute thou|^ to question the truth of what I said. 
"Motiier of God!" cried he, "ifs my brother Harry's 
son." And 1 liiink in my heart he was as much affected 
as I was at thus suddenly finding one of his kindred; 
for he, too, was an exile from home, and a friendly 
voioe, a look, brought the old country back to his me- 
3Qocy again^ and the old days of his boyhood. 'Td 
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give five years of my life to sec them a.2:ain," said he, 
after caressing me very warmly. *'\Vhalr" asked I. 
"Why," replied he, "the green fields, and the river, and 
the old round tower, and the burning-place at Eally- 
banj. 'Twag a shame fbr your father to part with the 
land, Bedmond, that went so long with the name." 

He then began to ask me oonceming myself/ and I 
gave him my history' at some length; at which the 
worthy gentleman lauglied many times, saying, that I 
was a Bany- all ov(t. In the middle of my story he 
would stop me, to make me stand back to back, and measure 
with him (by which I ascertained that our heights were 
the same, and that my nnde had a stiff knee, moreover, 
which made him walk in a peculiar way), and nttered, 
dnriij<i, tlic com^se of the narrative, a hundred exclama- 
tions of pity, and kindness, and symi)athy. It was 
''Holy saints!" and "Mother of Heaven!" and "Blessed 
Mary!" continually, by which, and with justice, I con- 
ehicied that he was still devotedly attached to the aneiant 
faidi of our &mily. 

It was wifii some difficulty that I oame to ezphubd 
to him the last part of my history, viz., that I was put 
into his service as a watch upon his actions, of which I 
was to give information in a certain quarter. When I 
told him (wnth a great deal of hesitation) of this fs^t, he 
burst out laughing, and enjoyed the joke amazingly* 
''The rascalsl" said he; "they think to catch me, do 
ttiey? Why, Eedmond, my chief conspiracy is a faro* 
bank. But the king is so jealous, that he will see a spy 
in every^ person who comes to his miserable capital in 
the great sandy desert here. Ah, my boy, 1 must show 
you Paris and Yiennal" 

I said, tiiese was nodnxig I hmged for more &a]i 
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see any city bat Berlin, and ethoald delighted to be 

free of the odious military scr\'icL'. IiKked, L thought, 
from his splcnduur of appearance, the knick-knacks ahout 
the loom, the gilded caniage in the remise^ that my 
nnole was a man of vast proper^; and that he would 
pnichase a doaen, nay, a whole xegimeDt (si anbetitatefl^ 
in order to restore me to fteedom. 

Bat I -WM mnrtaken in my oalenlafioiiB regarding 
him, as liis history of liimself speedily showed me. "I 
have hcen beaten about the world," said he, "ercr since 
the year 1742, when my brother, your father, and 
Heaven forgive him, cut my family estate ^rom under 
jny heels, by taming heretic, in order to many thai 
scold of a mother of yours. WeU, let by-gones be by* 
gones. 'Tie probable that I shonld have nm through 
the little property as he did in my place, and I should 
have had to be^^in a year or two later the life I have 
been leading; ever since I was compelled to leave Ire- 
land. My lad, I haye been in every service; and be* 
tween onrselves, owe money in every ciqaital in Eiuopa 
I ;nAde a campaign or two with the Bandonxs under 
Austrian Trenck. I was captain in liie Guard of His 
Holiness tlic Pope. 1 made the campaign of Scotland 
with the Prince of Wales — a bad fellow, my dear, 
caring more for his mistress and his brandy-bottle than 
for the crowns of the three kingdoms. I have served in 
fipain and in Piedmont; but I have been a soiling stone, 
my good fSellow. Play — play has been my ruin! tiiat 
and beauty (here he gave a leer which made him, I must 
confess, look any thing but handsome; besides, his 
rouged c heeks were all beslobbered with the tears which 
he had shed on receiving me). The women have made 

a fool of me, my dear iBedmond. I am a sofyiearted 
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oreature, and this minute, at Kbdy^two, have no more 
command of myself than when Peggy 0'J>wyer made a 
fool of ma at sizteen.'' 

''Faith nr," says I, lanp^hing, ''I think it rons in the 

family!'* and described to him, much to his amusciiu nt, 
my romantic passion for my cousin, !Nora Brady, lie 
resumed his naiTative. 

"The cards now are my only livelihood. Sometimea 
I am in luok» and then I lay out my money in these 
trinkets yon see. If s properfy, h6k you, Eedmond, and 
iiie only way I hare fonsd of keeping; a little about 
me. When the luck goes against mc, why, my dear, 
my diamonds go to the pawnbrokers, and 1 wear paste. 
Friend Moses, the goklsuiith, will pay me a visit this 
Tery day, for the chances have been against me all the 
week past, and I mnst raise money for the bank to- 
nighi Po you understand the cards?" 

I replied that I eoold play as soldiers do, but liad 
no great skill. 

"We will practise in the morning, niy boy," said 
he, "and rii put you up to a thing or two worth 
knowing." 

Of cottxse I was glad to have such an opportunity of 
acquiring knowledge, and professed myself delighted to 
receive my unole^s instruefion. 

Tlie cbevalier's account of himself ratlier disaicrce- 
ablv affe(;ted me. All his show Avas on his back, as he 
said. His carnage, with the line gilding, was a part of 
his stock in trade. He had a sort of mission from the 
Austrian court: — it was to discover whether a certain 
quantity of alloyed ducats which had been traeed to 
Berlin, were from the king's treasury. But the real end 
of Munsiuui" de liulibari >\iis play. There was a young 
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attache of the EngHe^li crabassy, my Lord Denccacc, after* 
wards Yisconnt and Earl of Ciabs in the English pe^ 
age, who was playing high; and it was after hearing of 
tiie passion o¥ this young English nobleman that my 
uncle, then at Prague, determined to visit Bcrliii and 
engage him. For there is a sort of chivaliy among the 
knights of the dice-box: the fame of great players is 
known all over Europe. I have known the Chevalier de 
Gasanovay for instance, to travel six hundred mil^Sy from 
Paris to Turin, for the purpose of meeting lir. Charles 
Fox, then only my Lord Holland's dashing son, after- 
wards the greatest of European orators and statesmen. 

It was agreed tliat T should keep my character of 
valet, that in the presence of strangers I should not 
know a word of English, that I should keep a good look- 
out on the trumps when I was serving the champagne 
and punch abont; and, having a remarkably fine eye- 
sight, and a great natural aptitude, I was speedily able 
to give my dear uncle much assistance against his op- 
ponents at tlic green table. Some prudish persons may 
ail'ect indignation at tlie frankness of these confessions^ 
but Heaven pity iliem! Do you suppose that any man 
who has lost or won a hundred thousand pounds at play 
will not take tlie advantages whidh his neighbour en* 
joj s? They are all the same. But it is only the clumsy 
fool who cheats y who resorts to the vulgar expedients of 
cogged dice and cut cards, i^^uch a man is sure to go 
wrong some time or other, and is not £t to play in the 
sodety of gallant gentlemen; and my advice to people 
who see such a vulgar person at his pranks iS| of oonrse, 
to back him while he plays, but never — never to have 
anything to do with him. Play grandly, honourably. 
Be not, of couise, cast down at losing; but above ull, be 
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Bot eager at frimiiiig, as metik soob ne. And, indeed, 

witli all one's skill and advantages that "winning is often 
problematical; I have seen a sheer ignoramus that knows 
no more of play than of Hebrew, blunder you out of five 
thousand pounds in a few turns of the cards. I have 
seen a gentleman and bis confederate play against an- 
other and Ms conftderate. One nerer is seenre in these 
cases: .and irEm one eonsulcnnEi iiie tone and labooF 
spent, the genius, the anxiety, the outlay of money re- 
quired, the multiplicity of bad debts tliat one meets with 
(for dishonourable rascals are to be found at the play- 
table, as everjrwhere else in the world), I say, for my 
part, the pnKfession is a bad one; and, indeed, have 
scarcely e^ met a man who, in the end, profited by ii 
I am writing now with the. orperienee of a man of the 
world. At the time I speak of I was a lad, dazzled by 
the idea of wealth, and respecting, certainly too mucb^ 
my uncle^s superior age and station in life. 

There is no need to particularise here the little ar- 
rangements made between \m; the play-men of tiie pre- 
sent day want no instruction, I take it, and liie pnblie 
have little interest in the matter. Bat simplicity was 
our secret. Every thing successful is simple. If, for 
instance, I wiped the dust off a chair with my napkin, 
it was to show that the enemy was strong in diamonds; 
if I pushed it, he had ace, Idng; if I said, ^Tuncb or 
wine, my lord?'' hearts was meant; if ^ Wine or punch?" 
dnbs. if I blew my nose, it was to indicate tiiat there 
was ano<iier eonMerate employed by the adyemary; and 
then^ I warrant yuu, some pretty tnals of skill would 
take place. My Lord Deuceace, although so young, had 
a very great skill and cleverness with the cards in 
eray wi^; and it was only &om bearing I!rank Punter^ 
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who camo "with, him, yswn ihroo tunes wbsn fto 

chevalier had the ace of trumps, Uiat i knew we were 
Greek to (Jroek, as it were. 

My assumed dulness was perfect; and I used to 
make Monsieur de rotzdorff laugh with it, when, I car- 
zisd ny little zeporto to him at tiie Garden-iioaBe oateide 
the town whero he gave me rendezrouB. These lepoits, 
of course, were arranged hetween me ns/A my imcle he- 
forehand. I was insti'ueted (and it is ah\;iys far the 
hest way) to tell as much trutli as my shtry would pos- 
sibly bear, \\lien, for instance he woidd ask me, '^What 
does the eheyalier do of a mommg?" 

''He goes to ehuroh reigiilaiij (he was very rehgLonaX 
and afl»r heoErmg mass com«» home to hieak^ust Then 
he takes an aorix^^ in his chariot till dinner, which is 
served at noon. After dinner he writes his letters, if 
lie have any letters to write: but he lias vers^ little to 
do in this way. iiis letters are to the Austrian envoy, 
with whom he corresponds, hut who does not acknow- 
ledge him; and heing wnttea in English, of oonnse I 
look over his shoolder. He generally writoB for money. 
He says lie wants it to hrihe the secretaries of the trea- 
sury, ill order to find out really where the alloyed ducats 
come from; but, in fact, he wants it to play of evenings, 
when he makes his party with Calsabigi, the lottery 
contraotor, the lUissian attaches, two from the T<l»i glia|^ 
emhassy, my Lords Denoeace and Punter, who pky a 
jeu ^enfer^ and a few moxe. The same set meet weey 
night at supper: there are seldom any ladies: those wlio 
come arc chiefly French ladies, members of the cor} is de 
ballet. He wins often, but not always. Lord Deuceace 
is a very ^e player. The Chevalier Elliot, the Kngliah 
minister, sometimes oomes> on which oooasion the soon* 
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taries do not play. Monsieur de Balibari dines at the 
mifiHionB, but en petit comite^ not oa grand days of re- 
ception. Oalsabigi, I think| is his confederate at play. 
He Imb vrm lately, but the week before last he pledged 
his wUtaire fbr four Imndred daoats." 

"Do he and the English attaches talk together in 
their own language?" 

"Yes; he and the envoy spoke yesterday for half-an- 
bour about the new danaeme and the American troubles: • 
chielly about the new daasetue" 

It TFill be aeen fliat tiie ininmation I gave waa 
Tery minute and aooiuratB, though not very imporlani 
]>ut such as it was, it waa carried to tlie ears of that 
famous hero and warrior the rhilosophor of Sans Souci; 
and there was not a stranger who entered the capital, 
but his actions were aimilarly spied and related to i;r&- 
deriok the Gxea^ 

As long as tiie play was confined to ^ young men 
of the different embassies, his majesty did not cane to 
prevent it; nay, he encoui'aged play at all the nii.^siuns, 
knowing full well that a man in ditliculties can be made 
to speak, and that a timely rouleau of Frederics would 
often get hixa a secret worth many thousands. He got 
some pepen from the French house in this way: and I 
have no donbi that my Lord Deneeaoe would have sup- 
plied him with in^Dvmation at a ssmilar rate, had his 
cliicf nut known the young nobleman's character pretty 
well; and had las is usually tlic case) the work of the 
mission perlbniied by a steady roturier, while the young 
brilHant bloods of tlie suite sported their embroidery at 
the balls, cor shook their Mechlin ruffles over tiie green 
Mies at &ro. I ha?e seen many scores of these yoong 
^ngs sioce^ of these and their pnncipals, and mm JHml 
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what fools tlioy arc! Wliat dullards, what fribbles, what 
addle-headed sim|)le coxcombs! Tliis is one of the lii*s 
of the world, this diplomacy; or liow could we suppose^ 
that were the piofeflsion as dijffiovilt as the Bolenm red- 
box and tape-men would haye ns beUevey they would 
mvsriably chooBe for it Uttle pink-faoed hoys from school, 
with no other claim than mamma's title , and able at 
most, to judge of a curricle, a new dance, or a neat 
boot? 

When it became known, however, to the offioers of 
the garrison that there was a faro-table in town, they 
wete wild to be admitted to the sport; sad, in spite ci 
my entreaties to the eontrary, my nnole was not avenie 

to allow the yoong ^^cntlemen their fling, and once or 
t^V'ice cleared a handsome sum out of their purses. It 
was in vain I told liim that I mu^t carrv the news to 
my captain, before whom his comrades would not fail to 
talk, and who would thus know of the intrigue eTen 
without my infor m ation. 

^Tell him,** said my uncle* 

"They will send you away," said I, "then what is 
to become of me?" 

"Make your mind easy," said the lullur, with a 
smile; "you shall not be left behind, I warrant you. 
Go take a last look at your barracks, make your inind 
easy, say a farewell to your Mends in Bedin. The 
dear souls, how ihey will weep when they hear you are 
out of the country, . and, as sure as my name Barry, 
out of it you shall go!" 

"But how, sir," said I. 
^ "Becollect, Mr. Pakenham of Fakenham,'' said he 
knowingly. ^'Tis you yourself taught me how. Qo get 
me one of my wigs. Open my despateh-hoai: yonder, 
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whese the great secrets of the Austrian chancefy lie; 
pat your hair baok off jonr forriiead; okp me oik thig 
patch and these mustachios, and now look in the 

glass!" 

''The Chevalier de Balibari," said I, bursting with 
laughter, and began walking the room in his manner 
with his stitf knee. 

^'hc next day when I went to make my report to 
Monsieur de Potadorff, I told him of the yoong ^saiaa 
ofllcers that had been of late gambling; and he replied, 
as I expected, that the king had determined to iend the 
chevalier out of the country. 

"He is a stingy cnnnudi^eon " T replied; "I have had 
but three Frederics irom him in two months, and I 
hope you will remember your promise to advance me!" 

'^Why, three Eredmes weie too much for the news 
you faaTe picked up," said the captain, sneerixig; 

"It is not my fault that there has been .no more," 
I replied. "A\'hen is he to go, sir?" 

"The day after to-morrow. You say he drives after 
breakfast and before dinner. Wh&n he comes out to his 
eaniage, a couple of gendames wiU mount the box, and 
the ooaehmon will get his ocders to more oil" 

"And his baggage, sir?" said L 

"Oh! that will be sent after him. I have a fknoy 
to look into that red box which contains his papers, you 
say; and at noon, after parade, shall he at the inn. You 
will not say a word to anyone there regarding the afiair, 
and will wait for me at the chevalier's rooms tmtil my 
anivaL We must fixroe that box. You are a dumsy 
bound, or yon would have got the key long ago!'' 

I begged the captain to pemember me , and so took 
my leave of him. The next night I placed a couple of 
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pktoki under the carriage- seat; aud I think the ad-' 
ventoes of tbe following daj are qtdta irodii j of the 
haaooiB of a sepaiate obapter. 

CHAPTEE IX. 

I Appear in a Manner Becoming my Name and Lineage. 

FoBTi'NE, smiling at parting upon Monsieur de Bali- 
ban, enabled bim to win a bandsome sum with bia faro 
bank. 

At ten o'clock the next mondng^ the carriage of ibe 

Chevalier de l^alibari drew up as usual at the door of 
his hotel; and tlie chevalier, "who was at his window, 
seeing the chariot arrive , came down the staiis in his 
usual stately manner. 

Where is my rascal Ambrose?" said he, looking 
around and not finding his servant to opw the door. 

Will let down the steps for your honour/' said a 
ffrndarme^ Avho was standing hy the carriage; and no 
sooner had the chevalier entered, than the otiicer jumped 
in after liim, anotlier mounted the box by the coachmaUf 
and tlie latter began to drive. 

''Good graobusl" said the ohevalier, ''what ia this?" 

^'You are going to drive to the frontier,'' said the 
gendarme^ touching his hat. 

"It is shametul — ijilVtiuoiis! I insist upon being 
put down at the Austrian aml)assador's house!" 

"I have ordeiiS tu gag your honour iJt' you cry out,'' 
said the gendarme. 

"All Enropa shaU hear of thisl" said the obevalieiv 
in a fiirj. 

"As you please," answered Ibe officer, and flien both 

relapsed into silence. 
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The rilence mm net biokeii between Berlin and 

Potzdam, tliioagli which place the chevalier passed as 
his majesty was review iii^^ his j2:uards there, and the 
regiments of Biilow, Zitwitz, and llenkel cle Donners- 
mark. As the chevalier passed im m^^esty, the king 
raised his hat and said, ^^Uu'il ne descende pas: je lui 
lonhaite nn 1;^n voyage/' The Oievalier de Bi^bari 
aduiowledged tfaia conrtesy by a profound bow. 

They had not got far beyond Potzdam, when, boom! 
the alarm cannon began to roar. 

"It is a deserter I" said the officer. 

"Is it poasibieJ" said the cheyalier, and sunk beck 
into his carriage again. 

Hearing the soond of the gnns^ the* common people 
came oat along the road with fowling-pieces and pitch- 
forks, ill hopes to catch the truant. The (icndarmes 
looked veiy anxious to be on the look-out for biin too. 
The price of a deserter was fifty crowns to those who 
brought iiim in. 

'^ConfesSi sir/' said the chevalier to the police officer 
in the carriage with him, ^tfaat yon long to be rid of me 
from whom you can get nothing, and to be on the look- 
out for the deserter who may bring you in fifty crowns? 
^'hy not tell the postilion to push on? You may land 
me at the frontier and get back to your hunt all the 
sooner.^ The officer told the postilicm to get on, but 
tiie way seemed intoleiabiy hmg to the chevalier. Once 
or twice, he thought he heard the noise of horse gal- 
lopping behind; his own honms did not seem to go 
miles an hour, but they did go. The 1)1: irk and white 
barriei-s eame in \iew at last, hard by lUiick, and op- 
posite them the green and yellow of baxony. The baxon 
eostom-houBe officers came out 
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haTe no luggage^" nid the obeTslkr. 
**The gentleman has nothing contraband," ssid the 

Prussian officers, grinning, and took their leave of their 



The Cheyalier de Balibaci gaye them a J^redexic 
•-piece. 

^Gentlemfin/' said he, ''I iriah jon a good day* 
17111 yon please to go to the house whenee we set out 

this morning, and tell my man there to send on my 

baggage to the Three Kings at Dresden?" Then ordering 
fresh horses, tlie chevalier set off on Ids journey for that 
ct^taL X need not tell you that / was the chevalier. 

"FllUM THE CHEVALIER DE BALIBAIil TO REDMOND BARRY, 
ESQUIRE, OEKTILHOMIIE AK0LAI8. 



" Kephew Redmond, — This comes to you by a .sure hand, no other 
tban Mr. Lumpit of tlk« English mission, who is acquainted, as all Berlin 
win be dire«tly, wiUi oar woBderftal atory. They only know h«If ac yet; 
they only know that a deterter went off In my elothea, and all are tn ad> 
miration of your clcvornrss and valour. 

confess that for two hours after your departure I lay in bed in no 
amaU trepidation, thinking whether bla majesty might have a fancy to send 
me to Spafldan, for the flreak of wblefi we had both been g«IUy» Bat In 
that case I had taken my precautions; I had written a statement of the eaae 
to my chief, the Austrian minister, with the full and true story how you 
had been set to spy upon mc, how you turned out to be my very near re- 
lative, bow yon had been kidnapped yonraelf Into the eervioe, and how we 
both had determined to effect yoor eaeape. The laagh would bare been ao 
mach against the king, that he never would have dared to lay a finger 
upon me. What would Monaieor de Voltaire have aaid to aaob aa aotof 
tyranny ? 

'*Bat It was atneky day, and every thing baa tnmed ont to my wish. 
jU I lay te my bed two and a half hoara after year departore. In eomes 
your ex*eaptain Potzdorff. *Redmont!* says he, in his imperious High 

Dutch way, 'are you there?' No answer. 'The ro:rno is {rone out," s;iid 
he; and straightway makes for my red box where 1 keep my love-letters, 
my glass eye wblok I need to wear, my favoorite loeky diee with which 1 
threw the thirteen maina at Prague; my two aeti of Paris teeth, and my 
other prlTata mattais that yoa know of. 




"A Vllolel dcs^ Convonncs , a Di csde, en Saxe. 
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irft Mid • taBdh iMys. bat wm of thtni wmM fit tli« lltiU 

En^lisJi lock. Then my gentleman takes out of his pocket a chi»cl and 
hammer, and falls to WoriL IUm ft prolaMioaal bturgUTt MMiXy buraUog 

open my little box! 

**liow was iny time to act. I advance towards him armed with an Im- 
BieiiM water-jug. I •ome BoiMlefijily up to him just aa b« bad broken tba 
baz, and, with all my might, I daal bim laab a Mow otov tbe head aa 
smashes the water-jug to atom8 , ai)d sends mj oaptain witb A fllOft Uftlitt 

to the ground. I thought I had killed iiini. 

Then I ring all the bells in the house; and shout, and swear, and 
feroam, 'Thlavoal — tbievea! ^ landloidl — murder! — fire I' until (he 
wbole booaehold come tambUng «p tbo aCaira. *Wbero la my aervantt* 

roar I. *Who dares to rob mo In open day? Look at the villain whom I 
find in the act of breaking my chest open I Send for tlie pidice, send for 
his Excellency the Austriaa minister 1 all Europe shaii know of Uiia 
InraltP 

**'Deaff bOftTOiil* nyg tbo Undlorda *wo mw you go away thro« hoofl 
«gol* 

*"Me!* say I; *why, man, I have been In bed all the morning. I am 
ni — I have taken physic — I have not left the house this morninj;! Where 
is that scoundrel Ambrose ? Rut, stop! where arc my olothos and wijr V ' 
ibr I waa atandlng before them in my chamber-gown and stockings , with 
Biy night-eap on. 

b*TO It — I baTo It!* Mya a lltflo obamboi^mafd; *AmbfOto li off 
In your hononf*i droM.* 

"*And my money — roy money!' says I; 'where is my pnrsc with 
forty-eight Frederics in it? But we have one of the villains left* Officerat 
seLte him !* 

***lt*« tbo young llorr ron Potidorff!* laya tbe landlord, mora and 
mora aatonlataod* 

** * Wbat ! a genUtmaa braaking optn my trank wltb bammor and oblaal 

Impossible I ' 

" Ilerr von Potzdorff was returning to life by this time , with a swelling 
on liis skull as big as a saucepan; and the officers carried him off, and the 
Judge who was sent for dressed a proces verbal of the matter, and I do« 
■aaded n eopy of It, wbieb I aont fortbwitb to my ambaaaador. 

**X waa kept a prisosar to my room the next day, and n Jadgo, a 

general, and a host of lawyers, ofllcers, and officials, were set upon mc 
to bully, perplex, threaten, and cajole me. I said it was true you iiad told 
me that you had been kidnapped into tbe aervice, that I thought you wero 
nleaaed from It, and tbat I bftd yoo wltb tbo boat racommondattona* 
I appealed to my minister, who waa bonnd to oome to my aid; and, to 
make a lonj? story short, poor Potzdorff Is now on his way to Spandau; 
sod his uncle , the elder Potzdorff, has brought me five hundred louis, with 
a humble request tbal I wonld leave Berlin forthwith, and haab up thla 
fitalal manor* 
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*^IthaII be wMi yom «t «lid ThrM CrMrat the HlM yon reoeW^ 

this. Ask Mr. Liimplt to dinner. Do not spare your momy ^ JOll ttrd mj* 
•ou. £v«ry body in OrMdeo luiowa your lovin? unc le, 

ThS CBSVAXIER D£ BiXEBABJ." 

And by these wonderful oaioiimBtances I was once 
more free again, and I kept my lesolatton tben madei 
never to fidl mtxce into the hands of any reendter^ and 

thenceforth and for ever to be a gentleman. 

With this sum of money, and a p:ood run of luck 
whicli ensued i)resently, we were enaltlcd to make no 
ungenteel ligure. My ande speedily joined me at the 
inn at Dresden, where, under pretence of illness, I had 
kept quiet until his arrival; and, as the Chevalier de 
Balibaii was in particular good odour at the court of 
Dresden (having been an intimate ae([uaintaiice .of the 
late monarch the Elector, King of Poland, the most dis- 
solute and agreeable of European princes), I was speedily 
in the very best society of the Saxon ci^tal, where I 
may say ^at my own person and manners, and the 
singularity of the adventures' in which I had been a 
hero, made me especially welcome. There was not a 
party of the nobility to wliii h the two gentlemen of 
lialihari were nut invited. I liad the liouour of kissing 
hands and being graciously received at court by the 
elector, and I wrote home to my motlier such a flaming 
description of my prosperity, that the good soul very 
nearly fbrgot her celestial welfia» and her confessor, Hie 
BeT. Joshua Jowls*, in order to come alter me to Ger* 
many, but travelling was very difficult in those days, 
and 80 we were spared the arrival of the good lady. 

1 think the soul of Harr}' Barr}', my father, who 
was always so genteel in his turn of mind, must have 
rejoioed to see the position which I now occupied. A4 
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tte womm ansioiifl to lecdire ma^ all the man in • flny ; 

hobnobbfaig with dukes and covnia at supper, daaeing 
minaets with high well -bom baronesses (as they ab* 

surdly call themselves in G(*rmany), witli lovely excel- 
lencies, nay, witli liigl messes and transparencies them- 
selves, who could compete with the gailaut young Irish 
noble? who would sappoee that seven weeks before I 
kad been a eommon — bahl I am ashamed to think of 
it! One of the pleasantest moments of my life was at a 
grand gala at the electoral palace, where I bad the' 
honour of walk ins; a polonaise with no other than the 
^larjjcraviue of Bayreuth, old Fritz's own sister; old 
iFritz's whose hateful blue baize livery I had worn, 
whose belts I had pipe-clayed, and whose abominable 
lations of small beer and sauerkiaat I had swallowed 
for five years. • 

Having won an English chariot from an Italian 
gentleman at play, my uncle had our arms painted on 
the panels in a more splendid v^ay than ever, sur- 
mounted (as we were descended £rom the ancient kings) 
with an Irish crown of the most splendid size and 
gilding. I had this mown in lieu of a oeronet engraved 
en a laige amethyst signet-ring worn on my Ibre-iinger; 
and I don't mind confessing that I used to say the 
jewel had been in my family for several thousand years, 
having originally belonged to my direct ancestor, his 
late Majesty King Brian J5oru, or Bany. I warrant the 
legends of ^e Kendd's College axe not more anthentie 
than mine was. 

At first the mini!^ and the gentlemen at the Eng- 
hsh hotel used to be rather shy of us two Irish noblemen, 
and questioned our pretensions to rank. The minister 
was a lord's son, it is true^ but he was likewise a 
Thackeray, MitceiiMm, YU 11 
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gvoeerVi l^nadson, and bo I told him at Count Lobkowitz's 
maflquefadie. Mj nnde, liko a noble gentlfflnan as be 
waSy knew the pedigree of every oonfliderable &mily in 

Europe. He said it was the only knowledge befitting a 
gentleman; and when we were not at cards, we would 
pass hours over Gwillim or D'Hozier, reading the genea- 
logies, learning the blazons, and making ourselves ac- 
quainted with the relationships of our olass. Alas! the 
noble scienoe is going into disrepute now; 00 are oaidi^ 
witliout which studies and pastimes I oan hardly coneeiTe 
how a man of honour can exist 

My first affidr of honour with a man of undoubted 
ftshion was on the score of my nobility with young Sir 
Bumford Bumford of the English embassy, my uncle at 
the same time sendins: a cartel to the minister, who de- 
clined to come. I shot Sir Rumford in the leg, amidst 
the tears of joy of my uncle ^ who accompanied me to 
the ground; and I promise you that none of the young 
gentlemen questioned the authenticity of my pe^gree, 
or lauded at my Irish crown again. 

What a delightful life did we now lead] I knew 
I was bom a gentlenmn, from the kindly way in which 
I took to the business, as business it certainly is. For 
though it seenis all pleasure, yet I assure any low-bred 
persons who may chance to read this, that we, their 
betters, have to work as well as they; though I did not 
rise until noon, yet had I not he&a. up at play until 
long past midnight? Many a time have we come home 
to bed as the troops were, marching out to early parade; 
and, oh! it did my heart good to hear the bugles blowing 
the reveille before daybreak, or to see the regiments 
jnarching put to exerciise, and think that I was no longer 
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bonnd to that difigUBting discipliae,. but restored to my 
natural station. 

I came into it at once, and as if I bad neyer done 
anything else all my life. I had a gentleman to wait 
upon me, a French friseur to dress my hair of a moraing: 
I knew the taste of chocolate as by intuition almost, and 
could distinguish between the right Spanish and the 
French before I had Ijeen a week in my new position; 
I had rings on all my fingers^ watches in both my &>bfl^ 
oanes, trinketsy and snuff-boxes of all sOTts, and each 
ontyying the oOiet in el^;anoe; I had the finest natural 
taste foT lace and china of any man I oyer knew. I could 
judge a horse as well as any Jew dealer iu (icrmaiiy; 
in shooting and athletic exercises I was unrivalled; 
I could not spell, but I could speak German and French 
deverly; I had at the least twelve suits of clothes; 
three richly emfaroadeied wilh gold, two laced with aiivcr, 
a garnet-coloured yelyet pelirae lined with feable; one 
of Kench grey, silyer-laced and lined with chinchilla. 
I had dania^k morning-robes. I took lessons on the 
guitar, and sang French catches exquisitely. AVhere, 
in fact, was there a more accomplished gentleman than 
Eedmond de Balibari? 

All the luxuries becoming my station could not, of 
eoursey be purchased without credit and money, to pro- 
cure which, as our patrimony had been wasted by our 
ancestors, and we were above the vulgarity and slow 
returns and doubtful chances of trade, my uncle kept 
a faro bank. We were in partnership with a Florentine, 
well known in all the courts of Europe, the Count 
Alessandro Pit>pi, as skilful a player as eyer was seen, 
hot he turned out a sad knaye latterly, and I haye 
discovered that hie countship was a mere impostor* 
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My uncle was maimed, as I have said; Pippi, like all 
impostors, was a coward; it was my unrivalled skill with 
the sword, and readiness to use it, that maintained the 
repntation of the firm, so to speak, and silenced m^y 
a timid gambler who might have hesitated to paj hia 
loeings. We always played, on parole wifii any body; 
any person, that is, of honour and noble Hneage. We 
never pressed for our ^^inDings or declined to receive 
promissoiy notes in lieu of ^dld. Eut woe to the man 
who did not pay when the note became due! Redmond 
de Balibari was sure to wait upon him with his biil, 
and r promise you there were very few bad debts; on 
the oontrary, gentlemen were grateful to us fmr our far> 
bearanee, end our oharaeter to honour stood unimpeac^ed. 
' In later times a vulgar national j)rejudice has chosen to 
cast a slur upon the character of men of honour engaged 
in the profession of play; but I speak of the good old 
days in EuropOi before the cowardice of the French 
anstooraoy ^ ^e shameful lievolutLon, which served 
them right) brou^t discredit and ruin upon our order. 
They cry fie now upon men engaged in play; but I should 
like to know how much more honourable thfir modes of 
livelihood are than ours. The broker of the Exchange 
who bulls and bears, and buys and sells, and dabbles 
with lying loans, and trades on state-secrets, what is 
he but a gamester? The merchant irho deals in teas 
and tallow, is he any better? His bales of dirty indigo 
are his dice, his cards come up every year instead of 
every ten minutes, and the sea is his green table. You 
call the profession of the law an honourable one, where 
a man will lie for any bidder, lie down poverty for the 
Bake of a fee from wealth, lie down right because wrong 
18 in his hdeL You call a doctor aa honourable maUi 
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• Bwmdling qnaok^ who does not bdiere in tiie Mdnam 
wliioh li0 preseribeey and takes your guinea fbr wfaUperiiif 

in your ear that it is a fine morning; and yet, forsooth, 
a gallant man who sets him down before the baize and 
challenges all comers, his money against theirs, his 
Jfortuxbe against theiiB, is^ piosoribed by your modem 
nunal world. It is a eonspiiBoy of the middle-cJassei 
against gentlemen — it is only the shopkeeper cant 
whieh is to go down nowadays* I say that play was 
an institution of chivalry, it has been wrecked along 
with other privileges of men of birth. A\ lu n Seingalt 
engaged a man for sLx-and- thirty hours without leaving 
the table, do you think he showed no courage^ How 
hare we had the best blood, and the brightest eyes, too^ 
of £iirope throbbing round the table as I and my nncle 
have held ^ easds and the bank against some terrible 
player, who was matching some thousands out of his 
millions against our all which was there on the baize! 
"When we engaged that daring Alexis Xossloffsky, and 
won seven thousand louis in ^ single coup, had we lost, 
we should have been beggam the next day; when kt losf^ 
he was only a village and a few hundred we/th in pawn, 
the wofse. When at Toeplite, the Duke of Courland 
brought fourteen lacque\ s uath with four bags of tloiiiis, 
and challenged our bank to play against the sealed bags. 
What did we ask? "Sir," said we, "we have but eighty 
thousand Aocins in bank, or two hundred thousand at 
three months; if your highness's bags do not eontain 
mote than eighty thousand, we will meet you;" and we 
did, and after eleven hourn* play, in which our bank 

was at one time reduced to two huudrcd and three 
ducats, we won seventeen thousand Morins of him. Is 
thk JDot something like boLdn^ss? does tiiis proieesion 
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ttoi require skill, and pemeverttnoe, and brnvery? Four 
erowned heads looked on at the game, and an imperial 
prineesBy when I tamed up ihe ace of hearts and made 

Paroli, burst into tears. No man on the European Con- 
tinent held a higher position than Kedraond Barry then; 
and when the Uidie of Couiiand lost, he was pleased to 
say that we had won nobly: and so we had, and spent 
nobly what we won. 

At this period my imde, who attended maas every 
day regularly, always put ten florins into the box. 
"^^'herever we went, tlie tavern-keepers made us more 
welcome than roj^al princes. We used to ijivc away 
the broken meat from our suppers and dinners to scores 
ct beggars who blessed us. Every man who held my 
horse or cleaned my boots got a dncat for his painSb 
I was, I may say, the anthor of our common good 
fortune, by putting boldness into our play. Pippi was 
a faint-hearted fellow, who was always cowardly when 
he began to win. My uncle (I speak with great respect 
of him) was too much of a devotee, and too much of 
a martinet at play ever to win greatly. His moral courage 
was nnqaestionaUey but his daring was not sufficient 
Both 9f these my seniom very soon acknowledged me 
to be their chief, and hence Uie atyle of splendonr 
I have described. I j 

I have mentioned H. I. H. the Princess Frederica 
Amelia, who was alfected by my success, and shall 
always think with gratitude of the protection with which 
that esLalted lady honoured me. She was passionately 
fond of play, as indeed were the ladies ai almost aU 
the courts in. Europe in those days, and hence would 
often arise no small trouble to us; for the truth must 
be told, that ladies love to play, certainly, but not to pay. 
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The point of honour is not understood by the channing 
sex; and it was with iiie graateit difficulty, in our 
ptregiinalaanB to iiie wioiis oourte of noHton £urope, 
that we .oocdd keep Ihem from the table, oould get tiieir 
money if they lost, or, if they paid, prevent them from 
using the most furious and extraordinary means of 
revenge. In those grout days of our fortune, I calculate 
that we loat no less than fourteen thousand louis hj suoh 
^Bdluiea of payments A prineois of a dooal honee gave 
us paste instead of diamondsy which she had solemnly 
pledged to us; another organised a robbery of the orown 
jewels, and would liavo charged the theft upon us, but 
for Pippi's caution, who had kept back a note of liand 
"her High Transparency" gave us, and sent it to his 
ambassador^ by which precaution I do believe our necks 
were saredL A third lady of high (but not piinoely) 
ssnk, after I had won a oonsidexable sum in diamonds 
and pearis from her, sent her lover with a band of eat- 
throats to waylay me, and it was only by extraordinary 
courage, skill, and good luck, that I escaped from these 
villains, wounded myself, but leaving the chief oppressor 
dead on the ground. My sword entered his eye and 
broke there, and the villains who were with him jSed 
seeing their chief ftlL They might have fimriied me 
else, for I had no weapon of defence. 

Thus it will be seen that our life, for all its splendour, 
was one of extreme danger and difficulty, rcfpiiiing high 
talents and oourage £or success^ and often, when we were 
in a full vem of success, we were suddenly driven fiom 
Innr groimd on account oi some freak of a reigning pnnce, . 
some intrigue of a disappointed mistress, or some quazrd. 
with the poHee minister. If th» latter personage were 
not bribed or won over, no tiling waa more common than 
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for US to receive a sudden order of depaiiure, and bo^ 
perforce > we lived a wandering and desultory life. 

Though the gains of such a life as I have saidy 
very gieat, yet the expenses are eiuvmoiia. Our ap- 
pearanoe and retinue wsb too splendid for liie narrow 
mind of Pippi, who ua.s alw ays crying out at my extra- 
vagance, though obliged to own that his own meanness 
and paraiiDony would never have achieved the great 
yiotoiies whidi my generosity had iron. With all our 
foooess, our capitsd was not yery great That speedi to 
the Duke of CSomland, fm instance, was a mere boast as 
far as the two hundred thousand florins at three months 
were concerned. We had no credit, and no money 
beyond that on our table, and should have been forced 
to lly if his highness had won and accepted our bills. 
Sometimes, too, we were hit very hard. A bank is a 
eertainly, o/most, but now and then a bad day will 
eome; and men who have the courage of good fortmns^ 
al least, ought to meet bad luck well: the former, belieTe 
me, is the harder task of the two. 

One of these evil chances befell us in the Duke of 
Baden's territory, at Mannheim. Pippi, who was always 
on the look-out for business, offered to make a bank at 
the inn where we put up, and whm the offioem of the 
duke's cuirassiers supped; and some small play ac- 
cordingly took place, and some wretched crowns and louis 
changed liands, I trust rather to the advantage of these 
poor gentlemen of the army, wbo are surely the poorest 
of all devils under the sun. 

But, as ill luck would have it, a couple of young 
stodmts ftom the nei^ibooxing UniTeiaity of Heki^bctgi 
who had oome to Kannheim for their quartei^s mvennBf 
and so had some hundred of dollars between them, were 
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introduced to the table, and, Itfrving never played before 
(as is alwaya the case), began to irjiL As ill Inek would 
have it, too, they were tipsy, and against tipsnMsa I have 

often found the best calculations of x^lay fail entirely. 
They pla3-t?d in the most pcribctly iijsanc way, ;>iiil yet 
won ahvays. Every card they bucked turned up in their 
£ftvour. They had won a hundred louis from ua in ten 
minutes; and, seeing that Hppi was glowing angry and 
the look against ns, I was I6r shutting up the bank for 
the night, saying the play was only meaal &r a joke, 
and that now we had liad enough. 

But Pippi, who had (piarrelled with me that day, 
was determined to proceed, and tlic n{)shut was, that the 
students played and won more; then they lent money to 
the offieersy who began to win, too; and in this ignoUe 
way, in a taven loom thiok with tobaooo-smoke, aeioss 
a deal te^le besmeared with beer and liquor, and, to a 
parcel of hun^r\ .subalterns and a ]xiir of beardless 
Ftudents, three of the most skilful and renowned players 
in iiurope lost seventeen hundred louis. I blush now 
when I think of it. It was like Charles XIL or Bichaxd 
CoBor da lion iidling before a petty fortms and an anr 
known hand (as my £dend Mr. Jdinson wi0le)i and wa% 
in fact, a most shameful defeat. ' 

Nor was this the only defeat. When oiu' poor con- 
querors had •ioiio off, bewildered witli the treasure which 
fortone had Hung in their way (one of these students 
was called the Baron de Clootz, peorfaaps he who 
wards lost his head at Paris), Pippi resnmed the qoarrsl 
cf the morning, and some ezoeedingly high words passed 
between us. Among other things I recollect 1 knu( ked 
him down with a stool, and was for liinging him uut of 
window; but my unde, who was cool, and had been 
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keeping Lent irith his tunal solemiulyi inteipoeoi be« 
twe^ and a leeottciKatiaii todic plaooy Pippi apo- 
logising and confessing he had been wrong. 

I ought to have doubted, however, the sincerity of 
the treaclierous Italian ; indeed, as I never before believed 
a word that he said in his lite, I know not why I was 
so foolish as to oredit him now, and go to bed, leaving 
the kejB of our cashrbox with him. It contained, after 
our loss to tiie oniiasskts, in bills and money, near upon 
^^^8000 sterling. Pippi insisted that our reconciliation 
should be ratified over a bowl of hot wine, and I have 
no doubt put some soporific drug into the liquor, for my 
uncle and I both slept till very ^late the next morning, 
and woke with violent headaches and fe^er. We did 
not quit oar beds till noon. He had hem gone tweive 
homs, leaving oar treasorf empty; and behind bim a sort 
of calculation, by which he strove to make out that this 
was his share of the profits, and that ail the losses had 
been incurred without lus consent. 

Thus, after eighteen months, we had to begin the 
worid again. But was I cast down? No. Our ward- 
robes still were worth a rety large sum of moneys fbr 
gentlemen doA not dress like parish'^leiks in liiose days, 
and a person of fashion would often wear a suit of 
clotlies and a set of ornaments that would be a shop- 
boy's fortimei and, without repining for one single 
minute, or saying a single angry word (my uncle's temper 
in this respect was admirable), or allowing the secret of 
our loss to be known to a mortal soul, we pawned liiree^ 
fourths of our jewels and clothes to Moses Lowe the 
banker, and with produce of the sale, and our private 
pocket-money, amounting in all to something less than. 
BOO louifiy we took the &eld again. 
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CHAPTER Xi 

More Baoi of Look* 

1 not going to entertain my readers with an ac- 
count ot my jjrofessional career as a gamester aay more 
than I did with anecdotes of my life as a militaij maiL 
I might fill Tolnmes with tales of this kind were I so 
minded, but, at this rate, my recital would not be 
brought to a cunclubiun for years, and who knows how 
soon I may be called upon to stop? 1 have gout, rheu- 
matism, gravel, and a disordered liver. 1 have two or 
three wounds in my body, which break out every now 
and then, and giro ine intolexable pain^ and a hundred 
ttoie s^ns of breaking up. Bach are the effeets of time^ 
illness, and free4iving, upon one of the strongest con- 
Btitutions and finest forms the world ever saw. Ah I I 
suttVrcd from none of these ills in the year 'GO, when 
there was no man in Europe more gay in spirits , more 
splendid in persoiial acoomplishmenti than young Bed- 
mond Bany. 

Before the treachery of iiie scoundrel Pippi, I had 
visited many of the best courts of Europe, especially the 
smaller ones, where play was patronised, and the pro- 
fessors of that science always welcome. Among the 
eoclesiastioal principalities of the Biiine we were par* 
tioolarly well received. I never knew finer or gayer 
eonrtB than liiose of the Eleetom of TnrreB and Cologne, 
where there was more splendour and gaiety tiian at 
Vienna, far more than in the wretched barrack-court of 
Berlin. The court of the Archduchess-Goveniess of the 
^Netherlands was, likewise, a royal place for us knights 
«f the dioe-bozy and gaUant votaries of fortune; whereas 
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in the stiiigy Dutch, or the beggarly Swiss republics, it 
was impoBsibld £or a genltoOTiB to gain a livaliiiood anr 
molested. 

After our mishap at Mannheim, my uncle and I 
made for the Duchy of X — . The reader may find out 
liie place easily raou^, but I do not choose to print at 
fbll the names of some illustrioos persons in idiose 

society I then fell, and among whom I was made the 
sharer in a very stmnge and tragical adventure. 

There was no court in Europe at which strangers 
were more welcome than at that of the noble Duke of 
X — , none wliere ])leasure was more eagerly sought 
alter, and more splendidly enjoyed. The prince did not 
inhabit his capital of S — , bat, imitating in every 
respect the ceremonial of the coturt of YersaiUfis, built 
himself a magnificent palace at a few leafues ttom hk 
ohief eity, and round about his palace a superb 
aristocratic town, inhabited entirely by his nobles, and 
the officers of his sumptuous court. The people were 
rather hardly pressed, to be sure, in order to keep up 
this aplendonr; for his highness's dominions weie amall, 
and so be wisely lived in a sort of awful xetiiemeiit 
from them, seldom showing his face in bis capital, or 
seeing any countenances but those of his faithful 
domestics and ollicers. His palace and gardens of Lud- 
wigslust were exactly on the Irench modeh Twice a 
week thece were court lecej^ons, and grand ooort galas 
twioe a montiu These was tiie finest opem oot of 
I!raaee, and a ballet unrivalled in splendour, on whkh 
his highness, a great lover of music and dancing, ex- 
pended prodigious sums. It may be because i was then 
young, but I think 1 never saw such an assembiagt^ of 
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IvrilHaiii beauty as used to flgnre Hiefe on the stage of 

^le court theatre, in the grand mythological ballets 
"which were then the mode, and in which vou saw Mars 
in red-heeled pumps and a periwig, and Venus in patehen 
and a hoop. They say the costume was incorreoti and 
have changed it since, but, for uy part, I haVe new 
seen a Yenns more lovely than the Garslie, who was the 
ehief dancer, and found no fmUt with the attendant 
nymphs, in tlieir trains, and lappets, and powder. These 
operas used to take place twice a week, after which 
some great officer of the court would have his evening, 
and bis brilliant supp^, dnd the dice-box rattled every- 
where, and all the world played. I have seen seventy 
play-tables set oat in the grand gallery of Lndwigslus^ 
bei^ee the faro bank, where the dnke himself wonM 
gi'aciously come and play, and win or lose with a tiuly 
royal splendour. 

It was hither wo came after the Mannheim mis£o]>- 
tune. The nobility of the court were pleased to say our 
Tspntation had preoeded ns, and the two Irish gentlemen 
were made wekome. The very first night at court we 
lost 740 of onr 800 louis; the next evening, at the court- 
marshal's table, I won them back, with 1300 more. You 
mav hv sure we allowed no one to know how near we 
were to iniin on the first evening, but, on the contrary, I 
endeared every one to me by my gay manner of losing, and 
Ifae finance-minister himself cashed a note Ibr 400 diioat% 
drawn by me npon my steward of Bailybarry Castle in 
the kingdom of Ireland, which very note I won from liis 
excellency the next day, alonp^ with a considerable sum 
in ready cash. In that noblo court every body was a 
gambler. You would see the lacqueys in the ducal ante- 
looma at wodc with their dirty packs of eards; the ooaeb 
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and ohaiF^iDeii playing in tibe oomt, irhile ibiir mastm 
«wm pimtisg in ii» saloons aboye; the rwj oookHnaids 

and scullions, I was told, had a bank, where one of 
them, an Italian confectioner, made a handsome fortune. 
He purchased afterwards a lloman marquisate, and his 
son has hgured as one of the most £ashionaUd of the 
illnstrioas foreignen then in London. The poor d«?ila 
of soldiera plajed away tiieir pay, iriien they got 
wiofik mm sddom; ai^ I don't belieye thm was an 
officer in any one of the Guaid re<]^imcnts but had his 
cards in his pouch, and no more forgot his dice than his 
sword-knot. Among such feWows it was diamond cut 
diamond. What yon call fair play would have been a 
loUy. The gentlemen of Ballybany would hare been 
jbdS| indeedi to appear as pigeons in sneh a hswk's nasi 
None bat men of courage and genius oonld li^e and 
prosper in a society where eyery one was bold and 
cleyer; and here my uncie and I held our own, ay, and 
more than our own. 

His highness the duke was a widower, or rather since 
the death of the reigiung duchess, had contracted a Mox^ 
gaaatio marriage wit^ a lady whom be bad ennobled, and 
wbo considered it a compliment (such was the morality 
of those days) to be called the !N"orthem Dubarry. He 
had been married yory young, and his son, the hereditary 
prince, may be said to have been the political soyereign 
of the state, for the reigning duke was fonder of pleaanre 
Uian of politics, and loyed to talk a great deal more with 
his grand huntsman, or the director of his opera, than 
with nmnsters and ambassadors. 

The hereditary prince, whom I si* all call Prince 
Victor, was of a yery different character from his august 

&ther. He had made the Wan of the Suoceawon and 
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Seyeu Yem, wiik great credit in the empresa'd fiemce^ 
was of a Btan ehazBCter, seldom appeared at court, ex* 
oept wben tmmmj ealled hun, bat lived almoat alone 
in UuB visg of the polaeey where he devoted hunaelf to 

the severest studies, being a great astronomer and chemist. 
He shared in the rage, then common throughout Europe, 
of hunting- for the philosoplier's stone; and my uncle 
often regretted that he had no smattering of chemiatry, 
like Balsamo (who called himself CagUostro), &t Qeimiii, 
and other individuBla, who had obtaiofld vecj great irnna 
from Bake Yietor by aiding him in hie seaieh after the 
great secret. His amusements were hunting and re^dew- 
ing the troops; but for hioi, and if his good-natured 
father had not had his aid, the army would have been 
playing at cards all day, and 00 it was well that the 
pradent prince was left to govern. ^ 

Doke Yietor was fifty years of age, and his princes^ 
tbe'Prineees Olivia, was scaioe ihree-and-twenty. They 
had been married seven years, and, in the first years of 
their union the princess had home liim a son and a 
daughter* The stem morals and mannera, the dark and 
ungainly appearance,^ of the husband, were little likely 
to please the brilliant and tooinating yoong womaii, who 
had been edneated in the sonth (she was oonnected with 
Ihe dnoal house of B — ), who had passed two years at 
Paris under the guardianship of Mesdaines, daughters of 
his most Christian Majesty, and ^vho was the life and 
soul of the court of X — , the gayest of the gay, the idol 
q£ her angast father-in-law, and, indeed, of the whole 
eoort She was not beantifaly bat eharming; not wAJtf, 

eharming too, in her oonvenation as in her person. 
She was extravagant beyond all measure; so false, that 
you could not trust herj but her very weaknesses were 
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more wimdag than the virtaen (d other ynmrn, her set* 
fiehnesB more ddightftil than othen' generoatjr. I nerer 
knew a woman whose &nl1s made her so attraethre. Bhe 

used to rain people, and yet they all loved her. My old 
uncle has seen her clieating at ombre, and let her Avin 
400 louis without resisting in the least. Her caprices 
with the officers and ladies of her household were cease- 
less, but they adored her. Bhe was the only one of the 
reigning family whom the people worshipped. She neiver 
went abroad bat th^ followed her oarriap^e witii Bhoots 
of acclamation, and, to be generous to iIrui, slie would 
borrow the last penny from one of her poor maids of 
honour, whom she would never pay. In the early days 
her husband was as much fascinated by her as all the 
rest of the world was; but her caprices had caused fright- 
ful outbreaks of temper on his part, and an estrangement 
which though interrupted b^ almost mad returns of love, 
was still gencml. I speak of her royal highness wdtli 
perfect candour and admiration, altliough I might he 
pardoned lor judging her more severely, considering her 
opinion of myself. She said the elder Monsieur de Bali* 
bari was a finished old gentleman^ and the younger one 
had the manners of a courier. The world has given a 
different opinion, and I can afford to chronicle this almost 
single sentence against me. Besides she had a reason for 
her dishke to mo, wliich vou shall hear. 

fiTe years in the army, long experience of the world 
had, ere now, dispelled any of those romantic notums 
legaiding love, with whidi I eommeneed life; and I had 
determined, as is proper with gentlemen (it is only your 
low people who marry for mere affection), to consolidate 
my fortunes by marriage. In the course of our peregri- 
nations, my uncle and I had made seyerai attempts tg 
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cany this object into effect; but numerous disappoint- 
ments had occurred, which are not worth mentioning 
here, and had ])ro vented me hitherto from making such 
a match as I thought vaa wcnrthy of a man of my bixtfa, 
abilities, and penonal appeaiance. Ladies are not in the 
habit of ranning away an the Oonlanent, as is Hke cnstom 
in England (a custom whereby many lionoumbl© gentle- 
men of my country have much benetitcd); guardians and 
ceremonies, and difHculties of ail kinds intervene^ true 
love is not allowed to liave its oouree, and poor women 
eannot give away their honest hearts to the gallant 
fellows who hare won them. Now it was settlemeniB 
that were adced fer; now it was my pedigree and title- 
deeds that were not satisfactory, though I had a plan 
and rent roll of the Ballyl>arry estates, and the genealogy 
of the family up to King iirian JBoru, or Barry, most 
handsomely designed on paper; now it was a young lady 
who yfsa whisked off to a convent, just as she was ready 
to fSall into my arms; on another occasion, when a ri<^ 
widow of the Low Countries was about to make me lord 
of a noble estate in Flanders, comes an order of the po- 
hce which drives me out of Bnissels at an hour's notice, 
and consigns my mourner to her chateau. But at X — 
I had an opportunity of playing a great game, and had 
won it, too, bat for tiie dreadfdl catastrophe which upset 
niy fortune. 

In the household of the hereditary princess, there was 
a lady nineteen years of age, and possessor of the great- 
est fortune in the whole duchy. The Countess Ida, such 
was her name, was daughter of a late minister and fa- 
VQurite of his highness the Duke of X — and his duchess, 
nho had done her the honour to be her sp^msors at birth, 
and who, at the Mher's death, had taken her under 
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ttMor angiut gaaediaoflhip aad protontioBu At sbcleeii iIm 
waa bmight frna her caifle, where, up to liiit peaod^ 

the had been permitted to reside, and had been plaeed 
with the Princess Olivia^ as one of her highnesa's maidi 

of honour. 

The aunt of the Countess Ida, who presided over her 
hoiue during her miiu»i1y, had foolifhly allowed her to 
coBtcaet an attaohnent fiyr her cousm-gennaB, a pennUeii 
iiib-liputeiiaat in cme of the dnke'a Ifoot regiments, who 

had flattered himself to be able to carry off this rich 
prize; and if he bad not been a bhmdering, silly idiot 
indeed, with tbe advantage of seeing her constantly, of 
having no hval near him, and the intimacy attendant 
upon doee kinamanBhip, mi^t easily, hj a piiyate mar- 
riage, bayeaeoiiredtheyoangooiintefla andherpotaeaeionab 
Bat he managed matters 00 fbolishly, Utat he allowed 
her to leave her retirement, to come to coui-t for a year, 
and take ber place in the Princess Olivia's bousebold, 
and then what does mj young gentleman do, but appear 
at the Duke's leyee one day, in his tarnished epaulet 
and thieadhaie coot, and make an afiplioation in due 
form to hia highness, aa tiie yoong lady's guaxdiaa, *ibr 
the hand of the richest heiress in his dominions! 

The weakness of the good-natured prince was such 
that, as tbe Countess Ida herself was quite as eapjer for 
the match as her silly cousin, his bi^bness might haYO 
been induced to allow the match, had net the frinceea 
.Olim beesi indnoed io interpose, and to pvooore bom 
tiie duke a peremptory Teto to the hopes of the young 
man. The cause of this refusal was as vet unknown, no 
other suitor for tbe young lady's band was mentioned, 
and tbe lovers continued to correspond, hoping that time 
might effect a change in hia highness's resoiutionfl^ whei^ 
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of a Budden, the lieutenaat waa drafted into one of the 
rqgimeiitB wludi tbe pnnoe was in the haUt of Bailing 
to the great powm then *at war (thia militasy oommeroa 
was a principal part of his hi^meaa^a and otiier pffinceif 

revenues in those daya)^ and their connection was thua 
abruptly brokLii off. 

It was strange that the Princess Olivia should have 
taken this part against a young lady who had been her 
&Tourite; for; at fiist, with thoee romantio and aenti* 
mental notions which almost every woman has, she had 
somewhat enoomnged tiie Coontess Ida and her pMimless 
lover, but now suddenly turned against them, and, from 
loving the countess, OvS she previously had done, pursued 
her with every manner of hatred which a woman knows 
how to inflict; and there was no end to the ingenuity of 
her tortures, the yenom of her tongoOi the faittemess of 
beV sarcaam and scorn. Whan I first came to court at 
X — , the young fellows there had nicknamed the youi^ 
lady the Dinnme Grdfinn, the stupid countess. She was 
generally sileut, handsome, but pale, stolid-looking, and 
awkward, taking no interest in the amusements of the 
place, and appearing in the midst of the feasts aa g^um 
as liie death's head which, they say, the Bonans used 
to haTe at their tablea. 

It was rumoured that a young gentleman of French 
extraction, the Chevalier de Magny, Cjuerry to the 
reigning duke, and present at Paris when the Piincess 
Olivia was married to him by proxy there, was the 
intended of the rich Countess Ida; but no • official 
dedaiation of the kind was yet made, and there were 
whispers of a dark intrigue, which, aubsequently, r^ 
eeived frightful confirmation. 

Ihis Chevalier de ALagny was the grandson of an 
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old general officer in the dnke's semce, the Baron de 
Kagny. The haron's father had quitted Fiance at the 
expulsion of Protestants, after the rerocatioii of the edict 

of Mantes, and taken service in X — , where he died. 
The son succeeded him, and quite unlike most French 
gentlemen of birth whom I have known, was a stern and 
cold Calvinist, ligid in the performance of his dutj, 
zetiiing in his manners, mingling little with the oooif^ 
and a cloee ftiend and faromite of Duke Yictori whom 
he resembled in disposition. 

The chevalier, his grandson, was a true Frenchman! 
he had been born in France, where his father held a 
diplomatic appointment in the duke's service. He had 
mingled in tlie gay society of the most brilliant court in 
the mrldi and had endless sttMries to tell ns of the plea* 
saxes of the petiiea maiaana, of the secfets of the Pare 
anz Gerfs, and of the "^d gaieties of Bidielien and his 
companions. He had been almost ruined at play, as liis 
father had been before him; fur, out of the reach of the 
stern old baron in Germany, both son and j^randson had 
led the most reckless of lives. He came back from Paris 
soon after the embassy which had been def!|Mitehed 
thither on the occasion of the mairisge of <he prinoess, 
was received sternly by his old grandfather, who, how- 
ever, ])aid his debts once more, and procured him the 
post in the duke's household. The Chevalier de Magny 
rendered himself a great tayourite of his augost master; 
he brought with him the modes and the gaieties of Paris; 
he was the deviser of all the masquerades and balls, the 
recroiter of the ballet-dancers, and by ftr the most 
teiUiant and splendid young gentleman of the court. 

After wo had been a few weeks at Ludwigslust, the 
old Boron de Magny endeavoured to have us dismissed 
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from flic duchy; but his voice was not sfronix cnoup;h to 
overcome that of the general pul)lic, and tlie Clicvalier 
de Magny especially stood our friend with his highness 
when the question was debated before him. The 
oheTalier's love of play had not deserted him. He was 
a regular frequenter of our hank, where he played for 
acme tirae with pretty good luck, and where, when he 
began to lose, he paid Avitli a roirularity surprising to (dl 
those who knew the smallness of hhi moans, and the 
splendour of his aj)pcarance. • 

Her highness the Princess Olivia was also Tory fond 
cf play. On half-a-dozen occasions when we hold a 
bsnk at court, I could see her passion for the game. 
I could see — that is, my cool-headed old uucle could 
Bee — much more. There was an intolli^jence between 
Monsieur de 3Jagny and this illustrious lady. "If her 
highness be not in love with the little Frenchman," my 
uncle said to me one night after play, "may I lose the 
sight of my last eye!'' 

"And what then, sir?" said T. 

"What then:" said my uncle, looking me hard in 
the face. "Are you so green as not to know what then? 
Tour fortune is to be made, if you choose to back it 
now; and we may have hack the Barry estates in two 
yesrsy my boy.** 

''How is that?*' asked I, still at a loss. 

My uncle dryly said, "Get Magny to play; never 
mind his paying; take his notes of Inuid. The more he 
owes the better; but, above all, m:dv(' him play." 

**He can't pay a shilling," answered I. "The Jews 
fill not discount his notes at cent, per cent" 

"So much the better. You shall see we will make 
tte of fhemi'' answered the old geuQeman. Astd I mnst 
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confess that the plan he laid was a gallant, clever, and 
fair one. 

I was to make Magnj play; in this there was no 
great diMoalty. We had an intimacy together, for he 
ma a good sportnnaii as well as myself; and yre came 
to have a pretty considerable fHendship for one another; 

and, if he saw a dice-box, it was impossible to prevent 
him from handling: it; but he took to it as natural as a 
child does to sweetmeats. 

At first he won of me ; then he began to lose ; then 
I played him money against some jewels that he brought^ 
fcmily trinkets, he sai^ and indeed of considerable value. 
He begged me, however, not to dispose of them in the 
duchy, and I gave and kept my word to liim to this 
effect. From jewels he got to playin^^ upon promissory 
notes; and, as they would not allow him to play at the 
court tables and in public upon credit, he was very glad 
to have an opportunity of indulging his favourite passion 
upon credit I have had him for hours at my paviHon 
(which I had fitted up in the Sastem manner, very 
splendid) rattling the dice till it became time to go to 
his ser^-ico at court, and we would spend day after day 
in this manner. He brought me more jewels, — a pearl 
necklace, an antique emerald breast ornament, and other 
trinkets, as a setoff against these losses, — for I need 
not say that I should not have played with him all this 
time had he been winning: but, after about a week, the 
luck set in against him, and he became my debtor in a 
prodigious sum. I do not care to mention the extent 
of it; it was such as I never thought the young man 
could pay. 

Why, then, did I play for it? why waste days in 
pdvate play witli a mere banlonipt, when businem 
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seemicgly much more profitable wag to be done else- 
wlKre? My reason, I boldly oonfeai. I wanted to win 
tcomMmnexa deMagny not his money, but hit intMided 
wife, the Goimiew Ida. Who cam iay fluit I liad nc* a 

right to use an^ stratagem in this matter of love? Or, 
why say love? I wanted the wealth of the lady; I loved 
her quite as much as Mafmy did; I loved her quite as 
^ moch as yonder blushing virgin of seventeen doee who 
marries, cn old lord of seventy. I followed the pmctios 
of ihB world in tbia, having resolved ttuA marriaga 
ilxmld adiieve my fortone. 

I used to make Magny, after his losses, give toe a 
friendly letter of acknowledgment to Bome such effect 
as this, — 

**My dear Xoml#frr d« Bollbarf, I flcknowledKt to atva loft to yoa 

thfs day nt Innsqiirnct (or picqnct. or hnzard, ns tlio cnsc may be: I was 
master of him at any frame that id played] the Hum of three hundred ducats, 
and sliaU hold it as a great kindness on your part if you wiU allow the debt 
to atmid ovvr until a ftitare day* whan yon thim roooivo payment tram yow 
Taiy grntoCnl, liuablo aarvmi*** 

"With the jewels he brooprht me I also took the pre- 
caution (but this was my uncle's idea, and a very good 
one) to have a sort of iuToioe, and a letter begging me 
to reoerve the trinkets as bo much part payment of a 
m of tnoney he owed ma. 

When I had pat him in each « position as I domed 
favourable to my intentions, I spoke to him candidly, 
and without any reserve, as one man of the world should 
speak to another. "1 will not, my dear fellow," said I, 
^pay yon so bad a compliment as to suppose that yoa 
expect ve aie to go on playing at this rate mnoh longer, 
and ihat these is any sstisfoction to me in possessing 
more or less sheets of paper bearing your signatore, and 
a series of notes of hand which 1 know you never caa 
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pay. Don't look fierce or angry, for yon know E^dmond 
Barry is your master at the sword; besides, I would not 
be such a fool as to fight a man who owes me so much, 
money; but hear oahnly what I have to propose. 

'^Yoa have been Tery confidential to me during cnr 
intimacy of the last month; and I know all your per- 
sonal afiairs completely. You liave given jouv word of 
honour to your prandfatlier never to play upon parole, 
and you know how you have kept it, and that he will 
disinherit yon if he hears the truth, ^ay, suppose he 
dies to-morrowy his estate is not sufQuQient to pay the 
anm in which yon are indebted to me; and, were yon to 
yield me up all, you would be a beggar, and a bankrupt 
too. 

"Her Highness the rrincess Olivia denies you no- 
thing. I shall not ask why; but give me leave to say, 
I was awaie of the feu^t when we b^;an to play to- 
gether.'' 

''Will yon be made baron — chamberlain^ with the 

grand cordon of the order?" gasped the poor fellow. 
"The princess can do any thing with the duke." 

"i shall have no objection," said I, *'to the yellow 
riband and the gold key; though a gentleman of the 
house of Ballybany cares little for the titlei of the 
Oennan nobility. But this is not what I want My 
good eheTaUer, yon haTe hid no seorets 6mn me. Yon 
have told me with what difficulty you have induced the 
Princess Olivia to consent to the project of your union 
with the Griifinn Ida, whom you don't love. I know 
whom you love very well." 

"Mansieur de Balibarii" said the disoomfited ohevalier; 
he eould get out no mofe. The truth began to dawn 
upon him. 
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'^You begin ta mMbrstKiid/' oontisoed L ''Her 
Uglmeaa fhe pnnoees (I said tlus in a savcastio way) 
will no* be very anf^ry, believe me, if you break off 

your connection with the stupid countess. I am no 
more an admirer of that lady than you are; but I want 
her estate. I played you lor that estate, and have won 
it; and I will give you your bills and five thonaand 
ducats, on the day I am married to it.'' 

''The day / am married to the countess," answered 
the chevalier, thinking to have me, "I will be able to 
raise money to pay your claim ten times over (this was 
tnie, for the count ^'ss's jn-uperty may have been vakied 
at near half a million of our money); and then I will 
dischaige my obligations to you. Meanwhile, if yoa 
annoy me by threats, oe insult me again as you have 
done, I will use that influence, which, as you say, I 
possess, and have you turned out of the duchy, as you 
were out of the Netherlands last year." 

I rang the bell quite quietly. "Zamor," said I to a 
tall n^^o fellow habited like a Turk, that used to wait 
upon me, ''when you hear the bell ring a second time, 
you will take this packet to the. marshal of the courts 
this to his Excellency the General de Magny, and this 
you will place in the hands of one of the equerries of 
his highness the hereditary prince. Wait in the ante- 
room, and do not go with .the parcels until I ling 
again." 

The black fellow having retired, I turned to Monsieur 
de Magny and said, "Chevalier, the first packet contains 
a letter from you to me, declaring your eolvenoy, and 

solemnly promising payment of the sums you owe me; 
it is accompanied by a document from myself (for I ex- 
pected some resistance on your part), stating that my 
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honoiir has been called in qaeel&fm, and liegging ^iiat ilie 
paper may be laid before your angnrt^ master, his hif^" 

ness. The second packet is for your grandfather, in- 
closing the letter from you in which you state yourself 
to be his heir, and begging for a confirmation of the 
fact. The last parcel for bis highness the hereditary 
duke," added I, looking most stemlyy '^contains the 
Gustayus Adolphus emerald, which he gave to bis pdn- 
oess, and which yoa pledged to me as a family jewel of 
your own. Your inlluence with her highness must he 
great indeed," I concluded, "when you could extort from 
her Buch a jewel as that, and when you could make her, 
in order to pay your play-debts, gite up a secret upon 
wbich both your beads depend.*' 

^Yillainr said the Erenchman, quite agfaast with 
fuiy and terror, **W0iild yon implicate the prinoeas?* 

"Monsieur de Magny," I answered with a sneer; 
"no, I will say yon stolr the jewel." It was my belief 
be did, and that the unhappy and infatuated princess 
was never pri^y to the tbeffc until long after it bad been 
committed. How we came to know the history of the 
emerald is simple enough. As we wanted money (fbr 
my occupation with Magny caused our hank to be much 
neglected), my uncle liad carried Magny's trinkets to 
^Mannheim to pawn. The Jew who lent upon tliem knew 
the history of the stone in question; and when be asked 
bow her highness came to port with it, my uncle very 
dcTefly took up the story where he found it, eaid that 
the princess was ver}' fond of play, that it was not al- 
ways convenient to her to pay, and hence the emerald 
had come into our hands. He brought it wisely back 
with him to S — ; and, as regards the other jewels which 
the oheyalier pawned to us» tbey were of no particalar. 
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mark; no inquiries have ever been made about them to 
this day; and I did not only not know then that thoy 
came from her highness, but have obIj my conjectures 
upon the matter now. 

The unfortunate young gendemaa must hare had a 
oowardly spirit, when I charged him with the theft, not 
ta make use of my two pistols that were lying hy 
chance before him, and to send out of the worhi his 
' accuser and his own mined Fclf. Willi such imprudence 
and miserable recklessness on his part and that of the 
unhappy lady who had forgotten herself for this poor 
villain, he must have known that discoreiy was mewif 
table. But it was written that this dreadful destiny 
should be accomplished; instead of ending like a mdn, 
he now cowed before me quite spirit -broken, and, 
flincring liimself down on the sofa, burst into tears, and 
calling wildly upon all the saints to help him, as if 
they oould be interested in the fate of such a wretch as 
biml 

I saw that I had nothinfir to fear £rom hira; and 

calling back Zamor, my black, said I would myself 
carry the parcels, which I returned to my csctvtoire^ 
and, my point being thus gained, T acted, a.s I always 
da, generously towards him. I said that, for security's 
nke, I should send the emerald out of the country, but 
that I pledged my honour to restore it to the duohesSy 
without any pecuniary consideration, on the day when 
she should procure the sovereign s consent to my union 
with the Countess Ida. 

This will explain pretty clearly, I flatter myself, the 
game I was playing; and, though some rigid moralist 
may object to its iRX>priety, I say lhat anything is fm 
in loye» and that men so poor as rnyaeii cant afford to 
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be flqneaantBh about thai means of getting 'on in life. 
The great and rich are weloomed, smiling, np the grand 
staircase of the world; the poor bat aspiring must clamber 
up the wall, or push and strnp:2:le up tlio back stair, or, 
pnr(h\ crawl t]iroiip;h an)' of tlic conduits of tlie house, 
never mind how foul and narrow, that lead to the top. 
The nnambltious sluggard pretends that the eminence 
is not worth attending, declines altogether the stm^le, 
and calls himself a philosopher. I say he a poor- 
spirited coward. What is life c^ood for but for honour? 
and that so indispensable, that we should attain it 
any how. 

The manner to be adopted for Magny's retreat was 
proposed by myself » and was arranged so as to consult 
the feelings of delicacy of both parties. I made Magny 

take the Countess Ida aside, and say to her, "Madam, 
though I have never declared myself your admirer, you 
and the count have had sufficient proof of my regard for ' 
you; and my demand wouldy I know, have been backed 
by his highness, yomr angost goardian. I know the 
dnke's gracions widi is^ that my attentions should be re- 
oeired fii^onrably; but, as time has not appe^ured to alter 
your attachment elsewhere, and as I have too much 
spirit to force a lady of your name and rank to be 
united to me against your will, the best plan is, tliat 
I should make you, for form's sske, a propofMd ten- 
authorised by his highness: that you should reply, as I 
am sorry to think your heart Rotates to you, in the 
negatire: on which I also will formally withdraw from 
my pursuit of you, stating that, after a refusal, nothing, 
not even the duke's desire, should induce me to persist 
in my 8uit,'\ • 
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The Cauntess Ida ahnott wept at hearing tbeee 
words fitom Monsieur de Magny, and tears came into 
her eyes, he said, as she took his hand for the first 

time, and thanked him for the delicacy of the proposal. 
She little knew that the Frenchman was incapable 
of that sort of delicacy, and that the graceful manner 
in which he withdrew his addresBes was of my in- 
Tention* 

As soon as he withdrew, it heoame my bosiness to 

step forward, bnt caatiously and gently, so as not to 
alarm the lady, and yet linnly, so as to convince her of 
the hopelessness of her designs of uniting herself with 
her shabby loyer, the sub-lieutenant The PnnceBs Oli- 
via was good enough to perform this necessary part of 
Hie plan in my fiBtvonr, and solemnly to warn the 
Coanteas Ida^ that though Konsieor de Magny had rs- 
tired from paying his addresses, his highness, her 
p:uardian, would still marry her as he thought fit, and 
that she must for ever forget her out-at-elhowed adorer. 
In fact, I can't conceive how such a shabby rogue as 
that could ever have had the audacity to propose fat 
her: his faMh was oertainly good; hut what other qnali- 
fications had he? 

When the Chevalier de Magny withdrew, numbers 
of other suitors, you may be sure, presented themselves; 
and amongst these your very humble servant, the cadet 
of Ballybarry. There was a carrousel, or toumamenl^ 
held at this period, in imitation of the antique meetings 
of chivalry, in which the dievaliers tilted at each other, 
or at the ring; and on this occasion I was hahited in a 
splendid Roman dress (viz.: a silver helmet, a flowing 
periwig, .a cuirass of gilt leather richly embroidered, 
a light blue yeiyet mantle, and cnmson- morocco half* 
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boots): and in this hal)it I rode my bay horse Brian, 
and carried off three rings, and won the prize over all 
the duke's gentry, and the nobility of surrounding 
ooontrieB who had come to the show. A wreath o£ 
gilded laurel was to be the prize of the TiotoTi and it 
was to be awazded by the lady be seleeted. Bo I xode 
up to the gallcrj' where the CounteiBS Ida was seated 
behind the hereditary princess, and, calling her name 
lottdIy» yet gracefully^ begged to be allowed to be crowned 
by her, and tims proclaimed myself to the &ce of all 
Germany, as it were, her suitor. She tnxnad yecy pale^ 
and the princess red I observed: but the Countess Ida 
ended by crowning me: after which, putting spurs into 
my horse, I galloped round the ring, saluting his high- 
ness the duke at the opposite end, and performing tlie 
most wondectui exercises with my bay. 

My success did not, as you may imagine, incrieaae 
my popukn;^ with the yonng gentiy. Xhey called me 
adventurer, bully, dice*loader, impostor, and a hundred 
pretty names; but I had a way of silencing these gentry. 
I took the Count dc Schmetterling, the richest and 
bravest of the young men who seemed to have a hanker- 
ing for the Countess Ida, and publicly insulted him at 
the Bidotto, flinging my eards into his £aca The next 
dty I rode thirty-five miles into the toidtory ci the 
Elector of B — > and met Monsieur de Scfametterling, and 
passed my sword twice through his body; and rode back 
with my second, the Chevalier de Magny, and presented 
myself at the duchess's whist that evening. Magny was 
very nnwilUng to accompany me at first; but I iyiriftt^ 
upon his support, and that he should coontenanoe my 
quaoeL Directly after paying my homage to.her high- 
ness, I went up to tiie Countess Ida, and made her a 
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anked and low obeiMoice, gasnig aft hat altadily in the 
free imtil the grew erimm red; and then itadng sound . 
at every man who fiyrmed her ciiele, until, ma foi^ 

I stared them all away. I instructed Magny to say, 
everywhere, that the countess was madly in love with 
me; which commission, along with many others of mine, 
the poor devil waa obliged to perfaraL He made lather 
a ioite /igurey as the franoh say, acting the pioneer for 
me, pvaiaing me e? ei yw L ere, aeeompanying me always! 
he who had been the pink of the mode until my arrival; 
he who thought his pedip^'ec of hoprprarly barons of 
Magny was supeiior to the race of jzn-at Irish kings 
£rom whidi 1 descended; who had sneered at m(^ a hunr 
dnd times as a gpadasrin, a deserter, and had oalled me 
a vulgar Lriih upstart Kow I had my revenge of the 
geatliCTnfm, and iock it too* 

I used to call him, in the choicest societies, by his 
Christian name of Maxime. I would say, **ilon jour, 
Maxime; comment vas tu?*^ in the princess's hearing, 
and could see him bite his lips for fury and vezatkm. 
But I had him uadsv my thumb, and her Kigimaatt too 
— I, poor private of Bi^Va regiment And thn is a 
proof €i what genius and persevenisee oen do, aBMi 
should act as a warning to great people never to have 
secretSj if they can help it. 

I knew the princess hated me, but what did I care? 
Blie knew I knew all, and indeed, I believe, so strong 
was har prejndiee against me, that she thought I waa 
an indeliiMtte villain, capable of betraying a lady, which 
I would scorn to do; so that she trembled before me as 
a child before its schoolmaster. She w^ould, in her 
"Womau's way, too, make all sorts of jokes and sneers at 
ne on reception dayS| and ask about my palace in ire> 
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land, and the kings, my ancestora, and whether, when 
• I wu a prirate in fiiiloVs ^oot, my royal relatives had 
interposed to leacne me, and whether the cane was 

smartly administered there, — anything to mortify me. 
But Heaven bless you! I cau make allowances for 
people, and used to laugh in her face. Whilst her 
gibes and jeers were contuming, it was my pleasure to 
look at poor Magny and see how he bore them. The 
poor deyil was tremhling lest I should hreak oat under 
Ihe princess's saroasms and tell all; bat my revenge 
was, when the princess attacked me, to say something 
bitter to him^ — to pass it on as boys do at school. And 
that was the thing wliich used to make her highness 
feeL She would wince just as much when 1 attacked 
Magny as if I had been saying anything rode to herself 
And, thoogh she hated me, she nsed to beg my pard^m 
in private; and though her pride would often get the 
better of her, yet her prudence obliged this magnificent 
princess to humble herself to the poor penniiess 
Imkboy. 

As soon as Magny had foiTnally withdrawn from the 
Coontess Ida, the princess took the yoong lady into 
fitvoor i^ain, and pretended to be very fond of her. To 
do Ihem justice I don't know which ihe two disliked 

me most, — the princess, who was all eagerness, and 
fire, and coquetry, or the countess, who was all state and 
splendour. The latter, especially, pretended to be dia- 
gosted by me; and yet, after all, I have pleased her 
betters, was once one of the handsomest men in Europe, 
and' would defy any heyduo of the court to measure a 
chest or a leg with me; but I did not care for any of 
her silly prejudices, and determined to win her and wear 
her in spite of hersclL Was it on account of her per- 
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Mfial ehanns or qiuiiities? Vo* fflio mm quite white, 
fld&y ahort-fnghtedy tall, and awlcward,^ and my taate is 

quite the contrary; and as for her mind, no wonder that 
a poor creature who had a hankering after a wretched 
ragged ensign could never appreciate me. It was her 
estate I made love to; as for herself, it would he a 
lefleotien on my taate aa a man of tehion to own that I 
liked her. 



CHAi'lEil XL 

In Whioh the Lnok Ctoti Agaloft Barry. 

Mt hopes of obtaining the hand of one of the rioheat 
heiieaaea in Qennany were now, aa &r aa all human 
probability went, mi aa to aa my own merita and 

prudence 6ould secure my fortune, pretty certain of com- 
pletion. I was admitted whenever I presented myself 
at the princess's apartments, and had as frer|iient op- 
portunities as I desired of seeing the Countess Ida there. 
I cannot aay that ahe leceiyed me witii any partieular 
iiTonr; the ailly young ereatuie'a affeotlona were, aa I 
hare aaid, engaged ignobly elsewhere; and, however 
captivating my own person and manners may have been, 
it was not to be expected that she should all of a sudden 
forget her lover for the sake of the younp: Irish gentle- 
man who was paying his addresses to her. But suoh 
little lebufGi aa I got were £ur from discouraging me. 
I had very powerM finendSi who were to aid me in my 
undertaking; and knew that, sooner or later, the victory 
must be mine. In fact, I only waited my time to press 
my suit. Who could tell the dreadful stroke of fortune 
which was impending over my illustrious protectress, and 
which was to in^lve me partially in her ruin? 
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All tiiiiigs seemed for awhile quite prosperous to my 
Vifllw; and, in spite of ihe'CoimteBs Ida's diwiiolinathm, 
it was nmoh easier to bring her to ber senses than, perhaps, 

may be sui)post'd in a silly, constitutional country like 
England, where people iire brought up with those whole- 
Bomo sentiments of obedience to ro3'alty, which were 
fiiutomaiy in Europe at ih» tioae when I was a young 
man. 

I baye stated bow, tbrougb Magny, I bad tbe 
prineess, as it were, at mj feet. Her highness bad only 

to press the match upon the old duke, over whuui her 
influence was unbounded, and to secure the good- will of 
the Countess of Liliengarten (which was the romantic 
title of bis bigbness's mozganatic spouse), and the easy 
old man would give an order for tbe marriage, wbiob 
bis ward would perforce obey. Uadame de TiiHengarten 
was too, from ber position, extremely anxious to oblige 
the Princess Olivia, who might be called upon any day 
to occupy the throne. The old duke was tottering, 
apoplectic, and exceedingly fond of good living. When 
be was gone, his reliot would find the patronage of the • 
Soobasa Olivia most neoessary to ber. Henoe there wm 
a olose nmtoal undecstaiiding between the two ladies, 
and the world said that the hereditary princess was 
already indebted to the favourite for help on various 
occasions. Her highness had obtaiaed, through the 
countess, several largo grants of money for the payment 
of ber mnltifarions debts; and she was now good enough 
to exert ber gracious inftuenoa over Kadame de lilisn* 
garten in order to obtain fin: me the objeet so near my 
heart. It is not to be supposed that my end was to be 
obtained without continual unwiUingness and refusals on 
Magny's part, but X puab^d j^y point resolutely and. had 
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means in my hands of ovetcaasis^ the stabbonmefls of 
that feeble young gentleman. Also, I may say, withoot 
Tanity, that if the high and mighty prinoess detested 

me, the countess (though she was of extremely low 
origin, it is said) liad better taste and admired me. She 
often did us tlie liojiour to go partners with us in one 
of our faro banks, and deelared that I was the hand- 
somest man in the duchy. All I was required to prore 
was my nobility, and I got at Vienna snoh a pedigree 
as would satisfy the most greedy in that way. In fact, 
what had a man descended IVoni the Barrys and the 
Bradys to fear before any von in Oonnany? liy way of 
making assurance doubly sure, 1 promised Madame de 
liliengarten ten thousand louis on the day of my mar- 
riage, and ah& knfiw that as a playman I had never 
Med in my word, and I vow, that had I paid fifty per 
cent, for it, I wotdd have got the money. 

Thus by my talents, honesty, and acuteness, I liad, 
considering I was a ]n)OV patronless outcast, raised for 
myself very powerful protectors. Va'ou liis Highness the 
Duke Victor was favourably inclined to me, for, his 
&Yoarite ohaiger falling ill of the staggers, I gave him a 
ball such as my uncle Brady used to administer, and 
cured the horse, after which his highness was pleased to 
notice me frequcntl}-. He invited mo to his hunting 
and shooting parties, wliere T sliowed myself to be a 
good sportsman, and once or twice he condescended to 
talk to me about my prospects in life, lamenting that 
I had taken to gambling, and that I had not adopted a 
more regular means of advancemeni' "Sir," said I, "if 
you will allow me to speak frankly to your liighness, 
play with me is only a means to an end. Where should 
I have been without it? A private still in Xiug Jbre- 
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deric's grenadiers. I come of a i*ace which gave princes 
to my country; but persecutions have deprived them of 
their vast possessions. My uncle's adherence to his 
' tiieieiit droye him firom our countEy, I too resolved 
to seek adYancement in the military service; but the 
insolenoe and ill-treatment which I received at iiie hands 
of the English were not bearable by a high-bom gentle- 
man, and I fled their service. It was only to fall into 
another bondage to all appearance still more hopeless, 
when my good star sent a preserver to me in my imde^ 
and my d^irit and gallantry enabled me to take advan- 
tage of &e means of escape afforded me. Since ttien 
we have Hved, I do not disguise it, by play; but who 
can say I have done him a wrong? Yet, if I could find 
myself in an honourable post, and with an assured 
maintenance, I would never, except for amusement, such 
as evevy gentleman must have, touch a card again. 
I beseech your highness to inquire of your resident at 
Berlin if I did not on every occasion act as a gallant 
soldier. I feel that I have talents of a higher ord^, 
and should be proud to have occasion to exert them, 
if, as I do not doubt^ my fortune shall bring them into 
play;' 

The candour of this statement struck his highness 
greatiiy, and impressed him in my fieivoury and he was 
pleased to say that he believed me^ and would be glad 
to stand my f^end. 

Having thus the two dukes, the duchess, and the 
reigning favourite enlisted on my side, the chances cer- 
tainly were that I should carry off the great prize; and 
I Gughty according to aU common calculations^ to have 
been a prince of the empire at this present writing, but 
that my ill luck pursQied me in a matter in which I 
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was not the least to blame — the unhappy duchess's 
attachment to the weak, silly, cowardly Frenchmaa. The 
disj^y of this lore was paiiiM to witness, as its end 
was fiightM to think o£ The princess made no dis* 

guise of it. K Map^ny spoke a word to a lady of her 
household, she would be jealous, and attack with all the 
fury of her tongue the unlucky oliender. 8he would 
send him a half-dozen of notes in the day: at his 
iiriTal to join her eizde or the oonxts which she held, 
she would brighten up, so that all might peicetfe. It 
was a wonder that her hnshand had not long ere Hds 
been made aware of her faithlessness, but the Prince 
V ictor \vas himself of so high and stern a nature that he 
could not believe in her stooping so far Irom her rank 
as to foiget her virtue; and I have heard say, that when 
hints were prm to him of the erident paztiality which 
flie princess showed tov 12ie equerry, his answer was a 
stem command never more to be troubled on ihe enbjeci 
**The princess is light-minded," he said, "she was brought 
up at a frivolous court; but her folly goes not beyond 
coquetry, crime is impossible; she luis her birth, and my 
name, and her children, to defend her.'' And he would 
ride off to his military inspections and be absent for 
"Wmka, at retire to his suite of apartments, and remain 
closeted there whole days, only appearing to make a 
bow at her highness's levee, or to give lier his hand at 
the court galas, where ceremony rcijuirud that he should 
appear. He was a man of yulgar tastes, and I have 
seen him -in the private garden, with his great ungainly 
figue, nmning races, or playing at ball with his little 
son and daughter, whom hie would find a dozen pretexts 
daily for visiting. The serene children were brought 
to their mother every morning at her toiicltu, but islie 
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received them very indifibreutly, except on one occasion, 
wh&a the young Duke Ludwig got his little uniform as 
colonel of hiUNMUCBi being presented with a regiment hj 
his godfother, the Empem Leopold. Then» for a day or 
two, the Bachets Olim was channed with the little 
"boy; but she grew tired of him speedily, as a child does 
of a toy. I remember one da\', in the morning-circle, 
some of the princesses rouge came off on the arm of her 
son'ft little white military jacket; on ^vhich she slapped 
tilie poor child's face, and sent him eobbing away. Oh 

woes that hare been, worked by women in. tliia 
woildl the misery into which men hare lightly stepped 
with smiling faces, uitcn not even with tlie excuse of 
passion, but from mere foppery, vanity, and bravado! 
Men i)lay with these dreadful two-edged tools, as if no 
harm could come to them. I, who have seen more of 
life than most men, if I had a son, wonld go on my 
knees to him and beg him to ayoid woman, who is 
worse than poi8<m. Once intrigue, and yonr wbole life 
is endangered; yon never know when the evil may lull 
upon you, and the woe of wliole families, and the ruin 
of innocent people perfectly dear to you, may be caused 
by a moment of your folly. 

When I saw how en&ely lost the unlndqr Monsieor 
de Hagny seemed to be, in spite of all claims I had 
against him, I urged him to fly. He had rooms in the 
palace, in the garrets over the princess's quarters (the 
building was a huge one, and accommodated almost a 
city of noble retainers of the family); but the infatuated 
young fool would not budge, although he had not eyen 
the of love for staying. ''How she squints,** he 

would say of ihe princess, ''and how crooked Ae is! She 
thinks no one can peicei\ c her deformity, bhe rates 
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me verses out of Gresset or Crebillon, and fanoies I 
believe llieni to be original. Bab! they are no more ber 
own than her hair is!" It was in this way that the 
Wietohed lad was dancing over the ruin that was 
yawning under him, I do believe that his chief pleamne 
in making lore i;o tlie prinoeas waa, that he mig^t write 
about his Tiotories to his ftiends of the petites 
at Paris, where he longed to be considered a wit and 
a vahiqnmr <le dames. 

Seeing the young man's recklessuesBy and tlie danger 
of his position, I became very anxious that my little 
floheme dioald be lurought to a satisfactory end, and 
pressed him warmly on the matter* 

My solicitations with him were, I need not say, ftom 
Hie nature of the connection between us, generally pretty 
successful; and, in fact, the poor fellow could refii^r me 
nothing^ as I used often laughingly to say to him, very 
little to his liking. But I used more than threats, or the 
bg^fanate influence I had over him. I used delicacy 
and generosity; as a proof of which, I may mention tiiat 
I promised to give back to the princess the family 
emerald, which I mentioned in the last chapter, that I 
had won from her unprincipled admirer at play. 

This was done by my uncle's consent, and was one 
<tf the usual acts of prudence and foresight which dis^ 
tingoiah ihat eleyer man. ^Ptess the matter now, 
Bedmond, my boy,*' he would urge. **This aflhir between 
her highness and Magny must end ill for both of them 
and that soon, and where will be your chance to win 
the countess then? Now is your time! win her and 
wear hier before the month is over, and we will giye up 
Hie punting business, and go lire like noblemen at our 
castle in Birabia. Oet rid of fliat emerald, too/' he 
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added; "should an accident happen, it will be an ugly 
depoeit found in our band." XIub it was that made mc 
agree to forego the poaseaBUOi of the trinket, whichi I 
must eonfefls, I was loth to part with. It was hicky tofi 

lis both that I did, as you shall presently hear. 

Meanwhile, then, 1 urged Magny: I myself spoke 
strongly to the Countess of Liliengarten, who promised 
formally to back my claim with his highness the reigning 
dnke; and Monsieur de Magny was instructed to induce 
the Princess Amelia to make a similar applicaticiL to the 
old soyereign In my behalf. It was done. The tm 
ladies urged the prince; his highness (at a supper af 
oysters and champagne) was brought to consent, and her 
highness the hereditary princess did me the honour of, 
notifying personally to the Countess Ida that it was the 
prince's will that she should many the yoong Irish 
nohlemauy the Chevalier Bedmond de Balibari, The 
notification was made in my presence; and &ough the 
young countess said "Never!" and fell down in a swoon 
at her lady's feet, I was, you may be sure, entirely un- 
concerned at this httle display of mawkish Benaihility^ 
and felt, indeed, now tjiat my prize was secure. 

That evening I gave the Chevalier de Magny the 
emerald, which he promised to restore to the princess; 
and now the only difficulty in my way lay with the 
hereditary prince, of whom his father, his wife, and the 
favourite, were alike afraid, lie might not be disposed 
to allow the richest heiress in his duchy to he carried a£i 
by a noblei though not a wealthy foreigner. Time was 
neoesaary in order to hreak the matter to Prinoe Yictoe. 
The prinoees must find him at some moment of good 
humour. He had days of in&tuation still, when he could 
refuse his wit'e nothing; and our plan was to wait for 
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m €k£ tbese^' or for toy ot^ier Qhaaoe wlddi mii^ 

Bat it WB0 dettjaod that thi0 Pri n ft ooi should nom 
see her husbimd at her feet, as ofleii as he Imd been. 

Tate was preparing a terrible endiiiii- to her follies, and 
my own hope. In spite of his solemn j)roinises to 
me, Maguy never restored the emerald to the Pnncess 
Amalift, 

He had heard, in casual interoouTse with me, thai 
my nnde and I had been beholden to Mr. Ifbses Lowe, 
the banker of Hei^lberg, who had given ns a good 

price for our valuables; and the infatuated young man 
took a pretext to go thither, and offered the jewel for 
pawn. Moses Ji>we recognised the emerald at once, 
gave Maguy the sum the latter demanded, which the 
cheyalier lost presently at play; never, yon may be sore, 
acquainting us with the means 1)} which he had made 
himself master of so much capital. We, for our parts, 
supposed that he had been supplied by his usual banker, 
the princtess; and many rouleaux of his gold pieces found 
their way into our treasuiy, when at the court galas, at 
oar own lodgings, or at the apartments of Madame da 
miengarten (who on these ooeasions dU us the honoiir 
to go halves >ith us) we held our bank of fazo. 

Thus Magny's money was veiy soon gone. But 
though tiie Jew held his jewel, of thrice the value no 
doubt, of the sums he had lent upon it, that was not all 
the pro&t which he intended to have from his unhappy 
ereditor, over whom he began speedily to exetoise hSm 
antiiorily. His Hebrew connections at X — , money- 
bvokersy bankers, hmfse-dealers, about the eourt ttieie, 
must have told their Heidelberg brother what Magny's 
iciatious with the princess were^ and the rascal deter- 
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mined to take adTaatage of these, and to praw to the 
utmoBt both yictuBs. My nude and I were, meaziwhile, 
swimining upon the high tide of foftune, prospering vnHk 
oar cards, and with the still greater matrimonial game 
which we were j)layiiig; and we were quite unaware of 
the mine under our feet. 

Before a month was passed, the Jew began to pester 
Magny. He presented himself at X — , and asked for 
farther interest — hnsh-moneyy otherwise he must sell 
tiie emerald. Magny got money for faim; tiie princess 
again befriended her dastardly lover. The success of 
the first demand only rendered the second more ex- 
orbitant. I know not how much money was extorted 
and paid on this unlucky emerald; but it was the cause 
of the ndn of us alL 

One night we were keeping our table as usual at the 

Countess of Lilicngarten's, and Magny being in cash 
somcliow kept drawing out rouleau after rouleau, and 
playing with his common ill-success. In the middle of 
the play a note was brou^t in to him, which he read^ 
and turned Tory pale on perusing; hut the luck was 
against him,, asd looking up rather anxiously at the 
clock, he waited for a few more turns of the cards, and 
having, I suppose, lost his last rouleau, he got up with 
a wild oath that seared sonic of the polite company 
assembled, and left the room, A great trampling of 
horses was heard without, but we were too much engaged 
with ma business to heed the noise^ and continued our 
play. 

Plesently some one came into the play -room and 
said to the countess, "Here is a strange story! A Jew 
has been murdered in the Xai^erwald. Magny was 
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arrested when lie went out of the loom." All the party 
broke up hearing this strange news, and we shut up our 
bauk for the night Magny had beesi ntting hj me 
during the play (my nnele dealt and I paid and took the 
money), and, looking under the chair there was a 
crumpled paper, which 1 tuuk up and read. It was that 
which had been delivered to him and ran thus: 

"If yoH have done it » take thr o< rfr/iy*« korse who brings this. It is the 
best of niy stable. There are n hiiiidn .7 louif^ in nidi Imlslcr, and Ihe pistols 
are loaded* Either course lies open to yon; yon know what I mean- In a " 
quarter of an hour I shall know our fate — whether lam to be dishonotsred 
and eunivB pm, whelher you are ifiutff amd a comardg or wkelkar yon are 
AiU vorffty of the name of M.** 

This was in tlie hand-writing of the old General de 
^agiiy; and my uncle and 1, as we walked home at 
nighty haviog made and divided with the Counteaa 
LLUengarten no inconsidemble profits that night, felt our 
tdumpha greatly daahed by ^e perusal of the letteci 
''Has Magny,'' we asked, ''robbed the Jew, or has his 
iiihi^^ue been discovered?" In either case, my claims 
on the Countess Ida were likely to meet with serious 
drawbacks; and I began to feel that my ''great card'' 
was played end perhaps lost. 

WeU it was lost; though I say, to this day^ it was 
well and gallantly played. After supper (which wa 
never for fear of consequences took during play), I be- 
came so agitated in my mind as to what was occurring 
that I determined to sally out a})out midnight into the 
town, and inquire what was the real motive of Magny's 
SfipKeliension. A sentry was at the door, and signified 
to me that I and my undo were under anest 

We were left in our quarters to six weeks so oh)sely 
watched that escape was impossible, had we desired it; 
but, as innocent men, we had nothing to fear. Our 
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course of life was open to all^ and we desired and 
courted inquiry. Great and tragical eyentft happened 
dnxii^ ttixme six ipeeks, of whieh, thoogfa we heard the 
outliney as all Europe did, when we were i^deaaed from * 
our captivity we were yet far from xmdeTBtanding all 
the particulars, wliich were not much known to me for 
many years after. Hen* they arc as they were told me 
by the lady, who of all the world, perhaps was most 
likely to know them. But the nanmtiTe h|ui best fozm 
the coBtentB of another diapter. 

CHAPTEK Xn. 

Oontalm the TMgioal History of the Princeif of Z-^ 

MoKS than twenty yeaxs after the eyents described 
in the past chapten I waa walking with m j Lady Lynr 
dMy in Uie Botanda, at Banelagh. It was in ike year 

1790; the emij^ation from France had already com- 
menced', the old counts and marquises were thronp^ing to 
our shores, not starving; and miserable as one saw them 
a few years afterwards, but unmolested as yet, and 
hringhig with them some token of their national splen* 
door. I waa walking with Lady Lyndon, who pro- 
Torbially jealous and always anzioiis to annoy me, spied 
out a foreign lady who was evideutl}^ i-eniarking me, 
and of course asked who was the hideous fat Dutch- 
woman who was leering at me so? I knew her not in 
the least I £elt I had seen the lady's fisuie somewhere 
(it was now, as my wife said, enoimously fht and 
bloiited), but I did not reco^iise in the beaver of tiiat 
ftice one who had been among the most beautiful women 
in Germany in her dttf* 
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It was BO other than Hiidaiiie de LQiengaiten, iJto 
minims, or as some said the morganatic wife, of the old 

Bake of X — , Duke Yictor^s father. She had left X— 
a few months after tlic elder duke's demise, had gone to 
Paris, as I heard, where some unprincipled adventurer 
had married her for her money; but, however, had al- 
ways letained her quasi-royal tide, and protended, amidst 
tiie great laughter of the Parisians who frequented her 
house, to the honours and ceremonial of a soTerei^u's 
widow. She had a throne erected in her state-room, 
and was styled hy her servants and those who wished 
to pay court to her, or borrow money from her^ ''Altesse." 
Beport said she drank xailM copiously — certainly h^ 
&C6 bore every mark of tiiat habit, and had lost the 
rosy, frank, good-humoured beauty which had ohaimed 
the sovereip;n who had eunobkd her. 

Although she did not address me in the circle at 
Hanelagh, 1 was at this period as well known us the 
Prince of Wales, and she had no di^ulty in fi«4'"g my 
house in Berkeley Square, whither a note was next 
morning despatched to me. ^An old Mend of Hcnsieur 
de Balibari," it stated (in extremely bad Trench), ''is 
anxious to see the Chevalier a^ain and to talk over old 
liappy times, llosina de Lilienfrarten (can it be that 
Redmond Ealibari has forgotten herr) will be at her 
house in Leicester fields all the morning looking for one 
who would never hare passed her by twenif year$ ago.'' 

Boeina of Idliengarten it was, indeed — such a fhll- 
blown Bosma I have seldom seen. I found her in a 
decent first-Hoor in Leicester Tields (tlie poor soul fell 
much lower afterwards) drinking tea, which had some- 
how a very strong smell of brandy in it; and after salu- 
taliofis, which would be more tedious to xeeount than 
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ihey -were to' perfoHn, and after fEurther stcaggling eon- 
Tenation, she gaTB me briefly iiie following naisatiTe of 
the events in X — , -which I may well entire i3io "Prii*- 

€€ss's Tragedy.'* 

"You remember Monsieur cle Geldem, the police 
mimster. He was of Dutch extraction, and, what is 
more, of a family of Dutch Jews. Although every body 
was ftware of tids blot in his soutoheon, he was mortally 

angry if ever his origin was suspected; and made up for 
his father's errors by outrageous professions of religion, 
and the most austere practices of devotion. He visited 
church ^very morning, confessed once a-week, and liated 
Jews and Protestant» as much as an inquisitor could do. 
He never lost an opportunity of proving his sineeiityy 
by persecuting one or Ihe o<her whenever oceasbn fii^ 
in his way. 

"He hated the princess mortally; for her highness in 
some whim had insulted him with his origin, caused 
pork to be removed from before him at table, or injured 
him in some such silly way; and he had a violent 
animosity to Ihe old Baron de Hagny, both in his capar 
city of Ftotesianty and because the latter in some haughty 
mood had publicly turned his back upon hira as a sharper 
and a spy. Perpetual quarrels were taking place be- 
tween them in council, where it was onlv the presence 
of his august masters that restrained the baron from 
publicly and frequently expressing the contem^ which 
he felt for the oficer of police. 

**Thus Geldem had hatred as one reason'for ruining 
the princess, and it is my belief he had a stronger 
motive still — interest. You remember whom the duke 
married, after the death of his iirst wife? — a piincess 
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of the house of F — . Geldem built Ids line palace two 
years after, and, as I feel eonviiieed, witli the money 
which was paid to him by the F — family for for- 
irardiiig the match. 

''To go to Pcmoe Yiotor/ and lepoii to hia highniwi 
a ease which every body knew, was not by any means 
Geldem's desire. He knew the man would be ruined 
for ever in the prince's estimation wlio carried him in- 
telligence so disastrous. His aim, therefore, was, to leave 
the matter to explain itself to his highness^ and, when 
the time was ripe, he cast about for a meami of earrying 
bia paint. He had spies in the bouses of ilie elder and 
younger Magny; bat ^s yon knoWy of conTse, feom year 
experience of Continental customs. » AVe had all spies 
over each other. Your black (Zamor, 1 think, was his 
name) used to give me reports every morning; and I 
used to entertain the dear old duke with stories of 
yon and your unele practising pioquet and dice in the 
momingy and with your quarreb and intrigues. We 
levied similar oontribuMons on erery body in X — , to 
amuse the dear old man. Monsieur de Magny's valet 
used to report both to me and Monsieur de (Tcldem. 

^'I knew of the £act of the emerald being in pawn; 
and it wa$ out of my exchequer that the poor princess 
diew the fdnds which were spent upon the odious Lowe, 
and the still more worthless young cfaevaHw. How the 
princess could trust the latter as she persisted in doing, 
is beyond my comprehension; but there is no infatuation 
like that of a woman in love: and you will remark, my 
dear Monsieur de Balibaa, that our sex generally hx 
a bad man.'* 

''Not always^ madam,'' I interposed; ''yonr humble 
servant baa omted many such attaehments.^ 
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"I do not see that that affects the truth of the 
yKfj^ikm/' said the old lady dxyljy sad continued her 
naaatire. ^The Jew who held the emeisld had had 

many dealings with the princess , and at last was offered 
a bribe of such magnitude, that he determined to give up 
the pledge. He committed the inconceivable impmdence 
of hiinging the emacaLd with him to i — , and waited 
on Magny^ wiio was provided hy the piineess with the 
money to redeem the pledge, and was aetuaUy ready 
to pay it. 

"Their interview took place in Magny^s own apart- 
ments, when his valet overheard every word of their 
conversation. The young man, who was always utterly 
oareless of money when it was in his po.^seasiony was so 
easy in offering it, thai Lowe rose in his demflndB, and 
had Hie oonsdenoe to ask donhle the sum for which he 
had preriouBly stipulated. 

"At this the chevalier lost all patience, fell on ttie 
wretch, and was for killing him, when the opportune 
valet rushed in and saved him. The man had heard 
every word of the conversation hetvreen the dispatants, 
and the Jew ran flying with term into his arms; and 
Ifagny, a qinck and paasionatey bat not a violent man, 
bade ibe servant lead the villain down stairs^ aiidlliou^ 
no more of him. 

"Perhaps he was not sorry to he rid of him, and to 
have in his possession a large sum of money, four thou- 
sand ducats^ with which he conld tempt fortune once 
morei as yon Imow he did at yonr table that ni^it'' 

"Yopr ladyship went halves, madam,'' said I; ^and 
yon know how little I was the better for my winnings.'* 

"The man conducted the trembling Israelite out of 
the palace, and no sooner had seen him lodged at the 
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house of one of his brethren, where he was accustomed 
to put up, . than he went away to the office of his 
excellency the minister of police, and narrated eveiy irovd 
of the conversation wMdi had taken place between the 
jew and his master. 

*'Geldcm expressed the greatest satisfaction at his 
spy's prudence and fidelity. He gave him a purse of 
twenty ducats, and promised to provide iior him hand- 
somely, as grea{ men do sometimes promise to reward 
their instroments; but yon, Honsienr de Balihaii, know 
how seldom those promises are kept. 'Now, go and 
find out/ said Monsieur de Geldem, 'at what time the 
Israelite proposes to return home again, or whether he 
will repent, and take the money.' The man went on 
this errand. Meanwhile, to make matters sure^ Geldem 
arranged a play-party at my house^ inviting you thither 
with your bai^, as you may remember; and finding* 
means, at the same time, to let Maxime de Magny know 
that there was to be faro at Madame de Lilicn marten's. 
It was an invitation the poor fellow never neglected." 

I remembered the facts, and listened on, amazed at 
the artifice of the infernal minister of policy. 

''The spy came hack £x>m his message to Lowe, and 
stated that he had made inquiiies among fiie servants 
of the house where the Heidelberg banker lodged, and 
that it was the latter's intention to leave "W — that 
afternoon. He travelled by liimself, riding an old 
horse, exceedingly humbly attired, after the manner of 
his people. 

'''Johann/ said the minister, clapping the pleased 
qpy upon the shoulder, 'I am move uid more pleased 
with you. I have been thinking, since you left me, of 

your intelligence, and the faithful manner in which you» 
l^uckeray, Miscellaniet* VU 14 
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have served me; and shall soon hnd an occasion to place 
you according to your merita, Whichi way does this 
Inaelitisli Booundrel take?' 
*^ 'He goes to E — to-iiig^' 

^ 'And must pass by the EaiserwaUL Are you a maa. 

of courage, Johaiin Xerner?' 

"Will your excellency try me?' said the man, his 
eyes glitter! ns;; *I served through the Seven Years' War^ 
and was never known to £sbil there*' 

"'Now, listen. The emerald must be taken from 
liiat Jew; in the yery keeping it the sconndiel has 
eommittod hig^ treason. To the man who brings nha 
that emerald I swear I will give five hundred louis. 
You understand why it is necessary that it should be 
restored to her highness. I need say no more/ 

^^^You shall have it to-night, sir,' said the man* 
^Of course your cacedlency will hold me harmleae in casa 

^''PahaP answevad the minister; will pay you half 

the money beforehand; such is my confidence in you. 
Accident's impossible, if you take your measures pro- , 
perly. There are four leagues of wood; the Jew rides 
slowly. It will he night before he can reach, let us say, 
tiie old Powder-Mill in Hie wood. What's to prcfv^ 
yon &om patting a lope across the road^ and dealing 
wilii him there? Be back with me this e^ning at 
supper. 11* you meet any of tlie patrol, say '4bxes are 
loose," — that's the word for to-night. They will let 
you pass them without questions.' 

''The man went off quite charmed with his com- 
mission; and whsxi Magny was losing his money at oar 
fkro-table, his servant waylaid the Jew at the spot named 
the Powder-MiU. in the Saiserwald. The Jew's horse 

j 
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stumbled oyer a rope which had been placed across the 
road; and^ as the lider fell groaning to the ground, 
Jofaann Kemer nuihed out on him^ masked, and pistc^ 
in handy and demanded his monej. He had no ymh 

to kill the Jew, I believe, unless his resistance should 
render extreme measures necessarv. 

"Nor did he commit any such murder; for, as the 
yelling Jew roared for mercy, and his assailant menaced 
him wil^ tiie pistol, a sqnad of patrol came up, and kid 
hold of tlie robber and "ttie wonnded man. 

''Xemer swore an oath. 'You have eome too soon/ 

wld he to the sergeant of the police. ''Foxes are loose.* 
'Some are caught/ said tlic sergeant, quite unconcerned; 
and bound the fellow's hands with the rope which he 
had stretched across the road to entrap the Jew» He 
ipas placed behind a policeman on a hozse; Lowe was 
similarly aoeommodated, and i2ie party thus came back 
into Hie town as tiie nigfat fell. 

"They were taken forthwith to the police quarter; 
and, as the chief happened to be there, they Mx-ro 
examined by his excellency in person. Both were 
rigorously seardied; the- Jew's papers and cases taken 
from him; the jewel was found in a private pocket As 
ftr the spy, the minister, looking at him angrily, said, 
'Why, this is the servant of the Chevalier de Magny, 
one of her highness's equerries!* and, without hearing 
a word in exculpation from tlie poor frightened wretch, 
ordered him into close confinement. 

Galling for his horse, he then rode to the pnnce's 
apartments at the palaee, and asked to an instant 
aodience. When admitted, he produced the emerald. 
'This jewel,' said he, *has been found on the person 
of a Heidelberg Jew, who haa been here repeatedly of 
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late, and has had many dealings with her highnesa'a 

equerry, the CheYalier de Magny. This aft^noon the 

chevalier came from liis master's lodgings, accompanied 
by the llebrew; ^\as heard to make inquiries as to the 
route the man intended to take on his way homewards; 
followed him, or preceded him rather , and was found 
in the act of rifling his yictun hy my police in the 
Eaiserwald. The man will confess nothing; hut, oaoi 
being searched, a large sum in gold was found on his 
person ; and lliuugli it is with the utmost pain that I can 
bring myself to entertain snch an opinion, and to implicate 
a gentleman of the character aoid name of Monsieur 
de Magny^ I do submit that our duty is to have the 
chevalier examined relative to the aiCair. As Monsieur 
de Magny is in her highness's private service, and in 
her confidence, I have heard, I would not venture to 
apprehend liim without your highness's permission.* 

"The princes master of the horse, a friend of the 
old Baron de Magny, who was present at the interview, 
no soorrer heard the strange intelligence, tlian he hastened 
away to the old general with the dreadful news of his 
grandscm's supposM crime. Perhaps his highness himself 
was not unwilling that his old friend and tutor-in-arms 
should have the chance of saving his family from disgrace; 
at all events, Monsieur de Ilengst, the master of the horse, 
was permitted to go off to the baron undisturbed, and 
break to him the intelligence of the aocusation pending 
over the unfortunate chevalier. 

''It is possible that he expected some such dreadful 
catasti'ophe , for, after hearing Hengst's narrative (as the 
latter aftcnvards told me), he only said, 'Heaven's will 
be done!' for some time refused to stir a step in the 
matter, and then only by the solicitation of his £neni4 
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MS induced to mite the letter wluch Mazime de Ifagny 
leceiyed at oar play-table. 

"Whilst he was there » squandering the princess's 
money, u police visit was paid to his apartments, and a 
hundred proofs, not of his guilt with respect to the rob- 
beiy, but of his guilty connection with the princess, were 
discovered there, — tokens of her giving, paseionate 
letters ftom her, copies of his own c<Nrre8pond6noe to his 
young fiiends at Paris, — all of which the police minister 
perused, and carefully put together under seid lor his 
highness, rrince \ iotor. 1 have no doubt lie perused 
them, for, on delivering them to the liereditary prince, 
Geldern said that, in obedience to his highnesses orders^ 
he had collected the chevalier's papers, hut he need not 
say that, on his honour, he (Geldem) himself had never 
examined the documents. Bis difference with Messieurs 
de Magny was known; he begged his highness to employ 
any other ofScial person in the judgment of the accusa- 
tion brought against the young chevalier. 

'^All these things were going on while the chevalier 
ivas at play. A run of luck — you had great lack in 
Ihose days, M<msieuT de BaUbari — was against him* 
He staved and lost his 4000 ducats; he received his 
uncle's note , and , such was the infatuation of the 
wi'ctched gambler, that, on receipt of it, he went down 
to the court-yard, where the horse was in waiting, ab- 
iolutely took the money which the poor old gentleman 
hsd placed in the saddle-holsterB, brought it up stairs^ 
played it, and lost it, and when he issued from tiie room 
to Hy, it was too late; he was placed in an-est at the 
bottom of my staircase, as you were upon entering your 
own home. 

"£veii when he came in under the charge of the 
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loUiety weak to amat Idm, the old general, wlio .was 
waiting, waa oTegoyed to see lum, and flung Immeit 
into the lad's arms, and embraced him, it was said, for j 

the first time in many years. *Hc is here, gentlemen/ 
he sobbed out, — ^thank God he is not guilty of the 
robbery!' and then sank back in a cliair in a burst of 
emotion^ painful, it was said by those present, to witneFs 
on the part of a man so brave, and known to be so ooM 
and stem. 

'Robbery!' said the young man, 'I sMar befoie 

Heaven i am guilty of none!' and a scene of almost 
touching reconciliation ^vas passed between them, l^efore 
the unhappy young man was led from the guardhouae 
into the prison which he was destined never to quit 

'^That night tiie duke looked over the p^era which 
Geldem had brooght to him. It' waa at a yevy eaaiy 
stage of the pemsal, no doubt, that he gave orders fat 
your arrest; for you were taken at midnight, Magny at 
ten o'clock, after which time the old Baron de ^lagny 
had seen his highness, protesting of his grandson's inno- 
cence, and the prince had received him most graciouslj 
and kindly. His highnoBS said he had no doabt tha 
young man waa innoeent, his birUi and his blood^ciendered 
txkok a crime impossible; but suspicion was too strong 
against him; he was known to have been that day i 
closeted with the Jew; to liave received a vers' large 
sum of money which he squandered at play, and of 
which the Hebrew had, doubtless, been the lender, — to | 
have despatohed his servant after him, who inqiiiied the 
hour of the Jew's departme, lay in wait for him, and 
rifled him. Suspicion was so strong against the chevalier, 
that common justice required his arrest, and, meanwhile, 

until he cleai:ed himself, he should be kept in not dia- 
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honourable durance, and ovcry regard had for his name, 
and the services of his honoiirablo p^andfather. With 
this assurance, and with a warm gras]) of the hand, the 
phnce left old General de Magny that night, and the 
Teteran retired to rest, almost conaoled and oonfidflnt ia 
Ifozmie's erentnal and immediflte releass. 

''Bat in the morning, before daybreak, iSbb priaoe^ 
who had been reading papers all night, wildly called tt) 
the page, who slept in th(^ next room across the door, 
bade him get horses, which were always kept in readi- 
ness in the stables, and, flinging a paroel of letters into 
a bozy told liie page to Mkm him on horsebaGk with 
fhese. The yoang man (Monsionr do Weissenhom) toU 
ttfe to a young lady who was then of my household, and 
who is now ^ladame de Weissenbom, and a mother of a 
score of children. 

"The page described that never was such a change 
seen as in his angust master in the course of that single 
nighi His oyes were Uoodshot, his feuoe li^id, his 
olothes were hanging loose about him, and he who had 
always made his appearance on parade as precisely dressed 
as any sergeant of his troops, might have been seen 
galloping througli the lonely streets at early dawn with- 
out a hat, his unpowdered hair streaming behind him 
hke a madman. 

^^The page, with the box of papers, olattered afller 
Us maeter, — it was no easy task to follow him; and 
tteyrode from the palace to the town, and through it to 
the general's quarter. Tlie sentinels at the door were 
scared at the strange figure that rushed up to the general's 
gpite, and, not knowing him, crossed bayonets, and re- 
fused him admission. 'Fods,' said Weissenbom, 'it is 
tte jfinoe!' And^ jangling at the bell as if fbr an alarm 



Digitized by Google 



216 



THE MEMOIKS 



of firo, it was at length opened by the porter, and his 
highness ran up to the general's bed-chamber followed 
by the page with the box. 

"*Magny — Magny/ roared the prince, thundering 
at the closed door, *get up!^ And to the queries of the 
old man from within, answered, 'It is I — Victor — 
the prince! — get up!^ And presently the door was 
opened by the general in his robe-de-chamhre ^ and the 
prince entered. The page brought in the box, and was 
bidden to wait without, which he 'did; but there led 
from Monsieur de Magny's bed-room into his ante-chamber 
two doors, the great one which formed the entrance into 
his room, and a smaller one which led, as the fashion is 
with our houses abroad, into the closet which communi- 
cates with the alcove where the bed is. The door of 
this was found by M. de Weissenborn to be open, and 
the young man was thus enabled to hear and see every 
thing which occurred within the apartment. 

''The general, somewhat nervously, asked what was 
the reason of so early a visit from his highness; to which 
the prince did not for a while reply, farther than by 
staring at him rather wildly, and pacing up and down 
the room. 

"At last he said, 'Here is the cause!' dashing his 
fist on the box; and, as he had forgotten to bring the 
key with him, he went to the door for a moment, saying, 
*Weissenbom, perhaps, has it;* but, seeing over the 
stove one of the general's couteaux de chasse, he took it 
down, and said, 'That will do,' and fell to work to burst 
the red trunk open with the blade of the forest-knife. 
The point broke, and he gave an oath, but continued 
haggling on with the broken blade, which was better 
suited to his purpose than the long, pointed knife, and 
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finally mieeeeded hx wzcnobing ejfm ttie Ud of tht 

^'^Whflt is iiie matter?' said he, laof^iiiig, — 'Hera^s 

the matter; — Head that! — here's more matter, read 
that! — here's more — no, not that; that's somebody 
eWs picture — but here's hers! — Do you kuow that, 
Magay? — My wile's — the princess's! — Why did you 
and your eioied xaoe ever come out of f laaee, to plant 
your inftrpal vidkedneea wherever your foot Ml and to 
ruin honest Geiman hemee? What have you and youri 
ever had from mv laiiiilv but contidence and kindness?. 
We gave you a home avIuii you had none, and here's 
our reward r and he iiuug a parcel oi' papers down be- 
fore the old general, who saw the truth .at once, ^ he 
had known it long he&xef paAmbkj, and sunk down on 
his duur, coFsring his ftee. 

**The prince went on gesticulating and shrieking 
almost. Ml a man injured you so, Magny, before you 
hop^ot the fatlicr of that gambliup;, lyinp: villain yonder, 
you would have known how to revenue yourself. You 
would haye killed himl Yes, would liave killed him. 
But who'a to help me to my revenge.^ Tve no equaL I 
can't meet ihat dog of a Frenchman^ — that pimp ftom. 
Versailles, — and kill him as if he had played the traitor 
to one of his own degree.' 

* The blood of Maxime de Magny,' said the old gen- 
tleman, proudly, 'is aa good as that of any prince in 
Christendom.' 

^'Gan I take it?' cried ihe prince; 'yon know I 
eant I ean^t him Ihe ptiyilege of any other gentleman 

of Europe. "What am I to do? Look here, Magny; I 
was wild when I came here, I didn't know what to do. 
You've served me ibr thir^ years, you've saved my life 
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twice; they are all knaves and harlots about my poor 
old father here — no honest men or women — you are 
the only one — you saved my life; tell me what am I 
to do?* Thus, from insulting Monsieur de Magny, the 
poor distracted prince fell to supplicating him, and, at 
last, fairly flung himself down, and burst out in an 
agony of tears. 

"Old Magny, one of the most rigid and cold of men 
on common occasions, when he saw this outbreak of 
passion on the prince's part, became, as my informant 
has described to me, as much affected as his master. 
The old man from being cold and high, suddenly fell, 
as it were, into the whimpering querulousness of ex- 
treme old age. He lost all sense of dignity; he went 
down on his knees, and broke out into all sorts of wild, 
incoherent attempts at consolation; so much so, that 
Weissenborn said he could not bear to look at the scene, 
and actually turned away from the contemplation of it. 

"But, from what followed in a few days, we may 
guess the results of the long interview. The prince, 
when he came away from the conversation with his old 
servant, forgot his fatal box of papers and sent the page 
back for them. The general was on his knees praying 
in the room when the young man entered, and only 
stirred and looked round wildly as the other removed 
the packet. The prince rode away to his hunting-lodge 
at three leagues from X — , and three days after that 
Maxime de Magny died in prison, ha\^ng made a con- 
fession that he was engaged in an attempt to rob the 
Jew, and that he had made away with himself, ashamed 
of his dishonour. 

"But it is not known that it was the general himself 
who took his grandson poison; it was said even, that he 



Digitized by Google 



01 BAJUIX LXHDOKy £80. 



219 



AtA laSoDtL in ttio pnioiL TtoBf luyworer, ifas not ilis 
can. Genenl de Magny eacried Ins gmadKni tibi 

draught which was to cany him ont of the world, 
presented to the wretched youth that his fate was in- 
evitable, that it would be public and disgraceful unless 
he chose to anticipate the pimishment, and so left liim. 
Bat H ym not of ki$ owm €icoord^ and not imtil be had 
used tvery means of eaoape, as yon shall hear, that iha 
nnfbrtimate being's life' was brought to an end. 

**As for General de Magny, he quite fell into imbe- 
cility a short time after his nei)]iew's death, and niy 
honoured didvo's demise. After his highness the prince 
married the Princess Mary of F — ^ as they were walking 
in the English park together they onoe met old Magny 
riding in the ann in tiie aasy chair, in wldeh he waa 
eanied commonly abroad after his paralytic fits. 'This 
is my wife, Magny,* said the prince, aifectionatcly, taking 
the veteran's hand; and he added, tuminjj^ to his prin- 
cess, 'General de Magny saved my life during the Spven 
Years' War.' 

""'What, yoa'TB taken her hock l«ain^' said the old 
man. 'I wish yot^d send me back my poor Maadme.' 

He had qtdte forgotten the death of the poor Princess 
Olivia, and the prince, looking very dark indeed, passed 
away. 

''And now," said Madame de Liliengarten^ "I have 
rally one more f^otmj story to relate to yon — the 
daaOi of ttie Frinceaa Olivia. It IS even more nomoxe 
than the tale I have just told yon." "With which pre&oa 

the old lady resumed her narrative. 

"The kind, weak princess's fate was hastened, if not 
occasioned, by the cowardice of Magny. He found means 

to oommHniftatf> wii^ her &nn his pdson, and her highr 
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ness, who was not in open disgrace yet (for the duke, 
out of regard to the family, persisted in charging Magny 
with only robber}), made the most desperate efforts to 
relieve him and to bribe the gaolers to effect his escape. 
She was so wild that she lost all patience and prudence 
in the conduct of any schemes she may have had for 
Magny *s liberation, for her husband was inexorable, and 
caused the chevalier's prison to be too strictly guarded 
for escape to be possible. She offered the state jewels 
in pawn to the court banker, who of course was obliged 
to decline the transaction. She fell down on her knees, 
it is said, to Geldem, the police minister, and offered 
him Heaven knows what as a bribe. Finally, she came 
screaming to my poor dear duke, who, with liis age, 
diseases, and easy habits, was quite unht for scenes of 
so violent a nature, and who, in consequence of the 
excitement created in his august bosom by her frantic 
violence and grief, had a fit in wliich I very n«'gh lost 
him. That his dear life was brought to an untimely 
end by these transactions I have not the slightest doubt, 
for the Strasbourg pie, of which they said he died, 
levcr, I am sure, could have injured him, but for the 
ajury which his dear gentle heart received from the 
inusual occurrences in which he was forced to take a 
hare. 

"All her highnesses movements were carefully, though 
not ostensibly, watched by her husband, Prince Victor, 
who, waiting upon his august father, sternly signified to 
him that if his highness {my duke) should dare to aid 
the princess in her efforts to release Magny, he. Prince 
Victor, would publicly accuse the princess and her 
paramour' of high treason, and take measures with the 
Diet for removing his father from the throne as incapa- 
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eitated to reigiL Hence interpoeition on ma pert mm 
Tain, and Magny waa left to lua &te. 

"It came, as yon are aware, very suddenly. Geldem^ 

police minister, irenp:st, inasU'r of the horse, and the 
colonel of the ])riiiees p^uard, waited upon the vounii: 
xoau in his prison two days after liis grandlather had 
visited bim there and left behind him tlie ^lial of 
poiaon which the onmiaal had not the- eonn^ to nae. 
And Oeldem aigmfled to ihe young man that nnlesa he 
took of his own acoord the laurel-water provided by the 
elder Map:nY, more violent means of death would be 
instantly employed upon him, and that a tile of grena- 
diers was in waiting in the court-yard to desi)atch him* 
Seeing this, Magny, with the moat dreadful self-abase- 
menti aft^ dragging himaelf round the zoom on hia 
knees fnm one officer to another, weepiu^; and scream* 
ing with terror, at last desperately drank olf the potion 
and was a corpse in a few niiuutes. Tlius ended this 
wretched young man. 

"Hia death was^ made public in the 'Court Gazette* 
two days after, the paiagraj^ stating that Monsieur de 
H — y atruek with remorse for haying attempted the 
murder of the Jew, had put himself to death b}- ])oisQn 
in prison, and a wi^rning was added to all 3'oung noble- 
men of the duchy to avoid the dreadful sin of gambling, 
wluch had been the cause of the yoimg man's ruin, and 
had brought upon the grey hairs of one of the noblest 
and most hononxable of ihe seryants of the duke ir- 
retrievable sorrow. 

"The funeral was conducted with decent privacy, 
the General de Magny attending it. The carriage of the 
two dukes and all the first people of the court made 
their oallB upon the general aiterwarda. He attended 
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ponde « tmai the wxt day on iiie AiMnsl^'Place, mit 
IHike yietor, who bad been unpecitiiig the hafldiiig^ 
came out of it leaning on the brave old warrior's arm. 

He was particularly gracious to the old man, and told 
his officers the oft-repeated story how at Kosbach, when 
the X — contingent eerved with the troops of the un- 
hicky Soabkey the geneial hftd thxown hiiiiself in the 
way of a Ereneh dxagoon who wee piettiog^ haxd upon 
his bigbnese in ^e root, bad veeeived ih» blow intei^ed 
for his master and killed the assailant. And he alluded 
to the family motto of *Alagny sans tachc,' and said 
'It had been always so with his gallant friend and tutor 
in amiB.' This speech affected all present Tery much, 
with Ihe exemption of the old geneEBl/ who only bowed 
and did not is^eak: bat when he went home he wbb 
beefd mitttenng, 'Magny sane tAebe, Magny sans taobef 
and was attacked with paralysis that night, li'om which 
he never more than partially recovered. 

'^The newB of Mazime's death had somehow been 
kept from the princeM nntil now, a 'Gazette' even being 
printed without the paiagni|& containing tiie aoooupt of 
his eidoide; but it was at length, I know not how, made 
known to her. And when she heard it, her ladies tell 
me, she screamed and fell as if struck dead, then sat up 
wildly and raved like a mad woman, and was then 
carried to her bed, where her physician attended her, 
and where she lay of a brain-fever. All this while the 
prince need to send to make inqniiiee ooneenmig her, 
and from bis^giying orders that bk Casfle of SehlangeD^ 
fels should be prepared and furnished, I make no doubt 
it was his intention to send her into coniincnient tliither, 
as had been done with the unhappy sister of his iiiitan* 
nio majesty at 2elL 



Digitized by 



S2d 



"She sent repeatedly to demand an interview with 
his highness, which the latter declined, saying thai he 
would G<»imi]nicate with her highness when her health 
was flufficienfly recovered. To one of her passionate 

letters lie sent hack for reply a packet, ^vliich, when 
opened, was found to contain the emerald tliat had beei^ 
the cause round which all this dark intrigue moved. 

"Her highness at this time became qtdte frantic, 
vowed in the presence of all her ladies tliat one lock of 
her darling Maxime's hair was more precious to her 
than all the jewels in the world; rang for her carriage, 
and said she would go and kiss his tomh; proclaimed 
the mnrdered martyr^s innocence, and called down the 
ponishment of Heaven, the wrath of her family, upon 
his assassin. The x)rince, on hearing these speeches (they 
were all, of course, regularly brought to liim), is said to 
have given one of his dreadful looks (which T remember 
now), and to have said, 'This cannot last much longer/ 

"AU that day and the next the Princess Oli-via 
passed in dictating the most passionate letters to the 
prince her iSather, to the kings of France, Naples, and 
Span, her kinsmen, and to all other hranches of her 
funily, calling upon them in the most incoherent terms 
to protect her against the butcher and assassin, her 
husband, assailing his person in the maddest terms of 
reproach, and at the same time confessing her love for 
the mnrdered Magny. It was in vain that those ladies 
who wm faithful to her pointed out to her the inutility 
of theoe letters^ the dangerous foUy of the confessions 
which they made; she insisted upon writing them, and 
used to give them to her second robe- woman, a French- 
woxoan (her highness always aJOCectioned persons of that 
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nation), who had the key of her eassettoi and oanied 
every one of these epistles to Geldam* 

''With tiie ezoeptiim that no public reeeptions were 
held, the ceremony of the princess's establishment went 

on as before. Her ladies were allowed to wait upon her 
and perform their usual duties about her i)erson. The 
only men admitted were, howeyer, her servants, her 
physician and chaplain; and one day when she wished 
to go into the garden, a heydnke, who kept the door, 
intimated to her hi^^lmess that the prince's orders were 
that she should keep her apartments. 

"They abut, as you remember, upon the landing of 
the marble staircase of Schloss X — , the entrance to 
Prince ^'ic tor's suite of rooms being opposite the prin- 
cess's on the same landing. This space is liorge, filled 
with sofas and benches, and the gentleipen and oflBicers 
who waited upon the duke used to make a sort of ante- 
chamber of the landing-place, and pay their euurt to his 
highness there, as he passed out, at eleven o'clock, to 
parade. At such a time, the heydukes within the prin- 
cess's suite of rooms us( d to turn out with their halberts 
and present to Prince Victor — the same ceremony being 
performed on his own side, when pages came out and 
announced the approach of his highness. The pages 
used to come out and say, ^The prince, <^entlemenl' and 
tbo drums beat in the hall, and the gentlemen rose who 
were waiting on the benches that ran along the balus- 
trade. 

''As if fate impelled her to her death, one day the 
princess, as her guards tamed out, and die was aware 

that the prince was standing, as was his wont, on the 
landing, conversing with his gentlemen (in the old days, 
he used to cross to the priucesfi's apartment and kisa 
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lier hand), the princess, who had been anxious all the 
mondzig, complaining of heat^ ingiflting that all the doors 
of the apartments should be left open^ and giving tokens 
of an insanity, which I think was now evident, rushed 
wildly at the dooi*s when the guards passed out, flung 
them open, and before a word could he said, or her ' 
ladies could follow her, was in presence of Duke Victor, 
who was talking as usual on the landingi and placing 
heiself between him and the stair, began apostrophising 
bim "with franlic vehemence: — 

^'Takc notice, geiitlciiicn!' she screamed out, 'tliat 
this man is a murderer and a liar; that he lays plots 
for honourable gentlemen, and kills them in prison! 
Take notice^ that I too am in prison, nnd fear tho same 
fate; the same butcher who killed Maxime de Magny 
may, any ni^t, put the knife to my thioai I appeal to 
you, and to all fiie kings of Europe, my royal kinsmen. 
I demand to be set free from tliis tyrant and yillain, tliis 
liar and traitor I 1 ad jure you all, as gentloraou of honour, * 
to carry tlicse letters to my relatives, and say fi'om whom 
you had them!^ and with this the unhappy lady began 
icatterix^ letters about among ilie astonished crowd. 

^^Liet no^man stoop!* cried the prince, in a voice of 
flmnder. 'Madame de Gleim, you should have watched 
your patient better. Call tlic princess's physicians: her 
highnc'ss's brain is affected. Gentlemen, have the jrood- 
ness to retire.' And the prince stood on the landing as 
the gentlemen went down the stairs, saying fiercely to 
the guard, 'Soldier, if she moves, strike with your 
halbert!' on which the man brought the point of his 
WLLi|)on to the princess's breast; and the lady, frightened, 
shrank back and re-entered Her apartments. ''Xow, Mon- 
sieur de Weissenbom,' said the prince, *pick up all 
Tkaekeray, iiisceUameM, VL 15 
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those paj^crs;' and the prince went into his own aj)art- 
ments, preceded hy his pages, and never quitted them 
until lie had seen every one of the papers burnt. 

"The next day the Court Gazette contained a bulletin 
signed by tiie iliree physidans, stating that 'Her higfar 
negs the hereditary prmcess laboured under inflammatiflip 
of the brain, and had passed a i:e8tleB8 and disturbed 
night/ Similar notices were issued day after day. The 
services of all her ladies, except two, were dispensed 
with. Guards were placed within and without her doors; 
her windows were secured, so that escape from thiem was 
impossible, and you know what took plaoe ten days 
after. The chnrch-beUs were ringing all night, and tibe 
prayers of the fiiithful asked for a person in cvtremis. 
A * Gazette' appeared in the moniing, edged "with bla(-k, 
and stating that the High and mighty I^rincess Olivia 
Maria Ferdinanda, consort of His Serene Highness Victor ' 
Louis Emanuel; Hereditary Prince of X — , had died in 
the evening of the 24th of January, 1769. « 

^But do you know how she died, sir? That^ too, is 
a mystery. Weissenbom, the page, was concerned in 
tliis dark tragedy; and the secret was so dreadful that 
never, believe me, till Prince Victor's death, did I • 
reveal it. 

''And after the &tal eadmdre whioh the princess 
had made, the prince sent for Weissenbom, and binding 
him by Ihe most solemn adjuration to secrecy (he only 

broke it to his wife man} ytjars after; indeed there is 
no secret in the world that women cannot know if they 
will), despatched him on the loilowing mysterious com- 
misfflon. 

" 'These lives/ said his highness, 'on the £Lehl side 
of the river, opposite to Strasbourg, a xoan whose ren* 

• 
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dcncc you will easily find out from his name, Avliich is 
Monsieur dr Strasbourrf, You will make your incjuiiies 
conoemuig hxtn. quietly, and without occasioning any re- 
mark; peiiiaps yon had better go into Strasboufg £>r the 
pmpose^ where tiie person is quite well knowxu Ton 
will take with you any eomrade on iHiom yon om peip 
fectly rely; the liyes of both, remember, depend on your 
secrecy. You Avill Hud out some period when Monsieur 
de Strasbourg is alone, or only in company of the 
domestic who lives with him (I myself visited the man 
by aooadMit <m. my letom from Paris £.Ye years since, 
and hfiDce am indoeed to sttid for him now, in my pre- 
sent emergency). Yon will have your earriage waiting 
at his door at iii};!!!; and you and your couu'ade will 
enter bis house masked, and present him with a pui*se 
of a hundred louis, promising him double that sum on 
Us return from his expedition. If he refuse, you must 
use fnoe and being him, menacing him witii instant 
death should he dedine to follow yon. Ton will piaee 
him in the earriage with the blinds drawn, one or other 
of you nc^'er lusin<j; si^ht of him the whole way, and 
threatening liiin with death if he discover himself or cry 
oqL You will lodge him in the old Tower here, where 
a room diiall be prepared for liim; and his work being 
done, yen will restoee him to his home in the same 
i^eed.imd seeieoy witib wliieh yon brought him from it/ 

"Such were the mysterious orders Prince Victor 
p:ave liis page; and Weissenborn, selecting for his com- 
rade in the expeditiou Lieutenant iiarteustein, set out on 
his strange journey. 

^'All this while the palace was hushed as if in 
iMuningy Hie buUetine in the 'Court Oasette' appeared 
ftmouncing the continuance of fiie prineesfl^s midady; 

15 
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and thon^ die bad but few attendpitB, strange and 
dromnifeBn^ glofies "were told regarding the progreM of 

her coinplamt. She was quite wild. She had tried to 
kill herself. She had fancied herself to be I don't know 
bow many dilferent characters. Expresses were sent to 
her family informing them of her state, and oourien 
deBpatobed publiefy to Vienna and Paiis to pfoenre ilie 
attendance of physmana eldUed in traating diaeaaea of 
the brain. That pretended anxiety was aU a IMat, it 
was never intended that the princess should recover. 

"The day on which Weissenhom and liartenstein 
letomed torn their e^edition, it. was announced that 
hex bighness the princess waa mneb worse; that nigbt 
the report tfannigb tiiie town waa tint die was at the 
agony, and tibat ni^t the nnfi)ftanate creature waa enr* 
dearooring to make her escape. 

*'She had unlimited conlidence in the French cham- 
ber-woman who attended her, and between her and this 
woman the plan of escape was arranged. The piincesa 
took her jeweb in a casket; a private door, opening 
ftom one of her rooma and leading into the Ofater gate, 
it waa said, of the palace, waa discovered for her; and 
a letter was Ivongbt to her purportinj? to be from the 
duke, her father-in-law, and stating that a carriage and 
horses had been provided, and would take her to B — , 
the tenitory where she might conununicate with bee 
faumily and be safe. 

^The unhappy lady, confiding in her goardiaa, set 
out on iiie expedition* The passages wound l^ugh the 
, walls of the modem part of the palaces and abutted in 
effect at the old Owl Tower, as it was called, on the 
outer wall; the tower was pulled down afterwards , and 
for good xeaaon. * 
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'^At a certain place the candle, which the chamber- 
woman waa oanying, went out; and the princess would 
have screamed with terror, but her hand was seued, 
and a vdee cried, 'HuahP and the next inunite a man 
in a mask (it was tiie dnke himself) rushed forward, 
gagged her with a handkerchief, her hands and legs 
were bound, and she was carried swooning with terror 
into a vaulted room, where she was placed by a person 
there waiting, and tied in an arm-chair. The same mask 
who^ had gagged her, oame and bared hear neck and said, 
'It had hest he done now she has fednted.' 

^Perhaps it w^nM h»^ been as well; Ibr though 
ihc recovered from her swoon, and her confessor, who . 
was present, came forward and endeavoured to prepare 
her for the awful deed which was about to be done 
upon her, and for the state into which she was about to 
oiter; when she came to herself it was onlj to scream 
like a maniac, to cnrae fbe dnke as a hutdier and 
tjnrant, and to call upon Magny, her dear Magny. 

*'At this the duke said, (j[uite calmly, * May God have 

mercy on her sinful soul!* He, the confessor, and 

Geldem, who were present, went down on their knees; 

and, as his highness dropped his handkerchief, Weissen- 

bom fell down in a fainting-fit, while Mmsieur de 

Strasbourg f taking the hack hair in his hand, separated 

the shrieking head of Olivia from the miserable, sin&l 

body. May E.eaven have mercy upon her soul!'* 
«#«««# 

This was the story told by ^ladame de Liliengarten, 
and the reader will have no dificulty in drawing from 
it that part which affected myself and my uncle; who 
after six weeks of anest, were set at liberty, hnt with 
ddeiB to quit the duchy immediately j indeed, with an 
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esocxrt of dragooiiB to oonduct us to the frontier. What- 
pcopeHy we had we were allowed to sell and realiae in 
xDODeyi bat none of our play debis were paid to na, and 
all my bopes of the Counteaa Ida weze thos at 

an end. 

When Duke A'ictor came to the throne, wliich he 
did when six months after, apoplei^ earned (M the old 
aorereign bia Mtm^ all the good 'old naagea of X — 
were giyen np^ — play forbidden; the opera and baUet 
sent to the ligliMboat; and the re^hnentB wbieb the old 
duke had sold recalled from their foreign service; with 
them came my countess's heggarly cousin, the ensign, 
and he manied her. I don't know wliether tliey were 
happy or not. It is certain that a woman of such a 
poor apirit did not merit any Tery high degree of 
pleaaoie. 

The now reigning Duke of X~ bimaelf mamed four 
years after his first wife's demise; and Geldem, though 
no longer police-niinipfer, built the gi^and house of wliich 
Madaine de Lilieii^ai i« ii spoke. What became of tlie 
minor actors in the great tragedy, who knows? Only 
Moudenr de Strasbooig was restored to bia dnti^ Of 
the reat, — the Jew, the ohambeiv-woinan^ the spy on 
Magny, I know notiiing. Tbose sharp tools with which 
great people cut out their enteq^rises, are generally 
broken in the using; nor did I ever hear tliat their em- 
ployers had much regard for them in their ruin. 
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GHAITEB Xm. 

I Continae My Gueer m a Mab of FaaiUoiu 

I FIND I have already filled up many scores of 
pages, and yet a vast deal of the most interesting por- 
tion of my history lemains to he told, viz., fliat which 
dfisoiibeB my sojonm in the kingdomB of England and 
Ireland, and the great part I played there, moving 
among the most illustrious of the land, myself not the 
least distinfj:iiishcd of the brilliant circle. In order to 
give due justice to this portion of my memoirs, then, — 
wiiich is more important tlian my ibreign adventures 
can he (though I could M volumes with interesting de- 
Bcriptiomi of the latter), — I shall cut short the account 
of my travels in Europe, and of my success at ibe Gon- 
tmental courts, in order to speak of what befell me at 
home. Suffice it to say that there is not a cajntal in 
Europe, except the bep;garly one of Berlin, wliere the 
young Chevalier de Balibari was not known and ad- 
mixed, and where he has not made the brave, the high- 
born, and tiie beantiM, talk of him. I won 80,000 
roubles from Potemldn at tbe winter palace at Peters- 
burg, which the scoundrelly favourite ne^cr paid me; 
I have had the lionour of seeing liis Iloyal Highness the 
Chevalier Charles Edward as drunk as any porter at 
Borne; my uncle played several matches at billiards 
against the celebrated Lord C — at 8pa*, and I promise 
you did not come off a loser. In &ct, by a neat stvar 
tagem of mm, we raised the laugh against his lordship, 

and something a great deal more substantial, ^fy lord 
did not know tliat the Chevalier BaiTV had a useless 
eye, and when, one day, my uncle playfully bet him 
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odds at billiards that ilie would play him with a patch 
over one eye, the noble lord, tliinking to bite us (^he 
was one ot the most desperate gamblers that ever lived), 
accepted the be^ and we "mm a Tery oonsideiable 
amomit of hinL 

Nor need I mention my fmcceflseB among the fairer 
portion of the creation. One ul" the most accomplished, 
the tallest, the most athletic, and the handsomest gen- 
tlemen of Europe, as I was then, a young fellow of my 
%iire oould not fail of having advantages, which a per- 
son of my spirit knew yery well how to use. But upon 
these subjects I am dumb. Charming Schuyaloff, black- 
eyed Sczotarska, darkYaldez, tender Hegenlieim, brilMant 
J.angeac! — ye gcutlc liearts that knew how to beat in 
old times lor tlie wanii young Irish gentleman,, where 
are ye now? Though my hair lias grown gray now, and 
my sight dim, and my heart cold with years, and ennui, 
aiui ^disappointment, and the treachery of fdends, yet I 
haye but to lean back in my arm-ohair and think, and 
those sweet figures oome rising up before me out of the 
past, with their smiles, and their kindnesses, and their 
bright tender eyes! There are no women like them now 
— no manners like theirs 1 Look you at a l)cvy of women 
at the prince's, stitched up in tight white satin sacksi, 
with their waists under their arms, and compare them 
to the graceful figures of the old time! Why, when I 
danced with Coralie de Langeac at the fetes on the birth 
of the fuvst dauphin at Versailles, her Jiuup was eighteen 
feet in circumlerence, and the heels of lier lovely little 
mules were three inches from the ground; the lace of my 
jabot was worth a thousand crowns, and the butt<ms of 
my amaianth-Telyet coat alone cost eighty thousand lirrea. 
Look at the difference now! The gentlenien are dressed 
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like boxers, quakers, or liackney-coacluuen ; and the 
ladies aie not dressed at all. There is no elegance, no 
lefinement, none of the chiyaliy of the old world, oi 
which I form a portion. Think of the &ahiii& of London 
heing led by a Br-nun-11!* a nobody^s eon; a low creatuzey 
who can nu luuiv dance a inimiut tliaii lean talk Cherokee; 
who cannot uvlii crack a bottle like a gentleman; who 
never showed himself to be a man with his swoid in his 
hand, as we used to approve oiunselyeB in the good old 
imieB, before that yolgar Coisican upset the g^tcy of 
the world! Oh, to see the Yaldes onoe again as on that 
day I met Ker first driving in state, with her eight mules, 
and her retinue of gentlemen by the side of yellow 
Man^anares! Oh, for another drive Avith Hegenlieim, in 
the gilded sledge, over the Saxon snow! False as 8chu- 
Taloff was, 'twas better to be jilted by her than to be 
adored by any other woman. I oan't think of any one 
of them witbout tenderness. I hare ringlets of all their 
hair in my poor little museum of recollections. Do you 
keep mine, you dear souls that .^ur\ive the turmoils and 
troubles of near half a hundred } ears: How changed its 
colour is now, since the day Sczotarska wore it round 
her neck, after my duel with Count Bjemaski, at 
Warsaw! ' 

I never knept any beggarly books of aooonnts in 
those days. I had no debts. 1 paid royally for erery 
tiling 1 took, and I took eveiy tiling I wanted. My in- 
come must have been very large. My entertainments 
and equipages were those of a gentleman of the highest 
distinction; nor let any scoundrel presimie to sneer be<» 
cause I cazried off and married my Lady Lyndon (as you 

* Tl)!8 manuscript must have been written at the time Wben Mr* 
firummeU was tlie leader of the Loudon faabioiu 
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sliall presently hear), and call me an adventurer, or say 
I was penniless, or the matoh unequal. Penniless! I had 
the wealth of Europe at my conmiaQd. Adyentuierl So 
is a meritofiouB hiwyer or a gallant soldier; so is every • 
man -who makes his own fbrtune an adTentnrer. My 
profession was play, in which I was then unrivalled. 
No man could play witli me through Europe on the 
square; and my income was just as certain (during health 
and the exercise of my profession) as that of a man who 
draws <m his three-perHsentB, (Mr any fat squire whose 
acres briii^ him terenue. Sevyest b not mpie certain 
than Itie effect of skill is; a crop is a chsoioe as much 
as a game of cards greatly played Ly a fine player; there 
may he a drought, or a frost, or a hail-storm, and your 
»take is lost: but one man is just as much an adventurer 
as another. 

In evoking ihe tecollection of these kind and £nr 
creatures I hare nothing but pleasure. I would I ooold 
say as much of the memory of ancFfher lady, who will 

henceforth play a considerable part in the drama of my 
life, — I mean the Countess of Lyndon, whose fatal ac- 
quaintance 1 made at Spa, very soon after the events 
described in the last chapter had caused me to quit 
Gennany. 

Bxmtni&f Gountess of Lyndon^ TucountessBnIlingdon 

in Bnglandy Bai*oness Castle Lyndon of the kingdom of 
Ireland, was so well known to the great world in her 
day, that I have little need to enter into her family 
history, which is to be had in any peerage that the 
reader may lay his hand on. She was, as I need not 
BBjf a countess, and baroneBB in her own right Her 
estates in Devon and Cornwall were among iSke most ex- 
tensive in those parts; her Irish possessions not less 
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iMiginfioeiit, and they h»m been allnded to, m a wy 
enrly part of ibem memoiniy as lymg near te my fmn 

paternal property in tlie kingdom of Ireland: indeed, un- 
just confiscations in the time of Elizabeth and her father 
went to diminish my acres, while they added to tlie al- 
ready vaflt posseBsioDB of the Lyndon family. 

The ooanteeSy when I &ast saw her at the aasemblf 
nit Bpa, was iSbe w]iS» of her Qoasniy tiie Big^t Hon» 8^ 
CkBcAM Bef^d L3rnd0n, Km^t of the Bath, and 
minister to (ieorge li. and George III. at several of the 
smaller coui-ts of Europe. 8ir Charles TiVndon was ce- 
lebrated as a wit and l>o?i vivant; he could write love- 
yerses against Haabury Williams^ and make jokes wdth 
Geotge deiwyn; he was a nan ef vertUj like Hony Wal- 
pole, with lAiim, and l£s. Qnj he had made a part of 
the grand tour, and was cited, in a word, as one of the 
most elegant and accomplished men ul' liis time. 

I made this ixentleman's acquaintance as usual at the 
playtable, of which he was a constant frequenter. Indeed, 
one could not but admire the spirit and gallantry with 
which he xnmnied hie fiiiYOunte peetime; fcr, though 
worn out by gout and a myriad of dkeasee, a cripple 
wheeled about in a chair, and suffering pangs of agony, 
yet you wouUl see him every moniim^ and every evening 
at his post h(*hind th(^ delightful <z;reen clotli; and if, as 
it would often happen, his own hands were too feeble or 
inflamed to hold the hox, he would call the mains, 
nemtheleasy and have his valet or a fnend to thrdw 
Inm. I like tfass eonnigeoua spirit in a man; tiie gieatest 
successes in life have been won by such indomitable 
perseverance. 

I was by lliia time one of tlie best-known characters 
m Soiope; and the fame of my exploitSy my duels, my 
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courage at play, would bdng oowds aroimd me in any 
puUic 00010^7 whm I appeared. I could afaow nemm ci 
Boented paper to piote tiiat this eagcmon to make mj 
acquaintance wal not confined to the gentlemen only, bet 

that I hate boasting;, and only talk of myself in so far 
as it is necessary to relate myself s adventures, the most 
singular of any man's in Europe. Well, Sir Charles 
Lyndon's filst acquaintance with me originated in the 
light honooiable kzdght^s winning 700 pieeea of ma at 
picquet (for whioh ha was almoat my match); and I lost 
them with much good hnmour, and paid them: and paid 
them, you may be sure, punctually. Indeed, I will say 
this for myself, that losing money at play never in the 
least put me out of good-humour wiHl the winner, and 
that wherew I found a superior, I waa always ready to 
acknowledge and hail him. 

Ljndxm was yery proud of winning firom so celebrated 
a person, - and we contracted a kind of intimacy, which, 
however, did not for awhile go beyond pump-room at- 
tentions, and convei'sations over the supper-table at play, 
but which gradually increased, until I was admitted into 
his mofe priyate fideudship. Hie was a ray freeispdraDi 
man (the gentry of those days .were mueh prouder than 
at pNsent), and used to say to me in his haughty, easy 
way, "Hang it, Mr. Barrj-, you have no more manners 
than a barber, and I think my black footman has been 
better educated than you; but you are a young fellow of 
originality and pluck, and I like you, sir, because you 
seem determined to go to the deuce by a wny of your 
own/' I would tibank him laughingly, &s fids oompli* 
' ment, and say, that as he was bound to Hie next world 
much sooner than I was, I would be obUf^cd to him to 
get comfortable quartezs airaDged there for me. He used 
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•bo to be inrmwMiely mxmdi ynXti my stom about the 
spl^odoar of my family and ^e it)a4i:nifioeiioe of Castle 

Brady; he would never tire of libteiiiug or laughing at 
those liisturies. 

"Stick to tlic trumps, however, my lad," he would 
say, when I told him of my misfortunes in the oonjngal 
liae, and how near 1 had been winning the gieatert 
fortone in Gemany. '^Bo any tiling bat many, my 
artless Xrish nistic** (he called me by a multiplicity of 
queer names). "Cultivate your "^eat talents in the 
gambling line, hut mind this, that a woman will beat 
you." 

That I denied, mentioning several instances in which 
I had eonqaered the most intractable tempem among the 
sex. 

'*They will beat you in the lonp^ run, my Tipperiuy 
Alcibiades. As soon as you are married, take my word 
of it, you are conquered. Look at me. I married my 
cousin, the noblest and greatest heiress in EriirlnTirl — 
named her in spite of herself almost" (here a dark shade 
passed orer Sir Charles Lyndon^ coontenance). ''She is 
a weak woman. Ton shall see her, sir, how weak she 
is; but she is my mistress. She has embittered my 
whole life. She is a fool, hut she has got the better of 
one of the best heads in Christendom. She is enormously 
zich, but somehow I have never been so poor as since I 
naixied her. I thou^t to better myself , and she has 
ttade me miserable and killed me. And she will do as 
muck for my snccessor when I am gone.** 

"Has her ladyship a veiy large income?" said I. At 
T?bich Sir Charles hurst out into a yelling laugh, and 
made me blush not a little at my gaucherie; for the fact 
H seeing him in the e<mditum in which he was, I could 
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not help Bpeculutinp; upun \hQ cixauce a maa of spirit 
might haye with his widow. 

''1^0, no!" said he, laa^ung. ''Waugb hawk, Mr. 
Bany, don't think, if yon yalue your peace ai mind, to 
aland in my shoes when, they are vaoant. Besides, I 
don't ihiiilv my Lady Lyudon would quite condescend to 
juarrv a — ^ 

"Marry a what, sir?" said 1, in a rage. 

"Never mind what; but the man who ^cts her will 
me it^ take my irard on't A plague on herl had it not 
hem for my ftther'a amUtion and mine (he irna her 
nnde and guardian, and we wouldn^ let suoh a prise out 
of the family), I mi2:ht liavc died peaceably, at least, 
carried my gout down to my grave in f[uiet, li\'t'd in my 
modest tenement in May Pair, had every liouse in Eng- 
land open to me, and now, now I have eis of my own, 
end ereiy one of tiiem ia a hell to me. Beware of gfeat- 
nesa, Ifr. Bany. Take warning by me. Ever sime I 
have been matzied and been rich, I have been the most 
miserable wretch in the world. Look at me. I am 
djing, a Avorn-out eripple at the ag(; of lilty. ^farriage 
has added forty years to my lite. When 1 took off Lady 
Lyndon, there was no man of my years who looked so 
yoaag as myaelf. Fwd that I wasl I had enough wilh 
my pensioiiB, perfeot fieedom, the boat eoeiety inEarope; 
and I gave up all these, and married, and was miserable. 
Take a warning by me, Captain Baay, and stick to the 
tocumps." 

Thougli my intimacy with the knight was oon- 
Biderahle, for a long time I never peneia^ted into any 
otiher apartmuiiB of his hoi/A but those which he himself 

occupied* His lady lived oatirely apart from him, and 
it is only curious how they came to travel together at 
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dL Bhe was a goddan^tw of c^d Jiary Woriley Mon- 
tague, and| like that fieiinoiia old woman of the laat 
oentary, made oonsidmble pretensioiiB to be a Une- 

stocking aiid a hel esprit. Lady Lyiidou wrote poems in 
English and Italian, which still may he read hy the 
curious in the pages of the magazines of the day. She 
entertained a coixeapaiidence with several of the Eu- 
ropean itsooM^ i^Km hiotoiy^ aoienoe, and ancient 
langnagBw, and eapeoially thedogy. Her pleasure was to 
diapnte oontrovensial points with ahb^ and 1nflho|)s, and 
her flatterers said she rivalled Madame Dacier in learning. 
Every adventurer, wlio had a discovery in chemistiy, a 
new antique bust, or a plan for discoyenng the philo- 
sopher's stone, was sore to tind a patroneaa in her. She 
had numberlesB wori» dedicated to her, and aannate 
wiQioiit end addreaaed to her by all the poetaators of 
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rooms were crowded with hideous China magot^, and all 
jjOrts of ohjects of vrrtu. 

No woman piqued herself more upon her j>rincipLe% 
or allowed love to be made to her more profusely. There 
was a habit of conrtship piaddaed by the fine gentle ma n 
of those days, which is little understood in our ooaiae, 
downright times; and young and old fellows would pour 
out floods of compliments in letters and madrigals, such 
as would make a soher lady stare were they addressed 
to her now-a-days, so entirely has the gallantly of the 
last eentury disappeared out of our manners. 

Lady I/^ndon moved about with a little ooort of her 
own. She had half^Klozen carriages in her progresses. 
Ill her own slie would travel with her companion (some 
sliabby lady of quality), her birds, and poodles, and the 
leiYourite &avmt for the time being. In another would 
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be female seoietaiy and her waitmg-women, whO| 
in Bptbb of iheoT case, nerer could make their mistress 
look mooh better than a slatterzL Sir CSiarles Lyndon 
bad his own ebariot, and the domesiacs of flie establish* 

ment would follow in other vehicles. 

Also must ho uiontionod the oamap:e in wliich rode 
her ladyship's chaplain, Mr. l\unt, who acted in capacity 
of governor to her son, the little Viscount BuUingdon, — 
a melanohbly, deserted little boy, about whom his &ther 
was more tlunL indiffiefrent, and whom his motber neyer 
• saw, except for two minutes at her levee, when she 
■would put to him a few questions of history or Latin 
grammar, after which he was consi<!:ned to liis own 
amusements, or the care of his govemor, for the rest of 
the dav. 

The notion of suoh a Minerva as this, whom I saw 
in>the public places now and then, surrounded by swarms 

of needy abb^s and schoolmasters, who flattered her, 
frightened me for some time, and 1 had not the least 
desire to make her acquaintance. I had no desire to be 
one of the hejrirarly. adorers in tiie great lady's train, — 
fellows, half friend, half lackey, who made verses, and 
wrote letters, and ran errands, content to be paid by a 
seat in her ladyship's box at the comedy, or a cover at 
her diii]ier-table at noon. "Don't be afraid," Sir Charles 
Lyndon would say, wliosc great suhject of conversation 
and abuse was his lady, "my Lindonira will have nothing 
to do with you. She Hkes the Tuscan brogue, not that 
of Kerry. She says yon smell too much of the stable to 
be admitted to la^es* sociely; and, last Sunday fortnight, 
when she did me the honor to speak to me last, said, 
wonder. Sir Charles Lyndon, a gentleman who has been 
the king's ambassador can demean himself by gambling 
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and boozing with low Irish black-legs!' Don't fly in a 
taaryf Tm a oripple, imd it vm lindoiiiia iaid ii^ not 
ThiB piqued me, axidl leedTed to become aeqnfiinted 

■with Lady Lyndon, if it were bnt to show her ladyship 
that the descendant of those Uarrys, whose i)roperty she 
unjustly held, was not an imworthy companion for any 
lady, were she ever so high. Besides, my friend the 
knight was dying, his widow would be the richest prisw 
in the three Ini^oms. Why ahonld I not win her, and, 
with her, the means nf making in iSie wxxld iSiat figure 
which my genius and inclination desired? I felt I was 
equal in blood and breeding to any Lyndon in Christen- 
dom, and determined to bend this haughty lady. When 
I determine, I look upon the thing as done. 

My nnole and I talked the matter oyer, and speedily 
settled upon a metiliod for making our approaohee upon 
this stately lady of CasHe I^mdon. Mr. Bnnt, young 
Lord BuUingdon's governor, was fond of pleasure, of a 
glass of Rhenish in the garden-houses in the summer 
evenings, and of a sly throw of the dice when the 
occasioii offexed; and 1 took care to make £ciends with 
this person, who, being a cdUege tutor and an Enf^iidi- 
man, was lea^ to go on his knees to any one who 
resembled a man of tehion. Seeing me with my retinue 
of servants, my vis-a-vis and chariots, my valets, my 
hussar, and horses, dressed in gold, and velvet, and sables, 
«ftl^it'"C the greatest people in Europe as we met on the 
ooome or at the Bpas, Eunt was dazzled by nvf advances, 
and was none }pf a beckoning of the finger. I lAiaHl 
never forget the poor wretch's astonishmoit wheni asked 
him to dine, with two counts, off gold plate, at the little 
room in the casino; he was made Jiappy b} being allowed 
to win a few pieces of us, became exceedingly tipsy, 
Thackeray, Miscellanies, YL 16 
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sung Cambridge songs, and recreated the company by 
telling UBp. in liis horrid Yorksliire French, stories about 
the gyps and all the lords that had ever been .in his 
ooUege. I enoomaged him to come and see me oftener 
and bring with liim lua litQe Tiaeonnt^ tor wham^ 
though the boy always detested me, I took care to hove 
a good stock of sweetmeats, toys, and pictuie-bookii, when 
he came. 

I then began to enter into a controversy with 31r. 
Bxxaif and confided to him soma donbts which I had, 
and a Tary, very earnest leaning towazda the Qiuxch of 
Borne. I made a certain abb^ whom I knew, write me 

letters upon transubstantiation, &c., which the honest 
tutor was rather puzzled to answer, and I kiiew that 
tliey would be coinmunicated to his lady, as they were; 
for, asking leave to attend the English semce which 
was celebrated in her apartmenia, and frequented by the 
heat Bngiiah then at the Spa, on the aeoond Sunday ahe 
ecmdeacended to look at me, on flie tiuid she was 
pleased to reply to my profound bow by a curtsey, the 
next day I followed up the acquaintance by another 
obeisance in the public walk, and, to make a lung story 
ahort|, her ladyship and I were in fiili correspondence on 
transubstantiation before six weeks were over. My lady 
came to the aid of her chaplain, and then I began 
see file prodigioos weight of his argumenti, as was to be 
expected. The progress of this liannluss little intri-gue 
need not be detailed. I make no doubt every one of my 
readers has practised similar stratagems when a £ur lady 
was in the case. 

I shall never &zget the astonishment of Sir Charles 
Lyndon when, on one sonuner evening, as he was iasning 
out to the play-table in his sedanrefaair, aoeording to his 
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mmty her ladyeliip^i Itaixmehe and fom, widi ber cmi- 
nctora in the tawny livery of the Lynrlon family, came 
diiviiig into the court-yard of the house which thoy in- 
hahited, and in that carriage, hy her ladyship's side, sat 
no other than "the vulgar Irish adventurer," as she was 
pleaaed to 4Miil him, I mean Bedmimd Banj, Eaqoire. 

He made the most courtly of his hows, and grinned 
and waved his hat in as graceful a manner as the gout 
permitted, and her ladyship and I replied to the aalutar 
tion with the utmost politeness and elegance on onr 

g 

I could not go to the play-table for some time after- 
wards, for Lady LjTidon and I had an argument on 
traosabstantiatiojiy which lasted for three hours, in which 
she was, as usual, viotorious, and in which her com- 
panion, the Honourable Miss Hint Skinner, fell asleep; 
but when, at last, I joined Sir Charles at the casino, he 
received me with a yell of laughter, as his wunt was, 
and introduced nie to all the company as Lady Lyndon's 
interesting young convert. This was his way. He 
laughed and sneered at every thing. He laughed when 
he was in a paroj^sm of pain; he laughed when he won 
money, or when he lost it; his laugh was not jovial oar 
agreeable, but rather painM and sardonic. 

''Gentlemen,'' aaid he to Punter, Colonel Loder, 
Coont da Canean, and several jovial fellows vrith whom 
ha used to disouss a flask of champagne and a Rheniah 

trout or two, after play, "see this amiable youth! He 
lias been troubled hy religious scruples, and has down 
for refuge to my chaplain, Mr. Kunt, who has asked for 
advice from my wi£e. Lady Lyndon; and, between them 
both, thij afe eouftcming mj ingeii]k>is young friend in 

16* 
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his faith. Did you ewtr hear of tsaxsh. dooton and saoli 
a disciple?'' 

^I^th, sir/' said I, ^'if I want to learn good prin- 
ciples ifs surely better I should apply for them to your 

lady and your chaphiin than to you!" 

''Ilo wants to step into my 6k)es!'' continued the 
kiught. 

"The man would be happy who did so," responded 
Ii ^'provided there were no chalkrstones includedP at 
which reply Sir Charles was .not very well pleased, and 
went on with increased rancour. Ho was always free- 
8puken in his cups, and, to say the truth, he was in 
his cups many more times in a week than his doctors 
allowed. 

''Is it not a pleasnre, gentlemen," said he, ''for me, 
as I am drawing near the goal, to find my home mHik a 
hap})y one; my wife so fond of me, that she is even now 

tliinkinj? of appointing a successor? (f don't nu an you 
precisely, Mr. Lyndon; you are only takin<^ your chance 
with a score of others whom I could mention.) Isn't it 
a comfort to see her, like a prudent liousewifc, getting 
everything ready for her hushand's departure?" 

"I hope yon are not thinking of leaving us soon, 
knight?" said I, with perfect sincerity, for I liked Mnoi ' 
as a most amusing companion. 

"Not so soon, my dear, as you may fancy, perhaps/' 
oonliiuied lie. "Why, man, 1 haye been given over 
any time these four years, and there was always a can- 
didate or two waiting to apply lor the si(|iatian» Who 
knows how long I may keep you waiting?'' and he did 
keep me waiting some little tone longer than at that 
period there was any reason to suspect. 

As I declared myself pretty openly, according to my 
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waul wjr, and aathm an wctxmtamed. to doBdibe the 
pcnoos of fSi6 ladieB witb wliora thmr bivoeB fiill in 

loTe; in compliance with this fasliion, 1 perhaps should 
say a word or two rospceting the charms of my J. ad)'' 
Lyndon. But tlioucih i celebrated tliem in many copies 
of verses of my own and other pecsoim' wnting, and 
though I filled reams of pttpcar in the paaaionate style of 
tiboae days with oomxdiniantB to every one of her beantiea 
and smiles y in whioli I compared her to erery flower, 
goddess, or famous heroine ever heard of; troth compels 
me to Hay, that there AA^as nolliins; divine ahout her ut 
all. 8he was very well, but no more. Her shape was 
hne^ her hair dark, her eyes good, and exceedingly 
actiTe; she loved singing, bat perfimned it ae so gieat 
a lady shonld, very much oat of tone. She had a smat- 
tering of haB«-dosen modem languap:es, and, as I have 
said before, of many more sciences llcan I even knew 
the name of. Slie pifjiu d lierself on knowing Greek and 
l^itin, but tlie truth is, that Mr. Hunt used to supply 
her with the quotatioins which she introduced into her 
Ttdnminoas oomspcmdemse. She had as much love of 
admiration^ as strong, uneasy a vanify, and as litOe hearty 
as any woman I ever knew. Oflierwifle, when her son, 
Tx>rd JkiiliLudou, on account of bis (liticronces with me, 
ran — hut that matter shall be told in its prn]H r time, 
iinally, my Lady Lyndon was about a year older than 
myself, though, of ooune^ she would take har Bihle oath 
that she was three years younger. 

Few men axe so honest as I am, for few will own 
to th^ real motives, and I dtm*i care a huttcm about 
confessing mine. A\ hat Sir Charles Lyiulou said was 
perfectly true. I made the acfjuaintance with Lady 

Lyndon with ulterior views. ^^iSk," md. X to hun, wh/su 
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after ihe soene desocibed and the jokas he made npon 
me^ we met akme, ^ki thoee lao^ that win. Ytm, 
were Tery pleasant iifKm me e few nights ainee, and on 

ray intentions regarding yoin- lady. Well, if they are 
what you think they are, — if 1 do -svish to step into 
your shoes, what then: I have no othe^' intentions than 
you. had yommelf. I'll be sworn to muster juat as much 
regaard for my Lady Lyndon to yon eirer diawed her; 
and if I win hst and wear her when yon 're dead and 
gone, corhleu^ knight, do you think it will he ilia fear of 
your gliost will deter me?" 

Lyndon laughed as usual, but somewhat discon- 
certedly; indeed I had clearly the best of him in the 
argument, and had just as nmdi right to hunt my fortune 
aa he had. 

But one day, he said, '^if you many auoh a woman 
aa my Lady Lyndon , maerk my words, you will regret 

it You will pine after the liberty you once enjoyed. 
By George! Captain Barry,*' he added with a si<rh, 
''the thing that I regret most in life, perhaps it is 
because I am old, blase ^ and dyings ia, that I never had 
a TiitooQs attaofameni" 

^'Hia, ha! a milkmaid's daughterP said I, ku^^hing 
at the absurdity. 

**Well, why not a milkmaid's daughter? My good 
fellow, I vms in love in youth, as most gentlemen are, 
with my tutor's daughter, Helena, a bounoing girl, of 
course older than myself (this made me remember my 
own littLe love passages wifli Nora Brady, in ilie days ^ 
my early Hfe)^ and do you know air, L heartily regret 
I didn't marry her? There 's nothing litS having a ^dr- 
tuous drudge at home, sir, depend upon that. It gives 
a sest to one's enjoyments in • the world, take my word 
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for it Ho man $ieam need mtiict biadself , or deny 
lumeeif a mngle aamieiiieiit for Mb infers sake; on Hie 

contrary, if he select the animal properly, he will choose 
such a one as shall he no har to his pleasure, but a com- 
fort in his hours of annoyance. For instance, I have 
got the gont: who tends me? A hired valet, who robe 
me ifbrnerer he has the power. Mj wife ne^^^ oomee 
near me. What ftiend hare IF lione in tiie wide 
•mM. If en of ilie world, as ym and I are, doift make 
friends, and wc arc fools for our pains. Get a friend, 
sir, and that friend a Avoman — a good household drud<i;e, 
who loves you. That is the most precious sort of friend- 
ship, for tiie expense of it is all on the Woman's side. 
!nie man needn't contribute anything. If he's a rogue, 
shell yow he's an angel; if he is a Imte, she will like 
him all ihe better for his ill-treatment of her. They 
1 hke it, sir, these women. They are bom to be our 
I greatest comforts and conveuieuces; our — our moral 
I boot-jacks, as it were; and, to men in your way of life, 
believe me such a person would be inraluable. I'm 
iaity speaking f6r your bodily and mental comfort's 
eake, mind. Why didnt I marry poor Hekna Ilower, 
tile curate's daughter?" 

I thought these speeches the remarks of a weakly, 
disappointed man, although since, perhaps, I have had 
reason to tlnd the truth of Sir Charles Lyndon's state- 
ments. The &ct is, in my opinion, that we often boy 
money very mueh too dear. To purchase a few thou- . 
sands a-year at tiie expense of an odious wife, is very 
' bad economy for a }'oung fellow of any talent and spirit; 
and there have been moments of my life when, in the 
midst of my greatest splendour and opulence, with 
' half-»4oaen lords at my ley^, with the finest horses 
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in my stables, the grandest house over my head, with 
unlimited credit at my banker's and — Lady Lyndon 
to boot, I have wished myseK back a private of Biilow's 
or anything so as to get rid of her. To return, however, 
to the story. Sir Charles, with his complication of ills, 
was dying before us by inches; and I Wo no doubt it 
could not have been very pleasant to him to see a young 
handsome fellow paying court to his widow before his 
own face, as it were. After I once got into the house 
on the transubstantiation dispute, I found a dozen more 
occasions to improve my intimacy, and was scarcely 
ever out of her ladyship's doors. The world talked and 
blustered, but what cared I? The men cried fie upon 
the shameless Irish adventurer, but J have told my way 
of silencing such envious people; and my sword had 
by this time got such a reputation through Europe, that 
few people cared to encounter it. If I can once get 
my hold of a place, I keep it. Many's the house I have 
been to where I have seen the men avoid me. "Faugli! 
the low Irishman," they would say. "Bah! the coarse 
adventurer!'^ ''Out on the insufferable blackleg and 
puppy!" and so forth. This hatred has been of no 
inconsiderable service to me in the world; for when 
I fasten on a man, nothuig can induce me to release 
my hold; and I am left to myself, which is all the 
better. As I told Lady Lyndon in those days with 
perfect sincerity, "Calista" (I used to call her Calista 
in my correspondence) — "Calista, I swear to thee, by 
the spotlessness of thy own soul, by the brilliancy of 
thy immitigable eyes, by every thing pure and chaste 
in heaven and in thy own heart, that I will never 
cease from following thee! Scorn I can bear, and have 
borne at thy hands. Indifference I can surmount; 't is 
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ft xock wluch mj emugj will elinb OYVt, a magnet 
wbidt attnete tiie danntlefla irai of my ENyaU" and it 
▼as trvte, I wouldn't have left her — no, though they 
had kicked me downstairs eveiy day I presented myself 
at her door. 

Xhat ifl my way of fascinating women. Let the mm, 
who has. to make his fortune in life lemflniber thia 
maxim. Attacking ia bis «iily aeovei Darei and the 
world always yields; or, if ii beat yoa Bometimfli, dare 

again, and it will succumb. In those days my spirit was 
so great, that if I had set my licart upon marrying 
a princess of the blood, I would have had her! 

I told Calista my story, and altered very, very little 
of ikm tniHi. Jfy object waa to fiaghi^ her, to ehow 
ha that what I wanted that I daved, tiiat what I dated 
^t I won; and fiieie wore striking passages enough 
in ni}' lustory to convince her of my iron will and 
indomitable courage. "Never hope to escape me, madam,** 
1 would say: "offer to marry another man, and he dies 
apon this eword, which noTer yet met its master. Fly 
£rom me, and I will loUow you, thoogh it were to the 
gates of Hades." I promiBe you this was vary diffieirent 
language to that she had been in the habit of hearing 
from her Jemmyjcssamy adorers. You should have seen 
how I scared the fellows from her! 

When I said in this energetic way that I would 
Mk>w Lady Lyndon across the Styx if necessary, of 
ooittse I meaait that X would do so, pnmded nothing 
more suitable presented itsdf in tlie interim. If JgrAad 
would not' die, where was iiie nse of my pntsiong the 
countess? And somehow, towards the end of the Spa 
season, very miicli to my mortification 1 do confess, the 
knight made another xaUy, it seemed as if nothing would 
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kill him. am mrry fhr ymif Captma Bany/* be 

would say, laughino: a« tumal. **I'm griev^ to keep 

you, or any gentle iiiau, waiting. Had you not bettor 
urrangu with my doctor, or get the cook to tiavour my 
omelette with arsenic? What are the odds, gentlemen," 
ke would add, ''tiiat I don't live to see Captain Bany 
banged yet?" 

In ^Mst ibe dooton tinkered bim up lior a year. 
"It's my usual luck," I could not help saying to my 
uncle, who was mv conjidential and most excellent 
adviser in all matters of the lienrt; "I've been wasting 
the treasures of my atfections upon tliat Hirt of a countess, 
and bere's her busband restored to health and likely to 
lire I don^ know bow many yeais!^' And as if to add 
to my mor(afloati<m» ibere eame just at this period to 
Spa, an English taUow-chandler^s heiress, with a plum to 
her fortune, and Madame Comu, tlie widow of a Norman 
cattlo-doaler and farmer-general, with a dropsy and two 
hundred thousand liyres aryear. 

"Whafs the use of my following the Lyndons to 
England,'' says I, ''if the knigbt wont die?*" 

''Bent follow them, my dear simple ebild,'' replied 
my uncle. "Stop here and pay court to the new 
arrivals." 

"Yes, and lose Calista for oyer, and the greatest 
estate in all England/' 

"Poob; poob! yonibs like yon easily fire and easily 
despond. Keep up a eoirespondence wi^ Lady Lyndon. 
Yon know there^l notiiinrg she likes so mnob. Therefs 
the Irish abbe, who will write you the most charming 
lettei-s for a crown a-piece. Let her go, write to her, 
and meanwhile look out for anything else which may 
torn up. Wbo knows? you migbt many tibe Konnan 
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widow, bury her, take her money, and be ready for the 
countess against the knighfs death." 

• And 80 with vows of the most profound respectful 
attachment, and having given twenty louis to Lady 
Lyndon's waiting-woman for a lock of her hair (of which 
fact, of course, the woman informed her mistress), I took 
leave of the countess, when it became necessary for her • 
to return to her estates in England, swearing I would fol- 
low her as soon as an aflPair of honour I had in my 
hands could be brought to an end. 

I shall pass over the events of the year that ensued 
before I again saw her. She wrote to me according to 
promise, with much regularity at tirst, with somewhat 
less frequency afterwards. My affairs, meanwhile, at the 
play-table went on not unprosperously, and I was just 
on the point of marr5dng the widow Comu (we were at 
Brussels by this time, and the poor soul was madly in 
love with me), when the London Gazette was put into 
my hands, and I read the following annoimcement: — 

"Died at Cnstle-Lyndon, in the kingdom of Ireland, the Ripht Tlononr- 
able Sir Charles Lyndon, Knight of the Bath, Member of Parliament for 
Lyndon in Devonshire , and many years his majesty's representative at 
various European courts. He liath left behind him a name whicli is en- 
deared to all his friends for his manifold virtues and talents, a reputation 
justly acquired in the service of his majesty, and an inconsolable widow to 
deplore his loss. Her ladyship, the bereaved Countess of Lyndon, was at 
the Bath when the horrid intelligence reached her of her husband's demise, 
and hastened to Ireland immediately in order to pay her last sad duties to 
bis beloved remains.'' 

That very night I ordered my chariot and posted to 
Ostend, whence I freighted a vessel to Dover, and tra- 
velling rapidly into the West, reached Bristol, from which 
port I embarked for Waterford, and found myself, after 
an absence of eleven years, in my native country. 
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CHAPTEK XIV. 

I Return to Irelandt and Exhibit my Splendour and Generosity in that 

Kingdom. 

How were times changed with me now! I had left 
my country a poor penniless hoy — a private soldier in 
a miserahle marcliing regiment. I returned an accom- 
plished man, with property to the amount of five thou- 
sand guineas in my possession, mth a splendid wardrobe 
and jewel-case worth two thousand more, having mingled 
in all the scenes of life a not undistinguished actor in 
them, having shared in war and in love, having by my 
own genius and energy won my way from poverty and 
obscurity to competence and splendour. As I looked out 
from my chariot windows as it rolled along over the 
bleak, bare roads, by the miserable cabins of the 
peasantry, who came out in their rags to stare as the 
splendid equipage passed, and huzzaed for his lordship*s 
honour as they saw the magnificent stranger in the 
superb gilded vehicle, my huge body servant Eritz lolling 
behind with curling moustaches and long queue, his 
green livery barred with silver lace, I could not help 
thinking of myself with considerable complacency, and 
thanking my stars that had endowed me with so many 
good qualities. But for my own merits I sliould have 
been a raw Irish squireen, such as those I saw swagger- 
ing about the wretched towns through which my chariot 
passed on its road to Dublin. I might have married 
Nora Urady (and though, thank Heaven, I did not, 
I have never thought of that girl but with kindness, and 
even remember the bitterness of losing her more clearly 
at this moment than any other incident of my life), 
I might have been the father of ten children by this 
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time, or a farmer on my own acoount, or an agent to a 
sqiiiro, or a gaup^cr, or an attorney, and here I was one 
of tlie most famous gentlemen of J-^urope! I bade my 
fellow get a bag of copper money and throw it among 
the crowd as w changed hjiBm, and I wsnant me 
there was as nnieh shouting set up in praise ot my 
honoor as if my Lord Townssnd, Ilia liiKd4ieiitenant 
himseif, had been passing. 

My second day's j(juniey, for the Insli roads were 
rough in those days, and the progress of a gentleman's 
chariot terribly slow, bronglit me to Carlow, whess I put 
up at the Tsry inn which I had used elovea y«an h$tk 
when flying ten home after iiie supposed murder of 
Qain in tiie duel. How well I remember every moment 
of the scene! The old landlord' was gon<j who had 
ser^'od me; the inn that 1 then tliouglit so comlortable 
looked wretched and dismantled, but the claret was as 
good as in the old days, and I had the host to paKtoice 
of a jug of it and bear ^e nows ni iha couaiiy. 

He was as oomnmnicaiiTe as hosts usually axe; the 
crops and the markets, the price of beasts at last Castle- 
Dermot fair, the last story about the Ticar, and the last 
joke of Father Hogan the priest; how the AV'hite Boys 
had burned Hquire Hcanlan's licks, and the highwaymen 
had been beaten off in their attack upon Bir Thomas's 
house; who was to hunt the Kilkenny hounds next 
season^ and the wunderM run entbely fliey had last 
March; what troops were in the town, and how Miss 
Eiddy Toole had run oil" with Ensign MulUns; all the 
news of sport, assize, and quarter-sessions were detailed 
by this worthy chronicler of small-beer, who wondered 
that my honour hadn't heard of them in England or in 
iDBsign parte, where he seemed to think Urn wodd wus 
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•0 iAttmted he yrhB ftbont tiie dou^ of Eilkemiy 
and Gnlow. I listened to these tales with, I own, a 

considerable pleasure, for every now and ^am a name 
would come up in the conversation wliicli I remembered 
in old days, and l)riiig witli it a hundred associations 
connected with them. 

I had neeiyed many letters from my motfaery idooli 
infofmed me of the ddngs of the Brady's Town Suaaif. 
liy miele was dead, and Micky his eldest sim, had fol- 
lowed him too to the p^rave. The Brady g^irls had se- 
pai'uted from their ])at( riial roof as soon as their elder 
brother came to rule over it. Some were married, some 
gone to settle with their odious old mother in out-of-the- 
way watering-places. Ulick, though he had soeceeded to 
'flie estate^ had come in for a bankmpt property, and 
Oasfle Brady was now inhabited only by the bate and 
owls, and the old gamekeeper. My mother, Mrs. Harry 
Barry, had gone to live at liray, to sit under Mr. Jowls, 
her favourite preaeb(T, wlio liad a chapel there; and, 
finally, the landlord told m.e, that ^Irs. Jkrry^s son had 
gone to fovaign parts, eiiluri;ed in the Pmssiaai serme^ . 
and had been shot theie as a deserter. 

I dcmt ears to own ^t I hired a stoat nag from 
tiie lalidlord's stable after dinner, and rode back at niglit- 
fall, twent^^ miles to my old home. Mv heart beat to 
see it. Ban'j^'ille had got a pestle and mortar over the 
door, and was called "The Esculapian Eepository/' by 
Dootcr Macshane; a red-headed lad was spreading a 
lobster in the old pailoiir; the fitOe window of my room, 
onoe so neat and bright, was evaeked in many plaoes, 
and stuffed with rags here and there; the flowers had 
disappeared from the trim garden-beds wliich my good 
orderly mother tended. In the churchyard there were 
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two more names put into the stone over the family vault 
of the Bradys; they were those of my cousin, tor whom 
my regard was small, and my uncle, whom I had always 
loved. I asked mj old companion the blackgmithy who 
had beaten me so often in old da^, to give mj hsOBe a 
£Bed and a litter: he was a worn, weavy-looking man 
now^ with a dozen dirty, ragged children paddling about 
his smithy, and had no recollection of the line gentle- 
man who stood before him. I did not seek to recall 
myself to his memory till the next day, when I put ten 
guineas into his hand, and bade him drink the heailih of 
English Bedmond. 

As for Castle Brady, the gates of the park were still 
i^uBxe, hat the old trees were cnt down in the ayenne, a 
black stump jutting out here and there, and casting long 
shadows as 1 passed in the moon-light over the worn, 
grass-grown, old road, A few cows were at pasture 
there. The gaidenr^ate was gone, and the place* a 
tangled wilderness. I sat down on the old benoh, where 
* I had sat on the day wben Kora jilted me; and I do 
beHeye my feelings were as strong then as they had 
been when I was a boy, eleven years before; and 1 
caught myself almost cr}dng again, to think that 'Nora 
Brady had deserted me. I believe a man foigets nothing. 
Fve seen a flower, or heard some trivial word or two, 
which hare awakened recoUeotions that somehow had 
lain dofmant for scores of yean; and when I entered 
the house in Clarges Street, where I was bom (it was 
used as a gam])ling-house when I first visited London), 
all of a sudden the memory of my childhood came back 
to me — of my aotual infiancy; 1 recollected my father 
in green and gold, holding me np to look at a gilt 
ooadi which stood at the door, and my motiier in a 
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flowered sack, with patches on her face. Some day, I 
wonder, will everything we have seen and thought and 
done come and flash across our minds in this way? 
I had rather not. I felt so as I sat upon the bench at 
Castle Brady, and thought of the by-gone times. 

The hall-door was open — it was always so at that 
house; the moon was flaring in at tlie long old windows, 
and throwing ghastly chequers upon the floors; and the 
stars were looking in on the other side, in the blue of 
the yawning window over the gi'oat stair; from it you 
could see the old stable-clock, with the letters glistening 
on it still. There had been jolly horses in those stables 
once; and I could see my uncle's honest face, and hear 
him talking to his dogs as they came jumping and 
whining and barking round about him of a gay winter 
morning. We used to mount there; and the girls looked 
out at us from the hall-window, where I stood and 
looked at the sad, mouldy, lonely old place. There was 
a red light shining through the crevices of a door at one 
comer of the building, and a dog presently came out 
baying loudly, and a limping man followed with a 
fowling-piece. ' 

"Who's there?" said the old man. 

"PniL PuKCELL, don't you know me?" shouted I; 
"it's Redmond Barry." 

I thought the old man would have fired his piece at 
me at first, for he pointed it at the window; but 1 
called to him to hold his hand, and came down and 
embraced him. * * * 'Psha! I don't care to tell 
the rest: Phil and I had a long night, and talked over 
a thousand foolish old things tliat have no interest for 
any soul alive now; for what soul is there alive that 
cares for Barry Lyndon? 
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I settled a lumdred gainoas on the old mm I 
got tD DnUiii^. and made ham. an annuity irfaifih enaUed 

him to pass bis old days in comfort 

Poor Phil Purcell was amusing himself at a game of 
exceedingly dirty cards with an old acquaintance of 
mine, no other than Tim, who was called my "valet" in 
the days of yore, and whom the reader may remember 
at dad in my fftther's old liveries. They used to bang 
about bim in those timesi and lap oyer bis -wrists and 
down to bis heels; bat Tim, tiioiigh he protested be had 
nigh killed himself .with grief when I went away, had 
managed to grow enormously fat in my absence, and 
would have fitted almost into Daniel Lambert's ooat, or 
that of the vicar of Castle Brady, whom he served in 
ibe capacity of dork. I wonld bare engaged the felkfw 
in my serriee bat for his monstix>as size, which rendered 
him qaite trnfit to be the attendant of* any gentleman of 
condition; and so I presented him with a handsome 
gratuity, and i)rumised to stand godfather to his next 
child, the eleventh since my absence. There is no 
coon^ in the world where Ibe work of multiplying is 
esmed on so prosperously as in my native island. Mr. 
Tim bad married the girls' waiting-maid, who bad* been 
a kind friend of mine in the early times; and I bad to 
go salute poor Molly next day, and found her a slatternly 
wench in a mud hut, surrounded by a brood of children 
almost as ragged as those of my friend the blacksmith. 

Erom Tim and Pbil Purcell, thns met fortoitoosly 
together, I got the very last news req^cting my &mily* 
ICy mother was well. 

"Faith, sir,*' says iiiii, ^^and you're come in tune 
mayhap from preventing an addition to 3'our family.* 

'^Sirr' exclaimed I, in a fit of indignation. 
Tkackeroff, MUceUanie^. YL 17 
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^Jk OkB Aape of fSediieivin-law, I mane^ m,^ says 

Tim: "the misthress is going to take on with Mister 
Jowles the praacher.^^ 

Poor Kora, hye added, had made many additions to 
the illiistrions xaoe of Quin; and my cousm XJlick was 
in Dnblixiy ooming to little good^ both my intemants 
feared, and haTing managed to ran thiongh Ae email 
available remains of property which my good old uncle 
had left behind hira. 

I saw I should have no small family to provide for; 
and then, to conclude the evening, Phil, Tim, and I, had 
a bottle of usquebaugh , the taste of which I had re- 
membered for deven good yeacB, and did not part ex- 
cept with tile waimest tenns of fellowBhip, and until 
the sun had been some time in the sky. I am ex- 
ccedinsrlv affable: that has always been one of mv clia- 
racteristics. I have no false pride, as many men of high 
lineage Hke my own have, and, in default of better com- 
pany, will bob and nob with a ploughboy or a priyate 
aol^er jnst as readily as with the fiiat noble in the • 
land. 

I went back to the villapje in the morning, and 
found a pretext for visiting BaiTj^Ue under a de^-ice of 
puichasiog drugs. The hooks were still in the waU 
where my silver-hilted sword used to hang; a blister was 
lying on the window-sill, where my mo&er^s Whole 
tDaty of Ifon" had its place; and tiie odioos DootorMao^ 
shane had found out who I was (my countrymen find 
out everything, and a great deal more besides), and 
sniggering, asked me how I left tlie King of Prussia, 
and whether my friend the Emperor Joseph was as much 
liked as the Empress Maria Theresa had been. The 
bell-ringeis would have had a ling of bells for me, bat 
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there was but one, TiiOy who was too fat to pull, and I 
lode off before the yio$x, Doctor Bolter (who had siic- 
eeeded old ICr. Tesdetf -who had the liviiig in my time), 
bad tune to come .oat to eom^iiiient me; bat tibe lap- 
BcaUions of the beggarly village had asBembled in a 
dirty army to welcome me, and cheered "Hurrah for 
Masther Eedmond!" as I rode away. 

My people were not a little anxious regarding me by 
the time I retained to Carlow, and the landhwd was 
teiy mooh afraid, he said, ^tmt the hii ^ w a ymen had 
gotten hold of me. There, too, my name and station 
had been learned from my servant Fritz, who had not 
spared his praises of his master, and had invented some 
magniticent histories concermnp: me. He said it was the 
truth thai I was intimate with half the sovereigns of 
Saiope, and the pifme fkroozite with most of them. 
Lideed I had made my onde's Order of the Spar here- 
ditary, and travelled onder Ihe name of the Cheralier 
Barry, chamberlain to the Duke of Hohenzollurn Sigma- 
lingen. 

They gave me the best horses the stable possessed 
to earry me <m my road to Dublin, and the strongest 
ropes for harness; and we got on pretty well, and there 
was no rencontre between the highwaymen and the 

pistols with which Fritz and I were provided. We lay 
that night at Kilcullen, and the next day I made my 
entry into the city of Dublin, with four horses to my 
eairiage, five thousand guineas in my purse, and one of 
ate most brilliant reputaticms in Europe, having quitted 
fte oity a beggarly boy, eleven years before. 

The citizens of Dublin have as great and laudable a 
desire for knowiag their neiglibours' coucerns as the 
country people have; and it is impossible for a gentle- 

17* 
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man, however modest his desires may be (and such mine 
have notoootifily been thiough life), to eoter the capital 
iFithout having his name printed in erevy neweq^per 
iofwii and mentiaaed in a niimhcr of sooieties* Kj name 
and tifleB wete all OTer the town me day after my ar- 
rival. A great number of polite persons did me the 
honour to call at niy lodgings, when I selected them; 
and this was a point very necessary of immediate care, 
for the hotels in the town were but vulgar holes, unfit 
for a nobleman of my &8bion and eleganee. I had been 
infbnned of the £Eust hy travellem on flie eontinent; and 
determining to fix (m a lodging at once, I bade tiie 
drivers go slowly up and down the streets with my 
chariot, until I had selected a place suitable to my rank. 
This proceediiiji, and the uncouth questions and be- 
haviour of my German Fritz, who was instnioted to 
make inqniries at the di&ven^ hmiaeB nntil conyMiient 
iq^artments oonld be lighted upon> brought an immenae 
mob round my ooaoh^ and by ike time the rooms were 
chosen you might have supposed I was the new general 
of the forces, so great was the multitude following us. 

I fixed at length upon a handsome suite of apart* 
ments in Capel Street, paid the ragged postilions who 
had driven me a splendid gratuity, and eatabliahing my* 
lelf in the rooms with my baggage and Vntz, deaiied 
the landlord to engage me a second fellow to wear my 
liveries, a couple of stout reputable chairmen and their 
machine, and a coachman who had handsome job-horses 
to liire for my chariot, and serviceable riding hows to 
selL I gave him a handsome sum in advance; and I 
promise you the effect of my advartisement was sach, 
that next day I had a regular levee in my anteehamber; 
grooms, valetSi and maitres-d'hotel, offered themselves 
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iritihovt mnulMrf I had proposab fat th# purehtse of 
hones sufflcient to mount a rep^iment, bolii from dealers 

and gentlemen of the first thsliion. Sir Lawlcr Gawler 
came to propose to me the most elegant bay mare ever 
stepped; my Lord Dundoodle had a team of four that 
wouldn't disgrace mjr Mend the impcror; and the 
Macquia of Ballyiftgget tent his gontlaiiiaa and fab 
pUmenta, rtathig thst if I would step up to hk stables^ 
or do him the honour of breakfasting witli liim pre- 
viously, he would show me the two finest greys in 
Europe. I detenuined to accept the in\dtations of Dun- 
doodle and Ballyragget, but to purchase my horses from 
ih« dealers. It is ahfojni liie best way. Bendes, in 
flum days, in Iielaiid, if a fentUmaa wammted Mi 
hovset md it was not sound, or a dispute arose, the 
remedy you had Avas the offer of a bullet in your waist* 
coat. I had played at the bullet game too much in 
earnest to make use of it heedlessly: and 1 may say, 
proudly for myself, that I nayer engaged in a duel un- 
Imd I had a real, available, and prudent reason for it 
There waa a simplieify about ttds Iiish gentry wMeii 
amused* and made me wonder. If they tell more "fibs 
than their downright ncigliljours across the water, on the 
other hand they believe more; and I made myself in a 
single week suoh a reputation in Dublin as would take 
a man ten years and a mint of money to aequire m 
London* I had won five handled thooaaad pcnmds at 
play; I was Hie fkyovanbt of the Empress Gatheviae of 
Russia; the confidential agent of Frederick of Prussia; 
it was I won the battle of Hochkirchen; I was the 
cousin of Madame Du Barry, the French king's favourite, 
and a thousand things beside. Indeed, to tell the truth, 
i Unted SI ftoiabif of thesa stones to aqr kind iomda 
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Ballyragget aai Gawler, whea Hiej irece nirf; Am to 

improve the hints I gave them. 

After having witnessed the splendours of civilised 
life abroad, the si^ht of Dublin in the year 1771, when 
I retamed thither, fitruck me with auy^ung but respect 
It -WIS as savage as Warsaw almoflt, without the i^;al 
gnrndenr of tiie latter diy. The people looked more 
rs^ged Hum any raoe I have ever seen, except iiie gipsy 
hordes along the banks of the Danube. There was, as 
I have said, not an inn in the town fit for a gentleman 
of condition to dwell in. Those luckless fellows who 
ooold not keep carriage, and walked the streets at ziighl^ 
ran imadnent risks of the knives ci the women and 
rnflaaos who hij ia wait there, — of a set of raggedy 
savage villaaas who neither knew the use of c^oe nor 
razor; and as a gentleman entered his chair of his 
chariot, to be carried to his evening rout, or the play, 
the flambeaux of the footmen would light up such a set 
of wild, gibbanng, Miiesiaa fsusea as wouhi ^hten a 
genteel person of sveBi^ nerves. I was liiddly en- 
dowed with strong ones; besides, had seen my aadable 
ooontrymen before. 

I Imow this description of tlicm will excite anger 
among some Irish patriots, who don't like to have the 
nakedness of our land abused, and are angry if the 
whole truth be told concerning it. But, bah! it was a 
poor provincial plaoe, DaUin, in the old days of whieh 
I Bfiekp and many a tenth-iwle German nsidence u 
more genteeL There were, it is true, near three hun- 
dred resident peers at the period; and a house of com- 
mons; and my lord-mayor and his corporation; and a 
loystering, noisy university, whereof the students made 
no mali disturhflsoes niflchtlv« natronised the n)iuidhfiiB& 
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4ii€ked obnoadonB printeiB and tradesmflsii a&d gave the 
Uw at ilie 8lroei Theatre. Bat I had seen too 
mneh of the ftnft society <^ Sarope to be mnob tempted 

by the society of these noisy gentry, and was a little 
too much of a gentleman to mingle with the disputes 
and politics of my lord-mayor and his aldermen. In the 
House of Commona there were some dozen of right plea- 
sant fellows. I never heard in the fkiglish parliament 
better speeches than from Flood and Daly, of Gabray. 
Kck Sheridan, though not a well-bred person, was as 
amusing and ingenious a table-companion as ever I met; 
and, tliouirh during Mr. Edmund Burke^s interminable 
speeches in the English house, I used always to go to 
sleep, I y^ ha?e heard fma well-informed par&s that 
Mr. Burke was a person of conodenible abilities, and 
even reputed to be eloquent in his more fiiTourable 
moments. 

I soon began to enjoy to the full extent the plea- 
sures that the wretched place affords, and which were^ 
within a gentleman's reach; Banelagh and the Bidotto; 
Ui. Mosaop, «t Crow street; my lord-lieutenanlfs partieB, 
where ihexe was a great dioA too mneh boosdng, and too 
fittle play, to rait a person of my elegant said i^ftned 
habits; Daly's coffee-house, and the houses of the nobi- 
lity, were soon open to me; and I remarked with 
astonishment in the higher circles, what I had ex- 
perienced in tiie lower on my first unhappy Tisit to 
Dublin, an ezlzaordinary want of money, and a pre* 
poatn^cms deal of promissory notes flyhig about, fot 
which I was quite unwilling to stake my guineas. The 
ladies, too, were mad for play, but exceeding unwilling 
to pay when they lost. Thus, when the old Countess of 
Irampin£^t^ lost ten pieoes to me at quadxall% she gave 
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me, instead of the money, her ladyship's note rf hand 
on her a2>cnt in Galway; which 1 put, with a p-oat deal 
of politeness, into the candle. But when the countess 
made m« a second piopositioii to play, I said, that as 
mm m hm ladyahifi's rmittaooot wwe amyed, I would 
be tte veadmt petBoii to meet hi9t\ bat till then wm 
hut rery htimble servant. And I maiiilamed tihoa rao- 
lution and singular character throughout the Dublin 
society: giving out at Daly's that I was ready to play 
any man^ fac any sum, at any game; or to fence wdth 
him, or to ride with him (regard being bad to our 
weigbt)^ or to aboot flying, or at a niaik; end in thii 
latter floeonpliflfaaaent, especially if ike nark be a live 
one, Irisb gentlemen of that day bad no ordiBaijr 
BkiU. 

Of course, I despatched a courier in my liveries to 
Castle Lyndon with a private letter for Eunl^ demanding 
from bim fuU particulars of tbe CountoM of Lyndon's 
fltttte of health and mind; and a touebing and ekqneaat 
letter to her ladyship, in -whkk I bade her remember 
ancient days, which I tied up with a single hair from 
the lock wliicli" T had purcliased from her woman, and in 
which I told her that Sylvander remembered his oath, 
and could nevcff foiget bis Calista. The anawer I re^ 
eeived ftom her wae exceedin^y unsatifllaetory and in- 
ezplieiti ftat from l£r. Kant explicit enoi^bi bwt not at 
aU pleasant in its eontmte. My lord Oe<Nrge Peynings, 
the Marquess of Tiptoti's younger son, was paying very 
marked addresses to the widow, being a kinsman of the 
family, and having been called to Ireland relative to the 
will of the deceeeed Six Charles Lyndon. 

Now, tbm ynm a sort of nnigh-end'^ready hm in 

wm ef geeat eowraiMnee to 
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persona desirous of oxpeditious justice, and of wliich the 
newspapers of the time contain a hundred proo&. fellows 
with ikm BidbMinai dt dqotoni Eis»baUy Idueoteiint Baff- 
eosl» and S^ign Steele, weie lepeaiedly sending waming 
letters to landlords, and murderinj? tliem if the notes 
were unattended to. The celel)ratcd Captain Thunder 
ruled in the southern counties, and liis business seemed 
to be to procure wives for gentlemen who had not suffir 
mat means to please ihe 'parents of &e joong kdies, oi^ 
perhaps^ had not time fbr a long and intrieaite eoutihip. 

I had fnmd mf eonsin UUdk at BiiUin, W^own rmj 
fttt, and very poor; hunted up by Jews and creditors; 
dwelling in all soils of queer corners, from whicli lie 
iasued at nightfall to the oastle, or to his card-party at 
Ms tayem; but he was always the conrageoiis fellow: and 
I hinted to him the state ot my affections ragaxding Ladj 
LyndoBL 

•'The Countess of Lyndon!" said poor TJlick; "well, 
that is a wonder. I myself have been miirhtily sweet 
upon a youn^ i^^dy, one of the iviijoys cf iiailyhack, wlio 
has ten thousand pounds to her fortune, and to whom 
her ladyship is guardian; hat how is a poor fellow witb- 
eui a eoat to his hack to get on with an heiress m mh 
company as that! I might as wdl pcopoae for the com- 
tess mvself." 

"You had better not," said 1, laughing; "the man 
who tries runs a chance of going out of the world first." 
And r explained to him my own intention regarding 
Ladj I^yiMtoA; and honest iniefc, whose respect for me 
was prodigious whsn he saw how (^leodid my appeannee 
was, and heard how wonderM my adventures and great 
my experience of fashionable life had been, was lost in 

sdmiration. of my dmng md eneigyi when I confided to 
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him my mtentuni of marrying the grefttMt heizefli in 

Eagland, 

I Md(3 Ulick go out of toAvn on any pretext he chose, 
and put a latter into a post-ofiice near Castle Lyndon, 
whioh I piepisnd in a feigned hand^ and in whioh I 
Bolmn varning to Lotd Oeofge jDxagi to quit 
iiie coimtry, saying that liie great priae -wati never muut 
for the likes of him; and that there were heiresses enough 
in England, without coming to rob them out of the 
domains of Captain Fireball. The letter was written on 
a diriy piece of paper, in the worst of spelling; it came 
to my lord hj the post-conTejfBaoe, and^ being a high- 
Bpiiited young man, lie of ooozBe, laughed at it 

Ab ill4iick wofild have it ^b^r Um, he appeared in 
Dublin a very short time afterwards; was introduced to 
the Chevalier liedraond 15arrv, at the lord-lieutenant's 
table; adjourned with him and several other gentlemen 
to the club at Daiy^Bi and there , in a dispute about the 
ledigree of a hone, in whioh everybody said I was in 
he light, ymd» ame, ai^ a meeting wm the oonae- 
[neiMse. I had had no affair in Dublin since my arrival, 
md people were anxious to see whether I was equal to 
my reputation. I make no boast about these matters, 
but always do them when the time comes; and poor 
L(«d George, who had a neat hand and a apassk eye 
encro^ but was hied in Ihe dnmsyEi^lish school, only 
stood be^»re my point until I had deleiimned wbeie I 

I should hit him. 

My sword went in under his guard, and came out at 
liis back. When he fell, he good-naturedly extended his 
hand to me, and said, ".4fr. Baary^ I was wrongi" I 
felt not very well at ease, when toe poor fellow made 
this eonftiBwiii fbr flie dfspiits had been of my aaUng^ 
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and, to tell the truth, I had neyor intended it should 
end in any other way than a meeting. 

He lay an his hed for four mmKOiB with thil effeeii 
of that wound; and the same port whieh Msyeyed io 
lady Lyndon the news of the duel, oarried her a 
message from Captain fireball to say, "This is ifUMBEE 
one!" 

*'Tou, Ulick said I, "shall be number two.'* 
''Jg'aith/' said my comdn, "one's enough!" bat I had 
my -plBXL regaiding himi and detenained at onoe to 
bmeftt this hoaesi foOxm, and to finrwwrd my own 
designs upon the widow. 

CHAPTEE XV. 

I Pay Coart to my Lady Lyndon. 

As my nnde's atUboder was not i«nmsed ftr heing 

oat with the Pretender, in 1745, it would have been 
inconvenient for him to accompany his nephew to the 
land of our ancestors, where, if not hanging, at least a 
tedious process of imprisonment, and a doubtful pardon, 
would haye awaited the good oM gentleBian. In any 
importaat erisb of my Hfe, his adfiee was always of iiBr 
portance to me, and I ^d not ML to seek it at this 
juncture, and to implore his counsel as regarded my 
pursuit of the widow; I told him the situation of her 
hearty as I have described it in the last chapter, of the 
progress that young Poynings had made in her affections, 
and of her fbigatfiilness of her old admirer, and I got a 
letter, in leply, fhll of excellent suggeationSy by -vAiidk 
I did not fail to profit 

Tlie kind chevalier prefaced it by saying, that he . 
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m iter the jamoA hotx^mg ia fhe MiiMiite comeak at 
l^nuselB, that he hed timi^ti of mekmi^ Itii §ahafbBief 

and retiring for ever from the world, devoting hiimielf to 
the severest practices of religion. Meanwliile he wrote 
wiUi regard to ih» lovely widow. It was natural that a 
person of her Tast wealth and not disagreeable person 
should hare many adora» about herf and that, aa in her 
hnshand'a lifetime, she had shown herself not at all dis- 
inclined to receive my addresses, I must maike no manner 
of doubt I was not the first person whom she had so 
iiavoured, nor was 1 iikelj to be the last 

"I wonldy my dear child," he added, "that the ugly 
attainder round my neck, and the resolution I have 
formed of retiring from a world sin and vanity alto- 
gether, did not prevent me from coming personally to 
your aid in this delicate crisis of your affairs; for, to 
lead them to a good end, it requires not only the indo- 
mitable courage, swag^, and audacity, which you poa* 
aw hey«ad any youag man I have ever known, (aa for 
the 'swagger/ aa tiia chevalier calls it, I deny it in 
heing always most aiodest in my demeanour), bat thouf^ 
you have the vigour to execute, you have not the in- 
genuity to sufr<;est plans of conduct for the following out 
of a scheme that is likely to be long and difficult of 
execution. Would you have ever thought of the lyflH^t 
scheme of the Countess Ida, which so neatly made you 
the greatest ftrtnae in Europe, hut for the advice and 
experience of a poor old man, now making up his ac- 
counts willi the world, and about to retire j&rom it for 
good and all? 

"Well, with regard to the Countess of Lyndon, your 

mimer of winnuDg her k qaite m Smr at jnient to me^ 
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Bor can I adTise day lyj day as I would I conld, accord- 
ing to circumstances as they arise. But your general 
scheme should 1)0 this. If I rememher the letters you 
used to have from her dimug the period of the oorrespon* 
dence wliioh the sillj woman entertaiiifid yoa witfa^ much 
lof^Hawa iiftntiinftiit paMod between 70% and eepedally 
was written her ladyship herself; fihe is a hine-«toekingy 
and fond of writing; she used to make her griefs with ' 
her husband the continual theme of her correspondence 
(as women will do). I recollect several passages in her 
li6tteis bitterly dcpioring her &Jbb in being united to one 
00 unwiMcfhy of her. 

''Siirely» in fbB mass of billets yon poeseea tnm het^ ' 
there mnst be enough to compromise her. Look them 
well over, select passapjes, and threaten to do so. AYrite • 
to her at first in the undoubting tone of a lover who 
haa every claim upon her. Then, if she is silent^ 
mionstiatey alluding to fanoBi piomisei from her, pfo* 
dndng pn)0& of her fbcm^ regard for yon, Toving 
despair, deetmotiony reyemge, if die pcorre vnftdiMiiL 
Frighten her — astonish her by some daring feat, which 
will let her see your iudomitable resolution; you are the 
man to do it. Your sword has a reputation in Europe, 
and you have a chaiaoter for boldness, which was the 
first thing that cansed my Lyndon to torn her eysa 
npon yon. Ifake fiie people talk about yon at DoUfin. 
Be as splendid, and as hnm, and as odd as poenUe. 
How 1 vnsli I were near you! You have no iiuagination 
to invent such a character as I would make for you — 
but why speaki have I not enough of the world and its 
TBuitiea?'' 

Tbsm im vmk praatical good^senae in this adneo^ 
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^irUah I qjoubbf tuiaoouBipaBmtd iriiii the lengttiened 
tecription of hk moriificatioiis tad ixm^aoB yrbinik my 

uncle indulged in, finishinp: his letter, aa usual, "with 
earnest prayers for my conversion to the true Mth. But 
he was constant to his form of worship; and I, as a man 
<rf boQour and priaoipley was resolate to mine, and have 
no ixnbk tiliat the in this reepeoti ivill be ae ao- 
oepfoUa aa flue oiher. 

Under these direotioiis it ^en, I WTcte to Lady 
Lyndon, to ask on my arrival when the most respectful 
of her admirers might he permitted to intrude upon her 
grief? Then, as her ladyship was silent, I demanded, 
had she forgotten old tiioes, and one whom she had 
^mmied with her intiiiuioy at a Tsry faappj' period} 
Had CaHata fotgottan I^igenio? At the same time I 
sent down by my servant with this letter a present of a 
little sword for Lord Bullingdon, and a private note to 
his governor, whose note of hand, by the w^ay, I pos- 
sessed for a sum — I forget what — but such as the 
poor fellow wxytdd have been "^ry unwilling to pay. 
To tins an answer oame from her ladyship's amanuensis^ 
ateting lhat Lady Lyndon was tbo mnch distorbed by 
grief at her recent drcadtiil calamity to see any one but 
her own relations; and advices from my friend, the boy's 
goyemor, stating that my Lord George Poynings was the 
young kinsmaTi who was about to console her. 

This cansed the qoanel between me and the jormg 
nobleman, whom I took ears to ehaUenge on his first 
airiyal at Dublin. 

"When the news of the duel w'as brought to the 
widow at Castle L^Tidon, my informant wrote me, that 
Lady Lyndon shrieked and flung down the journal, and 
said, ""The heczUde mmterl He irould not shnnk from 
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temda, I bdiiTe;'' nd. 1Mb hA Bnlliiigdoii, dsswing 
hifl sword — the sword I liad given him, the rascal! — 

declared he would with it the man who had hurt 
cousin (Jcort^c. On ^Ir. Rimt telling him that I was the 
donor of the weapon, the little rogue stUi vowed that hid 
would loll me all the same! Indeed^ in spite of mj 
kLndness to bimi that boy always seemed to detest meu 

Her ladyship sent ap daily couriers to inquire after 
the health of Lord George; and, thinking to myself that 
she would probably be induced to come to Dublin if she 
were to hear that he was in danger, I managed to have 
her informed that he was in a precarious state, that be 
grew WOTse, that Eedmond Barry bad fled in con- 
sequence; of ibis flight I caused the Merewry newspaper 
to gire notice also, but indeed it did not carry me 
beyond the town of Ikay, where m)^ poor mother dwelt, 
and wlu rc, under the dithculties of a duel, 1 nught be 
sure of having a welcome. 

Those readers wbo have the sentiment of £Uai doty 
strong in their ndnd, will wonder that I have not yet 
described my interview wiib that kind mother whose 
sacrifices for me in youth had been so considerable, and 
for whom a man of my warm and affectionate nature 
could not but feel the most enduring and sincere 
xi^rd. 

But a maUi moving in the exalted sphere of aomily 
m wbick I now stood, bas bis public duties to per&sm 
before be consults his private affections: and so npon my 

first arrival I despatched a messenger to Mrs. EaiTy, 
stating my arrival, conveying to her my sentiments of 
respect and duty, and promising to pay them to her per- 
sonally so soon as .my business in Ibiblin would lea;va 
me fiM. 
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This, I need not say, was very considerable. I had 
my horses to buy, my establishment to arrange, my 
€?itree into the genteel world to make; and, having an- 
nounced my iatentioji to puiohase horses, and live in a 
genteel sfylOi wai in a couple of days so postered by 
tMts of the nobiUty and gentiy, and so baapered hf 
inTHationB to dinnen and suppers, tlmt it became es- 
ceedingly difficult for me during some days to manage 
my anxiously desired visit to Mrs. BaiTy. 

It appears that the good soul provided an enter- 
tainment as soon as she heard of my arrival, and inr 
yriML all her bnmble aeqnaintanefls of Bsay to be present; 
bat I iras engaged snbsequttitly to my Lead Ballyrag^ 
on ttie day appointed , and was, of course, obliged to 
break the proiuise that I had made to Mi-s. Barry to 
attend her humble festival. 

I eodeayoured to sweeten the disappointment by 
sending my motber a handsome satin sack and toIt^ 
lobe, wbic^ I pnzehased for her at the best meEoees in 
Dnbiin (and indeed told her I had bEooght frcan Paris 
expressly for her); but the messenger whom I despatched 
with the presents brought back the parcels, with the 
piece of satin torn half way up the middle: and I did 
not need his descriptions to be aware that something 
had offen^d the good lady, who came out, he said, and 
abased him at the dm, ind would ha;ve boxed his ^eais, 
but that she was vssindned by a genfleman in blacky 
who I concluded with jubUce was her clerical Mend 
Mr. Jowls. 

This receptioii of my presents made me rather dread 
tkmxi hope for an interriew with Mrs. Barry, and delayed 
nqr Tisit to her fbr seme days farther. I wrote her a 
datifbl and soothing letter, to which there was no 
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answer returned, although 1 mentioned that on my way 
to the capital 1 had been at Baxryville, and revisited the 
old haunts of my youth. 

I diuit caxe to own that abe k 41ie only human 
being whom I am a&aid to &€6. I omi loooUeet bur 
its of floiger 08 a obild, and tho zeeonoilifilioiuiy wbieb 
Hied to be still more violent and painful; and so, instead 
of going myself, I sent my factotum, Ulick Brady, to her, 
who rode back, saying thai he had met with a reception 
he would not again undeigo for twenty guineas, that he 
had beea diamiaBed tbe bonae, witb atiiot najimotkmB to 
infiram me tbat my mothor diaowoad me tat erer. Tbii 
pavental anathems, aa it were, afileoted me nrndb, for I 
was always the most dutiful of sons, and J determined 
to go as soon as possible, and })rave what 1 knew must 
he an incvitablu scene of reproach and anger, for ihe 
aake, as 1 hoped, of as certain a reconcoiliation. 

I bad been gLying <»e night an entertainment to 
aome of the getnteelest company in DaUini nd urm 
showing my lord marqma down-atain wifli a pair of iraac 
tapers, when I found a woman in a grey coat seated at 
my door-steps, to whom, taking her for a beggar, I 
tendered a piece of money, and whom mj noble ^enda, 
yurbo were rather hot witili wine, began to joke aa my 
door closed, and I bade tbem all good nigbl 

I was mther snipriaed and affected to find afiteiwarda 
tluit the hooded woman was no other than my mother, 
whose pride had made her vow that she would not enter 
my doors, hut whose natui-ai maternal yearnings had 
made her long to see her son^s face once .againy and a\ ho 
bad thna planted benelf in diagoiae at my gala I ndeed 
I have £>nnd in my ezperianoe that tibaae are ibe only 
women who never deoeive a man, and whose affectioB 

Thackeray, iiiiceUanm* VI, 
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mnaiiis misiaait Unoagh all triak. Think of liie h<mn 

that the kind soul must have paised, lonely in fiie street^ 

listening to the din and merriment within my apartments, 
the clinking of the glasses^ the laughing, the choruses, 
and the oheexing. 

When my bSbox with Lord Geoige happened, and it 
beoame neeenary to me, for tiie leaaons i hxve stated, 
to he oat of ^ way, now, thought I, is flie time to 
make my peace with my good mother, she will | never 
refuse me an asylum now that I seem in distress; and 
so sending to her a notice that I was coming, that I had 
had a duel which had brought me into trouble, and 
leqfdxed I should go into hidii^, I followed my mes- 
senger half an hoar afterwards, afiad, I warrant me, there 
was no want of a good reeepiion, for presently, being 
introduced into an empty room by the bare-footed maid 
who waited uponMi\s. Jnirry, the door was opened, and the 
poor mother iiung herseli' into my anus with a scream, 
and wi^ transports of joy which I shall not attempt to 
describe — they axe hat to be eomprehended by wonm 
who held in f&eb arms an enij oMld after a twelve 
years' absence from him. 

The Reverend Mr. Jowls, my mother's director, was 
the only person to whom the door of her habitation was 
opened during my sojourn, and he would take no doniaL 
He mized for himself a iplaas oi ram-ponch, which he 
seeoMd in liie habit of dxinkii^ at my good mothoc^s 
charge, groaned cdoad, and fbrthwitii began reading 
me a lecture upon the sinfulness of my past courses, 
and especially of the last horrible action I had been 
committing. 

^'Sinfiil," said my molher, bristling up when her 
son was aMaeked, ^snze 'we're all sSnners; and it's yon; 
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Mr. Jowls, who have given me the inexpressible blessing 
to let me know that. But how else would you hftve had 
iha poor child behftve?'' 

would htm bad the genfleniaiL atoid tlio driak^ 
and ttie qaarrd, aad thiff wiokod dsttl ittogedMr/* 
•aawitod fiio okrgyman. 

But my mother cut him short, by saying such sort 
of conduct might be verj' well in a person of his cloth 
and his birth, but it neither became a Brady nor a Barry. 
In fact, she was quite daU^hted with the thought that 
I bad pinkod an Eogiiab marquu^a aon in a ^1; and 
80, to oonBoIe her, I tdd her of a soore more jn. wbkb 
I had been engaged, and of some of which I have akeady 
informed the reader. 

As my late antagonist was in no sort of danger when 
I spread that report of bia perilous situationi tbieaee was 
no portieukr eall that mj biding should be rerj cilose. 
But the widow did not know the &ot as well as I did; 
and caused ber bouse to be barricaded, and Becky, her 
bare-footed servin g- wench , to be a perpetual sentinel 
to give alarm, lei^t the oficers should be in search 
of me. 

The only penon I axpeeted, however, was my ooorin, 
Ulieky who was to bring me the welcome inteU^^oe at 
Lady Lyndon's amval; and I own, after two days^ dose 

couhncment at Bray, in which I narrated all the adven- 
tures of my life to my mother, and succeeded in making 
her acc^t the dresses she had formerly refused, and 
a eosHidenble addition to her income which I was glad 
to make, I was very glad when I saw that reprobate, 
UHdc Brady, aa my moflier called him, ride up to 
the door in my carriage with the welcome intelligence 
for my m^oiber, that the young lord was out of danger, 

18* 
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and for me, that the OoonteBs o£ Lyndon had amved 
l&I>q:blin. 

^'Aad I insh, Bednumd, that Hie yooiig gentteiaaa 
htA hem in danger a IMe longer/' said the widow, her 

eyes filling with tears, "and you'd have stayed so much 
the more with your poor old mother." But I dried her 
tears, embracing her warmly, and promised to see her 
nibeuLf and hinted I would have mayhap a house of my 
<nfm aad a noble daug^iter to wdeeme hat, 

''Who is the, Badnumd dear?'' aaid the old ladf. 

''One of Ihe noblest and richest women in <iie empire, 
mother," answered I. "Ko more, Brady, this time," 
I acUk'd, laughing; with which hopes I lett Mrs. Barry 
in tlie best of tempers. 

No man ean bear lets maHce than I do; and, when 
I have onee eafyied my point, I am one of the most 
plaoable creatmee in tibe world. I was a weak in Bnl^ 
before I thought it necessary to quit that capital. I had 
become quite reconciled to my rival in that time; made 
a point of calling at his lodgings, and speedily became 
an intimate consoler of his bedside. He had a gentleman 
to whom I did not neglect to be civil, and towards whom 
I eidered my people to be paHaookr in their attentifms, 
fori was nsiiically anxions to leam what my L<»d George's 
position with the lady of Castle Lyndon had really been, 
whether other suitors were about the widow, and how 
ahe would bear the news of his wound. 

The young nobleman himself enlightened me some> 
wiiat npon the subiieotB I was most deocoiis te impm 

"Chevalier," said he to me, one morning when 
I went to pay him my compliments, "I find you are 

an old acquaintance with my kinswoman^ the Couateas 
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of Lyndon. She writes me a page of abuse of you in 
a letter km; and the dxangB part o£ tha atosy k thu^ 
that me day iriian tiim iraa talk abonit jm at Oastle 

Lyndon, and Hie q^kndid equipage yoa 'wm eKfaOnting 

in DuLliii, the fair widow vowed and protested she never 
had heard of you. 

"*0 yes, mamma/ said the little BttUisgdan, 'the 
tall dark nuoi at Spa with the caBt in his eye, who used 
to make my gomnar tipsy, and Bant ma the Bymd; Ua 
aama is Mr. Bany.' 

"But my lady ordered the boy out of the room, and 
persisted in knowing nothing about you." 

"And are you a kinsman and acquaintance of my 
Lady Lyndon, my lord?" said I, in a tone of graye 
•mprise. 

^ Yes, indeed,'' answered the young gentleinaa. "I left 
her hdose but to get tins ugly wmmd fam you. And it 

came at a most unlucky time too." 

"Why more unlucky now than at another moment?" 

"Why, look you, chevaUer. I think the widow was 
not impartial to me. I think I mig^ have induced her 
to make onr eonnectian a little ekaer: and feath, tiu)U£^ 
she ia older ttian I am, she is flie ziohest party now in 
England.** 

"My Lord George," said I, "will you let mc ask 
you a ^nk but an odd question? — will you show me 
her letters?" 

"Indeed 111 do no saeh tUng/' vsplied he, in 
aiage. 

"Way, doii*t be angry. If I Aow 3^ letters of 
Lady LjTidon's to mc, will you let me see hers to you?" 

"What, in Heaven's name, do you mean, Mr. Barry?" 
said the young nobleman. 
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"7 mean, that I passionately loved Lady Lyndon. 
I mean, that I am a — that I rather was not indifferent 
to her. I mean, that I love her to distraction at this 
present moment, and will die myself, or kill the man 
who possesses her before me." 

" You marry the greatest heiress and the noblest 
blood in England?" said Lord George, haughtily. 

"There's no nobler blood in Europe than mine," 
answered I; "and I tell you, I don't know whether to 
• hope or not. But this I know, that there were days in 
which, poor as I am, the great heiress did not disdain 
to look down upon my poverty; and that any man who 
marries her passes over my dead body to do it. It's 
lucky for you," I added gloomily, "that on the occasion 
of my engagement with you, I did not know what were 
your views regarding my Lady Lyndon. My poor boy, 
you are a lad of courage, and I love you. Mine is the 
first sword in Europe, and you would have been lying in 
I narrower bed than that you now occupy.'* 

"Boy!" said Lord George, "I am not four years 
p'ounger than you are." 

"You are forty years younger than I am in experience. 
I have passed through every grade of life. With my own 
skill and daring I have made riiy own fortune. 1 have 
been in fourteen pitched battles as a private soldier, and 
have been twenty-three times on the ground, and never 
was touched but once , and . it was by the sword of 
a French maitre-d'armes^ whom I killed. I started in 
life at seventeen, a beggar, and am now at seven-and- 
twenty, with 20,000 guineas. Do you suppose a man 
of my courage and energy can't attain any thing that he 
dares, and that having claims upon the widow, I will 
not press them?" 
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Tills speech was not exactly tnie to the letter (for 
I had multiplied my pitched battles, my duels, and 
my wealth somewhat); but I eaw that it made the 
impMdon I desired to e^t uppn the young gentle 
man's mind, who listened to my statement with peonliag 
seriousness, and whom I presently left to digest it. 

A couple of days afterwards I called to see him 
again, when I bruii^ht -vvitli me some of the letters that 
had passed between me and my Lady Lyjidon. "Here," 
aaid Ly ''look, I show it you in eonMenoe, it is a lock 
q£ her ladyship's hair; here are her lettevs signed Oali«ts» 
and addressed to Eugenie. Here is a poem, 'When 
Sol bedecks the Mead with Light, and pallid Cynthia 
sheds her ray,' addressed, by her ladyship, to your 
humble servant" 

"Caiistal Eugenio! Sol bedecks the mead with lighl^'' 
med the yoong loid. ^'Am l dreaming? Why, my 
dear Barry, the widow has sent me the very poem 
herself! 'Bejoicing in the sondiine bright, or mnsing 
in the evening grey/" • *. 

I could not lu'Ip laughing as he made the quotation. 
They were, in iact, the very words my Caiista had 
addressed to me. And we found, upon comparing 
letters, that whole passages of eloquence %ured in the 
<me oorrespondenoe which appeared in the other. See 
what it is to be a blue-stocking and have a love of 
letter- writing! 

The young man put down the papers in great per* 
tiirbation. 

"Well, thank fiieavenP' said he^ & ^ 
lome dnratioin, — '^thank Heaven, for a good ziddanoel 
Ah, Mr. Barry, what a woman I trntj^ht have married had 

these lucky papers not come in my way! I thought my 
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Lady Lyndon had a haai^ I mnBt ooGof aaa^ ttum^ not 
a wty wma one^ and tlial> at leasts one ooidd ftwe her* 
Bat marry lier now! I would as lief send my eemnt 

into the street to get me a wife, as put up with such an 
Ephesiaa matron as tliat." 

"My Lord Geofge," said I, "you little know the 
wodd. Bemember what a bad huabasd Lady Lyndon 
liad, aid don't be aatoniahad that she, on her ode, should 
' be indiffBreDt, Nor has she, I will dare to wager, ever 
parsed bcyoud tlic i suuiids of harmless gallantry, or sinned 
beyond the composing of a sonnet or a billet-doux/* 

"My wife," said the little lord, "shall write no son- 
nets or billete-doux, and I'm heartily glad to think I have 
obtained, in good tame, a knowlec^ of the hearflawi vixen 
with whom I thought myself fi»r a moment in love.'' 

The wvnnded young nobleman was either, as I hA?e 

said, Ycvj young and green in matters of the world — 
for to suppose that a man would give up forty tliousand 
a year, because, forsooth, the lady connected with it had 
written a few sentimental lettei^ to a young fellow, is 
too absazd; or, as I am inoUned to believe, he was glad 
of an ecBCUse to qmt the field altogetiier, being»by no 
means amdoas to meet the victorious sword of liedmond 
Barry a second time. 

AVhen the idea of Poynings' danger, or the reproaches 
probably addressed by him to the widow regarding my- 
self, had brought this exoeedmgly weak and &eble woman 
np to DnUin, as I expected, and my imXtj Uliek had 
informed me of her arrival, I qtdtted my good mother, 
who was quite reconciled to me (indeed the duel had 
done that), and found tlie disconsolate Calista wtis in the 
habit of paying visits to tlie wounded swain, much to the 
aimoyuiDe, tihe servants told me, of that gentleman. The 
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English are often absurdly high 'and haughty upon a point 
of punctilio; and, after his kinswoman's conduct, Lord 
Poynings swore he would have no more to do with her. 

I bad tbis ui&nnation tsom his loidahip's gantiman, 
irifh wliom, u I hare said, I took particnlBr oare to ba 
ftiends; nor was I denied admifwion by bia porter, when 
I chose to call, as before. • 

Her ladysliip had most likely bribed that person as I 
had, for she had found her way up, though denied ad- 
mianon; and, in faot, I bad watched her from her own 
bouse to Lord Geocge Poynings* lodgings, and seen ber 
descend from ber cbair there and ^ter, before I myself 
followed her. I proposed to await her quietly in the 
ante-room, to make a scene there, and reproach her with 
infidelity, if necessary; but matters were, as it happened, 
arranged much more conveniently for me, and walking, 
nnannoiinoed, into the outeMOom of his lordship's apart- 
ments, I bad ibe felidty of bearing in the next cbamber, 
of wldcb ttie door was pavfially open, the voice of my 
Calista. 8he was in full cry, appealing to the poor ])atiL'nt, 
as he lay coiiliiied in his bed, and speaking in tlie most 
passionate manner. "What can lead you, George," she 
said, ''to doubt of my faith? How can you break my 
heart by casting me off in this monstrous manner? Do 
you wiab to drive your poor Calisia to tbe grave? Well, 
well, I shall join there the dear departed angel.'' 

**Who entered it three months since," said Tx)rd George, 
with a sneer. "It's a wonder you have survived so 
long." 

''Don't treat your poor CaHsta in this cruel, cruel 
manner, Antonio!" cried the widowl 

^'BflJi!'' said Lord George, "my wound is bad. My 
doctoib forbid me much talk. Suppose your Antonio 
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tired, my dear* CfHi't jm oomicdft ymnPMU wiik mne* 
body eke?" 

''Ileayens, Lord George! Antonio!" 

"Console yourself -with Eugenie," said the young noble- 
man, bitterly, and began ringing his bell; on which his 
Talet, who was in an inner room, came oat, and he bade 
him show her ladyship down-stairs. 

Lady Lyndon issued from the room in flic p^eatest 
fluny. She was dressed in deep weeds, with a veil over 
her face, and did not recognise the person waiting in the 
outer apartment As she went down the stairs, I stepped 
lightly after her, and as her chairman opened her door, 
sprung forward, and took her hand to place her in tlie 
yehiele. "Dearest ^vidow," said T, "his lordship spoke 
correctly. Console yourself with Eugenic 1" She was too 
frightened even to scream, as her chairman carried her 
away. I^he was set down at her house, and you may 
be sure that I was at the chaar<loor, as before, to help 
her out. 

"Monstrous man!" said she, "I desire you to leave 
me.*' 

"Madam, it would be against my oath," replied I; 
^recollect the yow Eugenic sent to Calista.'* 

^If you do not quit me, I will call for the domestics 
to turn you from the door.*' 

''What! when I am come with my Calista's letters in 
my pocket, to return them mayhap? You can soothe, 
madam, but you cannot frighten Hedmond Barry." 

''What is it you would have of me, sur?" said i]ie 
widow,* rather agitated. 

"Let me come up-stairs, and I will tell you all," 
I zeplied; and she condescended to 
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nd io pemiit me to lead her from her chair to her 

drawing-room. 

When we were alone I opened my mind honourably 
to her. • 

''Deareit madam/? said I, '^do net let your eradfy 
drm a deqMnto elm to fML mearom. I adore you* 
In farmer days you allowed me to whisper my paanoii * 

to you unrartrained, at present you drive me from your 
door, leave my letters unanswered, and prefer another 
to me. My flesh and blood cannot bear such treatment; 
look upon the punishment I have been obliged to inflict, 
iranUe at that which I may he compelled to adminiater 
to that imfbctcmato yocmg man; ao Bare as he maniea 
you, madam, he dies.'' 

"I do not recognise," said the widow, "the least right 
you have to give the law to the Countess of Lyndon; 
I do not in the least understand your threats , or heed 
them. What has passed between me and an Irish ad- 
Tenturer that ahonld authoriae this impertinent intra* 

8i0B?" 

These have passed, madam," said I, — "Calisto's 
letters to Eugenie. They may have been very innocent,^ 
but will the world believe it? You may have only in- 
tended' to play with the heart of the poor artless Irish 
gentleman who adored and oonfided in yon. But who 
-will helieve tiie stories of your innocence against ^ 
irrefragable testimony of your own handwriting? Who 
will believe that vou could write tliesc letters in the 
mere T\ antonnes8 of coquetry, and not under the infl.uence 
of affection?" 

"Villain!*' cried my Lady Lyndon, "could you dare 
to eonalrae out ni those idle letters of mhie any other 
meaning than ttiat Tirhich they really hear?** 
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"I viU caadim any tUag oat ol ibm," odd i; 
"saeh is Hie jmim tdddi aiiim«tos 1116 to^Nwds 3^^^^*^ 

I have sworn it — }ou must and shall be mine! Did 
you ever know me promise to accomplish a thing and 
lail? WMoh will you prefer to have from me — a love 
mioh as woman new knew from man betoe, or a liaked 
to wtkHi ikju» esiste no paraUel?" 

woaum of mj lank, sir, oan fear noilmig from 
the hatred of an adyratorer like yonTself,'* replied tbo 
lady, drawing up stately. 

"Look at your Poynings — was he of your rank? 
You are the cause of tliat young man's wound, madam, 
and, but that the instrum^t of your sava^B meUy re- 
lented, would have been the auilior of his marder— yei, 
of Im nmrderf fbr, if a wife is feitUeas, does not ahe 
arm the husband who punishes the seducer? And I look 
upon yon, Jlonoria Lyndon, as my wife.** 

'^Husbaudi wife, fiirr' cried the widow, quite aa- 
'onished* 

''Yes, wife! husbandl I am not one of those poor 
Mils with whom coqpettos can play, and who may after- 
raids iiirow &em aikde. Ton would forget what passed 

oetween us at Spa; Calista would forget Eugenio, but I 
will not let you forget me. You thought to trifle with 
my heart, did you? When once moyed, Honoria, it v$ 
moved for ever. I love you — love as passionately now 
as 1 did when my passion was hopeless, and, now that 
I can win you, do you think I will ferego you? Cruel, 
cruel CaHsta! you little know the power of your own 
charms if you think their effect is so easily obliterated — 
you little know the constancy of this pure and noble 
heart if you think that, haviog once loved, it can ever 
cease to adore yon* Sol I swear Iqr your omliy that I 
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tt, and 1>6 -worthy to win ii Loyely, fiisGinating, fioUey 
cruel woman! you shall be mine — 1 swear it! Your 
wealtli may be j^reat , but am I not of a generous nature 
enough to use it worthily? Your rank is lofty, but not 
m> lo£ty as my ambitioxL You thiew joaiaeUL away once 
«n a oold and spiotless dabaaoliiae; fpn yooxaelf now, 
Honoria, to a mam, mi om irlio, hiomff&r lolly your lank 
may be, will enhance it and become it!' 

As I poured words to this effect out on the astonished 
widow,. I stood over her, feuscinated her with the glanoe 
of my eyoy'saw her turn red and pale witibi fear and 
wonder, saw that my praise of her charms and the ex- 
position of my passion were not raiwelcome to her, and 
witnessed with triumphant composure the mastery I was 
gaining over her. Ten-or, be sure of that, is not a bad 
ingredient of loye. A man who wills fiercely to win the 
heart of a weak and Taponrish woman must sncoeed if 
he ha^ oppoitnnity enongh. 

**Tcmble man!" said Lady Lyndon, shrinldng from 
me as soon as T liad dune speaking findecd, I was at a 
loss for words, and thinking of another speech to make 
to her) — '^terrible manl leare me.'' 

I saw that I had made an impression on her fi!om 

tliose very words. If she lets me into the house to- 
luoiTOW, said I, she is mine. 

Afl I went down-stain I put tan .guineas into the 
hand of ihe hall-parter, who looked ^piite aatooisbed at 
such a gifL 

"It is to repay you for the trouble of opening the 
door to me^" said I; "jm will have to do so often*'' 
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CHAPTEE XYL 

I ProTldA NObljr fl»r My Vamfly and atUiii the Bright of My (SMmias) 

Good Fortniio. 

The next day when I went back, my fears were 
iMlised} tho door was seAiBed to me — my lady was 
]|0| at hoBM. Thii I kneir to be ftOw, I had washed 
file door tiie wbole wuamg ftom a lodgmg I took at a 

house opposite. 

**Your lady is not out," said I: "she lias denied me, 
and I can't, of coui^e, force my way to her. But liatei), 
you are an Englishman?" 

^That I am,'' said the fallow, with an air of tiia vdr 
mask superiority. ^Yonr hoxMyar eoaU teU ibat by my 

I knew he waa, and might therefore offer him a 
bribe. A21 Irish family servant in rags, and thouc^li his 
wages were never paid him, would probably Hiug the 
money in your face. 

''Luten, then,'' said L ^'Yoor lady's letters pass 
Uirough your baads, dont fiiey? A crown fbr every one 
that you bring me to read. There is a whiskey-shop in 
the next street, bring them there when you go to drink, 
and call for me by the name of Dermot." 

''I recollect your honour at Spar/' says the fellow, 
grinning; '^seven's the main, beh?" and, being ex- 
oeedingly proud of tibis xemimsoenoe, I bade my inferior 
adieu. 

I do not defend this practice of letter-opening in pii- 
vate life, except in cases of the most urjrent necessity, 
when we must follow the examples of oui: bettem, the 
statssmen at all Eoiopei and^ for tbe sake of a great . 
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goody ixifrmge a litfle matter of oerenunqr* Mj Lady 
Lyndon's letters were n<me the worse for being opened, 

and a great deal the better, the knowledge obtained 
from the perusal of some of her multifarious epistles 
enabling me to become intimate with, her character in a 
hundred ways^ and obtain a power over her by whioh I 
was not alow to profit By l£e aid of tiw lettefa and of 
my English fH^d, whom I always regaled with'iiie best 
of Mquor, and satisfied with presents of money still more 
ajirreeable (I used to put on a livery in order to meet 
him, and a red wig, in which it was impossible to know 
the dashing and elegant Bedmond Barry), I got such an 
insight into the widow's moTements as astonished her. 

^ I knew helbrefaand to what public plaees she would go; 
they were, on account of her widowhood, bnt few: and 
wherever she appeared, at church or in the park, I was 
always ready to offer her her book, or to canter on 
horseback by the side of her chariot. 

Many of her ladyship's letters were the most whim- 
sksal ihodomontades that erer hlue-stooldng. penned. She 
was a woman who took tip and threw off a greater 
number of dear Mends, than any one I ever knew. To 
some of these female darlino^s she began presently to 
write about my unworthy self, and it was with a senti- 
ment of estreme satisfaction I found at length that the 
widow was growing dreadfully afraid of me, calling me 

' her hSte noire, her dark spirit, her mmderous adorer, 
and a thonsand other names indicative of her extreme 
disquietude and terror. It was: ''the wretch has been 
dogging my chariot through the park," or, "my fate 
pursued me at church," and "my inevitable adorer 
handed me out of my chair at the mercer^s," or what 
not My wish was to increase tbis sentunent of awe in 
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Im hommif and to mate her believe that I ym a penm 
from whom eseape im impoastUe. 

To this end I bribed a Ifortnne^eller wbom sbe eoDr 

sultcd, along with a numl)cr of the most foolish and 
cii.stin«2;uished x)eople of Duhlin in those days, and wlio, 
although she went dressed like oiie of lier waiting- 
yromm, did not foil to recognise her real zaiik» and to 
deaoiibe as hex fotme huAand .bar pmevedng adow 
BednMRid Barry, Esq. This ineideiit difturbed Tim vevy 
much. She wrote about it in terms of great wonder 
and teiTor to her female correspondents. "Can this 
monster," she wrote, "indeed do as he boasts, and bend 
even Fate to his will? — can be make jne many him 
though I cordially detest him, and bring me a daTa to . 
hoB feet? The boizid look of his blaok aexpenlrlike ^ea 
ftaeitiatea and frigfatena me; it aeema to folkw me every- 
where, and even when I close my own eyes, the dread- 
ful <^aze penetrates the lids, and is still upon ine." 

VV ken a woman begins to talk of a man ia this way, 
he is an ass who does not win her; and, for my part> 
I used to follow her aboui^ and pot myself in an attitoda 
opposite ietf ''and &flcinate Ym with my glance," aa ahe 
said, most assiduously. Lord George Poynings, her foi^ 
mer admirer, was meanwhile keeping his room with his 
wound, and had seemed determined to give up all claims 
to lier lavouf ; for he denied her admittance when she 
no answer to hex multiplied correspondence^ 
and eonteoted himself by saying generally^ that the 
snfgeon had forbidden him to leoeiTe -visitoro cnr to 
answer letters. Thus, while he went into the back- 
ground, I came forward, and took good care that no 
other rivals should present themselves with any chance 
of Mfloess; foTi aa soon aa X heard of onei I had a quac- 
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rel fiaflteiied on him, and, in this my pinked two more 
besides my first Tiotim Xord Geoi^ I always took 
anotiier pretext for qiiaRdlixig wiHi iliem flian ilie real 

one of attention to Lady Lyndou, so that no scandal or 
hurt to her ladyship's feelings might arise in conse- 
quence; but she very well knew what was the meaning 
of these duelS| and the young fellows of Dublin, too, by 
laying two and two togetbrar, began to peceeiye that 
film was a eeriaia ds^gm in watoh for ttie wealthy 
heiress, and that the dragon must be subdued first before 
they could get at tlic lady. 1 warrant that, after the 
first three, not many champions were found to address the 
lady, and have cften laughed (in my sleeve) to see 
many of the young Dublin beaux riding by fiie side of 
her earriage scamper off as soon as my bay maie and 
green liveries made their appfearanee. 

I wanted to impress her with some great and awful 
instance of my power, and to tliis end had determined 
to confer a great benefit upon my honest cousin XJlick, 
and cany ofi;' for him the fair object of his affections, 
Miss Kiljoy, under the very eyes of her goacdian and 
fiaendy Lady Lyndon, and in the teeth of the squires, 
the young lady's brothers, who passed the season at 
Dublin, and nuule as much swagger and to-do nbout 
tlieir sister's 1(),UUU/., Irish, as if she liad had a plum to 
her fortune. The girl was by no means averse to Mr. 
Brady, and it <mLy shows how fiBdnt-qdrited some men 
ore, and how a sapenor genins ean instantly oveieome 
difficulties which, to common minds, seem insupesabley 
that he never had thought of running off with her, as 
I at once and boldly did. Miss Kiljoy had been a ward 
in Chancer}' until she attained her majority (before 
which period it would have been a dangerous matter for 
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me to put in exeoation the eolieme I Bieditated con* 
oaanng her)^ bat, though now free to mftny whom she 
liked y she wm a young lady of timid disposition, and as 

• much under fear of her brothers and felati^ as IlKmgb 
she had not heen independent of them. They had soma 
friend of their own in view for the young lady, and had 
scornfully rejected the proposal of Uiick ^rady, the 
rained gentleman^ who was qoite nnworthy^ as these 
rasiic hacks thought, of the huid of sudh a prodigioosly 
wealthy heiress as their sister. 

Findinjj; herself lonely in her great house in Dublin, 
the Countess of Lyndon invited her friend ^liss Amelia 
to pass the season with her at Dublin, and, in a fit of 
maternal fondness, also sent for her son, the little Budr 
Ungdon, and my ^d acqnaintance his governor, to come 
to the capital and bear her company. A llEunily ooadi 
brought the boy, the heiress, and the tutor from Castle 
Lyndon, and 1 determined to take the first opportunity 
of putting my plan in execution. 

Eor this chance I had not very long to wait. I have 
said, in a former chapter of my bic^iaphy, that the 
kingdom of Ireland was at this p«nod ravaged by vanons 
parties of banditti, who, under the name of Whiteboys, 
Oakboys, Steelboys, with captains at their head, killed 
proctors, fired stacks, hou2:hed and maimed cattle, and 
took the law into their own hands. One of these bands, 
or seyeral of them for what I know, was commaxided by 
a mysteriooB personage called CeflMia Thunder, whose 
business seemed to be ibat of marrpng people with, or 
without their own coiisent, or that of ttieir parents. 
The *'DubIin Gazettes" and "Mercuries" of that period 
(the year 1772% teem with proclamations from the lord- 
lieutenaoty oifanng rewards for the apprehension of this 
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dreadful Captain Thunder and his gan^;, and describing 
at length various exploits of the savage aide-de-camp of 
Hymen. I determined to make use, if not of the ser- 
yite^, at any rate of the name of Ci^tain Thunder, and ' 
pat my oonflm Uliek in possession <^ h& lady and her 
ten thousand ponnds. She ytsb no great beauty, and, I 
presume, it was the money he loved rather than the . 
owner of it. 

On account of her widowliood, Lady Lyndon could 
not as yet frequent the balls and routs which the hospi- 
table iK>bility of Dublin yrete in the custom of giving; 
but her firlend "MSm Kiljoy had no such cause for retire- 
ment, and was glad to attend any parties to wliich she 
might be in\'ited. I made Ulick Brady a present of a 
couple of handsome suits of velvet, and by my influence 
procured him an invitation to many of the most elegant 
of these assemUies* But he had not had my advantages 
or experience of the manners of court; was as diy with 
ladies as a young colt, and could no more dance a * 
minuet thuii a donkey. He made ycrx little wav in the 
polite world in his mistress's liciirt; in fict, I could see 
that she preferred several other young gentlemen to him, 
who were more at home in the ball-room than poor 
Ulicky who had made his first impression upon the 
hdrese, and felt his first flame fer her, in her &ther^s 
house of Ballykiljoy, where he used to hunt and get 
drunk with the old gentleman. 

"I could do th/'m, too, well enough, any how,'* Ulick 
would say, heaving a sigh; ''and, if it's drinking or 
riding across country would do it, there's no mism in Ire* 
land would have a better chance wifti Amalia." 

"Ifever fear, TJlick,'' was my reply; "you shall l^ove 
jour Amalia; or my name is nut Eedmond Barry.'' 



My IfOfd Chszleiiioiit, w1u> -was one of ttue most 

clogaiit and uLtoinplishcd noblemen in Ireland in those 
da}'s, a fine scholar and ^vit, a gentleman who had tra- 
• yelled muobi abroad, where I had the honour of knowing 
him, gftTe a magnificent maBqueiade at his house of 
Haijnoy aoine few milei fixna I>ablm^ on the Donbeaiy 
road. And it was at thia entertainment that I wag de- 
termined that Ulick should be made happy for life. 
Miss Kiljoy was in\dted to the masquerade, and the 
little Lord BulUngdon, who longed to witness such a 
Boene; and it was agreed that he was to go under the 
guardianship of his governor, my old Mend the Eev. 
Ifr. Bunt I learned what was the eqnipage in which 
the party were to be conyeyed to the ball, and took my 
measures accordingly. 

Ulick Brady was not present; his fortune and quality 
were not sufficient to procure him an invitation to so 
distinggished a place, and I had it given out three days 
preyions that he had been arrested for debt; a romoor 
which surprised nobody who knew hun. 

I appeared that night in a character with which I 
was very familiar, that of a private soldier in the King 
of Prussia's guard. I had a grotesque mask made, with 
an immense nose and moustachios, talked a jumble of 
broken £ngliah and German, in which the latter greatly 
predominated; and had erowds round me laughing at 
my droll accent, and whose coriosiiy was increased by a 
knowledge of my predous history, ^kliss Kiljoy was 
attired as an antique princess, with little BulUngdon as a 
page of the times of chivalry; his hair was in powder, 
his doublet rose-colomc;^ and peargreen and silver, and he 
looked yery handsome and sanoy as he stratted about 
with my swoid by his side. As to l&r« Bioniy be walked 



uiyiiizud by 



4 



m 



tboat mjr demurely in s dommo, md perpetually paid 

his respects to the beaufFet, and ate enough cold chicken, 
and drank enough punch and champagne, to satisfy a 
eompany of grenadiers. 

The lord-lieatenaat came and vent in state — the 
hall was magnificent. Missdjoy had partnerB in plenty, 

. among whom was myself, who walked a minuet with 
her (if the clumsy waddling of the Irish heiress may be 
called by such a name), and I took occasion to plead my 
passion for Lady Lyndon in the most pathetio terms, and 
to heg her Mend's interference in my Ibvonr. 

It was three hours past midnight when the party for 
Lyndon House went away. Little BuUingdon had long 
since been asleep in one of Lady Chademont's china 
closets. Mr. Bunt was exceedingly hnsky in talk^ and. 
unsteady in gaii A young lady of the present day 
would be alarmed to see a gentleman in such a con- 
dition; but it was a common sight in those jolly old 
times 9 when ai gentleman was thought a milksop unless 
he was occasionally tipsy. I saw Miss Eiljoy to her 
carriage, with seyeral other genflemen, and peering 
throng the crowd of ragged linkboys, diivers, beggars, 
dninken men and women, who used invariably to wait 
round great men's doors when festivities were going on, 
saw the carriage drive off, with a hurra from the mob, 
and came back presently to the supper-room, where I 
talked Qerman, &Youred the three or four topers still 
there with a hig^ Butdi chorosi and attacked fiie dishes 
and wine with great resolution. 

"How can you drink oisy vdih that big nose on?* 
said one gentleman. 

^Go an be hangt!'* said I, in the true accent, apply- 
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ing myaelf agiin to the iriae; wKb wbkb tbe otbmi 

laughed, and I pnmisd my tapper in sileiiioe. 

There was a gentleman present who had Been the 
Lyndon party go off, with whom I had made a bet, 
which I lost; and the next moriiing I called upon him 
and paid it him. All which particulars the reader will 
1)6 anipnsed at hearing enumerated; but the fact is, that 
it was not I wbo w^t liaok to the party^ but my late 
German valet, who was of my size, and, dreeaed in my 
mask, could perfectly pass for me. We changud clothes 
in a hackiicy-coacli that stood near Lady Lyndon's chariot^ 
and driving after it, speedily overtook it. 

The fated vehicle which bore the lovely object of 
ITlick Brady's afifectionfl had not advanced veiy &ry wlicai, 
in tibe midst of a deep rut in ^ road, it came suddenly 
to wiili a jolt, and the fbotmaa, springing off the back, 
cried stop to the coachman, warning him that a wheel 
wa? oft', and that it would be dangerous to 2)roc'ccd mth 
only three. AVheel-caps had not been invented in those 
days, as they have since by the ingenious builders of 
Long Acre. And how the linchpin of the wheel had 
eome out I do not pretend to say, but it possibly may 
have been extracted by some rogues among the crowd 
before Lord Charlemonfs gate. 

Miss Kiljoy thrust her head out of the window, 
screaming as ladies do; Mr. Runt the chaplain woke up 
from his boozy slumbers; and little Bulliagdon, starting ys^ 
and drawing his Ettle sword, said, 'Don't be afhdd, Miss 
Amelia; if if s ^^ytpads, I am armed.'' The young rascal 
had the spirit of a lion, that's the truth, as I must 
acknowledge, in spite of all my after-quarrels wdth 1dm. 

The hackney-coach which had be^ following Lady 
I^Ddon'a Qbadot, by this time eaaie and the eoaeh- 
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man seeing the disaster^ stepped down from his box, and 
politely requested her ladyship's honour to enter his 
vehicle, which was as clean and elegant aa aay person 
of tiptop quality might desire. This inTitati0a iras, after 
a miiiiito or two, accepted by Uie passeoigeKB of the 
dnxiot: the backney-coaehasan prondgfaig to drire flMBi 
to Doblin "in a hurry.'* Thady, the valet, proposed to 
accompany his young master and the 3'oung lady; and 
the coachman, who had a friend seemiu2:ly drunk by his 
side on the box^ with a grin told Thady to get up be- 
hmd. However, as the footboard there iras ooff ered iriflL 
spikes^ aa a d^Bance against tiie skeet boys, who b?e a 
ride gratis, Thady's fidelity would not induce hini to 
brave these, and he was persuaded to remain by the 
wounded chariot, for which he and the coachman manu- 
&cturt'd a linchpin out of a neighbouring hedge. 

Meanwhile, although the hackney-coachman drove on 
mpidly, yet the party witiiiin seemed to censider it was 
a long distance fimn Dublin; and what was Miss Kiljoy's 
astonishment, on lookmg out of the window, at length to 
see around her a lonely heath, with no signs of buildings 
or city. She began fortliwith to scream out to the coach- 
man to stop, but the man only whipped the horses the 
&8ter for her noise, and bade her ladyship ''humid on 
^ 'twas a abort cut he was taking." 

Miss Kiljoy eoiitbmed screaming, the coachman flo^ 
ging, the horses galloping, nntil two or three men ap- 
peared suddenly from a hedge, to whom the fair one 
cried for assistance; and the young Bullingdon opening 
the coach-door, jumped valiantly out, toppling over head 
and heels as he isUy but, jumping .op in an instant, he 
drew hia Htfle swoid, and, running towards tbe carriage, 
exclaimed, **H}Dm way, gentlemen! stop the rascalP 
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"Stop!" cried th^ men; at which the coachman pulled 
np with extraordinary obedience. Eiint all the while 
lay tipsy in the carnage, having only a dieamy half- 
oonscioufneM of all that was going on. 

The newly aniTed champions of female distme now 
Md a oongidtatiany in which ^107 looked ttie yoimg 
loxdy end langhed eonaderably. 

''Do not be alaniied," said their leader, coming up to 
the door; "one of my people shall mount the box by the 
side of that treacherous rascal, and, with your ladyship's 
leaye, I and my companioa will get in and see yoa 
home. We are well anned, and can defend you in ease 
of danger.^ 

With this, and without more ado, he jumped into the 
carria4]:e, his companion following him. 

"Know your place, fellow!" cried out little Bullingdon, 
indignantly: ^'and give place to the Lord Yiscount Bul- 
lingdon!'' and put himself before the huge penon of 
the new-comer, who was about to enter tiie hackney- 
coadL 

**(ict out of that, my lord," said the man, in a broad 
brogue, and shoN-ing him aside. On which the boy 
crying *^Thieyesl thicYesr' drew out his little hanger, 
and ran at the man, and would have wounded him (for 
a small sword will wound as well as a great one), but 
his opponent, who was armed wUh a long stick, strack 
the weapon luckily out of the lad's hands; it went flying 
oyer his head, and left him aghast and mortified at his 
discomfiture. 

Ke then pulled off his hat, making his lordship a 
low bow, and entered the carriage, the door of which 
was shut upon him by liis confbderate who was to mount 
flie box. Hiss Eiljoy might hare SGraaned, hut I pre- 
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some her shrieks were stopped by tlie sight of an enormooi 
Unse^iftol which one of her ehampioiis pcoduoedy nrho 
0flad| "'So ham is intended you, niiEi^eaiy bat if yon cry 

out, we must gag you;" on which she suddenly became 
as mute as a fish. 

All these events took place in an exceedingly short 
space of time, and when the three invaders had taken 
possession of ihe carriage, the poor little fiolluigdon being 
left bewildered and astonished on the healh, one of them 
patting his head oat d ike window, said, 

*'My lord, a word with 5'ou." 

"What is it?" said the boy, beginning to whimper; 
he was but eleven years old, and his courage had been 
excellent hitherto. 

^^Yon are only two miles from Marino. Walk back 
till jm come to a big stone, there torn to the right, and 
keep on straight till you get to the highroad, when you 
will easily find your way back. And when you see 
her ladyship, your mamma, give Captain Tkundek*s 
compliments, and say Miss Amelia KiJJoy is going to be 
married." 

'^Qh, heayens!" sighed oat that yoang lady. 

The carriage .drove swiftly on, and tibe poor little 

nobleman was left alone on the heath, just as the morn- 
ing began to break. He was fairly frightened, and no 
wonder. He thought of running after the coach, but his 
coarage and his little legs failed him, so he sat down 
opon a stone and cried for rmtian. 

It was in Has way that Ulick Brady made what I 
call a Sabine marriage. When he halted with his two 
groomsmen at the cottage where the ceremony was to be 
performed, Mr. Hunt, the chaplain, at first declined to 
perform it But a pistol was held at the head o£ that 
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ml ug ium tiB ]Nreccptor, and he w»8 iM^ irifli d r eaJ fl ai l 

oatbs, fhat his miserable brains would be Mown onty 
when he consented to read the service. The loyely 
Amelia had, Yery likely, a similar inducement held out 
to her, but of that I know nothiag; for I drove back to 
toiwn with the ooanhniftn m soon as we had set the 
bridal party down, and bad flie aatis&otian of fii 
IVite, my Omaan, ani^ed beiftyre me, who had 
back in my carriage in my dress, liaviiip; left the mas- 
querade undiscovered, and done every thing there ac- 
cording to my orders. 

Poor Eunt came back the next day in a piteous 
plight^ keeping ulenoe at to hia ahace in tiie oooiumioea 
of the evening; and with a dismal story of having been 
drunk, of havm^ been waylaid and bound, of having 
been left on the road and picked up by a Wicklow cart, 
which was coming in Avith provisions to Dublin, and 
found him helpless on the road. There was no possible 
means of fixing any sbace of the oonqmnicj upon bim* 
little BoUingdon, who, too, fbmid his way koone, was 
nnahle in any way to identify me. Bnt Lady Lyndon 
knew that I was concerned in the plot, for I met her 
ladyship hurrying the next day to the Castle, all the 
town being up about the enlevement. And I saluted her 
with a smile so diabolioal, that I knew she was aware 
that I had been ocmcenied in the dazing and ingenioiis 
acheme* 

Thus it was that I repaid W16k Brady's kindness to 

me in early days, and had the satisfiiction of restoring 
the fallen fortunes of a deserving branch of my family. 
He took his bride into Wicklow, where he lived with 
lier in the strictest seclusion until the a&ir was blown 
em, the Kiljoys stdnng eyexjrwbeie in vain, to dia- 
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met loB retreat. Thty did not for a while eren knonr 
wfao ynm fhe IxKky wn ▼ho had Miriod off Ibe heisem; 
nor was it until she wrote a letter some weeks aflei^ 

wards, signed Amelia Brady, and expressing her perfect 
happiness in her new condition, and stating that she had 
been married by Lady Lyndon's chaplain Mr. Eunt, that 
the trulh was known, and my worthy friend confessed 
his ahara of the tsansaetioiL Aa hia good-sajtnxad mis- 
trasB did not dismiis him fiom his post in eonBequenofl^ 
every body persisted in supposing tliat poor Lady Lyndon 
was privy to the plot; and the story of her ladyship's 
passionate attachment for me gained more and more 
oredit. 

I was Qoi slowryou may be sure, in profiting by 
these romonnu Evesy one thoui^t I had a shaie in the 
Beady mazriage, though no one oonM prove It. Ereiry 

one thought I was well with the widowed countess, 
though no one could show that I said so. But there is 
a way of proving a thing even while you contradict it, 
and I used to laugh snd joke so a propcs that all men 
began to wish me joy of my great foxtane, and look up 
to me as the afftajiped hxushand of Hie g re gtsrt hsixess 
the kii^dom. The papers took np the matter, the flomale 
Mends of Lady Lynduu remonstrated with her and cried 
"Fie!" Even tlie English journals and magazines, which 
in those days ware very scandalous, talked of the mat^ 
tsTy and whispered that a beautiful and aooomplished 
widowi with a title and the lacgsst possessions in the 
two kingdoms, was about to bestow her hand upon a 
young gentleman of high birth and fashion, who had 
distinguished himself in tlie ser\dee of his M — y the 
K — of Pr — . I won't say who was the author of these 
pin^p»l^, or how two pistuiesy om repraBenting myself 
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tmte tibe tub of **TbB Trmim Induaa* aid fhe 
oOier Lady Lyndon m ^Tb$ OonntMB of 'Ephmuii' ac- 
tually appeared in the "Town and Country Magaxixie,'^ 

published at Ijondon, and containing the fashionable 
tittle-tattle of the day. 

Lady Lyndon was so perplexed and teirified by tbiB 
oooliniial bold upon her, that ahe determined to leave 
tiie oonntiy. Well, ahe did; and irtio waa the ftnt to 
lier on tending at Holyhead? Your hmnUe 
servant, lledmond Barry, Esq. And, to crown all, the 
Dublin Mercury," which announced her ladyship's de- 
parture announced mine the day before. There was not 
a Boul but thought she had followed me to England, 
wbeieaa ahe was only £ying me,. Yain hopa! — a man 
of mj xeadhition waa not tiina to be Mked in poxanit 
Hftd she Aed to the Antipodes, I would have been there; 
ay, and would have followed her as far as Orpheus did 
Eurydice ! 

Her ladyship had a house in Berkeley Square, Lon- 
don, moite splendid than that which sli^ Assessed in 
PaUin, and, knowing that ahe would come thither, I 
preceded her to &e English capital, and took faandaome 

apartments in Hill Street, hard by. I had the same in- 
telligence in her London house which I had procured in 
Dublin. The same faithful porter was there to give me 
all the information I required. I promised to treble hia 
wagea aa aoon aa a certain eyent should happen. I wcm 
over Lady Lyndoifa oompaiion by a present of 100 guineaa 
down, and a pmoise of 2000 when I should be married, 
and gained the favours of her favourite lady's-maid, by 
a bribe of similar magnitude. My reputation had so far 
preceded me in London that, on my arxiYal, numbers of 
fltt gented wete eager to seodTO aie at their zmts; 
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' We have no idea in iMa hwmSxwBo. age wbat a gay and 

splendid place London was then; what u passion for play 
there was among young and old, male and female; what 
thousands were lost and won ia a night; what beautios 
there were — how brilliant, gay, and daahing! Every- 
body delightfolly moked. The royal I>iikeB of 
Gloticeiter and Ciuiiberland set Hie aiample — {he noUei 
followed close behind. Running away was the fashion: 
,ali! it was a pleasant time; and lucky was he who had 
fire, and youth, and money, and could live in it! I had 
all these, and the old frequenters of White's, Wattier's, 
and Goosetree's could tell stories <tf the gallantly^ spirit^ 
and hig^ feuduon of Captain Bany. 

The progress <^ a loyenitory is tedious to all those 
who are not concerned, and I leave such tliemes to the 
hack novel-writers , and the young hoarding-school misses 
for whom they write. It is not my intention to follow, 
step by step, the incidents of my courtship, or to narrato 
all the diffionlties I had to contend with, and my triiuDt- 
-fhaaat numner of somoiinting llieni. Snfllea it to say, I > 
did overcome these difficulties. I am of opinion, wi^ 
my friend, the late ingenious Mr. Wilkes, that such im- 
pediments are notliing in the way of a man of spirit; and 
that he can convert indiJQ^ence and aYOisian into love, 
if he have petaeveiance and devenms sufficient By 
the time the ooontess's widowhood was aa^iredy I had 
found means to he reoeiTed into her house; I had her 
women perpetually talking in my favour, vaunting my 
powers, expatiating upon my reputation, and boasting of 
my success and popularity in the fashionable world. 

Also, the best &ienda I had in the prosecution of my 
tender niit were flie countess's noble relatives, who 
ipiave tag item knowing title serriee that they did me, and 
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to whom I beg lewe to tendenr my beaitfelt thanks for 

the abuse with which tlicy then loaded mc, and to whom 
I flinp; my utter contempt for the cahimny and hatred 
with which they have subsequently pursued me. 

The chief of these amiable peESons was the Morohioness 
d Tiptoti^ modier of the jomg gentlemaa whose audacity 
I had punished at DublhL This old hanidan, on the 
countess's first arrival in London, waited upon her, and 
favoured her with sucli a storm of abuse for her encou- 

; ragement of me, that I do believe she advanced my ^ 

- eause more than six months' courtship could have done, 

I or the pinking of a half-dozen of rivals. It was in vain 

that poor Lady Lyndon pleaded her extim innocence, 
and vowed she had nev^r encoura^^ed me. ''Never en- 
couraged him I" screamed out the old Fury; "didn't you 
encourap:e the wretch at Spa during Sir Charles's own. 
'life? Didn't you marry a dependent of yours to one of 
this profligate's bankrupt cousins? When he set off tor 

I £^glandy didnt you follow him, like a mad w<Haan, the 

very next day? Didn^ he tsl^ lodgings at ^your veiy 
door almost — and do yott call this no encouragement? ^ 
For shame, madam, shame! You might have married 
my son — my dear and noble George, but that he did 
not choose to interfere with your shameful passion for 
the beggarly upstart whom you caused to assassniate 
Urn; mi the only counsel I have to give your ladyship 
h this, to legitamatise the ties which you have contracted 
witli this sliamoless adventurer; to make that connection 
legal which, real as it is now, is against both decency . 
and religion; and to spare your family and your son the 
diame of your present line of life." * 

With this the old finy of a marohionesB left the room, 

' and Lady Lyndon in tears; and I had tiie wliole putt' 

I 
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colan of the conyenatutt from her ladydup'fl ooBapanion, 
and augured the best lestdt from it in 1117 fitvour. 

Thus, by the sage influenoe of my Lady TipMtf the 

Countess of Lyndon's natural friends and family were 
kept from licr society. Even when Ladj'' Lyndon went 
to court, the most august lady in the realm received her 
with aaoh marked coldness, that the unfortunate widow 
came home and took to her bed with Tization. And 
tbi]0> I may say, that royalty itMlf became an agent in 
advancing my suit, and helping the plans of the poor 
Irish soldier of fortune. So it is that Fate works with 
agents, great and small; and by nieaiis over which they 
have no control the destinies of men and women are ac- 
complished. 

I shall always consider the oondnct of Mrs. Bridget^ 
(Lady Lyndon's fovonrite maid at this juncture) as a 

masterpiece of ingenuity; and, indeed, had such an opinion 
of her diplomatic skill, tliat the very instant 1 became 
master of tlie Lyndon estates, and paid her the promised 
sum — I am a man of honour, and rather than not keep my 
word with the woman, I ndsed the money of the Jews, 
at an exorbitant interest — as soon, I say, as I achieved 
my triumph, I took Mrs. Bridget by ihe hand, and said, 
**lfadam, you have shown such unexampled fidelity in 
my service that I am glad to reward you, according to 
my promise; but you have given proofs of such extraor- 
dinary cleverness and dissimulation, that I must decline 
keeping you in lady Lyndon's estebliahment, and beg 
yon will leave it lids very day;" whidi she did, and 
went over to the Tiptoff faction, and has abused me ever 
since. ♦ 

But I must tell 5^011 what she did which was so 
clever. Why, it was the simplest thing in the world, as . 
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all muAmtixIkm m When Lady Lyndon lamented her 
fate and my — aadie mm pleased to call it — ahamefol 
izeatment of ber, Mrs. Bridget said, ''Why shoold not 

your ladyship write this young gentleman word of the 
evil which he is causing you? Appeal to his fcelmgs 
(which, I have heard say, are very good indeed — the 
whole town is ringing with accounts of his spirit and 
generoBily), and beg him to desist from a pnxsuit which 
oanaes the heat of ladies so mooh pain? Do, my lady, 
write: I know your style is so elegant Ihat T for my 
part, have many a time hurst into tears in reading your 
charming letters, and I have no doubt Mr. hairy will 
sacrifuie any thing rather than hurt your feelings." And, 
of coursey the abigail swore to the fact. 

''Bo yon tbink so, Bcidget?" said her kdyship. And 
my mistress fi»thwith penned me a letter, in her most 
fascinating and winning manner. 

"Why, sir," wrote she, "will yon piirsne rrio? wJiy environ me in a 
web of intrigue so frightful that my spirit sinks under it, sct'lng escape is 
hopeless, from your frightful, your diabolical artV Ttiey say you are 
ff«ii«root to o^en — b« so to mo* I know yoar bmofy but too woll t ex* 
•reifo It on mtn 1rb» em moot yonr sword , not on o poor fooblo woman, 
who cannot resist yon. Remember flio friendship yon onco professed for 
me. And now, I beseech you, I implore you , to give a proof of it. Con- 
tradiot the calumnies which you have spread against me, and repair, if you 
can, and tf joa bavo n opArk of bonoor loft, tho mlaorioi whioh yon hoTO 
ooniod to tbo boart^brokon, ^H. Lnroon.** 

What was this letter meant for but that I should 
answer it in person? My ezoellent ally told me where I 
should meet Lady Lyndon, and accoxdinglyi I followed, 
and found her at the Panflieon. I xepeated the scene at 
Dahlin orer again; showed her how prodigioiiB my power 
was, humble as I was, and that 14^- energy w^as still 
untired. "But," I added, "I am as great in good as I 
am in evil; as iond and MthM as a fidend as I am 
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tenible as an enemy. I will do evairy thing/ I said, 
^wlnoh you aak of me, except when yoa bid me not to 
love yon. That is beyond my power; uid while my heart 

has a pulse I must follow you. It is mi/ fate, your fate. 
Cease to battle iigainst it, and be iniue. Loveliest of 
your sex, with life alone can end my passion for you, 
and, indeed, it is only by dying at your command that 
I can be brought to obey yoiL Do you wish me to die?" 

She said hnghing (for she was a woman at a lirely, 
humourous turn), that she did not wish me to commit 
self-murder, and I felt from that moment that she wa$ 
mine. 

A year from that day, on the 15th of May, in the 
year 1773, I had the honour and happiness to lead to 
the altar Honoria Countess of Lyndon, widow of the late 

l*it. Hon. Sir Charles Lyiidou, K.B. The ceremuuy was 
performed at St, George's Hanover Square, by the Ilcv. 
hamuel Bunt, her Ladysliip's chaplain. A maguihcent 
supper and ball was giyen at our house in' Berkeley 
Square, and the next morning I had a duke, four earls, 
three generals, and a crowd of the most distmguished 
people in London, at my levie. Walpole made a lampoon 
about the mamaj^e, and Selwyn cut jokes at the Cocoa- 
tree. Old lady Tii)toH", altliouf^h she had recommended 
it, was ready to Ijite otf her lingers with vexation; and 
as for young Bullingdon, who was grown a tali lad of 
fourteen, when called upon by the countess to embrace 
his papa, he shook his fist in my face, and said, ^^ffe 
my father! I would as soon call one of your ladyships 
footmen papa!" » 

But I could afford to laugh at the rage of the boy 
and the old woman, and at ttie jokes of the wits of Si 

Tkadserof; MiioeUauiet. YL QQ 
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Jmm^n. I sent off a flandng aoooimt of onr nuptiabi to 

my mother, and my uncle, tlie good chevalier; and now, 
arrived at the pitch of prosperity, 'and lia^-iug, at thirty 
years of age, by my own merits and eu( rgy, raised my- 
self to one of the highest social positions that any man 
in England could occupy, I detennined to enjoy myself 
as became a man of qrimUty for the remainder of my 
life. 

After "svo had received the congratulations of our 
firiends in London — fur in those days people were not 
ashamed of being married, as they seem to be now — I 
and Hicmoria (who was all complacency, and a most 
handsome, sprij^tlyy and agreeable companion) set off to 
Tisit our estates in the west of England, where I had 
never as yet set foot. We left Tjondon in three chariots, 
each with four horses; and my uncle wmld have been 
pleased could he have seen painted on their panels the 
Irish crown and the ancient coat' of the Barrys beside 
the countess's coronet, and the noble cognisance of the 
noble fiunily of Lyndon. « 

Before quitting London, I procured his majesty's 
gracious permission to add the name of my lovely lady 
to my own, and henceforward assumed the style and 
title of jBabet Lyndqh, as I have written it in this auto- 
b&^iprapby. 

CKAPTE& Xm 

I Appear a« an Ornament of Knglish Society* 

• All the journey down to HacktonXJastle, the largest 
and most ancient of our ancestral seats in Devonshire^ 
was pciftrmed with the slow and sober stota becoming 
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people of the first quality in the realm. An outrider in 
my livery went on before us, and bespoke our lodging 
from town to town; and thus we lay in state at An- 
dovor, Ilminster, and £zeter; and the fourth eveniiig ap- 
xived in tiiiie for supper bdbie the antique baroniBl 
ruaaAm^ of wUeh ^ gate waa in an odiooa Oothlo 
taste that would have set Mr. Walpole wild with 
pleasure. 

The first dayn of a marriage are commonly very try- 
ing; and I have known couples, who lived together like 
turtle-doves for the rest <ii their lives, peok eaoh othei's 
ejes out almost during flie honeymoon. I did not 
escape the oommon lot; in our journey westward my 
Lady Lyndon chose to quarrel with me because I pulled 
out a pipe of tobacco (the habit of smokinp^ which I had 
acquired in Germany when a soldier in Biilow's, and 
could never give it over), and smoked it in the carriage; 
and also her ladyship chose to take umbrage both at 
Ilminstw and AndoveT) because in (he evenings when 
we lay there I chose to invite the landlords of the Bell 
and the Lion to crack a bottle with me.' Lady Lyndon 
waa a haughty woman, and I hate pride, and I promise 
you that in both instances I overcame this vice in her. 
On the third da j of our journey I had her to light my 
pipe-match mSa her own hands, and made her deHver 
it to me with tears In her eyes ; and at the Swan Inn at 
Exeter I had so completely subdued hor, that she asked 
me humbly whether F would not wish the landlady as. 
well as the host to step up to dinner with us. To this 
I should have had no objectioni for, indeed^ Mrs. Bonny- 
ftce was a very ^d-looking woman; but we expected 
a visit ftom my lord bishop, a kinsman of Lady Lyndon, 
and the bienseances did not permit the indulgence oi my 

20* 
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request. I appeaced iriiUsk her ai ei^ening service 

to compliment our right reverend cousin, and put her 
name down for twenty -five guineas and my own for one 
hundred, to the famous new organ which was then being 
built far the cathediaL Thk oanduet^ at the yery outwt 
tt my eaieer in the eoanfyy made me not a little po- 
pular; and ttie xeddentiaty oanon irho did me the fimnr 
to sup with me at the inn, went away after the rixth 
bottle hiccuping the most solemn vows for the welfare 
of such a p-p-pions pjcntleman. 

Before we leached Hackton Castle^ we had to drive 
thiough ten miles of the Lyndon estates, where the 
people wera out to Yisit us, the chniehrhells set a ring- 
ing, the panon and the £ttmem assembled in tiiedr best 
by the roadside, and the school-children and the labour- 
ing people were loud in their liurrahs for her ladyship. 
I flung money among these worthy characters, stopped 
to bow and chat with his reverence and the isaaimm, 
and if I found that thel)eninahire girls were anuag the 
handsomeet in the kingdom is it my fiinlt? These re- 
maiks my Lady Lyndon especially would take in great 
dudj^eou: and 1 do believe she was made more angry by 
my admiration of the red cheeks of Miss Eetsy Quar- 
lingdon of Clumpton, than by any previous speech or act 
fxf mine in the journey. '^Ah, ah, my fine madam, you 
sere jealous, are you?'' thon^t I; and reflected, not 
wilhotit deep sorrow, how lightly she heiself had acted 
in her husband's lifetime, and that those are mOSt 
jealous who themselves give most cause for jealousy. 

Round liackton village the scene of welcome was 
particularly gay; and a band of music had been brought 
from Flymoiith, and arches and fags had been raiaed, 
espeeially betoe the attorney's and the dooto^ hoiisef^ 
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mbo west bofti in flie employ of ilie fiomlj. Tim 
were many hmidiecb of stoat people at the great lodge, 

which, with the park- wall, bounds one side of llackton 
Green, and from which, for three miles, goes, or rather 
went, an avenue of noble elms up to the towers of the 
old oaatie. I wished they bad been oak when I cut the 
ixees down in 79, finr they would haTO fetohed thzee 
times the money; and I ^low notfaiiig mote oolpaMe 
than the carelessness of ancestors in planting ^MBt 
grounds with timber of small value, when they might 
just as easily raise oak. Thus I have always said that 
the Roundhead Lyndon of Hackton, who planted these 
elms in Charlos IL's time, Cheated me ni 10,000^ 

For ttie first £»w days after ovir aritvttl| my ^me 
was agreeably spent in reoehring the visits of the nobi- 
lity and gentry wlio came to pay their respects to the 
noble new married couple, and, like likiebeard's wife in 
Hie faiiy tale, in inspecting tlie treasures, the furniture, 
and the numerous chambers of the castle. It is a huge 
dd plaoe^ hoiit as far back as Bfoaj Y'b time, besieged 
and batteied by the OfomweUiaas in the BevolntioD* 
and altered and patched up, in an odious oM-lhshioned 
taste, by the Roundhead Lyndon, who succeeded to the 
property at the death of a brother ^^'llose principles were 
excellent and of the true Cavalier sort, but who ruined 
hinuself ehiefly by drinking, dieing, and a dissolute life, 
and a little by supporting the king* The oasfle stands 
in a fine chose, which was prettily speckled over with 
deer; and I can't but own that my |)leasure was con- 
siderable at first as I sat in the oak parlour of summer 
evenings, with the windows open, the gold and silver 
plate shiioing in a hundred daasling colours on the side^ 
booids, a dooen joUy eonqpanimi nmnd the taUe, $mi 
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ooold look cot OTW ibe wiAd fpnm ptdc and ilia wftimg 
woods, aod see the ran settmg on the lake, and hear the 

deer calling to one another. 

The exterior was, when I first arrived, a quaint com- 
position of all sorts of architecture, of feudal towers, and 
gable-ends in Queen Bess's st^le, and rough- patched 
walla built up to xepair the lavages of the Boundhead 
oazmon; but I need not apeak of thia at large» hanng 
had the place new-£aced at a yaat expense, nndev a 
fasliionable architect, and the faqade laid out in the 
latest French-Greek and most classical style. There had 
been moats, and drawbcuiges, and outer walls; these I 
had shaved awaj into alegant teaaeea,- and handsomely 
laid oat in patrtenaa aoeocding to ilie plans of M. Cor- 
nichon, the great Pariaian aioUteoi^ who Tiaited "Rngland 
for the purpose. 

After ascending the outer steps, you entered an 
antique hall of vast dimensions, wainscoated with black 
carved oak^ and onianiented with portraits of our au- 
eeaton^ from the upmte beard of Bxook Lyndon, ibe 
greet lawyer in Qneen Beas'a time, to .the loose stomar 
oher and ringlets of Lady Saooharissa Lyndon, whom 
Yaudyck painted when she was a maid of honoiu' to 
Queen Henrietta Maria, and down to Sir Charles Lyndon, 
with his riband as a knight of the liath; and my lady, 
aa she was painted by Hudson, in a white satin sack 
and &nuly dianonda, as she was presented to the old 
Zing George IL Those diamonds wne very fine; I fimt 
had them reset by Boehmer, when we appeared before 
their French majesties at Versailles, and finally raised 
18,000/. upon, after that infernal run of ill-luck at 
Goosetree's, when Jemmy Twitcher (as we called my 

Laid Sandwioh), Carlisle, Chailey fox, and I piiajed 
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liombrc for fota^asyd-fjaciy houxiy sans dhemparer. Bows 
and pikes, huge steg-headsy and huntiiig implemfintB, 
and TQBty old sniti of annoar, that must hovB been wmi 

in the days of Gog and Magog, for what I know, 
formed the other old ornaments of this hngc apartment, 
and were ranged round a fire-place where you might 
have turned a coach-and-six. This 1 kept pie^ much, 
in its antique oonditiony but had the old aimoar ereiir 
inally tamed oat and ooTumigned to liie Inmber-rooms up- 
staaTB, replacing them with china monsters, gilded settees 
from France, and elegant marbles, of which the broken 
noses and limbs, and ugliness, undeniably proved their 
antiqaity, and which an agent purchased for me at 
Eome. But auch. waa the taste of the timea (and, per- 
haps, tiie laaoalily of my agent), that 30,000^ worth of 
these gems of art only went for 80<X gaineaa at a sab- 
sequent period, when I found it necessary to raise money 
on my collections. 

f'rom this main hall branched off on either side the 
long series of state-xooms, poorly furnished with high- 
backed diairs and long^ qaeer Venice glasses, when first 
I Qome to the property, bat afterwards rendered so 
splendid by me , wi^ l^e gold damasks of Lyons , and 
the magnificent Gobelin tapestries I won from lliclielieu 
at play. There Avere thirty-six bedrooms de 7n<utrey of 
which I only k^t three in their antique condition, — 
the haunted room, as it was called, where the ninrder 
was done in James ITs time, the bed where WiDiam 
slept after landilig at Torbay, and doeen Elizabeth^s 
state-roum. All the rest were re-decorated by Corniclion, 
in the most elegant taste, not a little to the scandal of 
some of the steady old country dowagers; for I had 
ikiium of Boueher and Y anioo to decorate the principal 
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apartments, in irbicli the Cupids and VemMes were 
painted in a manner so natural, that I recollect the old 
wizened Countess of Frumpinp^ton pinniiiii' over the cur- 
tains of her bed, and sending her daughter^ Lady Blanche 
Whalebone, to sleep with her waitrng^WDman, rather 
Hum allow her to lie in a chamber hung all over with 
looidng-gksses, after fhe exact fiuMon of the quel's 
closet at Versailles. 

For nianv of these ornaments T was not so much 
visweiable aa Comichon, whom Lauraguais lent me, and 
who was the intendant of my buildingB dining my ab- • 
senoe ahroacL X had given tiie man carteMoM^, 
when he feU down and broke his leg^ as he was de*- 
corating a theatre hi '3m room which had been 13ie old 
chapel of the castle, the peoj)le of the country thought 
it was a judgment of Heaven upon him. In his rage 
for improvement the fellow dared any thing. Without 
my orders^ he cut down an old rookery which was sacred 
in the country, and had a prophecy n^atding i^ stating^ - 
''When the rook -wood shall Ml, down goes Haokton 
Hall." The rooks went over and colonised Tiptoff Woods, 
which lay near us (and be hanged to them!), and Cor- 
nichon built a temple to Venus, and two lovely fountains 
on their site. Venuses and Cupids were the rascal's 
adoration; he wanted to take down the Gkythic screen 
and place Cupids in our pew there; but old Boctcnr Hnff, 
Ihe rector, came out with a lai^e oak stiek, and ad- 
dressed the unlucky architect in Latin, of which he did 
not comprelicnd a word, yet made him understand that 
he would break his bones if he laid a single hnger upon 
the sacred edifice. Comichon made complaints about the 
^Abb^ Huffy'' as he called him (et quel tAbe\ grand Bieu! 
added he, quite bewildered, un tAU avee douzt en fans!), 
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but I moomig&A the dnmh in itiB vespeet, end bade 

Comichon exert his talents only in the castle. 

There was a magnificent collection of ancient plate, 
to which I added much, of the most splendid modem 
kind: a cellar whieh^ however well furnished, reqaiied 
eontfamal repleniBhing, and a kitdMn which I refonned 
altogethw. My Mend, Jack 'Wilkea, sent me down a 
cook from the Mansion House, for the English cookery, 
— the turtle and venison department; I had a chief (who 
called out tlic Englishman, by the way, and com])lained 
sadly of the gros cochon^ who wanted to meet him with 
coups de poing) and a coaple of aides from PaiiSi and an 
ItaUaa eonfectkmer as my cffUiets de bomdie. All which 
natdfal appendages to a man of &shion, Hie odions, 
stingy old Ti])toff, my kinsman and neighbour, affected 
to "VTCW with hoiTor, and he spread through the country 
a report that I had my victuals cooked by Papists, lived 
Upon frogSy and^ he Teiily believed, fricasseed little 
children* 

Bnt the sqnixes ate my dinnevs Tory leadily^ ibr all 

that, and old Dr. Huff himself was compelled to allow 
that mv venison and turtle were most orthodox. The 
fonncr gentry T knew how to conciliate, too, in other 
ways. There had been only a suhsoiption pack of iox- 
honnds in the conntiyy and a few beggarly couples of 
nuyigy beac^i yrnXk which old Tiptoff paMered abovt 
his gronnds; j boilt a kennel and stables, which cost 
30,000/., and stocked them in a manner which was 
worthy of my ancestors, the Irish kings. I had two 
packs of hounds, and took the lield in the season four 
times a-weeky with three gwit^pmen in my hunt-uniform 
1o fbUow me, and open boose at Hackton for all who be^ 
longed to the hunt 
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may be suppoeed, no small onttay; and I con&fla fliat I 

have little of that base spirit of economy in my com- 
position which some people practise and admire. For 
instance, old Tiptoff was hoarding up his money to re- 
pair hia Other's extravagance and disencumber his 
estates; a good deal of the money with which he paid 
oSt bis mortgages my agent pxociued upon mine. And, 
besideB, it must be rememberod I bad only a life-inteiest 
upon the Lyndon propei-ty, was ah^-ays of an easy temper 
in dealing with the money-brokers, and had to pay heavily 
ioi insuring her ladyship's life. 

At the end of a year Lad}- Lyndon presented me 
with, a son — Biyan Lyndon 1 called biifoi, in oomplir 
ment to my xoyal aneestcy; but what more bad I to 
leavd him than a noble name? Was not the estete of 
his mother entailed upon the odious little Turk, Lord 
Bullingdon, and who, by the way, I have not mentioned 
as yet, though he was living at Hackton, was consigned 
to a new governor. The insabovdinatian of that boy was 
dreadfoL fie used to qnote passages of Samlet to bis 
mother, wbidi made her veiy mgry. Once wbesi I took 
a horsewhip to chastise him, he drew a knife, and would 
have stal>bed me; and, faith, I recollected my own youth, 
which was pretty similar; and, holding out my hand, 
burst oat laughing, and proposed to him to be £dends. 
We were xeooncLled tor that time, and the nest; 
bnt there was no loye lost between us, and bis 
hatred to me seemed to grow as be grew, wbidi was 
apace. 

I determined to endow my darling boy, Bryan, with 
a property, and to this end cut down twelve thousand 
pounds' worth of timber on Lady I^yndon's Xoricsbiiis 
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md Ldsb estates; at iAmIl paoeeeding BoUhigdbDiL'B 
guardian, Tipioff, ctM. out, aa wial, and swore I liad 

no right to touch ii stick of the trees; hut down they 
"went; and I commissioned my mother to re-purchase the 
ancient lands of Bally harry and Barry ogue, wliich had 
once &nned part of the immense possessions of my house. 
These she bought baok with e»)ellant prudence^ and ex- 
4zeme joy; ibr hsr heart was gladdened at the idea that 
a son was bom to my narne^ and with the notion of mf 

magniiicent fortunes. 

To say truth, I was rather afraid, now that I lived 
in a very diiierent sphere to that in which fihe was ao* 
customed to more, lest she should come to pay me a 
yyat, and artonish my English ftiendB by her bragging 
and her brogue, her rouge and her old hoops and fhr- 
helows of the time of George II., in which she had 
figured advantageously in her youth, and which she still 
fondly thought to be at the height of the fashion. So I 
wrote to her, putting off her yisit; begging her to visit 
ns wb^ the laft wing of the eastle was jBnishedy or the 
stables built, and so forth. There was no xieed of snah 
preeantion. "A bint's enoD^ for me, Bedmond," the old 

lady would reply. 'Tm not coming to disturb }'ou airiong 
your great English friends with my old-fashioned Irish 
ways. It's a blessing to me to think that my darling 
boy has attained the position which I always knew was 
his due, and fax which I pinched myself to edoeate 
him. Yon must bring me the little Bryan, that his 
grandmother may kiss him,, one day. Present my re- 
spectful blessing to her ladyship, his mamma. Tell her 
she has got a treasure in her husband, which she couldn't 
have had had she taken a duke to marry her; and that 

the firady% though without titlefl^ haye the best of blood 



uiyiiizied by Google 



m xncons 



in Oeir ymm. I shall narer ml until I see you Sad 

of Ballybany, and my grandson Locd Tiaeoimt Bar- 

ryogue." 

How singular it was that the very same ideas should 
be passing in my mother's mind and my own! The 
very titles she had pitohed upon had also been flelected 
(natoiallj en^h) by me; and I don't mind oonfbesmg 
Hiat I had filled a dozen sheets of paper wiHi my signar 
tiire, under the nanics of Ballyharry and Barr}-ogue, and 
had determined witli my usual impetuosity to caiTV my 
point. My mother \\ cnt and established herself at Bal- 
lyharry, living with the priest there imtil a tenement 
eould be erected, and dating from ''Ballybanry Gast^" 
which, yon msy he sure, I gaive oat to be a plaoe no 
small importanoe. I had a plan of the estate in my 
stud}^, both at llacktou and in Berkeley Square, and the 
plans of tlie elevation of Ballybany Castle, the ancestral 
residence of Baxry Lyndon, Esq., with the piojected im- 
provements, in which the Castle was v^sesented as 
about the siie oC Windsor, with move omaments to Hie 
aiddtectnre; and eight Inmdied acres of hog falling in 
handy, I purchased theui at three i)ounds an acre, so 
that my estate upon the map looked to be no insignifi- 
cant one.* I also in this year made arrangements for 
purchasing the Polwellan estate and mines in Cornwall 
inm John Tieeothiek, for 70,000/. — an impradent 
bargain, which was afterwards the eause to me of mnoh 

• On tlie strength of this estate, ami jiledfring his honour that it was 
not mortgageii, Mr. Uarry Lyndon burrowed J 7,000/., in the year 17^, from 
yoMf Captain PlMMi, tM city nMrehnaCs ton, wh« haa^iMrteoiMUiair 
his property. As for the Polwellan estate and mines, ^tbe cause of encUesa 
litijration it must be owned that our hero purclinsed fhon;; hut he never 
paid more than the tirst r>(too/. of the purchasc-uiuney. Hence the litigation 
of which lie complains, and the famous Chanqery suit of "TrccoUiick 
V. Lyndon ta ivbtdi Mr. Jotan Seott greatly diattDiOlfhcd Hiautlf. » £d« 
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diflpoie and [litigatioiL The tmUes of property^ the 
laeeaHfy of agents, the qnibUes of kwyere, aro endless. 

Humble people envy us ^-eat men, and fancy that our 
lives are all pleasure. 'Many a time in the course of my 
prosperity 1 have sighed for the days of my meanest 
fortune, and envied the boon-companions at my table^ 
mth BO olothes to their books bat siioh as my csedit 
supplied them, wiilumt a guinea bat what oame firam my 
pocket, but without one of the harassing cares and 
responsibilities which are the dismal adjuncts of great 
lank and property. 

I did liUle more than make my appearance, and 
assume the oommaod of my estates, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, zewaidisg generaialy flme persons who had 
been kfaid to me in my tomeft advereities, and taking 
my fitting; place among the aristocrac y of the laud. But, 
in truth, I had small indiuemcnts to remain in it after 
having tasted of the genteeler and more complete plear 
SDxes of English and continental lilie; and we passed our 
sommeis at Boxton, the BaHi, and Hanogate, while 
Hackton Gasfle was bein^ beautified in the elegant man* 
ner already described by me, and the season at our man- 
sion in Berkeley Square. 

It is wonderful how the possession of wealtli brings 
oat the virtues of a man, or, at any rate, acts as a 
TBcnish or lustve to them, and Imngs o«l 1h«ir bnlUanoy 
• and ooloiir in a manner never known when tiie individoid 
stood in the cold grey atmosphere of poverty. I aesofe 
you, it was a very short time before I was a pretty 
fellow of the first class; made no small sensation at the 
cofifee -houses in Pall -Mali, and afterwards at the most 
famooa dabs. My style, equipages, and el^ant ente]^ 
tnnmesits wece iii eveiy body's mooth, and were de- 
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sonbed in all tfie monung piints. The needier pftrt of 

Lady Lyndon's relatives, and such as had been offended 
by the intolerable pompopity of old Tiptoff, began to 
appear at our routs and assemblies; and as for relations 
of toy own, I found in London and Ireland more than I 
had erer diesmed of » of oousinB who claimed affinity 
irith me. There were, of eonrse, nativea of my own 
eonntry (of which I was not particularly proud), and I 
received %dsits from three or four swaj^gering shabby 
Temple bucks, with tarnished lace and Ti])i)crary brogue, 
who were eating their way to the bar in London; from 
several gambling adventurers at the watering-places^ 
' whom I soon speedily let to know ttieir place; and fiom 
others of more reputable condition. Among them I may 
mention my cousin, the Lord KilbariT, who, on tlie score 
of his relationship, borroAved thirty pieces from me to 
pay his landlady in Swallow -street, and whom, for my 
own reasons, I allowed to maintain and credit a connec- 
tion for which the Heralds' College gave no anthority 
whsEtsoeyer. Eilbany had a cover at my table; punted 
at play, and paid when he liked, which was seldom ; had 
an intimacy with, and was under considerable obligations 
to, my tailor; and always boasted of his cousin, the great 
Barry Lyndon of the west country. 

H» ladyship and I lived , after a while, pretty 
separate when in London. She preferred quiet, or, to 
say the tradi, I prefmed it, being a great iHend to a 
modest, tranquil behaviour in woman, and a taste for the 
domestic pleasures. Hence I encouraged her to dine at 
home with her ladies, her chaplain, and a few of her 
Mends; admitted three or four proper and discreet per* 
sons to accompany her to her box at the Opera or pU^, 
on proper occasions; and, indeed, declined for her the 
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fcx> freqfaent TisMs of hor ftieftds and fkmily, preferring 
to recmTO them only twice or ilirice in a season on our 

grand reception da}s. Jiesides, she was a mother, and 
had great comfort in the dressing, educating, and dandling 
our little Bryan, ibr whose sake it was fit that she should 
^ve up the pleasures and Mvolities of the world; so she 
left that pert of the duty €i every ieasnij of distinotimi 
to* be performed, by me. To say the truth, Lady Lyn- 
don*s figure and appearance were not at ttds time such 
as to make for their owner any very brilliant appearance 
in the fashionable world. >She had grown very fat, was 
short-sighted, pale in complexion, careless about her dress, 
dull in demeanour; lier oonyersatioiis with me ehaiao- 
terised by a stupid despair, or a silly, blunderlBg attempt 
at forced cheerfulness still more disagreeable: hence our 
intercourse was but ti'itling, and my temptations to carry 
her into the world or to remain in licr society of ne- 
cessity exceedingly smalL She would try my temper, 
at home, too, in a thousand ira3rs. When requested by 
me (often, I own, ra&er roo^y) to entertain ihe com- 
pany with conyersation, wit, and learning, of which she 
was a mistress; or music, of which she was an accom- 
plished performer, ylie would as often as not begin to 
cry, and leave the room. My company from tliis, of 
course, fancied I was a t}Tant over her; whereas, I ^vm 
ouly a severe and careM guardian oyer a silly,- bad- 
teiiij red, and weak-minded lady. 

She was luckily very fond of her youngest son, and 
through him I had a wholesome and eliectual liold uf 
her; for if in any of her tantrums or fits of haughtiness 
— this woman was intolerably proud, and repeatedly, 
at first, in our quanels, dared to twit me with my own 
arigjnal porerty and low birth), — if , I say, in oar 
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dispilM she pnAended to lum flie xipper-liaiidi to a0sert 
her satbofity against mine, to refuse to sign fooh papers 

as I might think necessary for the distribution of our 
large and complicated pi'0})erty, I would have Master 
iBiyau canied oif to Chis^vick for a couple of days; and I 
wamnt me hk kdj-mother could hcQd out no longeo^ 
laid frould agree to anything I ohoee to propose. The 
servants about her I todc oare should be in my pay, not 
hers: especially the child's head nurse was under niy 
orders, not those of my lady; and a very handsome, red- 
cheeked, impudent jade she was; and a great fool she 
made me make of myself. This woman was more mis* 
tsess of the house than the poor-spirited lady who owned 
it She 0m the law to the servants: and if I showed 
«ny partieular attention to any of the ladies who visited 
us, the slut would not scruple to show her jealousy, and 
to lind means to send them packing. The fact is, a 
generous man is always made a fool of by some woman 
or other; and this one had such an influenoe oyer me, 
that she conld torn ae roond her fing«r,* 

* ttom tlMM OQriMf 0O1IMOIIS, ltir«iiM app«ar that Mr. Lyndon 
nuiltreftted his Udy in every poatlble way; that he denied her anoiety, 

bullied her into si-nin^ away her property, spent it in gambling? and 
taverns, was opoiily uufailhful to her; and, when she compi.iified, 
tUreatcued tu remove her children frow her Nur, indeed, in lie tlie only 
iinaband who haa dona the like , and haa paaaad for ^nobody*a enemy bat 
Ma own;** m Jovtal« goodHiatnrad MIow. Tha world oontaina aoorea of 
euch amiable people; and, indeed, it la because justice has not been done 
them timt we have edited this autobloj^raph v. If id it l)eon that of a nioro 
hero of romance, — one of thtise heroic youtlis who lit;ure in the novels of 
Soott and James, — there would have been no call to introdaee the reader 
to a pcraonage already ao often and ao charmingly depicted. Mr. Barry 
Lyndon is not, we repeat, a hero of the common pattern; bot let the render 
loolc round, and asli himself, I>o not .is many ropues succeed in life as 
honest m«Mi? mure fools than men of talent V And is it not just that the 
lives of this class should be described by the student of human nature as 
well M the aottoM of thoae liUiy«tale ptineea, tlioae perfeet IttpoMOae 
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Her infernal temper (Mrs. Stammer was the jade's 
name), and my wife's moody despondency , made my 
house aiid faoaie not oTerpleaaant; henoe I was diiven a 
good deal alxMd, wbsarSy as play was iStub ftsluoii ail 
eyety olub, taTenn and assembly^ I, of coi 
obliged to resume my old habit, and to commence as au 
amateur tliose p^araes at which I was once unrivalled in 
Europe. But whether a man's temper changes with 
prosperity, or his ddU leaves him when deprived oi a 
eonfederate, and pursuing tbe game no Icmger profes- 
sionally, he joins in it, 1^ the rest of the world, for 
pastime, I know not; hut certain it is, that in the seasons 
of 1774-5 I lost much money at White's and the Cocoa 
Tree, and was couipellod to meet my losses by boiTowing 
largely upon my wife's annuities, insuring her ladyship's 
hfe, and so £orth. The terms at which I raised these 
aecessaqr sums, aood the outfays requisite f»r xny im« 
pforements, wm, of eourse, rery onerous, and clipped 
the propertj' considerabh'; and it was some of these papers 
which my J. ady Lyndon (who was of a narrow, timid, and 
stingy turn) occasionally refused to sign, until I persuaded 
her, as I have before shown. 

My dealings on the turf oog^ to be mentioned, as 
fenning pari my history at lUs time; but, in trotii, I 

liorops, whom our writers love to describe? There Is somcthin}? natve and 
simple in that time-honoured style of novel - writing by which Prince 
Pretty man, at tlie end of his adventures, is put in possession of every 
worldly prosperity, at he hM bm endowed witli every mental end bodily 
excellence previously. The novelist thinks that he ean do no more for hEi 
darling' horo than make him a lord. Is it not a poor standard that , of the 
suiiiinutn bonum? TIk- Kr^'i^tf^st good in life is not to be a lord, perlmps not 
even to be happy. Poverty, illness, a humpback, may be rewards and con- 
dltlona of good, well aa that bodily proiperl^wlitoli all of ns nnoeii- 
aoioosly set np for worship. But this ll * tObJeetliMr an essay, not a notef 
and It is best to allow Mr. Lyndon to lefiime the eandid and inffenioof 
narrative of his virtues and defecta* 
Thackeratf, MiscellarUei* YU 21 
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have no pai-ticuliu* pleasure in recalling my Newmarket 
doings. I was infernally bit and l)ul»l)led in almost eveiy- 
one of my transaotioiis there; and though I eould ride a 
hone as well as any man in England, was no matcb with 
12i6 £iiglMih xLoblemea at baddng him.* fifteen yem afto 
my bone, Bay Biilow, by Sophy Hardeaetto, out of Eclipse, 
lost the Newmai^et stakes, fisr which he waa the fint 
favourite, I found that a noble earl, who shall be name- 
less, had got into his stable the morning before he ran,^ 
and the consequence wad that an outside horse won, and 
your humble servant was out to the amount of fifteen 
tiboaaand poimds. Staraagen had no chance in those days 
an the heath; and, though daxaled by the spl^donr and 
ftehion assembled there, and surrounded by the greatest 
persons of the land, — the roj'al dukes, with their wives 
and splendid equi|)ages, — old (iral'ton, with bis (jueer 
bevy of company, and such men as Ancaster, Sandwich, 
Lorn, ft man might have considered himself certain of 
£ur play and have been not a little piOQd'of the aooiety 
he ke pt. Yet, I promise yon, that, exalted as it was, 
there was no set of men in Europe who knew how to 
rob more genteelly, to bubble a stranger, to bribe a jockey, 
to doctor a horse, or to aiTange a betting -book. Even / 
aouMn't stand against these accomplished gamestera of 
the highest families in £urope. Was it my own want 
of style, or my waiit of a fortune? I know not Bat 
now I was amved at the height of my ambition both 
my skill and my luck seemed to l)o deserting mc. 1' very- 
thing 1 touched crumbled in my band; every speculation 
I had, failed; every agent I ti'usted deceived me. I am, 
indeadi one of those bom to make, and not to keep for-, 
tones; Ibr the qualities and energy which lead a man to 
effect the flnt axe often the veiy oauaes of his ruin in 
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the latter Me; indeed I know of no oOier zeaMm lor flie 
miifortiinee nrldcli ifaudly befcll me* 

I had alway s a taste men of letters, and perhaps, 
if the truth must be told, liavc no objection to playing 
the hue gentleman and patron among the wits. Such 
people are UiuaUy needy, and of low bkth, and h&ve an 
instinoiiye awe and love of a genftemen and a laoed wtH^ 
as all mast have Temaiked who have frequented their 
aocietj. Mr. Reynolds, who was afterwards knighted, 
and certainly the most elegant painter of his day, was a 
pretty dexterous courtier of the wit tribe; and it was 
through this gentleman , who painted a pieoe of me. Lady 
Lyndon, and our little Ikyan, whieh was graatty admired 
at file Esdubition (I was ic p r o B c nted as quitting my wifb, 
ill the costume of the Tippleton yeomanry, of wMch I 
was major: the child starting back from my helmet like 
whatd'yeoairem— -Hector's son, as described by Mr. Tope, 
• in his Iliad), it was through Mr. Eeynolds that 1 was 
introduced to a score of these genUemen, and th^ great 
chief 9 Mr. Johnson. I always tiioi^t their gseat ebaai 
a great bear.- He drank tea twice or iiiiice at my heuse^ 
misbehaying himself most grossly, treating my opinions 
with no more respect than those of a school -boy, and 
telling me to mind my hoi><es and tailors, and not trouble 
myself about letters. His Scotch bearleader, Mr. BosweUy 
was a butt of the iirst quality. I never saw such a figure 
as the fellow eat in what he eaUed a Ckmean haUt, at 
one of Ids. Oocnely's balk, at GaiMe House, Soho. But 
that the stories connected with that same establishment 
are not the mobt proht^bie tales in the world, I could 

* The memoirs seem to have been writlcn about the year 1814, In thAt 
$tHm retreat wblch Fortune had selected for the author at the close of bli 

21» 
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tfiU tales of scQM of queer drangB there. AH the high, 
and low demirepB of the town gsthered tbere, firam hia 
gnee of Anwit^r down to ooantrymaiiy poor Mr. 

Oliver Goldsmith, the poet, and from the Duchess of 
Kingston down to the Bird of Paradise, or Kitty Fisher. 
Here I have met very queer characters, who came to 
quoer ends too; poor Hackman, that afterwards was 
bangod for tdUing Mifls Baj, and (on tho sly) his re*- 
Yoraaoe Br; Biasmj, wbom my friend Sam Foote, of the 
littte Theatre, bade to live even after Ibrgery and the 
mpB cut short the unlucky parson's career. 

It was a merry place, London, in those days, and 
that's the truth. I'm writing now in my gouty old age, 
and people have grown vastly more moral and matter^if- 
&et than they were at the olose of the last centoiy, 
when the world waa young with me. There was a dif- 
ference between a gentleman and a common fellow in 
those times. We wore silk and embroidery then. ^N'ow 
every man has the same coachman-like look in his belcher 
and caped coat, and there is no outward difference be- 
tween my lord and his groom. Then it took a man of 
fsahicm a ooaple oC boma to make bia toilette^ and be 
ooold ahow some taate and genioa in the selecting it 
What a blaze of splendour was a drawing-room, or an 
opera, of a gala night! What sums of money were lost 
and won at the delicious faro-table ! My gilt curricle and 
outriders, blazing in green and gold, were very different 
objects to the equipages you see nowadays in the ring^ 
witti the stnntad grooms behind fbem. A man coold 
drink four times as muob as the milksops nowadays 
can swallow; but 'tis usckss expatiating on this theme. 
Gentlemen are dead and gone. The fashion has 
now turned upon your aoldieia and sailors^ and X 
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gmr qidte moody aad Bad wlieii I iUnk of ttdMy ymm 
Hgo. 

This is a ehspter devioM to x0iiiiiiiMeii660 of wbtA 

•was a very happy and splendid time with me, hut pre- 
senting little of mark in the way of adventure, as is 
generally the case when times are happy and easy. It 
Would seem, idle to fill pages with accounts of the every- 
day oocupatioDS of a man of £Buifaion, the iait ladieB 
-who flmilied upon Mm, the dretses he ime, the znatdhea 
he played, and won or lost At this peiiod of time, 
when youngsters are employed cutting the Frenchmen's 
throats in Hpain and France, lying out in bivouacs, and 
feeding off commissariat beef and biscuit, they would not 
understand what a life their aaoestors led; and so I shall 
lum fnrtlm disoonne upon ttie' pleamzes of the times 
when erai the Prinoe was a lad in leadingMsWnc^y wbm 
Ohailes Fox had not subsided into a mere stslesmttii, aad 
Buonaparte was a beggarly brat in his native island. 

Whilst these impro^•cmcnts were going on in my 
estates, — my house, from an antique lionnan castle, 
heiz^ ohanged to an elegant Greek temple, or palaoe — 
my gardmis and iroods losiBg their rvMb appeatanoe to 
be adapted to' &e most genteel Fieiieh style — my eUld 
growing up at his mother^s knees, and my influence in 
the country increasing, — it must not be imagined that 
I stayed in Devonshire all this while, and that I neglected 
to make visits to London, and my yapoos estates in Eng- 
land and Ireland. 

I imA to reside at ibe Treeothiek estate, and iiie 
Pohrdlon wheel, whei« I fbvmd, instead of fcofit, every 

kind of pettifogging chicaner}^; I passed over in state to 
our territories in Ireland, where I entertained the gentiy 
in a style the lord-Heut^naat himself could not e^ual^ 
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§K?e the fashion to Dublin (to be sure it was a bcp^gorly, 
■ayage city in those days, and, eince the time there has 
fem ft pother about tha Union, and tbe misfdrtimes at- 
iendxBg itp I baHp<a been at a loia to aoeonnt for tho mni 
praises of Hbe old oidor of things, which ihfi ftnd Iriah 
patriots hu\'e inveuted), I say I set tlie fashion to Dublin, 
and' small praise to me, for a poor place it was in those 
times, whateYec the Iiisli party may say. 

In a fonxMT ofaaptor I ha^ giyea joa a desoiiptiaiL 
of ii It ma the Wanmr of our part of the world; 
fbm waa a spLsiidid, rained, balfroiviliaed nobility, rnlxng 
over a half-sayage population. I say half-savage advisedly. 
The commonalty in the sti'eets were ^vild, unshorn, and 
in rags. The most public places were not safe after night- 
iall. The Coik^, tho public buildings, and the great 
gentxy's houses, were splendid (the latter unfinished for 
ttuB jpoat psrt); bnt the peo]^ weve in a state more 
wxetohad Hian any vulgar I lum ever known; the ex»r- 
OMe of their religion was only half- allowed to fhem; 
their clei^ were forced to be educated out of the coun- 
try; their aristocracy was quite distinct from them; there 
was a Protestant nohUity, and in the towns, poor, inso^ 
lent Ptotestant oorporations, with a hankrapt retinue of 
raayon^ aldennen, and nninidipal offieem, all of -wbsm 
figorad in addresses, and had the publio voice in the 
country; but there was no sympathy and connection be- 
tween the upper and the lower people of the Irish. To 
one who had been bred so much abroad as myself, this 
difference between CaUiolio and Protestant waa doubly 
striking; and tboof^ as &m as a rook in njr pmt fiiith, 
yet I ooidd niot hdp lemambering my gratodftthar held 
ft diflisFeint one, and wenderi^ tiiat ^eie shoold be snoh 
a political difl'ereixce between the two. I passed among 
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my mig^bofim for a dangmua kveU«r, for entertainiiig 
aad ezpraring sneh opinhmsy and eflpaoaally 1^ addog ' 
Die priest ef the parish to my table at Castle Lyndon. 

He "was a gentleman, educated at Salamanca, and, to my 
mind, a far better bred and more ag:i'eeal)lc companion 
than his comrade the rector, who had but a dozen Pro- 
testants for his congregation, who was a lord's son, to be 
sore, but he eonld Imidly q^ll^ and the gfeat field o£ 
Us Iflboom WBB m Hie keonel and codkpit. 

I did not extexid and beautify the hease of Oasfle 
Lyndon as I had done our other estates, but contented 
myself with paying an occasional -v^sit there, exercising 
aji almost royal hospitality, and keeping open house du- 
rii^ my stay. When absent, I gave to my aunt, the 
widow Kady, and her six maumed don^tsra (although 
tiiey always detested me), permission to inhaMt ^ pkioe^ 
my mother prefe rr i ng my new mansion of Barryogue. 

And as my Lord Bullingdon was by this time gro^vn 
» excessively tall and troublesome, I detcnnined to leave 
him under the care of a proper governor in Ireland, with 
HiB. Brady and her six daughters to take care of him; 
and he was weloome to ML in love wM& all the <dd 
ladies if he were so minded, and iliereby imitate Ids 

6tcp-father*s example. "When tired of Castle Lyndon, his 
lordship was at liberty to go and reside at my house 
with my manmia; but there was no love lost between 
him and her, and, on account of my son Bryan, I think 
dfes hated him as cordially as ever I mj$^ could poe* 
■Uy do. 

'Bk& ooonty of Dsffon is not so hieiry as tite nei^ 

bonring count}' of Cornwall, and has not the share of 
representatives which the latter possesses; where I have 
known a moderate countcy gentleman, with a few sco^e 
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«f liQiidiedi per ammm ftm his estate^ treble hia intyme 
by i«liiiimig tbree fiyor aenbets to padimsnt^ and 
by the inflnenee with ministm whieh these 0e«te gfm 

him. The parliameutaiy interest of the house of Ljudon 
had been grossly neglected during my wife's minority, 
and the incapacity of the earl her father; or, to speaJk 
wm eorrectly, it had been snra^led away from the 
J^nBm itsmjlj altogether by the adrat old hypoonte «£ 
TiptcdF OaaOe, 1^ aeted as laoit kinameA and gnariiaDS 
do by flieir wards and relatives, and robbed them. The 
Marquess of Tiptoff returned four members to parliament; 
two for the borough of Tippleton, which, as all the world 
knows, lies at the foot of our estate of Hackton, bounded 
on the other side by Tiptoff Park. Ftn: time out of mind 
we bad sent memben fixr that bgrongh, until Tiptof^ 
taking adTsntage of the late lord's imbeoility, put in Ida 
own nominees. When his eldest son became of age, of 
course my lord was to take his seat for Tippleton; when 
Eicrby (Nabob Eigby, who made his fortune under Clive 
in India) died, t^e marquess thought fit to bring down 
Ilia second son, my Latd George P<^magi» to whom I 
Iotb iatrodueed the reader in a ftnner ohaptnry and de^ 
temanedy in Ins higli mightiness, ibat he, too, shoiild go 
on and swell the ranks of the opposition — ^ flue big old 
Whigs, with whom the marquess acted. 

Eigby had been for some time in an ailing condition 
preyious to his demise, and you may be sure that the 
cimimslance of his fuiliqg health had not been passed 
o?er by the gentry of flie ooonty, who were standi goyenh* 
meaat men ftr tiie most part, and hated my Lord Tiptoff's 
principles as dangerous and ruinous. ''We have been 
looking out for a man to fight against him," said the 
squires to me; ''we oan only matoh Xiptoff out ofJttaokton 
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Oastle. You, Mr. Lyndon, are our man, and at tlie next 
county election we will swear to bring you in." 

I hatod the Tiptoffs so, that I w<Nlld haye fought 
tinem at any daotioa. Tbt^ vxA oaif would wnb yimi at 
Haokton, but deeUned to feoem thoae who viailied ns; 
they kept the women of the county from leeeiymg my 
wife; they invented half the wild stories of my proflip:acy 
and extravagtUice with which the neighbourhood was enter- 
iained; they aaid I had fdght^od my wife into marriage^ 
and that ahe wbb a loat woman; fliegr hinted that BuUing- 
don'fl life waa not feome under mj roof, that hia treat- 
ment iraa odioiuiy and that I waated to |iat bim ant 
of the way to make |daee for Bryan my son. I could 
scarce have a friend to Ilackton, but they counted the 
bottles drunk at my table. They ferreted out ray dealini^s 
with my lawyers and agents. If a creditor was unpaid, 
awry item of hia bill waa known at Tiptoff Hall; if I 
lodged at a ftmer'a iix^gixtm, it waa aaid I had niniBd 
her. Mj ftnilta are many, I eenfoai, and, aa a domaalio 
character, I can't boast of any particular regularity, or 
temper; but Lady Lyndon and I did not quarrel more 
than fashionable people do, and, at tirst, we always used 
to make it up pretty well. I am a man fall of errors, 
eectainly; but not tlw devil that theae odiena baokhitmri 
at Tiptoff repreaented me to be. Por the ftnt three jmn 
I never strack my wife but when I was in liquor. Wlien 
I flung the carving-knife at Bullingdon I was drunk, as 
every body present can testify; but as for having any 
ayatematic scheme againat the poor lad, I can declare 
lolamnly that, beyond merdy hating him (and one's in- 
eUnatkma are not in one'a power)i I am guilty, of no eril 
tewarda hhn. 

I had sufficient motives, then, for enmity against the 
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Tiptoffis, and am not a man to let a feeling of that kind 
lie inactive. Though a "Whig, or, perhaps, because a 
-Whig, the marquess was one of the haughtiest men 
bieftlAiiiigy and treated oommtmm m his idcly the great 
earl, need to treat them — after he oarne td a oon^et 
hiniiNtf ~ as eo many low Tassals, who ntight he pmA 
to lick his shoe-buckle. AVhcn the Tippleton mayor and 
cor])or;ition waited upon him, hv revcivcHl them covered, 
never ottered Mr. Mayor a chair, but retired when the 
le&eshments were brought, or had them served to the 
wonhipM aldeimea in the steward^ room. These honeet 
Bdtons ne^er leheUed against saeh treateent, imtil in- 
straoted to do so by my patriotisnL 'No, tiie dogs Hked 
to be bullied, and, in the course of a long experience, 
I have met with but very few Englishmen who are not 
of their way of thinking. 

It was not until I opened their eyes that they knew 
<ii0ir degradation. I invited the mayor to Hadcton, and 
lbs. Mayoress (a T«iy busnmi, pretty groeeress she was, 
hy ttie way) I made sit by my wife, and drove them 
both out to the races in mv curricle. Ladv Lvndon 

«/ V ft' 

fought very hard against this condescension, hut I had a 
way with her, as the saying is, and though she had a 
temper, yet I had a better one. A temper, psha! A wild 
eat has a temper^ but a keeper oan get the better of Hb^ 
and I know yepy ttrw women in (lie woild whom I eoaU 
not master. 

Well, I made much of the mayor and corporation, 
sent them bucks for their dinners, or asked them to mine, 
made a point of attending their assemblies, dancing with 
their wivei and dang^teis, gomg ttmragh, in tkatt^ all 
the actsB of politeness whidh are neoessary in woA ooe»- 
abns; and though dd T^ptoff amst'have sosr my goings 
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yetimhmA wia m tawh in the olouclfi^ that he never 

once condescended to imagine his dynasty could be over- 
thrown in his own town of Tipple ton, and issued his 
mandates as securely aa if he had beea the Grand Tur]^ 
and the Tipptetoniaaii no better tfaaa so amj dayee 
oihis iralL 

Erery po«fc 'wbush licoiight ns any aeooiint of Bigby's 
increasing iUness, was the sure occasion of a dinner from 
me; so much so, that my friends of the hunt used to 
laugh, and say, '^Eigby'a worse; there's a corpoiatiQa 
dinner at Hack ton." , 

It ^as in 1776, wbea the Amafinm war heclkt onl^ 
tbflt I wsae into pariiameni My Lord (JbB&Bm, whoee 
wiedom his party in those days iised to oall snper-lniniaB, 
raised his oracular \ oicc in the House of Peers agaiiibt 
the American contest; and my countryman, ^Fr. Burke, » 
a great philosopher, but a plaguey long-winded orator, 
-was the champion of the rebels in the Commonay where^ 
homrer, thaaka to Batidi patn0ftunn» he eould got tkj 
few to liaok him. Odd TipbaS -woold hem swrnm black • 
was white, if the great earl had bidden him, and he 
made his son give up his commission in the Guards, in 
imitation of my Lord Pitt, who resigned liis ensigncy 
rather than %ht against what he oalied hia Ameiioaa 
brethren. 

Bat this was a heigbt of patriotism exfacemefy little 
lelished in England, where^ e^er since tiie bvsaldng out 

of hostilities, our people hated the Americans heartily, 
and where, when we heard of the fight of Lexington, 
1 and the glorious victory of Bunker's Hill (as we used to 
I call it in those da^s), the nation flashed out in its usual 
hot-headed anger. The talk was aU a^unst the philo-^ 
sopheni after ^wJk, and the people most indomitably loyaL 
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It was not until the land-tax was increased, that the 
gentry began to <]:nimhle a little, but still my party in 
HbB west was very strong against the Tiptofb, and I de- 
tnmined to take .the field and win at umL 

ThB old maiqueii MC^eetod ewy <me «t ictiB debeut 
preoaatioiifl whidi ore leqniaite m a parliameiitflary eaai* 
paign. He flignified to the corporation dnd fireeholders 
his intention of ]>resenting his son, Lord George, and his 
desire that the latter should be elected their burgess; but 
he scarcely gave so much as a glass of beer to whet the 
dBTo4ediie«8 of Ida adheraila» and I, aa I med not aaj, 
tngagaJ emj tavern in Tippleton in wsj behalfL 

Tfaeie IB no need to go o?eir the t«reiiiy4i]nea4old 
tale of an election. I rescued the borough of Tippleton 
from tlie hands of Lord Tiptoff and his son, Lord George. 
I had a savage sort of satisfaction, too, in forcing my 
irife, who had been at one time exceedingly smitten by 
hut IriiHuan, as I haye abeady idated, to take pact 
againat him, and to wear and distribute my ooloam whesa 
* the day ef election oame. And when we spoke at one 
anotiier, I told the crowd tliat I had beaten Lord Geoi^e 
in love, that I had beaten him in war, and that I would . 
beat him in parliament; and so I did, as the event proved: 
for, to the inexproiriMo anger of the old marquess, Barry, 
Lyndon, Esqfvize, was returned member of parliameiit Ibr 
Tippleton, iin plaee ot John Bigby, Esquire, deoeased; 
and I threatened him at the next election to turn him 
out of both his seats, and went to attend my duties in 
parliament. 

It was then I serionsly determined oil achieving for 
nyMlf the Udi peerage, to be enj<99d afler me by my 
beloved son and hen* 
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. CHAPTER XVm. 

In whiob My Good Fortnae bogtiif to WaTor* 

Ajtd now, if any people riMrald be duposed to think 
my history immonl (for I lum head some aaeevt that I ^ 
-WM ft maa who never desemd ttiot so mneh prosperity 
should fall to my share), I will beg those cavillers to do 
me the favour to read the conclusion of my adventures, 
when they will see it was no such great prize that I had 
won, and that wealth, splendour, thirty thonaand per 
Bnnttm, and a aeat in paiUaaient, are often pcmhawnd at 
too dear a rate^ when one has to hay time enjoynienti 
at Ihe piiee of personal liberty, and saddled with the 
charge of a troublesome wife. 

They are the deuce, these troublesome "slaves, and 
that is the truth, l^o man knows until he tnes how 
wearisome and disheartening the hortfaen of one of them 
is, and how the annoyanoe grows and shmngthens &om 
year to year, and the ooon^e weaiker to hear it; so fbe^ 
that trouble which seemed light and trivial the first 
year, becomes intolerable ten years after. I have heard 
of one of the classical fellows in the dictionary who 
began by carrying a calf up a hill every day, and so 
eontinned until the animal grew to be a bull, which he 
still easily accommodated upon his dioulden; hut talss 
my word it, young unmmied gentibBmen, a wUb is a 
very much harder pack to the back than the biggest 
heifer in Bmithfield; and, if I can prevent one of you 
from marrying, the Memoirs of Baiiy Lyndon, Esq., will 
not be written in vain* Not that my lady was a seold or 
a shrew, as some wives are; I could have managed to 
have eoced htr of that; bub aba iras oC a wwnxSkff 
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crying, melanclioly, maudlin temper, wliieh is to me still 
more odious; and, do wliat one would to please her, 
would never be happy or in good humour. I left her 
alone after a while ^ and because, as was natural in my 
OBie, wbate a disagreeabikB home obliged me to eeek 
amiuBmeiit and oompmioiu abroad^ the added a mean, 
deisatable jealousy to all' her other fbolts; and I eoold 
not for some time pay the commonest attention to any 
other woman, but my Lady Lyndon must weep, and 
wring lier hands, and threaten to commit suicide, and I 
know not what. . 

Hot death would have been m> oom£ort to me, .as X 
kave aaj poeean of cammon pmdcaiee to hnagnie} te 
that -seonndrel of a yonn^ Bullingdon (who waa now 
growing up a tall, gawky, swartliy lad, and about to 
become my greatest plague and annoyance) would have 
inherited every penny of the property, and I ahould 
have been left considerably pooser even tiian when I * 
named the widows for I flpeiit my penKmal fiirtose as 
wdl as the ladys ineome in the keeping up of our tank, 
and was adways too much a man of honour and spirit 
to sa^ e a penny of Lady Lyndon^s income. Let this be 
ilung in the teeth of my detractors, who say I never 
could haye so injured the Lyndon, property had I not 
been nuddng a priyate prmne for myself, and who believe 
tfaoi^ even in my pnesent painM flitiutioni I harre hoorda 
«f gold laid hf somewhere, and oonld come oat as a 
Orcesns when I choose. I never raised a sliilling upon 
Lady Lpidon's property but I spent it like a man of 
honour; besides incurring numberless personal obligations 
for money, which all went to the common stools In- 
dependent of tiM Lyndon moctgages and ineumbmees, I 
owe xprvHelf aSfc least ooa b^ ^iMM ^ ahiI twontv flnmiifiiiJ 
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potmds, wliich I spent while iii occupancy of my -wife^s 
estate: so that I may justly say that property is in- 
debted to me in the abovementioned sum. 

Although I haT9 desoiibed the utter dinguit and die- 
taste wUqIi speedily took po on e eo ion of faceael at 
legaided Lady Lyndon; a&d altiiough I took no parti' 
cular pains (tor I am all frankness and aboveboard) to 
dis^^juise my fcelint^s in ^^cneral, yet she Avas of such a 
mean spiiit, that she pursued me with her regard in 
spite of my indiiferenee to her, and woold kindle up at 
tba raalleit kind word I spoke to her. The ftot i% 
between my zeapeoted reader and myself, that I was one 
of the handsomest and most dashing young men of Eng- 
land in those days, and my wife was violently in love 
w^ith me; and though I say it who shouldn't, as the 
phrase goes, my wife was not the only woman of rank 
in London who had a fSavonrable opinion of tha hnmble 
Jxieh adTentnrer. What a riddle tiiese women are, I 
have often ihoughtl I harre seen the meal elegant 
creatures at 8t. James's grow^ wild for love of the 
coarsest and most vulgar of men; the cleverest women 
passionately admire the most illiterate of our sex, and so 
on* There is no end to the contrariety in the foolish 
creatnrfts; and thoo^ I don't mean to hint that / an 
vul^ or ilUtesate, as the persoiui mentioned ahove ([ 
would eat the throat of any man who dared to whisper 
a word against my l)ii-th or my breeding), yet I have 
shown that Lady Lyndon had plenty of reason to dislike 
me if she chose; but, like the rest of her silly sex, she 
was governed by infatuation, not reason; and, up to the 
¥Bry laat day of ew being togatfaery would be Meoneiled 
to me, and fbaodle me, if I addmsed her a single kind 
word. 
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*'Ali/' she would say, in these moments of tenderness, 
^'Ahy Redmond^ if you would always be sol'' And in 
iiiese fits of loye she was the most emf ereature in the 
irorid tD be pecBoaded, and would have flignad away her 
whole property, had it been pomble. And, I mnat eon* 
IteBB, it was with very little attention on ray part that I 
could bring her into good humour. To walk with her 
on the Mall, or at Rimelagh, to attend her to church at 
Si Jamea'fl, to purchase any little present or trinket £oc 
her, was enooglL to ooaz her. Buok is female ineon^ 
sisteney! The nert day die would be oalling me ''Mr. 
Barry,'' proMbly, and be bemoaning her miseraUe fikte 
that she ever should have been united to such a monster. 
So it was she was pleased to call one of the most 
brilliant men in his majesty's three kingdoms; aud I 
warrant me Uktr ladies had a mooh more iiattaring 
• epunen of me* 

Then she would Uueeaten to leave me; but I had a 
hold of her in the person of her son, of whom she was 
passionately fond, I don't know why, for she had always 
neglected BuUingdon her elder, and never bestowed 
a thought upon his healthy his weifiore, or his education* 

It was our young boy, then, who formed the great 
bond of union b^ween me and her ladyship; and tiieee 
was no plan of ambition I ooald propose hi which she 
would not join for the poor lad's behoof, and no expense 
she would not eagerly incur, if it might by any means 
be shown to tend to his advancement. I can tell you, 
iHibes were administered, and in high places. too, — so 
near ihe royal pensn of his nu^esfy, that yon would be 
astKMished were I to jnentim what great peraon^ges con- 
descended to xeeeire oar loans. I got fhom the English 
and Irish heialds a du£)cription and deUoled pedigree of 
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the Barony of Barrj'ogue, and claimed respectfoll}^ to be 
reinstated in my ancestral titles, and also to bo rewarded 
with the Yiscounty of Ballybarry. **This head would 
become a ooroneV' t^J would sometunei say, in her 
fimd momentBy smootiiing down my bair; and, indeedy 
tiieie is many a puny whipster in theiir lordships' bouse 
who has neither my presence nor my courage, my pe- 
digree, nor any of my merits. 

The striving after this peerage I consider to have 
been one of the most unlucky of all my unlucky dealings 
at this period. I made unheaid of saerifices to biing it 
aboat I laTished numey bare and diamonds tiim* 
I bonght lands at ten times their Talue; purchased 
pictures and articles of vertu at ruinous prices. I gave 
repeated cntertainineiits to those friends to my claims 
who, being about the royal person, were likely to advance 
it. I lost many a hei to the royal dukes, his majesty's 
brothers; bat let these matters be forgotten, and, because 
of my prirate injuries, let me not be deficient in loyalty* 
to my sovereign. 

The only person in this transaction whom I shall 
mention openly, is that old scamp and swindler Gllsta^Tls 
Adolphus, thirteenth Earl of Crabs. This nobleman was 
one of the gentlemen of bis majesty's closet, and one 
with whom the revered monarch was on terms of con- 
sideroble intimacy. A close regard bad sprung up be- 
tween them in the old king's time; when liis royal 
highness, playing at battledore and shuttlecock with the 
young lord on the landingplace of tJie great staircase at 
Kew, in some moment of irritation, the Prince of Wales 
kidced the yonng eaii down stairs, who, MLing, broke 
bis leg. The prince's hearty repentance fbr bis violence 
cansed him to ally himsejf closely with the person whom 

^Thackeray, Miscellanies, VL 22 
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be had iiqiired; and when hk majeriy came to fhe 

throne there was no man, it is said, of whom the Earl 
of Bute was so jealous as of my Lord Crabs. The 
latter was x)oor and extravagant, and liute got liim out 
of the way, by sending him on the Eussian and other 
embassiea; hat m this £Ayoiizite'6r dismissal Crabs aped 
hack from the Contmenti and was appointed abnoat imr 
mediately to a place ahoat hia majesty's peison. 

It was with this disreputable nobleman that I con- 
tracted an nnlucky intunaoj, when, freah and nnsospect- 
in^ I first establkhed mysetf in town, after my marriage 

■with Lady Lyndon: and, as Crabs was really one of ttie 
most entertaining fellows in the world, I took a sincere 
pleasure in his company; besides the interested desire I 
had in cultiyating the society of a man who was so near 
the person of the highest personage in the realm. 

To hear the fellow, you would fancy that there was 
scarce any appointment made in which he had not 
a share. He told me, for instance, of Charles Fox being 
tamed out of his place a day before poor Charley himself 
was aware of tiie fact He told me when the Howes 
were coming back from America, and who was to succeed 
to the command there. ^N'ot to multiply instances, it 
was upon this person that I fixed my chief reliance for 
the advancement of my claim to the Barony of Banyogue, 
and the Yisconnly which I proposed to get. 

One of the main causes of expense which this 
ambition of mine entailed upon me was the fitting out 
and arming a company of infantry from the Ciustle liyndon 
and Hackton estates, in Ireland, which I offered to my 
ffouAm sovondgn for the campaign against American 
xebela. These troops, superbly equipped and dothedi 
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ambadDsd «t F<niiiiioiiiii in the year 1776; and ihB 
patfkitisni of flie genHeman irho bad teiaei Hiem was 

BO acceptable at court, that, on being presented by my 
Lord North, his majesty condescended to notice me 
particujiarly, and said, "That's right, Mr. Lyndon, raise 
anoQiflr company, and ga with them tool" But this was 
by no aeansy m the reader may fnppofle, to my notiom. 
A man -with flmiy thonaand poonds per annnm ia a fool 
to risk his life like a common beggar; and on this 
account I have always admired the conduct of my friend 
Jack Bolter, who had been a most active and resolute 
comet of horse, and, as such, engaged in every scrape 
and skirmifih which could Mi io hia lot; but just before 
ibe battle of Minden he received news that his miol% 
the great army contractor, was dead, and had left him 
^ five tliousand per annum. Jack that instant applied for 
leave; and, as it was refusecl him on the eye of a general 
action^ my gentleman took it, and never tired a piaipl 
again, except againat an officer who queationed Iiis courage, 
and whom he winged in such a cool and determined 
nianner, aa ahowed all the world that it was fbom 
prudence, and a desire of enjoying his money, not from 
cowardice, that he quitted the profession of arms. 

When this Hackton company was raised, my stepson, 
who was now sixteen years of age, waa most eager to be 
aOowed to join it, and I would haye gladly consented 
to hare be^ xid of the young man; hot his guardian. 
Lord Tipti^, who thwarted me in everything, refused 
his permission, and the lad's military inclinations were 
balked. If he could have gone on the expedition, and 
a rebel rifle had put an end to him, I believe, to tell 
the truth, I should not have been grieved over mueh, 
and I abould have had the pleasure of aecing my other 
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iim fii6 hfiir to 1b« eM^e wUoh his fbOitt 

■0 much paiiiB. 

The education of this young nobleman had been, 
I confess, some of the loosest; and perhaps the truth 
is, I did neglect the brat He was of so wild, savage, 
tni insabordiBate a nature, that I never had the least 
V6gaid for Um; and beiore me and his mother, at leasl, 
was BO moody and dnll, iiiat I thought ifistrucUou fioown 
away upon him, and left him for the most part to shift • 
for himself. For two whole years he remained in Iieland, 
away from us; and when in England, we kept him mainly 
at Hackton, never canng to have the uncouth, ungainly 
lad in the genteel company in the capital in which we 
natmcally zaingled. My own poor boy, on the contzaiy, 
was the most polite and engaging child ever seen; it was 
a pleasure to treat him with kindness and distinction; 
and before he was five years old, the little fellow was 
the pink of fashion, beauty, and good breeding. 

In fact, he could not have been otherwise, with 
file eaie both his parents bestowed upon him, and the 
attcntiops that were lavished upon fa^ in srvery way. 
When he was four years old, I qnarrelled wiih the 
English nurse who had attended upon him, and about 
whom my wife had been so jealous, and procured for 
him a Erench gouvemante^ who had lived with familitfi^ 
of the first quality in Paris, and who, of course, must 
set my Lady Lyndon jealous too. Under &e oare of ihia 
ymmg woman my li14ie rogue learned to chatter Ersnoh 
most charmingly. It would have done your heart good 
to hear the dear rascal swear Mort de ma vie! and to 
see him stamp. his little foot, and send the manam 
and cancdUe of the domestics to the.tr^iUs mUU diabUsm 
He was preooeioDS in all flnigs: at a Toy eariy lie 
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would mimic everybody; at five, he would sit at table^ 
and diink his glass of champagne witli the best of us; 
and his nurse would teach him little french catchei^ 
flood the last IPaxisiflii scmgs of Yad^ and OoUaid^ 

pretty songs they were too; and would make such of 
his hearers as understood French Inii-st with laughing, 
and, I promise you, scandalise some of the old dowa(];crs 
who were admitted into the society of his mamma; not 
that there were many of them^ for I did not eneotcrage 
the -viflitB of whaA yon call respectable people to Lady 
Lyndon. They are sad spoilers of sport, — tale-beai««8, 
en^dous, narrow-minded people; making mischief between 
man and wife. AVhenevcr any of these grave personages 
in hoops and high liec ls used to make their appearance 
at Hackton,*or in Berkeley Square, it was my chief 
pleasqxe to £cighten them off; and I would make my little 
Bryan donee^ sing, and play the ^abie d quaire^ and aid 
Idm myself so as to scare the old frumps. 

I never shall forget the solemn remonstrances of our 
old square-toes of a rector at Hackton, who made one or 
two yain attempts to teach little Bryan Latin, and with 
whose innumerable children I sometimes allowed the boy 
to associate. They learned some of Bryan's French 
songs from him^ which their mother, a poor soul who 
understood pickles and custards much better than French, 
used fondly to encourage them in singing; but which 
their father one day hearing, he sent Miss Sarah to her 
bed-room and bread and wat^ for a week, and solemnly 
horsed Master Jacob in the presence of ail his brothers 
and sisters, and of Bryan, to whom he hoped that 
flogging would act as a waniing. But my little rogue 
kicked and plunged at the old parson's sliins until 
he wa3 obliged to get his sexton to hold him dowHi and 
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swore, corhlru, movhleu^ ventvehleu^ tliat his young friend 
Jacob Bhould not be maltreated. After thifl scene, his 
xevenence &rbade Bryan the rectory-house; on which 
I 8Wore flmt YoA eldest son, who was bringing up fisar 
the ministry, should never haye the aacoenioa <tf iiie 
living of Hackton, which I had thoughts of bestowing 
on him; and his fatlier said, with a canting hypocritical 
air^ which I hate, that Heaven's will must be done; that 
he would not have his childxen disobedient or corrupted 
fiv 12ie sake of a bishopric: and wrote me a pompous and 
solemn letter, charged with Latin quotations, taking 
&rewell of me and my house. **I do so with regret,'* 
added the old gentleman, "for I have received so many 
kindnesses from the Hackton family that it goes to my 
heart to be disunited irom them. -My poor, I fear, may 
suffer in consequenee of my separation fixAn yon, and 
my being heneetowaxd nnaUa to faring to your notice 
instances of disdess and affliction, wldch, when they 
were known to you, I will do you the justice to say, 
your generosity was always prompt to relieve." 

There may have been some truth in this, for the old 
gentleman was perpetually pestering me with petitions, 
and I know finr a certainty, ^mn his-own charities, was 
often withont a shilling in his pocket; bat I* suspect 
the good dinners at Haekton had a oonsiderahle shwe 
in causing his regrets at the dissolution of our intimacy, 
and I know that his wife was quite sony to forego the 
acquaintance of Bryan's gouvemante, Mademoiselle Louison, 
who had all the newest French fashions at her fingers' 
endi^ and who neyer went to the Beotory but yon would 
see the girls of the fionily torn out in new sacks or 
mantles the Sunday after. 

I used to puniiah the old rebel by snoring very loud 
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in my pew en Sondajni daring smiioiL'4iiii6; and I got 

a governor presently for Bryan, and a chaplain of my 
own, when he became of age sufficient to be separated 
from the women's society and guardianship. His Enp:lish 
muse I married to my h0ad-^;ardener, with a handsomd 
portion; his Erench gouvemanU I beetowed upon my 
fudifiil Gcmiaii Erito, not fbrgetting fhe dowry in tlie 
letter instanoe, and they set up a French dining-hoose 
in Boho, and I believe at tlie time I write they are 
richer in the world's goods than their generous and 
free-handed master. 

for Bryan I now got a young gentleman from Oxford, 
the Ber. iEdmnnd LarendOTy wbo was oomnuflskined to 
teaoh him Latin when the boy was in the humoor, and 
to ground him in history, grammar, and the other 
qualifications of a gentleman. Lavender was a precious 
addition to our society at Hackton. He was the means 
of making a deal of fiin there. He was the butt of all 
oar jokes, and bore tSiem witii the most admizable and 
masiyr-like patahsnoe. He was one of ttiat sort of Wfia 
who would ralher be kicked by a great man than not to 
be noticed by him; and I have often put his wig into 
the fire in the face of the company, and he would laugh 
at the joke as well as any man there. It was a delight 
to put him on a high-mettled horse, and send him after 
the hounds^— pale, sweating, calling on us^ for HieaTen^a 
sake, to stop, and holding on for the- dear life by fhe 
mane and the crupper. How ft happened fittt the feOow 
was never killed 1 know not , but I suppose hanging is 
the way in wliich his neck will be broke. He never met 
with any accident, to speak of, in our hunting-matches; 
but you were pretfy sure to find him at dinner in his 
plaee at the botlom of the table makiBg fte poncth^ 
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wlience hB wottld be cacried q& fuddled to bed before the 
night was over. Many a time hsTe Br^ an and I painted 
his &oe bbnk an thoie oecagions> We pot bin iisU> 
-a baimted room, and lightened his ml out of his body 
with ghosts; we let loose cargoes of rats upon his bed; 
we cried fire, and filled his boots with water; we cut the 
legs of his preaching-chair, and filled his sermonbook 
with mvdS* Poor Lavender bore it all with patienct; 
tod at our parties/ or when we came to London* was 
amply repaid by being allowed to sit with the gentle- 
folks, and to fkncy himself' in the society ot men of 
fashion. It was good to hear the contempt with which 
he talked about our rector. "He has a son, sir, who 
is a servitor, and a servitor at a small coUege," he 
would say, "How could you, my dear m, ^tibonk of 
giTing the rererskm of .Hackton to sinh a lowbred 
matnre?'^ 

I should now speak of my other son, at least my 
Lady Lyndon's, I mean the Yiscount Bullingdon. I kept 
fciim in Ireland for some yeai-s, under the guardianship 
di my mother, whom I had installed at Castle Lyndon; 
and graat| I promise yoa, was her state in that ooeopar 
ikaxp and prodigioos ilie good soul's splendour and 
haughty bearing. With aU her oddities the Castle 
Lyndon estate was the best managed of all our posses- 
sions; tlie rents were excellently paid, the charges of 
getting them in smaller than they would have been, 
under the management of any steward. It was ast^mish- 
' lag what small expenses the good widow incurred, al- 
though she Icept up the dignity of the two ihmilies, aa 
she would say. 8he had a set of domesties to attend 
upon the young lord; sbe never went out herself but in 
an old gilt coach and six^ the house was kept oleaa^ 
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«id ti^it; file fanuknee aid gudms in the bMl repair; 
end, in our oooasional risits to Irelend, we never ^nd 

any house we visited in such, good coiulitioii as our own. 
There were a score of ready serving lasses, and half as 
many trim meu about the castle; and everything in as 
fine condition as the best housekeeper oould make it 
AR this sbe ^d with Bcezeely any ohaigee to ng: for tho 
fed dieep ai^ cattle in the parks, and likada a hand- 
some profit of them at Ballinasloe; she supplied I don't 
know how many towns with butter and bacon; and the 
fruit and vegetables from the gardens of Castle Lyndon 
got the highest prices in Dublin market She had no 
waste in the kitohani as there used to be in most of our 
Insh houses; and thm was no consomptimi of liquor in 
the cellars, fbr the old lady drank watw, and saw little 
or no company. All her society was a couple of the 
girls of my ancient tiame, Nora Brady, now Mrs. Quin, 
who with licr husband had spent almost all their pro- 
perty, and who came to see me once in London, looking 
very oLd, &t and slatteculy, with two dirty ehildien at hev 
side. She wept yery moeh when she saw me, called Jna 
"Sir" and "Mr. Lyndon," at which I was not sorry, and 
begged me to help her husband, which 1 did, getting 
him, through my friend. Lord Crabs, a place in the ex- 
cise in Ireland, and paying the passage of his family and 
^ fMflftj f to that country. I found him a diity, cast* 
down, floiydling dnm^ffd; and, kokii^ at poor Nora^ 
oould not bat w<»ider at the days when I had thought 
her a divinity. But if ever I have had a regard for a 
woman, I remain through life her constant friend, and 
oould mention a thousand such instances of my generous 
and faithful disposition. 

Young BnUingdony howeWy im alnaat the only 



Digitized by Google 



S46 VBM lOMxaaB 

penon with wliQin. A/b wag ooneemei that my moflier 

©ould not keep in order. The accounta she sent me of 
him at first were such as gave my paternal heart con- 
siderable pain. He rejected all regularity and authority. 

would absent himself for weeks from the house on 
ip<«tiiig or oliier ezpeditkns* He was when at home 
silent and queer, leforiag to make my mofihei^B game at 
piquet of evenings, hut plunging into all aorta of muaty 
old books, with which he muddled his brains; more at 
ease laughing and chatting with the i)ipers and maids in 
the servants -hall, than with the gentry in tlie drawing- 
room; always cattmg gibes and jokes at Mrs. JBanyy at 
whioh she (irtio was rather a slow w(nnan at rq^urtee) 
would diafe viotaiay; in £BU)t, leading a life of insnb^ 
ordination and soandal. And, to crown all, the young 
scapegrace took to frequenting the society of the 
Romish priest of the parish — a threadbare rogue, from 
some Popish seminary in ^France or Spain — rather than 
the company of the vicar of GastLe Lyndon, a gentleman 
of Trinity, who kepk has honnds aad drank his two 
bottles a^ay. 

Regard for the lad's religion made me not hesitate- 
then how I should act towards him. If I have any 
principle which has guided me through life, it has been 
leq^eot tat the Establishm^t, and a hearty scorn and 
abhorrsaoe of all otiber foims of bdiefl I therefore aant 
my Ireneh body-aorfanty in tiie year 17 — ^ to DabHn 
with a commission to bring the young reprobate ov«r, 
and the report brought to me was that he had passed 
the whole of the last niglit of his stay in Ireland with 
his Popish £dend at the mass-house; that he and my 
mother had a violent qoairel oh the very last day; tha^ 
on tins taabuj, he kissed JUddy and Doqri hor two 
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nieces, who seemed very sorry that he should go; and 
being pressed to go and visit Hie rector, he absohrtely 

refused, saying he was a wicked old Pharisee, inside 
whose doors he would never set his foot. The doctor 
wrote me a letter, warning me against the deplorahle 
errors of this young imp of perditaony as he called him, 
and I ooold see that there was no love lost between, 
them. But it appeared that, if not agreeable to the 
gentry of Ate comitry, young BnlUngddn had a hnge 
popularity among the common people. There was a" 
regular crowd weeping round the gate when his coach 
took its departure. Scores of the ignorant, savage 
wretches ran for miles along by the side of the chariot, 
and some went even so Ikr as to steal sway before his 
departure, and appear at Ihe Pigeon-house at BnbUn io 
bid him a last farewell. It was with considerable diii* 
culty that some of these people could be kept from 
secreting themselves in the vessel, and accompanying 
their young lord to England. 

To do the young scoundrel justice, when he came 
among us, he was a manly, noULe-lodiEing lad, and every- 
&ing in his bearing and appearance betokened the high 
blood from which he came. He was the very portrait 
of some of the dark cavaliers of the Lyndon race, 
whose pictures hung in the gallery at Hackton, where 
the lad was fond of spending the chief part of his time, 
occupied with the musty old books which he took out 
of thie fifarary, and which I hate to see a young man of 
spirit poring over. Always in my company he pre- 
served the most rigid silence, and a haughty, scornful 
demeanour, which was so much the more disagreeable 
because there was nothing in his behaviour I could 
aetnally take hold of to find £Bnilt with^ although Uhi 
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whole conduct was insolent and supercilious to the 
highest degree. His mother was very muoh agitated at 
zeoeiving Um on bb amval; if he felt any audi agita* 
iam he certainly did not ahow it Ha made hxa^ a rery 

low and formal bow when he kissed her l;iand; and, 
when I held ont mine, put both his hands behind his 
back, stared me lull in the face, and bent liis head, say- 
ing, "Mr. Barry L}Tidon, I believe;" turned on his heel, 
and began talking about the state of the weather to his 
motiMT, whom he always styled ^'Your Ladyship.'* She 
iraa an^ at iSboB pert betting, and, when they wm 
alone, rebuked him Bhai'ply for not shaking hands with 
his father. 

"My father, madam?" said he; surely you mistake. 
My father waa the Eight Honourable Sir Charles Tendon. 
/ at leait have not fiofgotton him, if othen ha;v«.'' It ivaa 
a daclawtion of war to me, as I saw at once; iSbumigtx 
I declare I was willing enough to have received the boy 
well on his coming amongst us, and to have lived with 
him on terms of friendliness. But as men serve me I 
serve thenu Who oau blame me for my after-quarrels 
with this young reprobate, or lay npcn my ahoalden the 
e?ili wbUtk afterwacds befeUf Perhapi I lost my 
temper, and my aabeeqnent treatment of him wta hard. 
But it was lie began the quan'el, and not I; and the 
evil- consequences which ensued were entirely of his 
creating. 

As it is best to nip vice in the bud, and for a 
master of a &mily to ezeroiae' hii authority in anofa a 
manoMT as that thm may be no qneation aboot 

I took the earliest opportunity of coming to dose qnartem 
with Master Bullingdon, and the day after his arrival 
among us, upon his refusal to perfonn some duty whidi 
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I m pimM of biU| I had faim con t i yed to Buy study, 
ited thnnlMd aouidly. flub pwwe i o , I mfbss, at 

jBlvt, agitated mc a good deal, for I had never laid a 
whip on a lord before; but I got speedily used to the 
pcactice, and his back and my whip became so well ac- 
quainted, that I warrant time was yery little c^rmon^ 
between ub after a while. 

If I wm to repeat all the instuieea of the insubor- 
dination and bmtal conduct of young Bullingdon, I should 
weary the reader. His perseverance in resistance was, I 
think, even greater than mine in correcting him, for a 
man, be he ever so much resolved to do his duiy aa a 
pazeni, cant be flogging bis <diildieii all day, or liir 
eray ikoH; they ooBunit; and ihon^ I got Ihe oharaioter ' 
of being so oroel a step-iitlher to hiin, I pledge my word 
I spared liiui correction when he merited it many more 
times than I administered it. 1 besides, there were eight - 
clear months in the year when he was quit of sie, donng 
the time of my presence in London at my plaoe in Pap* 
liamant and at the eonit of my soroeeign. 

At Ifaas pedod I made no difflontfy to allow him to 
profit by the Latin and Greek of the old rector, who had 
christened him, and had a considerable influence over 
the wayward lad. After a scene or a quarrel between 
us, it was generally to the reotoiy-house that the young 
febel would fly for leioge and eounsel, and I must own 
ttat the panoa was a pretfy just nmpize between us in 
our disputes. Once he led Ihe boy baek to Uisddnn by v 
the hand, and actually brought him into my presence, 
although he had vowed never to enter the doors in my 
lifetime again, and said, "He had brought his lordship 
to acknowledge his error, and submit to any punishmexit 
I mif^ think pmpev to infliot'' Upon whixdi I eaned 
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him in ihe prntmioe of two or time firienda of mine, 
vi& ynhom I ytm mtting diinkii^ at <he time; and to do 
bim jiutioe, lie bote a pretty aevete pfiiiuslmifiBat without 

wincing or crying in the least. Tliis will show that I was 
not too severe in my ti'eatment upon the lad, as I had 
the authority of the clergyniaiL hims^ foi iuiUctiog the 
oorrectioii which I thought proper.' 

Twice or thnoe, I^raider, Bcye&'a goranor, at- 
tempted to punish my Lord BalUii^don; bixt I fmoim 
you the rogue was too strong for Jdm^ and leirelled ilht 
Oxford man to the ground with a chair, greatly to the 
delight of little l^ryan, who cried out "Bravo, Bully! 
thiuup him, thump him!" And Bully certainly did, to 
the goronoc^fi heart's content, who never attempted pep- 
aonal fihawtiaewieTit afterwarda, but oontanted hiniaelf hy 
bringing the tales of hk locddiiip'a saiadoings to Bie» Ml 
natural protector and guardian. 

With the child Bullingdon was, strange to say, pretty 
tractable. He took a liking for the little fellow, — as, 
indeed, everybody who saw that darling boy did, — liked 
him the morey be said, because he was ^'ludf a JLyiMicw." 
And well he might like him, for many a time, at the 
dear angeFs intercession of "Papa, don't flog Bully to- 
day!" I have held my hand, and saved him a horsings 
which he richly deserved. 

With his nu)ther, at ^rst, he would sc^jccely deign to 
have any communication. He said she was no longer 
<me of the femuly* Why should he love her, as she bad 
neveir been a mother to him? But it will give Ihe reader 
an idea of the dogged obstinacy and surliness of the lad's 
character, when I mention one trait regarding him. It 
has been made a matter of complaint against me, that I 
denied him the education bel^tting a gentiemao, and 
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ttmr Mnk bim to eolkge oar to adbool; but the fSEiet ii^ 
it wa» of hia own ohoiee that be went to ntither. He 

had the offer repeatedly from me (who wished to §ee as 
little of liis impudence as possible), but lie as repeatedly 
declined, and, for a long time, I could not make out 
what waa the chann whicb Jcept him in a honae where 
be must have been &r fam oomf<»rtable. 

It oame out, boweyer, at last There used to be 
▼ery frequent disputes betwe^ my Lady Lyndon and 
myself, in which sometimes she was wrong, sometimes 
I was; and whiih, as neither of us had very angelical 
tempers, used to run very high. I was often in liquor; 
and when in that oondition, what genUemaa ia mister 
of himself? Perhaps I did^ in this stato, use my ladj 
rather roughly, fling a glass or two at her, and call hie 
by a few names that were not complimcutury. I may 
have threatened her life (which it was obviously my 
interest not to take), and have lightened her, in a word, 
oonsiderably. 

After one of these disputes, in which she ran screame 
ing through the galleries, and I, as tipsy as a lord, came 

staggering after, it appears Bullingdon was attracted out 
of his room by the noise; as I came up with her, the 
audacious rascal tripped up my heels, which were not 
Tory steady, and, catching his iainting mother in his 
anns, took her into his own room, where he, upon her 
entreaty, swore he would nerer leaye the house as long 
as she eonturaed united with me. I knew noibing of ibe 
vow, or indeed of the tipsy fiolio which was the occasion 
of it; I was taken up "glorious," as tlie phrase is, by 
my servants, and put to bed, and, in the morning, had 
DO more recollection of what had occurred any more than 
of what hafffm&i when I was a baby at the breast. 
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Lady Lyndon told ma 6t fte dmimslBiioe jms aftar; 

and I mention it here, as it enables me to plea-d honour- 
ably "not guilty" to one of the absurd charges of cruelty 
trumped up against me with respect to my step-son. Let 
my detractors apologise, if they daie, for the conduct of 
a giaoekaB ruffian who ti^ mp the heels of his own 
tuial gnaxdian and atep-Aidier after dinner. 

TUs circumBlanoe aemd to mote mother and son 
for a little, but their characters were too different. I 
believe she was too fond of mo ever to allow him to be 
sincerely reconciled to her. As he grew up to be a man, 
his hatred towards me assumed an intensity quite wicked 
to liunk of (and whioh I pnmiise yon I itotumed with 
interest); said it was at the age of sbcteen, I think, fhat 
the impudent young hang-dog, on my return from par- 
liament one summer, and on niy proposing to cone him 
as usual, gave me to understand that he would submit 
to no farther chastisement from me, and said, grinding 
his teethy that he would shoot me if I kid hands on Mm. 
I looked at him; he was growni in &ot, to he a tall 
young man, aand I gare up Ibat nieoassaiy put of his 

education. 

It was about this time that I raised the company * 
which was to serve in America; and my enemies in the 
eountiy (and sinoe my victory over the Tiptoffo I scarce 
need say I had hiany of them) began to propagate Ihe 
most shameful reports regarding my oondoet to that pre* 
cious young scapegrace, my son-in-law, and to insinuate 
that I actually wished to get rid of him. Thus my 
loyalty to my sovereign was actually construed into a 
horridy imnatural attempt on my part on Bullingdon's 
life; and it was said that I had raised the Ammnm 
corps for the sole purpose of getting the young Tisoount 
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to command it, and so of getting rid of him. I am not 
sure that they had not fixed upon the name of the very 
man in the company who was ordered to despatch him 
at the first general action, and the bribe I was to gite 
liim ftr tim delieate pieee of aerriee. 

But the truth is, I was of opinion then (and though 
the ful^bnent of my prophecy has been delayed, yet I 
make no douht it will be brought to pass ere long), that 
my Loid BuUingdon needed none of my aid in sending 
him into the other world, bat had a happy knack of 
finding Ihe way thither himself, wliich he would be sure 
to pui'sue. In truth, he began upon this way early; of 
all the riolent, daring, disobedient scapegraces that ever 
caused an ali'ectionate parent pain, he was certainly the 
most incorrigible; there was no heating him, or coaxing 
him, or taming him. 

For instance, with my little son, when his governor 
brought him into the room as we were over the bottle 
after dinner, my lord would begin his violent and uif 
dtttifii} sarcasms at me. 

*'Dear child," he would say, beginning to caress and 
fondle him, "what a pity it is L am not dead for thy 
sake! The Lyndons would then have a worthier repre- 
sentative, and enjoy all .the benefit of the illustrious 
blood of the Barrys of Bairyogue; would Ihey not, Mr. 
Barry Lyndon?" He always chose the days when oom^ 
pany, or ttie clergy or gentry of Ihe neighbourhood, were 
present, to make these insolent speeches to me. 

Another day (it was Brj-an's birth-day) we were 
gmng a grand ball and gala at Haektoi, and it was 
time te wj liMe Bryan to make his appeanom amoi^ 
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ever saw (ah, me! but it brings tears into my old ey«e 
now to think of the bright looks of that darling little 
face); there was a trreat crowding and tittering when the 
child came in, led .by big bait-brother, who walked into 
the daneing^room (wonld you believe it?) in his stocking- 
fectty leading little Biyan by the hand^ paddling about in 
the great shoes of the elder! ^'Don't you think he fits 
my shoes very well, Sir Richard "Wai^rave?" says the 
young reprobate; upon which the company began to look 
at each other and to titter, and his niotlier coming up to 
Lord Bullingdon with great dignity, seized the child to 
her breast, and said, '^Erom the manner in which X love 
this child, my lord, you ought to know how I would 
.have loved hui elder bro13ier, had he proved worthy of . 
any mother's affection!" and, bursting into tears, Lady 
Lyndon left the apartment, and the young lord rather 
discomiited for once. 

. • At last, on one occasion, liis behaviour to me was so 
outrageous (it was in the hunting-iield and in a large 
j^blic company), that I lost all patience, rode at the 
.urchin straight, wrenched him out of his saddle with all 
jaxj &iro0, and, flinging him roughly to the ground, sprung 
down to it myself, and admiidst^red sueh a correction 
across the young caitifrs head and shoulders with 
my horsewhip as might have ended in his death, 
had I not been restrained in time, for my passion 
was up, and I was in a state to do murder or any other * 
crime. 

The lad was taken home and put to bed, where he 
iiy fbr ft day or two in. a DaWi as mufih froam nge tad- 
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vexation as from the chastisement I had given him; and 
.tlu'ee days afterwards, on sending to inquire at his chamber 
whether he would }om the family at table, a note was 
found OA his table, and his bed was empty and cold. 
Tim ymmg yiUaia bad fl^d, And liAd tbe audacofy to 
mite m ibe foUowUig iemui wgnding me to my wiBe^ 
loB mother: — 

"Madam," he said, "I have borne as long as mortal 
could endure the ill-treatment of the insolent Irish up- 
start whom you have taken to your bed. It is not only 
the lowness of his birth and the general. brutality of his 
mannerB which diBgust me, and must make me hato him 
00 long as I hare Hie honoor to bear the name of Iiyn* 
don, which he is unworthy of, but the shameful nature 
of his conduct towards your ladyship, his brutal and un- 
gentlemanlike behaviour, his open infidelity, his habits 
of extravagance, intoxication^ his shameless robberies and 
swindling of my property and yours. It is these insults 
'to you wMeh diock and annoy me more than tbe ruf- 
fian's Infinnotts eonduct to myself. I would have stood 
by your ladyship as I promised, but you seem to have 
taken latterly your husband's part; and, as I cannot per- 
sonally chastise this low-bred rulhan who, to our shame 
be it spoken, is the husband of my moth^r, and as I 
.fttnttfil bear to witness his treatment of you, and loathe 
his hocrible aodetjr as if it were the plague, I am de- 
termined to quit my native country, at least during his 
detested life, or duiing my own. I possess a small in- 
come from my father, of which I have no doubt Mr. 
Barry will cheat me if he but which, if your lady- 
• ^bip has some feelings ni a nvyther left, you will, p«^ 
.haps, fsmri i» MmtB* <Mdi» Om ItaakM, oan 
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have orders to pay it to me when due; if they receive 
no such orders, I shall be not in the least surprised, 
knowing you to be in the hands of a villain who would 
BOl Bontpk to rob on tlie highwiayy and shall try to find 
out some way in life &r myBelf more hpnourable Aan 
that by wfai<£ iSbe penolleflB Jriah advmtaxer liaa aziivad 
to turn me out of my rights and home." 

This mad epistle was signed '^BnlHngdon,'' and all 

the neighbours vowed that I had been privy to his flight, 
and would profit by it; though I declare on ray honour 
my true and sincere desire , after reading the above in- 
Ibiqous letter, was to have the author within a good 
am's length of me, that I might let him know my 
opinian xegarding him. Bat thece was no eradioafcng 
iMs idea from people's minds, who insisted that I wanted 
to kill Bullingdon, whereas murder, as I have said, was 
never one of ray e^dl qualities; and even had I wished 
to injure my young enemy ever so muoh^ common pro- 
denoe would have made my mind eaqr, as I knew be 
was going to rain his own way. 

It was long before we heard of the fate of the 
audacious young truant; but after some fifteen months 
had elapsed, I had the pLeasoie of being able to refute 
some of the morderoas oalonmies wUdh had been ut- 
tered against me, by producing a bill wiih BoUingdon's 
own signature, drawn from General Tarleton's army in 
America, where my company was conducting itself with 
the greatest glory, and with which my lord was serving 
as a volunteer. There were some of my kind friends 
who penisted still in attribating all softs of wieked in- 
ien&iiitome. Ixnd llipteff wodd nem Mi«T« «^ 
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I would pay any bill, much more any bill of Lord Bul- 
lingdon's; old Lady Betty Grimsby, his sister, persisted 
in declaring: the biU wad a forgery, and the poor dear 
lord dead, until there came a letter to her ladyship from 
Loid BuUiogdon Jumoelf, who htd been at New YcA at 
bead-qaarten, and who deaoribed at length tBe splendid 
festival given by the officers of the garrison to our dis- 
tinguished cliieftains, the two Howes. 

In the meanwhile, if I had murdered my lord, I 
could acarcely have been received with more flhameful 
obloqay aod slander than now followed me in town and 
eoasixy, '^Yoa will hear of the lad's death, be mm,* 
ezolaimed one of my ftiends. ''And thea his wife's will 
follow," added another. *'He will marry Jenny Jones,'^ 
added a third;, and so on. Lavender brought me the 
news of these scandals about me: the country was up 
against me. The feurmears on market-days used to touch 
their hats sulkily, and get out of my way; ihe gentle- 
men who frUowed my hunt now saddenly seoeded from 
it, and left off my nnifonn; at the eonnty baU, where I 
led out Lady Susan Capermore, and took my place third 
in the dance after the duke and the marquis, as was my 
wont| all the couples turned away as we came to them, 
and we were left to dance alone. Sokey Capenaoie has 
a love o£ daneingy which would make her dance at a 
faneral if anybody asked her, and I had too much spirit 
to give in at this signal instance of insult towards me, 
so we danced Avith some of the very commonest low 
people at the bottom of the set — your apothecaries, 
wine-merchants, attorneys and such scum as are allowed 
to attend our pnUic assemblies. 

Xhe bishop, my Lady Lyndon's xelatiy% neglected to 
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invito ns to the palaco at the assizes; and, in a word, 
ever)^ indignity ^vas put upon me which could hy pos-^ 
ability be baaped upon an innocent and honourable gen- 

My X6oeptio& in London^ wbi&er I wnr eattiad my 
irit& and Ikmily, was flMeely nofo ooidiaL Ott paying 
my respects to my sovereign at St. James's, his majesty 
pointedly asked me when I had news of Lord liuUingdon. 
On winch I replied, with no ordinary presence of mind, 
**Bir, my Lord Bullingdon is fighting the lebek against 
jmar mi^iesty'a eiown in America. Does y<mr majesty 
oeriM iiiat I dioiild send another legiment to aid kim?** 
On wbioh Hie km^ tamed on bis beel, and I made my 
bow out of the presence-chamber. When Lady Lyndon 
kissed the queen's hand at the drawing-room, I found 
that precifiely the same question had been put to her 
ladyship, and she came home much agitated at the le- 
boke yrbaolx bad been admimateied to her. Thus it wtm 
^lat my loyalty was lewaided, and my 8acriike» in 
fevour of my country, viewed! I took away my establish- 
ment abruptly to l^aris, where I met with a very dif- 
ferent reception, but my stay amidst the enchanting 
pleasures of that capital was extremely short; for the 
French govenmient, which had been long tampering yriStt 
file Aiherican rebds, now openly acknowledged the in- 
dependence ci ISie TJnited States. A deelaitttion of war 
ensued, all we happy English were ordered aA^•ay from 
Paris, and I think I left one or two fair ladies there in- 
consolable. It is the only place where a gentleman can 
live as he likes without being incommoded by his wife. 
The coontesB and I during our fibtij scaroely saw each 
oSitt except upon puUfc oooaeioiia, al YenalUetfi or at 
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ibe queen's play-table; and our dear little Bryan ad- 
ymoed in a HaxmnoA, etogant aooomplishEieiitB) whieb 
rendefed him the delist all who kiieir him. 

I must not forget to mention here my last interview, 
with my good uncle, the Cheralier de Ballybany, whonr 
I left at Bmsads wMi straag intantiona of mikiDg hia 

$akit^ 9B the phrase is, and who had gone into ratiie> 

ment at a convent there. Since then he had come into 
the world again, much to his annoyance and repentance, 
having fallen desperately in love in his old age with a 
French actreis, who had done, as most ladies of her 
oSiaraotor da, rained him, left him, and lai^^ied at hhn; 
Hia repentance waa very edifying* Under the guidance 
of Meariears of isb» Irish College, he onoa more tomaA 
his thuugliis towards religion, and his only prayer to me 
when I saw him and asked in what I could relieve him, 
waa to pay a handsome fee to the convent into which 
he proposed to enter. 

This I could not, of course, do, my religious prin- 
ciples forbidding me to encourage sii})orstitiuu in any 
way; and the old gentleman and I parted rather coolly 
in consequence of my refusal, as he said, to make hk 
old days comfortable. ^ 

I was very poor at the time, that is the fact; and 
mtr^ nous^ the Rosemont of the French opera, an indif- 
ferent dancer, but a charming %ure and ancle, waa 
mining me in diamonds, equipages, and furniture bills; 
added to which, I had a run of ill luck at pUy, and was 
fereed to meet my losaes by the most sfaameM saonfices 
to the money-lenders, by pawning part of Lady Lyndon's 
diamonds (that graceless little Bosemont wheedled me 
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out q£ aoiae of them) , and by a thousand other schemes 
for raisiiig money. But when Honour is in the caae^ 
mm I erer fonad backward at her call? and what man 
can say fiiat Barry Lyndon lost a bet wbioh he did not 

pay? 

Am Sot my aiahitioni hopea gegarfing flie Iriah peaiiage, 
I began, on my retom, to find out tiiat I had been kd 

wildly astray by that rascal Lord Crabs, who Hked to 
take my money, but had no more influence to get me a 
coronet than to procure for me the pope^s tiara. The 
aoTereign was not a whit more gracious to me on re- 
tnnung fimn the Continent than be bad been b^ore my 
depaztoxe; and I had it £ram one of the aidea-de^eamp ot 
the myti dokeai his biothm, that my condnct and amnse^ 
ments at Paris had been odiously misrepresented by some 
spies there, and had formed the subject of royal com- 
ment, and that the king had, influenced by these ca- 
lumnies, actually said I was the most disreputable man 
in the three Idi^sdoms. I disreputable! I a dishonoar 
to my name*and coontxy! When I heard these &lse- 
hoods, I was in snch a rage tiiat I went off to Lord 
North at once to remonstrate with the minister, to insist 
upon bemg allowed to appear before his majesty and 
clear myself of the imputations against me, to point out 
my services to the government in voting with them, and 
to ask when the reward that had been promised to me, 
yiz., the title held by my anoestoro, was again to be te- 
Tived in my person? 

There was a sleepy eodness in that £st Lord Korth, 
whkdi was the most proToldng thing that the opposition 
had ever to encounter from him. He heard me with 
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haLf-ftbnt eyefi. When I had flnished a long, Tiokat • 
Ujfeeokf wliieh I made gtridiiig about his room in Downing 
Stieety and gesticulating with all the energy of an Irish- 
man, he opened one eye, smiled, and asked me gently if 
I had done. On my replying in the affirmative, he said, 
Welly Mr. Barry, VU, answer you, point by point The 
king is exceedingly ayerse to make peers, as you know* 
Tour daims, as you call fhem, have been laid before 
him, and bis majesty's gracious reply was, that you were 
the most impudent man in liis dominions, and merited a 
halter rather than a coronet. As for withdrawing your 
support from us, you are perfectly welcome to carry ' 
yourself and your Tote whithersoeyer you please. And 
now, as I haye a great deal of occupation, perbaps you 
will do me the fayour to retire." So saying, he raised 
bis baud lazily to the bell, and bowed me out, asking 
blandly if there was any other thing in the world in 
which he could oblige me. 

I went home in a fury which can't be described, and 
having Lord Crabs to dinner that day, assailed his lord- 
ship by pulling his wig off his head, and smothering it 
in his ftoe, and by attacking him in ihat part of the 
person where, according to report, he had been formerly 
assaulted by majesty. The whole story was over the 
town the next day, and pictures of me were hanging in 
the clubs and print-shops performing the operation al- 
luded to. All the town laughed at the picture of the 
hnd and the Irishman, and I need not my^ recognised 
both. As for me^ I was one of the most celebrated char 
ractcrs in London in those days; my dress, style, and 
equipages, being as well known as those of any leader 
of the fashion; and my populaciiy^ if not great in the 
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highest qnarfen, iras at least ecmsideraUe ebeniiere.- 

The people cheered me in the Gordon rows, at the time 
they nearly killed my friend, Jemmy itcher, and burned 
Lord Mansfield's house down. Indeed, I was known as 
a stanch Protestant, and after my quarrel with Lord 
North r&md li^t immd to the oppoeitum, and Tezed 
fafan "wiik all the moans in my power. 

These were not, unluckily^ very great, for I waa a 
bad vpetlkee, and the house would not listen to me^ and. 
presentlj, in 1780, after the Gordon disturbance, was 
dissolyed, when a general election took place. Jt came 

on me, as all my mishaps were in the habit of coming,, 
at a most unlucky time. I was obliged to raise more 
money, at most ruinous rates, to face the confounded 
election, and had the Tipto£& against me in the field 
mm actiye and virulent than ever* 

My bTood boils even now when I think of the rascally 
conduct of my enemies in that scoundrelly election. I 
was held up as the Irish Bluebeard, and libels of me 
were pouted, and gross cahcaturea drawn representing 
me flogging Isdj Lyndon, w}iippnig Lord Bullingdon^ 
totmuig him out cf doom in a stcmi, and I know not 
what. There wm pictnres <tf a pauper oaboin in lie- 
land, from which it was pretended I came; others in 
which I was represented as a lacquey and shoe-black. 
A iiood of calumny was let loose upon me, in which any 
man of less sioiit would have gone down. 

But though I met my accusers ])oldly, though I ' 
lavished sums of money in the election, thout;b I flung 
open Hackton Hall, and kept champagne and burgundy 
running there and at all my inns in fiie town as eom'« 
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jBOBiy fli willef ^ flto diMnoii irait agaimA noi Thtf 
iBscally gentry had all turned upon me and joined the 

Tiptoff faction; it was even represented that I held my 
wife by force, and though I sent her into the town 
aloney wearing my colours, with Bryan in her lap, and 
made her visit the mayor^B la^ and the chief womeif 
fliarey nottdag would penraade the people but that she 
Hved in fear and tremUiii^ of me, and tibe bratal. mob 
had tlie insolence to ask her wliy j^he dared to go back, 
and how she liked horsewhip for supper. 

I was thrown out of my election, and all the bills 
oame down i^n me togetfaer — all the bills I had been 
oontEoetiiig. for the yean of my maniage, whieh the 
egeditors, with a Tasoally iwianimHy, sent in mutil ihey 
lay upon my table in heaps. I won't cite their amount; 
it was frightful. My stewards and Lawyers made matters 
worse. I was bound up in an iuextricablc toil of bills 
and debts, of mortgages and iasuiauceSy and all the hor- 
lible evils attendant upon ttiem. Lawyeis upon lawyeis 
posted down from London: composition after composition 
was made, and Xady Lyndon's income hampered almost 
irretrievably to satisfy these cormorants. To do her 
justice, she behaved with tolerable kindness at this sea- 
son of trouble; for whenever I wanted money I had to 
coax her, and whenever I coaxed her I was sure of 
bringing this weak and light-minded woman to good 
hnmour, who was of such a weak, tenified natue, thai 
to secnre an easy week with me she wotdd sign away a 
thousand a-year. And when my troubles began at 
Hackton, and I detemiiued on the only chance left, viz., 
to retire to Ireland and retrench, assigning over the best 
part of my income to the ereditors until their demaadi 
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ime ipet, my lady was quite chMifiil at the idea of 
§fibi§9 md Midy if m woQld be qoiei^ ebe had no doubt; 
all would be irdl; indeed, was glad to- wdeigo the oom.* ' 
parative porerty in which we nmst now live, Ibr ihe 
»sake of the retirement and the chance of domestic quiet^ 
which fiha hoped to enjoy. 

We went off to Briitcd pietfy anddenly, leaving the 
odioDs and nngiatoftil wretdua at Haokton to vilify ns, 
no doubt, in oor abaence. My atnd and hounds wwe 

sold off immediately; the harpies would have been glad 
to pounce upon my person, but that was out of their 
power. I had raised by cleyemoss and management to 
the full as much on n^ mines and private estates as 
they wece woxth; so the aooondiels weire disappointed in 
iMi instonoe; and as fbr the plato and property in the 
London house, they could not touch that, as it was the 
property of the heii's of the house of L}Tidon. 

I passed over to Ireland, then, and took up my abode 
at Gasile Lyndon for a whUe, aEL Ihe world imagining 

fhat I was an utterly mined man, and that the famous 
and dashing Barry Lyndon would never again appear in 
the circles of which he had been an ornament. But it 
was not so. Li the midst of my perplexities, Fortune 
reserved a great consolation toic me still, Pespatdhea 
came home tcom America announcing Lord Gomwallis's 
defeat of General Gates in Carolina, and the deafii of 
Lord Bullingdon, who was present as a volunteer. 

for my own desme to possess a paltry Lash title I 
caied little. My son was now heir to an English eaxi* 

dom, and I ma^e him assume forthwith the title of Lord . 
Yiscount Castle-Lyndon^ the third of the family tiUes. 
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My maOm went almost mad wHh joy ai salotiBi^ ber 

grandson as "my lord," and I felt that all my snfferingB 
and privations were repaid by seeing this darling child 
adyanoed to auck a poat of honour. 



« 
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GHAPTEB XIX. 

Omidaaioflu 

If the world were not oomposed of a laoe of ua- 

" grateful scoundrels, who share your prosperity while it 
lasts, and, even when gorged with your venison and 
burgundy, abuse the generous giver of the feast, I am 
sure I merit a good name and a high reputation in Ire- 
land, at leaat^ where my generosity waa unbounded^ and 
the Bplendonr of my mansion ai^ entertainments un- 
equalled by any otber nobleman of my tame. As long 
as my magnificence lasted, all the countiy was free to 
partake of it; I had hunters sufficient in my stables to 
mount a regiment of dragoons, and butts of wine in my 
cellar which would have made whole counties drunk for 
years. Castle Lyndon became the head-quarters of scores 
of needy gentlemen, and I never rode a-hunting but I 
had* a dozen young fellows of the best blood of the 
country riding as my squires and gentlemen of the horse. 
My son, Httle Castle Lyndon, was a prince; his breeding 
and mannei-s, even at his early age, showed him to be 
worthy of the two noble families from whom he was 
descended, and I don't know what high hopes I had for 
the boy, and indulged in a thousand fond anticipations 
as to his future success and figure in the world. But 
stern Pate had determined that I should leave none of 
my race behind me, and ordained that I should finish 
my omm!, as I see it closing now — - poor, lonely, and 
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^diildleM. I nmy bftre had my &iitt8|. but man idiall 
daie to say of me thai I "was nc^ a good and tandar 
ftHier. I loved that boy passionately, perhaps witii a 
blind partiality; I denied him nothing. Gladly, gladly, 

I swear, would I have died that his premature doom 
' might liavo been averted. I tiiink there is not a day 
since I lost him but his bright face and beautiful smiles 
iook down on me out of heayen where he is, and that 
my heart does not yearn towards him. That sweet child 
was taken ftom me at the age of nine years, when he 

was full of beauty and promise; and so powerful is the 
hold his mcinors^ has of me that I have never been able 
to forget him; his little spirit haunts me of nights on 
my restless, solitary pillow; many a time, in the wildest 
and maddest company, as tiie bottle is going round, and 
flie song and laugh roaring about, I am thinking of him. 
I have got a lock of his soft brown hair hanging round 
my breast now; it will accoTupany me to the dishonoured 
pauper's grave, where soon, no doubt, Barry Lyndon's 
worn-out old bones will be laid. 

My Bryan was a boy of amazing high spirit (indeed, 
how, coming &om such a stock, could he be otherwise?), 
'impatient even of my control, against whidk ibe dear 
little rogue would often rebel gallantly; how much more, 
then, of his mother's and tlie women's, whose attempts 
to direct him he would laugh to scorn. Even my own 
.mother ("Mrs. Barry of Lyndon" the good soul now 
.ealled herself, in coifapliment to my new £u»ily) wm 
•goito unaUe to check him, and hence you may ftmoty 
.what a will he had of his own* If it had not been tic 
that, he mii;ht have lived to this day: he miglit — but 
;why rex^ine? Is he not in a better place? would the 
hedtage o^' a beggar do aoj service to himi Jt.ia bent 
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fte it is ~ HettT«n be good to nsl Alast fiMt \m 

father^ should be left to deplore 1dm. 

It was in the month ojtOetober I had been to Dublin 
in order to see a lawyer and a monied man, who had 

come over to Ireland to consult with me about some 
sales of mine and the cut of Hackton timber, of which, 
as I hated the place and was greatly in want of money, 
I was determined to cut down every sticL There had 
been some difficulty in the matter. Xt was said I had 
no right to touch Hie limber. The brute peasaniary about 
the estate had been roused to sucb a i)itch of hatred 
against me, that the rascals actually refused to lay an 
axe to the trees, and my agent (that scoundrel Larkins) 
declared that his life was in danger among them if he 
attempted any further despoilment (as they called it) of 
the property. Eveiy article of l^e splendid fiumture 
was sold by this tame, as I need ^oi say, and, as for the 
plate, I had taken good care to bring it off to Ireland, 
where it now was in the best of keeping, my banker's, 
who had advanced six thousand pounds on it, which 
sum I soon had occasion for. 

I went to Dublin, then, to meet the English men of 
business, and so far succeeded in persuading Mr. Splint, 
a great ship-builder and timber-dealer of Plymouth, of 
mj claim to the Hackton timber, that he agreed to 
puidiase it eff4iiind at about <me-thiid of its Talue, and 
handed wb oyir 6000?., whieh, being pressed witii deMs 
at the time, I was fain to accept. He had no difficulty 
in getting down the wood, I warrant. He took a regi- 
ment of ship-wrights and sawyers from his own and the 
king^s yards at Hymou&i and in two mon^ Hackton 
Pack was as baxv of trees as the bog of iJlen. 
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I had but ill-liuk 'with tl|st accursed eipedition and 
mmsy. I lost tbB gfoater part of it m two nig^ili^ plaj 
at Daly's, so that my debts stood jiiit as ^bsy wore be- 
fore; and before the vessel sailed for Holyhead, which 
carried away my old sharper of a timber-merchant, all 
that I had left of the money he brought me was a couple 
of hundred pounds, with which I returned home very 
dbcoasolatoLy, and rery soddanly, too, to my DahLin 
tBadesmam were hot upon me, hearing I had spent tibo 
loan, and two of my wine-merchants had writs oat 
against me for some thousands of pounds. 

I bouglit in Dublin, according to my promise, how- 
eirer — for when I give a promise i will keep it at any 
sacrifices — a liMe hone for my dear little Brya% whid^ 
was to be a pra6Dt far his ten^ biiihdsy» that was now 
ooming on« It was a beantiM little animal and stood 
me in a good sum. I never regarded money for that 
dear child. But the horse was very wild. He kicked 
off one of my horse-boys, who rode him at hrst, and 
broke the lad's leg, and, though I took the animal in 
hand on the joutney home, it was only my weight and 
ASH that made the brute q[aiet 

When we got home I sent ike hone away wilh one 
of my grooms to a farmer's house to ))reak ium thoroughly 
in, and told Bryan, who was all anxiety to see his little 
horse, that he woidd arrive by his birthday, when he 
should hunt him along with my hounds, and I promised 
myself no small pLeasuie in presenting Ihe dear fellow 
to the field that day, whioh I hoped to see him lead 
some time or other in place of his fond father. Ah, 
me! never was that gallant boy to ride a fox-chase, or 
to take the place amongst the gentry of his country 
which his birth and genius, had pointed out for himi 
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Though I don't belieye in dxeams and omens, yet I 
ooit but Ofwn thftt when a greai^ oaiamity k banging 
<mt a nan be hai htapBrnSj many iftniige and aiwM 
iotebedingB of it I feney now I liad many. Lady 

Iiyndon, especially, twice dreamed of her son's death; 
but, as she was now «2:rown unconiraouly nervous and 
Tapourish, I treated her tears with scorn, and my own, 
of course, too. And in an nngnaided moment, oyer the 
bottle after dinneiTf I tol4 poor Bryan^ who was alwaya 
queftkining me about the UttLe horse, jand when it waa 
to come, that it was arrived, that it was in Boolan'a 
farm, where Mick the groom was breaking him in. 
''Promise me, Bryan," screamed his mother, "that you 
will not ride the horse except in company of your fa- 
ther.^ But I only said, ''Pooh, madam, you are an aaat" 
being angiy at her aiUy timidity, wldeh waa alwaya 
riiowing itself In a thousand disi^eable ways now; and, 
turning round to Bryan, said, promise your lordship a 
good Hogging if you mount him without my leave." 

I suppose the poor child did not care about paying 
this penalty for the pleasure he was to have, or possibly 
thought a fond father would remit the punishment al- 
together, for the next morning, when I rose rather late, 
having sat up drinking the night before, I found the 
ehild had been off at day-break, having slipped through 
his tutoT^s room (this was Bedmond Quin, our cousin, 
w^hom I had taken to live with mh ), and I had no doubt 
but that he was gone to Doolan's farm. 

I took a great horse-whip and galloped off alter lim 

in a rage, swearing I would keep my promise. But, 

Heaven forgive me! I little thought of it, when at three 

milos isom homQ 1 mot a sad processioa coming towards 
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me, peaaania moaning and howiing as oar Iiiah do, the 
Uaek hone led by the hand, and, , on a doer thst aome 
e£ Hie folka earned, my poor dear, dear little boy. Tlieie 

he lay in his little boots and spurs, and his little coat of 
, scarlet and gold. His dear face was quite white, and he 
smiled as he held a hand out to me, and said, painfully, 
"You won't whip me, will you, papaJ" I could only 
boiat out into tepoa in reply. I hare seen many and 
many a man dying, and thexe's a look about the eyea 
irtdch yon cannot mistake. There was a little dmmmeiv 
bov I was fond of who was hit down before my com- 
pany at Kiihncrsdorf; when I ran up to give him some 
water, he looked exactly like my dear Br^ an then did 
— ihere's no mistaking that awful look of the eyes. 
"We oanied him home and aooored the oomitiy roond for 
dootom to come and look at his hnrt 

Bat what does a doctor avail in a ecmtest with the 
grim, invincible enemy? Such as came could only con- 
firm our despair by their account of the poor child's 
case. He had mounted his horse gallantly, sat him 
bravely all. the time the animal plunged and kicked, 
and, having oveicome his first spite, ron him at a hedge 
by the roaddde. Bat ihen were loose stones at the top, 
and the horse's foot caught among them, and he and his 
brave little rider rolled over together at the other side. 
The people said they saw the noble little boy spring up 
after his faH and ran to catch the horse, which had 
broken away fiom him, kicking him on the bade, as it 
would seem, as they lay on the groond. Poor Bryan 
ran a few yards and then dropped down as if shot 
A pallor came over his face, and they thought he was 
dead. But they poured whiskey down his mouth, and 
the poor child ze^vedi stiU. he could not move, hia 

24 
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spine was injured, the lower ludf of him was dead when 
th0j kid him in bed at boma. The leit did not laat 
long, God help mel He xemained yet fiv two daja willi 

us, and a sad comfort it waa to think he was in no 
pain. 

During this time the dear angePs temper seemed 
quite to change; he asked his mother and me pardon for 
any aot of daaobediasoe he had ben guilty of towwda 11% 
he aaid otm he ahonld like to aee his hrotter BnUfng^ 
don. '^Bnlly was bettor than ym, papa," he sood; ^ife 
used not to swear so, and he told and taught me many- 
good tliin<z;s while you were away." And, taking a hand 
of his mother and mine in each of his little clammy ones, 
he begged us not to quarrel so, but love each other, so 
that we meet agaia in heaTeQi where Bslly iM. 
him quanelflome people never went Bk mottitr was 
▼cry much affected by these admonitions from the poor, 
suffering angel's mouth, and I was so too. I wish she 
had enabled me to keep the counsel which the dying boy 
gave us. 

At last, after two days he died. There he lay, tiie 
hope of my fiunily. Had pride of my mecahood, tibe Ibk 
which had kept me and my Lady Lyndon togefiier. 

"0 Eedmond," said she, kneehng by the sweet child's 
body, "do, do let us listen to the truth out of his blessed 
mouth, and do you amend your life, and treat your poor, 
loying, fond wife as her dying child bade you.'' And I 
aaid I would; but there are pmrnoB whioh it ia o«i of • 
manli power to keep, especially witti soeh a womaa m 
her. But we drew together after 'that sad eventi and 
were for several months better friends. 

I won't teU ym witb what q^kndoor we buiiad him. 
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Of whftt ATail an undertakenT fttthem and heralcLi' tram- 
pery? I went t>iit and shot the fatal hlack horse that had 
killed him at the door of the vault wliere we laid my 
boY. T was so wild that I could have shot mvsclf too. 
liut for the crime, it would have been better that I should^ 
petliapiy for what has mj life been nnoe that sweet £ower 
was taken out of my booom? A sacceflsicnL of mueries, 
wrongs, diaaaten, and mental and bodily snfFerings, whioik 
never fell to the lot of any other man in Christendom. 

Tjady Lyndon, always vaporish and nervous, after our 
Hessed boy's catastrophe became more a<;itated than ever, 
and plunged into devotion with so much fervour, that yoa 
would hare faneied her almoat distcacted at timea. She 
imagiaed die saw TisioBs. 6Qie said an angel ttom keareii 
' had told her that Bryan's death was as a pnnishment to 
her for her neglect of her first-born. Then she would 
declare Bullinp;d{)n was alive; she had seen him in a 
dream. Then again she would MI into fits of sorrow 
about his dea^, and grieve for him as violently as if he 
had been the last of her scma who had died, and not our 
daiiiiig Bryan, who, oompared to BnlUngdon, was what 
a diamond is to a vulgar stone. Her freaks were painful 
to witness, and difficult to control. It began to be said 
in the country that the countess was going mad. My 
Booandreily enemies did not fail to confirm and magnify 
the toaamtp and wonld add that I was the oause of her 
iuMBity, I had driven her to distiaotioni I had killed 
BoUingdon, I had murdered my ovm son; I don't know 
what (dse they laid to my charge. Even in Ireland their 
hateful calumnies reached me; my friends fell away from 
me. They began to desert my hunt as they did in Eng- 
landi and when I went to raee or market found sudden 
nasoBs 4br getting o«t of my aeii^ibeaihood. X gal the 
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name of Wicked Barry, Devil Lyndon, which y(m pltase; 

the coiintr}^-folks used to make marvellous legends about 
me; the priests said I had massacred I don't know how 
many German, nims in the Seven Years' War; that the 
l^iort of the murdered Boilingdon haunted my house. 
Once at a feat m a town haid by, wbm X had a Bund 
to buy a waistooat for one of my people, a fellow atandr 
ing by, said, "'Tis a strait waistcoat he's buying for my 
Lady Lyndon." And from this circumstance arose a legend 
of my cruelty to my wife, and many circumstantial de- 
tailg were narrated regarding my manner and ingenuity 
of torturing her* 

The kes of my dear boy preaeed not only on my heart 
aa a Iklher, bat injured my indi'ddual mtmate in a Tery 
considerable degree, for as there was now no direct heir 
to the estate, and Lady Lyndon was of a weak health, 
and suppoaed to be quite unlikely to leave a family, the 
next in sacoearioni that detestable family of liptoff , began 
to exert themaelTea in a hundred waya to annoy me, and 
were at Hie head of the party of ^lemiea who were raiaing 
reports to my discredit They interposed between me and 
my management of the property in a hundred different 
ways, making an outcry if I cut a stick, sunk a shafts 
Bold a picture, or sent a few ounces of plate to be xer* 
modelled. They harassed me with eeaadeaa law-suitB, 
got ixgunetiona fnm COiaaeery; haa^pared my agatiftB in 
the ezeeution of their work, ao muoh ao that you would 
have fancied my own was not my own, but theirs, to do 
as they liked with. What is worse, as I liave reason to 
believe, they had tamperings and dealings with my o^\'n 
domestics under my own roof, for I could not have a 
word with lady I^yndon but it aomehow got abroad, and 
I eoBld not be drunk wOx my ehaplaia asd ftianda bul; 
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some (MBdtMrf nMmb would got hold of fiio wm^ and 

loohon up all the bottles I drank and all the oaths I 
swore^ That these were not few, I acknowledj^e. I am 
of the old school, was always a free liver and speaker, 
and, at least, if I did and said what I liked, waa not so 
bod as many a canting sooimdrel \ know of who eorers 
lu8 loibleo and Bma, iui0ii8pectedy with a nuuk of hoU' 

Am I atn makinp; a clean breast of it, and am no hy- 
pocrite, I may as well confess now that I endeavoured to 
ward off the devices of my enemies by an artifice which 
was not, porhaps, stdotly justifiable. Every thing de- 
pended on mj having an hdr to the eatete; if Ladj 
iLyndoo, who waa fd wealdj heaUh had died, the nest 
day I waa a heggar; all my sacrifices of money, &c., on 
the estate would not Imve been held in a fartJ ring's ac- 
count; all the del)ts would have been left on my shoul- 
ders; and my enemies would have triumphed over m% 
which, to a man of my honoomUe qpaiit, was '^tba tmr 
kindest eat of all/' as some poet says. 

I eonlBSB, then, it was my wkdi to supplant these 
scoundrels, and, as I could not do so without an heir to 
my property, / determined to find one. K I had him near 
at hand, and of my own blood too, though with the bar 
sinister, is not here the question. It was then I found 
oat the rascally machinaticms of my enemies, for, having 
teoadied this plan to Lady Lyndon, whom I made to be^ 
oatwnrdly at least, Ihe most obedi«it of wives^ — * although 
I never let a letter from her or to her go or arrive without 
my inspection, — although I allowed lier to see none, but 
those persons who I tliought, in her delicate health, 
would he fitting sooiely &>r her, yet the infernal Tiptoffs 
gel wind ' of my soh«me» pxotaitod instantly against 



Digitized by Google 



376 



IKE UEMOXBS 



iwi oi4jr by letter^ bat in tb« abamftfal libellous public 
jadatBf and heXd me up to poblio odium as a "cbiUr 
tosgot/' M fluey ciUed me. Of eoona I dwiied the ohftq^e 
— I ooold do BO otiberwise, and offraed to meet any one 

of the Tiptoffs on the field of honour, and prove bim a 
scoundrel and a liar, as he wa.s, though, perhaps, not in 
this instance. But they contented themselves by answer- 
ing me by a lawyer, and declined an invitation, .wluch 
any mm. of apirit would have accepited. My bopea of 
having an heir were thna blif^ited oomidetely; indeed 
Lady Lyndon (though, as I haTe aaidr, I take her oppo- 
sition fur nothing) liad resisted the proposal with as much 
energy as a wuman of lier weakuej^s could manifest, and 
said she had committed one great orime in consequence 
of me, but would rather die than perfona another. I could 
eaaly have brought her ladyship to h^ aenae^ Ihowey^r: 
bat my aoheDie had taken wind, and it waa now in vain 
to att^pt it We might have had a dozen children in 
honest wedlock, and people would have said they were 
false. 

As for raising money on annuitiesi I may say I had 
naed her life-inteieat np« There were but faw of thoae 
aamrance nodetiea in my time which have ainee apnmg 

np in the city of London; underwiiten did the bneiness, 

and my wife's life was as well known among them as, 
I do believe, that of any woman in Christendom. Latterly, 
when I wanted to get a sum against her life, the rascals 
had the impudence to aay my tceatment of her did not 
xmder it worth a yeazVi porduuM, — aa if my interaat 
lay in kiUing herl Had my hoy lived, it^wwild Imre 
been a diftmnt thing; he and hie mother might have eat 
off the entail of a good part of the property between 
them, and my a^bm have been put in bettor order* 
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Vow Hmj ia * bad waiStim iadead. All mj 
idimii had turned oat fidlnres; my kads, wlncb I bad 
pQFolissed with borrowed money, made me no return, and 
I was obliged to pay ruinous interest for the sums with 
which X had purchased tliem. My income, though very 
hige, was saddled with handmb of annuities, and thoor 
saads <tf lawyen' ohsrgea; and I felt tibe net diawing 
. oloaer and closer round me, and no meana to extrioate 
myself from its toils. 

To add to all my perplexities, two years after my 
poor child's death, my wife, whose vagaries of temper 
and wayward foUiea I had borne with for twelve years, 
wanted to leave me, and absolutely ntade attraspts at 
what she eaUed aae^ping fvom my tyranny. 

My noflier, wbo was the <mly person that, in my 
misfortuness , remained faithful to me (indeed, she lias 
always s])oken of me in my true light, as a martyr to 
the rascality of others and a victim of my own generous 
and coniidiiig temper), found out the first scheme that 
was gpoing and of whkh those artful and maUokraa 
Tiptopffs were, as nsnal^ the main pvomotcca. Ifrs. Barry 
indeed, Ihoagifa her tempw was violent and her ways 
singular, was an invaluable person to me in my house, 
which would have been at rack and ruin long before, 
but for her spirit of order and mauagementy and ioi iier 
exceHent economy in the government of my numerooa 
funily. As fov my Lady Lyndon, she, poor sonll was 
much too fine a lady to attend to hoosehold matters — 
passed her days with her doctor, or her books of piety, 
and never appeared among us except at my compulsion, 
when she and my mother would be gure to have a 
quarrel. 

Mrs. Barry, on the eontmzy, bad a taknt tot mumffi' 



Digitized by Google 



878 «n Mamm 

ment in all matten. * She kept the muiB Mmo^y and 

the footmen to their duty; had an eye over the claret in 
the cellar, and the oats and hay in the stable; saw to 
the salting and pickling, tlio potatoes and the turf- 
stacking, the pig-kiUing and the poultry, the linen-room 
and the bakehouBe, and the ten thourand mmutaBd of a 
great eitabHshment. If all Irish. hoosewiTes were lika 
her, I warrant many a hall -fire would be blazing where 
the cobwebs only grow now, and many a park covered 
with sheep and fat cattle where the thistles are at pre- 
sent the chief occupiers. If anything oould have saved 
BM from the conseqiienees of lillany in otliera, and (I 
oon&ss it, for I am net above ewnlng te my finilti) my 
own too 

^^y^ gensfOQS, and carelesB natme, it woold 

have been the admirable prudence of that worthy crea- 
ture. 81ie never went to bed until all the liouse was 
quiet and all the candies out; and you may fancy that 
this was a matter of some diiHooIty with a man of my 
habitsi who had oo^unooly a donn <tf jovial fellowB 
(aitfdl Boouidrds and &lse friends most of itmoL irmt) 
to drink with me every night, and Who seldom, fbr my 
part, went to bed sober. !Many and many a night, when 
I was unconscious of her attention, has tliat good soul 
pulled my boots off, and seen me laid by my servants 
snag in bed, and eanied off the candle heroel^ and been 
iiie flmt in ^ke morning, too^ to. bring me my drink of 
0ma]14>eer. Mine were no milOmop times, I can tell yott* 
A gentleman thought no shame of taking his haK-dozen 
bottles; and, as for your coiTcc and slops, they were left 
to Lady Lyndon, her doctor, and the other old women. 
It was my mother's pride that I could drink more than 
any man in the coantrji — as moch, within a pint, as 
mT Mfaer beflove tMk she 8iid» 
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That Lady Lyndon should detest her was quite na- 
tural. She is not the lirst of woman or mankind either 
that has hated a mother-in-law. I set my mother to 
keep a shazp watoh ow tiae ficaaks of her.ladyBhipy and 
thisy yoa may be suie, iraa cna of the reaaona wjiy fhe 
latter dUikad her. I imBt minded thai hewew. Ifm 
Barry's assistance and snrveillance were invaluable to 
me; and, if I liad paid twenty spies to watch my lady, 
I should not have been half so well served as by the 
difiinterested care and watchfulness of my excellent 
mother. She slept irath the honsekeys nnder her pillowy 
and had an eye eveiywhera! She followed all ike oooa* 
movements like s shadow; die managed to kaow, 
from morning till night, eyerythiug that my lady did. 
If she walked in the garden, a watchful eye was kept 
on the wicket; and, if she chose to drive out, Mrs. Barry 
accompanied her, and a conpie of fellows in my liTenes 
lode alongside of the oaniage to see that she oame to no 
ham. ThoDi^ she objeeted, and would have kept her 
voom in snUen aileneoi I made a ptnnt that we i^oiild 
appear together at church in tlie coach-and-six every 
Sunday, and that she should attend the race-balls in my 
company, wheneyer the coast was clear of the rascally 
bailiffii who beset me. This p:aye the lie to any of thoee 
malignefs who said tiiat X wished to make a p riao ttsg ot 
my wife. The fitot is^ that^ knowing her lenity, and 
seeing the insane dislike to me and mine which had 
now begun to supersede what, perhaps, had been an 
equally insane fondness for me, I was bound to be on 
my guard that she should not giye me the slip. Had 
slm«kil me I was mined the next day. This (which 
my mother knew) eompalled ns to keep a ti^t watoh 
over hsr; \mkp m ipr impmniiiag hm, I repel tke ivpn^ 

Digitized by Google 



MO annmni 

• 

tdioB wilih mohl Bvery hmoi impritone bk irilb to a 

certain de^ee; the world would be in a pretty condition 
if women were allowed to quit home and return to it 
whenever they had a miud. In watching over ray wife, 
lady L3niidon, I did no more than exercise the legitimate 
aalfaDrityi wkioli awaida lionaiir and o be diflpoa to etary 
bnsband. 

Sueh^ how«f¥er, is fmale axtiHee; ihalt, in «pite of all 

my watchfulness in g^uarding her, it is probable my lady 
would have p:i\en me the slip, had I not had quite as 
acute a person as heisaii' as my ally; £or, as the proverb 
says that ''tiie best way to caUi one thief is to set 
mfSutc after Inmy" lo the beit way to get tin better of 
a woaan'ifl to eaqgage one oi her own aitftil lez to guaid 
her. One would have thought that, followed as she was, 
all her letters read, and all her acquaintances strictly 
watched by me, li\nng in a remote part of Ireland away 
from, her family, Lady Lyndon could have had no ehanoa 
of comnmnicating with her aUies, or of making her 
WvongBy ai the wis plened to oaU them, pnUio; and 
yet, tor awhile, she earned on a oorres Mmdenoo nncEer 
my very nose, and acutely organised a conspiracy for 
flying from me, as shall be told. 

She always had an inordinate passion for dress, and, 
as she was never thwarted in any whimsey she had of 
tiiia Idnd (for I spared no mcmiy to gratify her, and 
amcmg my detato are mHlinen^ WHb to isbm amomit of 
many ttioiisaadB), boxes need to pass eontinnally to and 
fro from Dublin, with all sorts of dresses, caps, flounces, 
and furbelows, as her fancy dictated. With these would 
oome lettem ixom her milliner, in answer to numerous 
sinikr inianottoM from my lady, all of whioh passed 
liiroigh soy handle wittuoot the least sospicraiy font soue 
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time. And yet in these very papers, by the easy means 

of sympathetic ink, were contained all her ladyship*s 

correspondence, and Heaven knows (for it was some time, 

«B I have said, before I diseevexed the tskk) what 

ekuges agaisit me. 

But dever Mrs. Banjr found ooi that always, Mbva 

my ladywife ebeae to write letten to her nnlMner, the 

had need of lemons to make her drink, as she said; and 

this fact, being mentioned to me, set me a-thinking, and 

60 I tried one of the letters before the iire, and the 

ifhsAB aelieme of viUany' was brought to light I will 

gi?0 a wpedaveik of one of the honid arftlol ktoxa of 

Una unhappy wman. In a great luuad, wiih wide linoi^ 

were written a set of directions to her mantua- maker, 

setting forth the articles of dress for which my lady had 

need, the peculiarity of their make, the stuffs she se- 

leetedy &c. She would make out long liata in this wajr^ 

Wilting eadi aitude in a sepaiaie line, ao as to ham 

mm apaoe for detailing all my omdtieB and her ti9* 

mendooa wrongs. Between these lines she kept the 

journal of her captivity; it would have made the fortune 

of a romance-writer in those days but to have got a 

copy of it, and to have published it under the title of 

the '^LoYslj fxiaoner, or the Sav£^ Husband/' or by 

soma name equally taking and absozd. The joomal 

woaM be as fbUows: ^ 

« ^ « • ♦ « 

Monday, — Yesterday I was made to go to church. 
My odious, monstrous^ vulgar^ she-drafjon of a vioiher-in- 
kio^ in a yellow satin and zed ribands^ taking the £i»t 
flaoe in tbe eoach; Mr. L. riding by its side, on ikit 
hozae he never paid fiv to Oaptaia HmdleBloiia !Die 
wkked hypoetite led me to the pew; wib hat in hand 
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ad 4 ottUag oomtaBaMe, iid loMd nj iMod m I 
entored the ooadi allot Mrme, and patted my Balitti 

greyhound, — all that the few people collected might 
see. He made me come down stairs in the evening to 
make tea for his compaoLy^ of whom three-fourths, he 
hiiBialf included, were, as usual, drunk. They painted 
flia pafwm'a faee hlaok, when his zevaraiee had aniyed 
at hifl aovanth hMBf and at hk usual inieDiible stage, 
and they tied him on the grey mare, with his hot to 
the tail. Tlie she-dragon read the Whole Duty of Man 
all the evening till bedtime, when she saw me to my 
apartmeats, locked me in, and |H:oceeded to wait upon 
her abominable san^ whom she adores for his wifikodness, 

I sbooUL aask, m S^cqtom did OaUbm.'' 

• • '# # # 

You should have seen my mother's fury as I read 
her out tliis passage! Indeed, I have always had a taste 
for a joke (that practised on the parson, as described 
above is, I confess, a true bill), and used carefully to 
fdect for Mxa. Bmfs hearing all the emnpHmmta that 
lady Lyndon passed npon bar. The dragon was tlie 
same 1^ wfaidi she was known in this preeioas cor* 
respondence, or sometimes she was designated by the 
title of the "Irish Witch." As for me, I was denomi- 
nated "my gaoler," "my tjsmt" "the dark spirit which 
has obtained the mastery over my heingi" and so on, in 
tenns always eompKmentary to my powor» however little 
ibey might be so to my amialnlity. Heie is another 
extract from her ''Prison Diary," by which it will be 
seen that my lady, although she pretended to be so in- 
different to my goings on, had a sharp woman's eye, and 
could ba as ii^ftlfflis as another; 

# « # « • 

Digitized by Google 



&8S 



ir^Mhtfiday. — TUs day tm yearn my last hope 
and plfiaaora in lifb was iskm fnm me, and my dear 

child was called to heaven. Has he joined his iiep:lected 
brother there, whom I sufi'ered to ^row up imhetdcd by 
my aide, and wlwm the tyiaauy of the monster to whom 
I am united drove ta exile, and, pediapa, to deaih? Or 
38 the child aliye, aa my fimd heart emnetiinee deena? 
OfaaiieaBolIingdoii! oome to the aid of a wretc^ied iBother, 
▼ho acknowledges her crimes, her coldness towards thee, 
and now bitterly pays for her error! But, no, he cannot 
live! I am distracted! My only hope is in you, my 
eousin — you whom I had oofie thought to salute by * 
still fonder titles my dear Qeoige PoyniiigB! Oh, be my 
knight and my preaerveri the true ehivalrio beb^p &oa 
ever wert, and resene me fnm. the ihrall of ihe felon 
caititr who holds me captive, — rescue me from him, 
and from Stycorax, the vile Irish witch, his mother!" 

(Here follow some verses, such as her ladyship waa 
in the habit of composing by reams, in vhieh she com- 
pares herself to 8ak«a, in the Sei^en Champimi^ and 
beseeches Im George to leaane her fimn tk& dinzgon, 
meaning Mrs. Barry. I omit the lines, and proceed), — 

**Even my poor child, who perished untimely on this 
sad anniversary, the tyrant who governs me had taught 
to despise and dislike me. 'Xwas in disobedience to my 
evdan, my prsyers, that he went on the fatal jomney. 
What anffeoeiagSy whst humiliationa have I had to endnra 
nice 'ttien! I am a prisoner in my own halls. I shonld 
fear poison, but that I know the wretcli has a sordid 
interest in keeping me alive, and that my death would 
be the signal for his ruin. But I dare not stir without 
my odious^ hideoiua^ vulgar gaoler, the horrid Irishwoman, 
who pniioea my e?ecy step. I am looked into my 
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cbambar at ai^^^ like a £b1oii, and only suffered to leave 
it whm ordered iiito> llie ft ei cuM e of my lord (/cfdiiedlX 
to be pvesent flt bis orgieil witli liis boon oompamons^ 

and to hear his odious converse as he lapses into the 

disgusting madness of intoxication! He has given up 

even the semblance of constancy — he, who swore tliut 

I alone ooold attaoh or chann biml And now he brings 

Jm Yv^jw m gk me m betee my inoty eyoBy and would 

hftfe had me eoknowledgOy em heir to my own property, 

bii eliiU by ano^rl 

**No, I never will submit! Thou, and thou only, 

my George, my early friend, shalt be heir to the estates 

of Lyndon. Why did not Fate join me to thee, inatead 

of to the odious man who holds me under bis eway, mid 

make tbe poor Oaliate bap^P 

• •»#•# 

So the letters would nm on for sheets upon sheets, 
in the closest cramped handwriting; and I leave any un- 
prejudiced reader to say whether the writer of such do- 
cuments must not have been as silly and vain a creature 
em ever Ihred, and wbetber ehe did not want being taken 
.eare aH I oonld oopy ont yards of itmpaoc^ to Lord 
Oeoige Foynings, her old flame, in "wkUtt die addreeaed 
bim by the most affectiouate names, and implored him to 
find a refuge for her against her oppressors; but they 
would fatigue the reader to peruse, as they would me to 
eopy» Tbe fact is, that tbia nnlncky lady bad the knack 
of wtiting ft gfeat deal mora timn ake meant She waa 
ahn^B leading mmis and tmah; pnttimg bocaeif inta 
VKmigBaKff etianHian, nying dif mio Mveioa a&n aeuii 
mentalities, and, with as little heart as any woman I 
ever knew, yet showing the most violent disposition to 
be in love, bhe wrote always as if she was in a Hame 
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of passion. I have an elegy on her lap-dog, the most 
tender and pathetic piece she ever wrote; and most 
tender notes of remongtiaiioe to iietty, her fayourite 
Biaid; to her honaekeeperi qo. qnairelUiig wiUi her; to 
htU-etdomai eoqminianflesy etdi of whoni she addzesMd 
m tiie dearest Mend m tiie world, and forgot, the yery 
moment she took up another fcmcy. As for her love for 
her children, the above passage will show how much she 
was capable of true maternal feeling; the very sentence 
in which she lecoxda the death of one child seryes to 
betray her egotiimB^ and to wreak ha qdeen agaiail 
myeelf ; and ahe onlj wishes to lecal ano&er from the 
grave, in order that he may be of some personal advan- 
tage to her. If I did deal severely with this woman, 
keeping her from her flatterers, who would have bred 
discord between us, and locking her up out of rnischief, 
who shall say that I was wrong? If any woman deserved 
a strait waistcoat, it was my Lady Lyndaa; and I have 
known people in my time jjnanaded, and with their 
heads shaved, in the straw, who bad not committed 
half the follies of that foolish, vain, infatuated 
creature. 

My mother was so enraged by the charges against 
me and herself which these letters contained, that it 
was with the utmost difficulty I could keep her from 
discovering our knowledge of tliem to Lady Lyndon, 
whom it was, of course, my object to keep in ignorance 
of our knowledge of her designs; for I was anxious to 
know how far they went, and to what pitch of artifice 
she would go. The letters ineceased in interest (as they 
say of tke nmb) as tliey pcooeeded. Pictorea wws 
dnwn of my tnatment of hit wkUk wonld arake ymif 
hMBtliadb. I deft"! know of what amtrositieA she dU 
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not aomse me, and wliat miseries and ftaurfftUaR die jSi 

not profess herself to undergo, all the while she was 
living exceedingly fat and contented, to ontward appear- 
aacesy at onr liouse at Castle Lyndou. Novel- reading 
iiiid Tainfy had tamed her biain. I •onld not say a 
loogh wofd to hut (and Ab Biented wmj thowinds a 
day, I can tell you), but die dedsved I ynm patting her 
to the torture; and my mother could not remonstrate 
with her but she went off into a fit of hysterics of 
which she would declare the worthy old lady was the 
eaase. 

At last she began to threaten to kill herself; and, 
though I by no means kept the cutlery out of the way, 
did not stint her in garters, and left her doctor's shop at 
ber entire serrice, — knowing her character ML well, 
and that there was no woman in Christendom less likely 
to lay hands on her precious life than herself, yet these 
threats had au effect evident!}' in the quarter to which 
they were addressed; for tlie milliner's packets now be- 
gan to arrive with great frequency, and the bills sent to 
her contained assuiances of coming aid. The chivalrous 
Lord George Poynings was coming to his cousin's lescae, 
and did me the compliment to say that he hoped to ficee 
his dear cousin fcom the clutches of the' most atrooioas 
"villain that ever disgraced humanity, and that, when she 
was free, measures should be taken for a divorce, on the 
ground of cruelty and every species of ill-usage on my 
' part 

I had copies of all these precious documents on one 
side and the other careMly made, by my before -men- 
tioned rdatim, godm, and secretary, Mr. EedmondQiiia^ 
ii pwwfli tilt iMN^ ignt cf 
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This was a son of my old flame Xora, whom I had taken 
ftx)m her in a fit of generosity, promising to care for his 
education at Trinity College, and provide for him through, 
life. But after tbe lad had been for a year at the Uni* 
rmUf the iota wotild not admit him to eommooM or 
laatana mdSL hk college .bilk wece paid; and, ofltanded 
by this insolent manner of demanding the paltry sum 
due, I withdrew my patronage from the place, and 
ordered my gentleman to Castle Lyndon, -svhere I made 
him useful to me in a hundred ways. In my dear little 
boy's lifetime, be tutored the poor child as &r as hii 
lugb aj^t 'would let him; but I praoiia you it waa 
naall trouble poor dear Bfyan ever gave the bpolca. Then 
he kept Mrs. Barry's accounts; copied my own inter- 
minable correspondence with my lawyers and the agents 
of all my various property; took a liaud at picquet or 
baokgammoa oi evenings with mc and my mother^ or, 
being aa iogeniooa lad enoi^ (though of a meaiii boorish 
spirit, as beoama ttie son of scmIi a fsdlier), aceompaaied 
my Lady Lyndon's spinet wi1& his flageolet; or read 
French and Italian witli her, in both of which languages 
her ladyship was a fine scholar, and in which he also 
became perfectly cojOLYersant. It would make my watch- 
ful old mother yeiy angiy to hear them CQaversing in 
these langm^; tat, not undexstanding a irozd ci either 
tiiem, Mnk Brady was ftirioQS when they were spoken^ 
and always said it was some scheming they were after. 
It was Lady Lyndon's constant way of aiinojing the old 
lady, when the three were alone together, to address Quia 
in one or oUier of these tongues. 

I was perfectly at ease with regard to his fldelityi 
&r I iMd borad tlie lad, and kMded him wifli benaMs 
«id, besides^ had liad varioiia ptoofr of lik iaatnm&Sr 
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ness. He it was ^vho brought me three of Lord Georj^e^i 
letters, iu roply to some of my lady's complaints, which 
were concealed between the leather and the boards of a 
book which w^s sent from the circulating library for her 
kd jship'a pemsaL He and my lady too had fteqoent 
quarrels. 6he mimicked his gdt in her pleasanter mo- 
ments; in her haughty moods, she would not sit down 
to table with a tailor's grandson. "Send me anything 
for company but that odious duin," she would say, when 
I proposed that ho should go and amine her with his 
books and his flute; for, quarrelsome as we were, it 
must not be supposed we were always at it; I was oecar 
slonally attentiye to h^. We would be fHends for a 
month together, sometimes; then we would quarrel for a 
fortnight; then she would keep licr apartments for a 
month; all of which domestic circumstances were noted 
down, in h^ ladyship's peculiar way, in her journal of 
captivity, as she called it: and a pretty document it isl 
Sometimes she writes, ''My monster has been almost 
land to-day* or **my ruffian has deigned to smile." Then 
she will break out into expressions of savage hate; but 
for my poor mother it was ahrm/.<: hixUvd. It was, "The 
she-dragon is sick to-day; I wish to Heaven she would 
die!" or, "the hideous old Irish basket- woman has been 
treating me to some of her Billingsgate to-day/' and so 
tomOk; all which expressiom, r^ to Mrs. Barry, or 
translated from the French and Italian, in which many 
of them were written, did not fail to keep the old lady 
in a perpetual fury against her charge; and so I had my 
watch -dog, as I called her^ always on the alert In 
trsnslating these languages, yoosg Quin was of great 
aervke to me; for I had a smattering of Ersndi; and 
High JktA, when I was in the army, of mam, 1 
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knew y/nSi^ but Balkii I knew Bothiiig of, md im 
glad of the Bervices of so faitMul and cheap au inter- 
preter. 

This cheap and faithful interpreter, this godson and 
kntMnftn, on whom and on whose &mily I had piled up 
beneits, was aetually trying to heteay and for sevml 

months, at least , was in league with the enemy against 
me. I believe that the reason why they did not move 
earlier, was the want of the great niovor of all treasons 
«— money, of which, in all parts of my establishment^ 
there was a woeful scarciiy; bat of this they also managed 
to get a supply thioi^ my rascal of a godson, who could 
come and go quite unsuspected; and tlie wlM>le scheme 
was ananged under our very noses, and the post-chaise 
ordered, and the means of escape actually got ready, 
while I never suspected their design. 

A mere accident made me acquainted with their plan. 

One of my colliers had a pretty daughter; and this pretty 
lass had for her bachelor, as they call them in Ireland, 
a certain lad who brought the letter- bag for Castle Lyn- 
don (and many a dunning letter for me was tliesre in ii^ 
God woti); and this lett^-boy told his sweetheart how 
he brought a bag of money from the town for Haster 
Quin; and how that Tim, the post-boy, had told him 
that he was to bring a chaise down to the water at a 
certain hour; and Miss Eooney, who had no secrets from 
me, blurted out the whole story, asked me what scheming 
I was after, and what poor, unlucky girl I was going to 
carry away with the chaise I had ordeied, and bribe with 
the money I bad got from town? 

Then the whole secret flashed upon me, that the 
man I had ohoiahed in my bosom was going to betojr 
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act of escape; half drowning them in the ferry which, 
they had to cross to get to their chaise, and of pistolling 
the young traitor before Lady Lyndon's eyes; hut, on 
ieocnd thoughts, it wa« quite oleAr that ibtd mwb of the 
ttmpe would make • homo fhmifh ilie eoiuitiy^ Md 
, WHO the eonfovttded justiee'8 people about mj em, and 
bring me no good in the end. 8e 1 was obliged to 
smother my just indignation, and to content myself by 
crushing the foul conspiracy, just at the moment it wag 
about to he hatched. 

I ipent home, and in half- an -hour, and with a few 
of my tenible lodu, I bad Lady I^dim m hat kmm, 
begging me to focpre her; oonfeanng aU and evexytiung; 
ready to yow aad swear she would never make such an 
attempt again; and declaring that she was fifty times on 
the point of owning everything to me, but that she feared 
my wiath against the poor young lad, her accomplice, 
who was indeed the author axid inventor of all the mis- 
ehiet Tbia, Hioagb I knew bow entirely Mse the state- 
ment was, i was ftdn to pretend to believe; so I begged 
her to write to ber cousin, Lord George, who had supplied 
her with money, as she admitted, and with whom the 
plan had been arranged, stating, briefly, that she had 
altered her mind as to the trip to the country proposed; 
and that, as ber dear husband was rather in delicate 
bealtb, she prefened to stay at bome and nurse bim. I 
added a dry postscript, in wbicb I stated that it would 
give me great pleasure if his lordship would come and 
visit us at Castle Lyndon ; and that I longed to renew an 
acquaintance which in former times gave me so much 
Mrtisfactiop. ''I should seek him out," I added, ''so soon 
9$ enft I was in bis nrighbonrhood» and eageriy antiai« 
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Urn ptenm of * mm(6sK wOi lam/" I fidak U 
annl lam ntesiMd mf meining perfectly well, wMeh 
was, tliat I would run him through the body on the 
Tery hrst occasion I could come at liim. 

Then I had a scene with my perddious rascal of a 
nej^bew, in which the young zepcobttte ahowed an audacity 
and mwpaai tac which I mft quite imj^pandL When I 
teKdi Mm with ingratitndey ''What do I owe you?*' said 
he. "I have toiled for you as no man ever did for 
another, and worked witliout a penny of wages. It was 
you yourself who set mc against you, by giving me a 
taak agaiaftt whioh my soul revolted, — by making ma 
a spy awm your unfortunate wife, whoae weakness is aa 
pitiable aa axe her miafcMrtonea snd yoiar zaaoally tcea;t- 
maA of her. Fkah and blood oonid not bear to see the 
manner in which you used her. I tried to help her to 
escape from you; and I would do it again, if the op- 
portunity offered, and so I tell you to your teeth!" 
When I offered to blow his biaiaa out for hia inaolenQiy 
Tooh!" said he, — '^JdU. the man who ssved your poor 
hc/fB life onoe, and who waa eBdeaTouzu^ to keep him 
ent of the rain and perdition into which a wieked father 
was leading him, when a Merciful Power interposed, and 
withdrew him from this house of crime? I would have 
left you months ago, but I hoped for some chance of 
reaouing thia unh^ippy lady. I Bw<n:e I would try, the 
day I aaw you stiike her. Kill me, yon woman'a buUyl 
Yon would, |f you daied, but you have not the heart 
Tour vefy aemnta like me bditer than you. Touch 
me, and they will rise and send you to the gallows you 
merit!" 

I interrupted this neat speech by sending a water- 
•bottfe «fc tb# young gmtlaman'a head« whioh &Ufid fain 
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he had said to me. B wm tras iiM 4dW had oppvd 

poor little Bryan's life, and the boy to his dying day 
was tenderly attached to him. "Be good to Redmond, 
papa," were almost the last words he spoke; and I 
promised the poor childy on his death-hed, that I would 
do as he asked. It was also tnie, that lough luage of 
hinL mold be UtOe liked by my peopb, inA, irbtm ha 
had managed to beoome a great fimorito; whieh, some* 
how, though I got diumk with the rascals often, and was 
much more familiar with them than a man of my rank 
commonly is, yet T knew I was by no means liked by 
them, and the sooundiek were mnnnnring against me 
pespetaally* 

Bat I mi^t have qmed myadf the traabla oi de» 
betiiig what his fMe ahooM be, ftr the yeimg geniknaii 

took the disposal of it out of my hands in the simplest 
way in the world, viz., by washing and binding up his 
head so soon as he came to himself, by taking his horse 
from the stables; audi aa he was quite free to go in and 
eat of the house and pack aa he liked, he ^mappmni 
without the leaat let or hindianoe; and, leafing the hone 
behind him at ^le feny, went off in flie very poatHshnae 
which was waiting for Lady Lyndon. I saw and heard 
no more of him for a considerable time, and, now that 
he was out of the house, did not consider him a very 
troaUeaome enemy* 

But the oonnhig artifloe of woman ia aoeh that, I 

think, in the long run, no man, were he Machiavel him- 
self, could escape from it; and though I had ample proofs 
in the above transaction (in which my wife's perhdious 
designs were fruskated by my £(»efiight, .and under her 
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I orift h md w iii ing) of fte dsMifldiuM of bar dumfltfiv 
tad her hstred for me, yet she aotiially managed to 

deiceive me, in spite of all my precautions and the 
vigilance of my mother in my behalf. Had I followed 
that good lady^a advice, who aoented the danger from 
a£ur ofi^ aa it were, I ahould never have fallen into tba 
tfme propaied for me, a&d which waa laid in a way 
fhat was aa aaooeaBfol aa it waa simple. 

My Lady Lyndon's relation with me was a singular 
one. Her life was passed in a crack-brained sort of 
alternation between love and hatred for me. If I was 
in a goo^ humour with her (as occurred sometimes), 
there waa 'sofhing she would not do to propitiate me 
fhxfher, and she would he aa absurd and Tiolent in her 
ezpreeaions of fondness as, at other mmnents, she would i 
be in her demonstrations of hatred. It is not your feeble, ' 
^ easy husbands, who are loved best in the world, ac- 

I cording to my experience of it. I do think the women 

Hke a little violance of temper, and think no wocse of a 
kinband who enraaea hia anthodtf pKe% smaiiljr, 
I had got my lady into su/oli a teanor about ma, that 
when I smiled it was quite an era of happiness to her; 
I and, if I beckoned to her, she would come fawning up 

I to me like a dog. I recollect how, for the few days I 

^ was at school, the cowardly, mean-iq^inted fellowa would 
laugh if ever our school-master made a joke. It waa tiba 
aama in Ihe legiment whanem the hoUy of a senieaat l 
was diapeaed to be joeolar — not a leeruit hut waa on | 
the broad grin. "Well, a wise and determined husband 
• will get his wife into this condition of discipline; and I 

lirought my high-bom wife to kiss my hand, to pull off 
my hoots, to fetch and cany for me like a servant, and 
alwaya to makB it a holiday, too, when I waa in good 
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humour. I confided, perhaps, too much in the duration 
ti ^ diedpUiied obedkoDd^ and forgot that the 
"mj hypocrisy wbidi fom • p«t of il (all tianl 
people m liaim m iiifltr hbaM) may be exeiM in s 

way that may be far fix)m agreeable in order to deceive 
you. 

After Che iIl-iBaccesB of Iier last adTentarey which 

gave me endless opportunities to banter her, one would 
have thought I miglit have been on my guard as to 
what her real intentions were, but she managed to mis- 
lead me with an art of dissimulation quite admirable, 
and lulled me into a fatal security with regard to her 
intentions: for, one ^j, as I was joking her, and asking 
her whether she would take the water again, whether 
she had found another lover, and so forth, she suddenly 
burst into tears, and, seizing hold of my hand, cried 
passionately out, — 

**Ah, Barry, you know well enough that I havo 
never loved but you! Was I ever so wretched that a 
kind word from you did not make me happy? ever so 
angry, but the least offer of good-will on your part did 
not bring me to -ykt aids? IM I not gm a sirWniiwt 
pveof of my alfee&in Ibr you, in hestorwing ene at tbs 
first fortunes in England upon you? have I repined or 
rebuked you for tlie way you have wasted it? Xo, I 
loved you too mucli and too fondly; I have always loved 
you. From the tot moment I saw you, 1 felt irreaistihly 
attracted iowirdb you. I saw your bad qualities, and 
inmUed at your mlsaoe; but I mild not help lowig 
yon. I married yoa, though I kn0w I was asiding my 
own fate in doing so, and in spite of reason and duty. 
What sacn&ce do you, want iiom me? I am xeady to 
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■Mike any, so you 'wiH but hrre tte, if maH^, Art rt 

least, you will gently use me." 

I was in a particularly good humour that day, and 
we had a sort of recosyoiliatiou; though my mothet, when 
Bhe, heard the speech, and saw me softening towards her 
ladyship^ warned ma 8olemBly» and aaad, ^Xtopend on % 
Urn attihl hnny haa aome etiier iobeme ia Iier haad 
now.'* The old lady was right, and I swallowed the 
bait whicli her ladyship had prepared to entrap me as 
«mi)ly as any gudgeon takes a hook. 

I had been trying to nfegotiate with a man for some 
matmy^ fat which I had pressing ocoaakm; bat flinae our 
duq^ tegaedmg tlie a&ir of tiie aoeeeaoiQa^ my lady 
had reaolntely leftued to sign any papers. to my ad- 
vantage, and without her name, I am sorry to say, my 
own was of little value in the market, and I could not 
get a guinea from any money-dealer in London or Dublin. 
Nor could I get the raaoaJa from the latter place to visit 
me at Castle LyndoOi owil^ to that unlucky afifair I had 
wiili Lawyer Sharp^ when I made him lend me the 
money he brought down) and old Solomons iSke Jew, 
being robbed of the bond I gave him after leaving my 
house,* the people would not trust themselves within my 
walls any more. Our rents, too, were in the hands of 
receivers by this time, and it was as much as I could 
do to get enbni^ money &om the rascals to pay my 
wiae-merchanlB their bills. Our English property, as I 
have said, was equally hampered, and, as often as I 
applied to my lawyers and agents for money, would come 
a reply demanding money of me, for debts and pre- 



* These exploits of ICr. Lyndon are not related in the narrative* Ha 
probably, in fh« mms aboro ftUoded to, toAtkelawlBlohlt oimfaaada. 
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tended daiaaa wlucb. the xapaeioua laacalB said tbe j had 
on uo* 

It 

got a letter from my confidential man in Grray's Inn, 
London, saying (in reply to some ninety-ninth demand 
of mine) that he thought he could get me some money; 
and enclosing a letter from a respectable iirm in the 
City of LoDdoiiy oonneoted witii the Buning interesi^ 
whioh oAnd to xedeem the iaonmbfaiiee in taking a 
long lease of certain propeitf of em, whicii was still 
pretty free, upon the countess's signature, and provided 
they could be assured of her free will in giving it. They 
said they heard she lived in tenor of her life from me^ 
and meditated a separation, in which case she niig)it 
xepndiate mf deeds signed by her while in dmanee^ 
and sobject thm, at any'xatey to a doobtM and ex* 
pensiye ligitatioii, and demanded to be made assured of 
her ladyship's perfect free will in the transaction before 
they advanced a shilling of their capitaL 

Their terms were so exorbitant, that I saw at once 

Iheir offer must be sincere, and, as my lady was in her 
gracious mood, had no difficulty in persuading her to 
write a letter, in her own hand, declaring that the ac- 
counts of our misunderstandings were utter calumnies, 
that we lived in perfect union, and that she was quite 
ready to execute any deed which her husband rnij^t 
desire her to sign. 

This proposal was a vexy tiinely <m»^ and filled me 
with gnat hopes. I hacve not pestmd my leaden with 
many accounts of my debts and law affidra, which, wero 

by this time so vast and complicated that I never 
thoroughly knew them mjseK^ and was rendered half 
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wfld by their urgency. Suffice it to say, my money was 
gone — my credit was done. I was living at Castle 
Lyndon off my own beef and mutton, and the bread, 
turf, and potatoes, off my own estate; I had to watch 
Lady Lyndon within; and the bailiiii withont for the 
laet two years, nnoe I went to Dublin to leeetye numey, 
wUch I nnlackily lost at play there, to Hie disappomt* 
ment of my creditors, I did not venture to show in that 
city, and could only appear at our own county town at 
rare intervals, and because I knew the ahed^, whom I 
■wore I would murder if any ill chance happened to me» 
A chanee oi a good lopn, then, was the most weloone 
prospect possibk to me, and I hailed it with all the 
eagerness imaginable. 

In reply to Lady Lyndon's letter, came, in course of 

time, an answer from the confounded London merchants, 
stating, that if her ladyship would confinn by word of 
mouth, at their counting-house in Birchin Lane, London, 
the statement of her letter, they, having surveyed her 
property, would no doubt come to terms; but they de- 
clined ineoxiittg^ the risk of a visit to Castle Lyndon to 
nego^ate as they were aware how - other respectaUe 
parties, saeh as McFsrs. Sharp and Salmon of Dnblin, 
had been treated there. This was a hit at me; but 
there arc ct rtain situations in which people can't dictate 
their own terms, and, £aith, 1 was so pressed now for 
ucneyi that I could have signed a bond with Old Nick 
himself y if he had come provided wit^ a good xomid 

SOUL 

I resolved to go and take the countess to London. 
It was in vain that my mollier prayed and warned me. 
^D^ead on it^** says die, ^there is soma artiflee. When 
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once you get into that wiAked town, you are not safe. 
Here yoa may live for years and years ^ in luxury and 
wfjlLmixmx, Uaang tkni 9aA all tkM windom tNPokn; 
Imly at mqh w tkay bive yoa in JjomSMk, tbisyll 
g€fft the better of my poor innocent kd; and the flnt 
thing I shall hear of you will be, that you are in 
trouble.'* 

''Wkf go, IMnoBd?'' said my wUb. ''I «n bappf 
hen, « kng m yon me tdad to me, m 70a m now. 
We em't appear in Londett aa ought; the lilfle 

money you will get will be spent, like all the rest has 
been. Let us turn shepherd and shepherdess, and look 
to our Hocks and be content." And she took my hand, 
and kiased it, while my mother only aaid, ^^Humph! 
X belieye ahe'a at the bottom of it — the wicked 

X told my wi^B she waa a fool; bade JIib. Barry not 
be uneasy, and waa hot upon going, and would take no 
denial ficom either parlgr. How X waa to get the mtmiy 
to go waa the queefion: but that waa aolved by my good 
motiier, who was always ready to help me on a pinch, 
and who produced sixty guineas from a stocking, which 
was all the ready money that Barry Lyndon, of Castle 
Ljpadan, and maimed to a fortune of twenty thouaand 
a-year, could command , aueh had been the hayoo made 
in thia fine foartone 1^ my own estmsn^paee (aa I mnat 
ooniMaX but ofaiefly by my misplaoed oonfldence and Ihe 
rascality of others. 

We did not atart in atate, jm may be amee. ^Wa* 
did not let the eonntay know we were going, or leave 
notice of adien with omr neighbonni. Tim fianooa Ifr. 

Bany Lyndon and Ills noble wife travelled in a hack- 
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flhaise and ptir to Witefbid^ uader the aane of Mx^ 
iomL M]& Jmni, and Amiim took diipping for Bristol, 
lAnem amred quite witiiout aeddent When a man 

is going to the deuce, Low easy and pleasant the 
journey is! The thought of the money quite put me 
in a good humour, and my wife, as she lay on my 
ahoulder in the post-chaise going to Londoiii said it 
was the happieit ride ahe had taken since our mar- 
riage. 

One night we stayed at Beadiog^ whence I despatched 
1^ note to my agent at Gray's Inn, saying I would be 
with him dining the day, and begging him to procure 
me a lodging, and to hasten the preparations for the 
loan. My lady and I agreed tliat we would go to 
France, and wait there for better times, and that nighl^ 
oyer our supper, formed a score of plans both for plear 
sure and retreDehment You would have liiou^t it was 
Bsiby and Joan together over tiielr sspper. Qh| wonutnt 
woman ! when I leeoQeel Lady Lyndoo^ sniles and 
blandishments, how happy she seemed to be on tliat 
night! what an air of innocent confidence appeared in her 
behaviour, and what affectionate names she called me! 
I an lost in wonder at the depth c£ hec hypocrie^. Who 
oan be surprised that an unsuspecting pexgon like my- 
afllf ttiumM hava hfifln ft Tiotim to snch a ^^^MiTntimtft 

deeeiYer? 

We were in London at three o'dock, and halfran- 
hour bMBfioee the time appointsd, our ehaise diofve to 
Gray's Inn. I easily foinid out Mr. Tapewell's apaitp 

ments — a gloomy den it was, and in an unlucky hour 
I entered it! As we went up the dirty hack -stair, 
lighted by a feeble and dim sky of a dismal 
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Ldndom a ftcnimtty mj irife aemed agiMsd nd ftist 
^Bedmond,'* said she, got up to Am dooti ^doaft 

go in: I am sure ^bm is danger. There's time yet, let 
us go back — to Ireland — anywhere!" And she put 
herself before the door, in one of her theatrical atti- 
tudes, and took my hand. 

I just pushed her away to one side. "Lady Lyndon/' 
said I, "you are an old fool!" 

'^Old foolP said she; and she jnnqved at the, belly 
:which was quickly answered by a moaldy-looking gen- 
tleman, in an unpowdered wig, to whom she cried, "Say 
Lady Lyndon is here;" and stalked down the passage, 
muttering, ''Old fool." It was "oZ(i" which was the 
epithet that touched her. I mxg^t eall her anything 
but thai 

Mr. Tapewell was in his musty room, surrounded by 
his parchments and tin boxes. He advanced and bowed; 
begged her ladyship to be seated; pointed towards a 

vondering at his in- 
folence; and then retrsated to a aide-doOTy saying he 
would be back iu one moment 

And back he did oome in one momeoty bring irith 
him — whom do yon Hdnk? Another lawyer, sut eon- 
stables in red wBlstcoats, wiHi blnc^eons ai^ ^listolB, my 

Lord George Poyidngs, and his aunt, Lady Jane 
Peckover. ^ 

When my Lady Lyndon saw her old flame, dio 

flung herself into his arms in a hysterical passion. She 
called him her saviour, her preserver, her gallant knight, 
and then, turning round to me, poured out a flood of 
invectiye which quite astonished met 
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"Old fool, as I am/* said she, "I have outwitted the 
most crafty and treacherous monster under the sun. Yes, 
I loas a fool when I xaanied you, and gave up other 
and nabler hearts Ibr your sake — yes, I was a fool 
'Vhan I fbrgot my name and lineage to unite myself with 
ft baae«-bofn adventuier — a Ifool to bear, without re- 
pining, the most monstrous tyranny that ever woman 
suffered; to allow my property to be squandered j to see 
women, as base and low-born as yourself — . 

^For Heaven's sake, be calmr cries the lawyer^ 
and then bounded back behind Ihe constables, seeing a 

threatening look in my eye, which the rascal did not 
like. Indeed, I could have torn him to pieces, had he 
come near me. Meanwhile, my lady continued in a 
strain of incoherent fury, screaming against me, and 
against my mother, especially, upon whom she heaped 
• abuse worthy of Billingsgate, and always b^inning and 
ending the sentence with the word fbd. 

"You don't tell aU, my lady,'* says I, bitterly; 
''I said old fooL" 

''I have no doubt you said aad did, sir, eTerything 

that a blackguard could say or do," interposed little 
Poynings. "Tliis lady is now safe under the protection 
of her relations and the law, and need fear your in- 
famous persecutions no longer." 

''But you are not safe," roared I; ^and, as sure aa 

I am a man of honour, and have tasted your blood once, 
I will have your heart's blood now." 

''Take down his words, constables; swear the peaee 
against himP seveamed the Uttle lawyer, from behind 
his tip6ta& 

Thackeray, MitManiH, Yh 26 
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*I wonlft not wdOj mj swmfd ynik flie Uood of 

such a ndHan/' cried my lord, rel jTng on the same 
doughty protection. "If the scoundrel remains in London 
another day, he will be seized as a common swindler." 
And thk threat indeed made me wince, £or I knew that 
ilieie w«i6 Boores of wxib out agaiaat me in town, and 
ibat oiLoa in pna<m, my case was luipeleia. 

"Where's the man will seize me?" shouted I, drawing 
my Bwoid, and placing my back to the door. "Let the 
sconndrel come. Yon — yon oowaxdly braggart, come 
first, if yon have the soal of a n£uir 

"We're not going to seize you!^ said the lawyer; my 
ladyship, her aunt, and a dmnon of the bailifb moving 
off as be spoke. ''Hy dear sir, we don% wish to seize 
you; we iriR give yon a handsome som to leave the 

country, only leave her ladyship in peace!" 

"And the country will be well rid of sucih a yilkin!" 
says my lord, letreating too, and not sorry to get ent of . 
my reach; and the sconndrel of a lawyer &llowed bim, 
leaving me in possession of the apaiiment, and in eom- 
pany of the three bullies from the police-office, who 
were all armed to the teeth. I was no longer tlie man 
I was at twenty, when I should have charged the ruffians 
sword in hand, and have sent at least one of them to 
his account. I was broken in spirit, regularly caught in 
flie toils, utterly baAed and beaten by that woman. Was 
she reknting at the door when she paused and begged 
me turn back? Had she not a lingering love for me 
still? Her conduct showed it, as I came to reflect on it. 
It was my only chance now left in the world, so I pot 
down my sworiL upon the lawyer^s desk. • 
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'^Qwlikmmf'* mid I, '^I tlmll use no iiirieiiee; you 

may tell Mr. Tapewell I am quite ready to speak with 
him when he is at leisure!" and I sat down and folded 
my arms quite peaceably. What a change from the Barry 
Lyndon of old days! but, as I haye lead in an old book 
aj^oQt BftoaibAl tibe CartfuiyTiiaii geneKal^ whea inr 
"Vftded fhe BomaiiB, hit troops, which wete fhe^ nxoat 
gallant in the world, and carried all before them/ went 
into cantonments in some city where they were so sated 
with the luxuries and pleasures of life, that they were 
eaaily beaten in the next campaign. It was so with me 
now. My strength of miud and body wete no longer 
thofle of the hraye youth who shot his mm at flfteen, 
and fought a msate of battles within six yeais aftenrairds. 
Kow, in the Fleet Prison, where I write this, there is 
a small man who is always jeering me and making game 
of me, who asks me to fight, and I haven't the courage 
to touch hixiL But I am anticipatiug the gloomy and 
wietohed events of my hiatoiy ni hmniliation, and had 
hotter proceed in oider. 

I took a lodging in a eofibe-hooBe near Gray's Ion, 
taking care to inform Mr. Tapewell of my whereabouts, 
and anxiously expecting a visit from him. He came and 
brought me the terms which Lady London's Mends pro- 
posedi — a paltry aamiity of 300 L a-year, to be paid 
on the eoobdition of my remaining abroad out of the three 
kingdoms, and to he stopped on the instant of my retanL 
He told me what I very well knew, that my stay in 
London would infallibly plunge me in gaol,' that there 
were writs innumerable taken out against me here and 
in the west of Vagland, that my <»edit was so blown 
ntiAn t^iBt I eould Aot hoDo to niso a shillinsc* and ha 

26* 
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left me a night to consider ef his proposal, saying that, 
if I refused it, the family would proceed; if I acceded, 
a quarter's salary should be paid to me at any foreign 
port I should jjrcfer. 

What was the poor, Icmely, «Dd broken-hearted man 
to do} I took the onnnityy mi was deolared outlaw ia 
fbe coniBe of next week. The rascal Qmn had, I fbund^ 
been, after all, the eans^ of my undoing. It ytBB he 
devised the scheme for bringing me up to liOndon, sealing 
the attorney's letter with a seal which hud been agreed 
upon between him and the countess formerly; indeed he 
had always been for trying the plan, and had proposed 
it at first, bat her ladyship, witii her inordinate love of 
rotnance, preferred the project of elox)e«ient Of these 
points my mother wrote me word in my lonely exile," 
offering at the same time to come over and share it with 
me, which proposal I declined. She left Castle Lyndon 
a very short time after I had quitted it, and there was 
silenoe in that hall where, under mj authority, had been 
exhibited so much hospitality and s])lendoar. Bhe thought 
she would nerrer see me again, and IttHerly repfoached 
me for neglecting her; but she was mistaken in that and 
in her estimate of me. She is very old, and is sitting 
by my side at this moment in the prison working, and 
has a bedroom in fleet Market over the way; and, witill 
the fi% pound annuily which she has kept with a wise 
prudence, we managed to eke out a miserable ezisteoee^ 
quite unworthy of the famous and fashionable Barry 
Lyndon. 

Mr. Barry Lyndon's personal narrative finishes herei 
te the haiid of death intempted the sBceniousatttlMrs^ ' 
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after t^e period ai wliieh fb» MmxAr was oompaed, 
after had lived nineteen years an inmate of Fleet 
Prison, where the prison records state he died of delirium 
ti' em( lis. His mother attained a prodigious old age, and 
the inhahitants of the place in her time can record with 
acomacy thf daily dispates which used to take place 
between mother and son, natn the latter, from habits of 
' intoxication, falling into a state of almost imbecility, was 
tended by his tough old parent as a baby almost, and 
would cry if deprived of his necessary glass of brandy. 

His hSe on the Continent we hare not the means of 
fbUowing accnrately, but he appears to have resumed his 
former profession of a gambler without his former 
success. 

He retomed secrefty to England, after some time^ 
and made an aborthre attempt to extort money feom Lofd 

George Poynings, under a threat of publishing his cor- 
respondence with Lady Lyndon, and so preventing his 
lordship's match with Miss Driver, a great heiress, of 
strict principleSi and-hnmense property in slaves m the 
West Indies. Barry narrowly escaped being taken pri- 
soner by the baalifb who were despatched after him by 
his lordship, who would have stopped his pension, but 
his wife would never consent to that act of justice, and, 
indeed, broke with my Lord George the very moment he 
majxied the West India lady. 

The fact is, the old countess thought her chatMia 
were perennial, and was never out of love with her hus- 
band. She was living at Uath, her property being care- 
fully mmed by her noble relatives the Tiptoffs, who 
wcxo to aueoeed to il in deftmtt of disvct ham} aad 
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muh im Am jMsm of Barry, sod thfi iway lie ilill 

held over the woman, that he aelafl^y had almost p€»> 

suaded her to go and live with him again, when his 
plan and hers were interrupted by the appearance of a 
peisou that had been deemed dead iox sevend yeanu 

This was no otlicr than Yiscount Bulliligdon, who 
started up to the surprise of all, and especially to that 
of his InTytmA-n of the house of Tiptoff. This young 
nobleman made his appeaifmce at Ba^, with the letter 
firom Bairy to Lord George in his band, in wbidi the 
former threatened to expose his connection with Lady 
Lyndon — a connection, we need not state, which did 
not reflect the slightest dishonour upon either party, and 
only showed that her ladyship was in tlie habit of writing 
eameecUa^y foolish letters, as numy ladies, say, gentle- . 
mm, have done eie this. For calling the honour of his 
Biothw in questiosi, Lofd Bollingdaa assaulted bis step« 
father (living at Bath under the name of Mr. Jones), and 
administered to hi.m a tremendous castigation in the 
Pump-room* 

His lordship's history, since his departure, ww a ro' 

mantic one, which we do not feel bound to narrate. He 
had been wounded in the American War, reported dead, 
left prisoner, and escaped. The remittances whioh were 
promised him were never sent; the thought of the negleet 
almost broke the heart ni the wild and romantio yoaiig 
mair, and he determined to remain dead to the wcoid at 
least, and to the moflier who had denied him. It was 
in the woods of Canada, and three years after the event 
had occurred, that he saw the death of his half-brother 
ehrt>Ti¥dad in the OmUlmanU Magazme, wulei the title 



Ciigitized by Google 



OJ* JBABSX LC^OB^fiM. 407 

whicht lie deitviBUMd ta rstoni tpEnshmd^ iiriimy liumf^ 

lie made himself known, it was with very great difficulty, 
indeed, that he satisfied Lord Tiptoff of the authenticity 
of his claim. He was about to pay a visit to his lady 
mother at Bath, when be recognised the veil-known face 
of Mr. Bany Lyndon, in spite of the modest disgfaiae 
which that geDfleman wore, and lerenged upon his per- 
son the insults of fbvmer days. 

Lady Lyndon was fozioos when she heard of the 
reoDOoimter, declined to see her son, and was for rushing 
at onee to flie arms of her adored Barry; hut that genr 
iieman had been carried off, meanwhile, from gaol to 

gaol, until he was lodged in the hands of Mr. Bendigo, 
of Chancery I^ane, an assistant to the Sheriff of Mid- 
dlesex, from whose house he went to the i^ieet Prison. 
The sheriff and his assistuit, tha pdsoneri nay, the pri- 
son itself, are now no more. 

As long as Lady Lyndon lived, Barry aiijoyed his 
income, and was perhaps as happy in prison as at any 
period of his existence; when her ladyship died, her 
successor sternly cut off the annuity, devoting the sum 

to chanties, which, he said, would make a nobler use 
of it than the scoundrel who had enjoyed it liitherto. At 
his lordship's death, in the Spanish campaign, in the 
year 1811, his estate fell into the fomily of the Tiptoffs, 
and his litle mexged in their saperior rank; bat it does 
not appear that the Marqnis of TipMt (Lord George sac- 
ceeded to the title ou tlie demise of his brother) renewed 
either the pension of Mr. Barry or the charities which 
the late lord had endowed. The estate has vastly im- 
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proTed tmder lordship's emwhl ttanagemeni The 

trees in limckton Park arc all about forty years old, and 
the Irish property is rented in exceeding:ly small farms 
to the peasantry, who still entertain the stranger with 
rtories of the daring, and the denliy, and the wiekedr 
new, and tiie fcU o£ Bttiy IjadoiL 
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